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FOREIGN  AiTAIHS. 


SECRET  JOURNAL. 


FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 


NOVEMBER  29, 1775. 

'SLksolyzvj  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  corresponding  with  oar  friends  in 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  other  parts  of  the  world  ; 
and  that  they  lay  their  correspondence  before  Congress 
when  directed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  make  provision 
to  defray  all  such  expenses  as  may  arise  by  carrying 
on  such  correspondence,  and  for  the  payment  of  such 
agents  as  they  may  send  on  this  service. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Harrison,  Dr.  Franklin^ 
Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

DECEMBER  2,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  correspondence  be 
directed  to  use  their  endeavours  to  find  out  and  en- 
gage, in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  skilful  en- 
gineers, not  exceeding  four,  on  the  best  terms  they 
can ;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorized  to  as- 
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sure  such  able  and  skilful  engineers  as  will  engage  in 
the  service,  that  they  shall  receive  such  pay  and  ap- 
pointments as  shall  be  equal  to  what  they  have  receiv- 
edvin  any  former  service. 

MAY  18,  1776. 

The  secret  committee  laid  before  Congress  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Langdon  ;  and  the  same  being  read, 

Resolved,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  se- 
cret correspondence  ;  and  that  the  said  committee  be 
directed  to  apply  to  the  marine  committee  for  the  use 
of  one  or  more  of  the  continental  fleet ;  and  that  they 
send  the  same  to  the  French  West  India  Islands,  in  order 
to  procure,  if  possible,  a  number  of  muskets,  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  thousand  ;  and  further,  that  the  said  com- 
mittee be  directed  to  endeavour  to  discover  the  designs 
of  the  French  in  assembling  so  large  a  fleet,  with  so 
great  a  number  of  troops,  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
whether  they  mean  to  act  for  or  against  America. 


SEPTEMBER  17,  1776. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  plan  of  trea- 
ties to  be  proposed  to  foreign  nations,  with  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  ;  and 
thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  plan  of  a  treaty  be 
proposed  to  his  most  christian  majesty  : 
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PLAN  OP  A  TREATY  WITH  PRANCE. 

There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  univenal 
peace,  and  a  true  and  sincere  frieodship,  between  the 
most  serene  and  mighty  prince,  Lewis  the  sixteenth, 
the  most  christian  king,  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  the 
United  States  of  America ;  and  the  subjects  of  the  most 
christian  king,  and  of  the  said  states ;  and  between  the 
countries,  islands,  cities  and  towns,  situate  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  most  christian  king,  and  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  the  people  and  inhabitants  thereof 
of  every  degree ;  without  exception  of  persons  or  pla* 
ces.  And  the  terms  herein  mentioned,  shall  be  per- 
petual between  the  most  christian  king,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  and  the  said  United  States. 


ARTICLE  I. 

The  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king  shall  pay  no 
other  duties  or  imposts,  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads, 
countries,  islands,  cities  or  towns  of  the  said  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  than  the  natives  thereof,  or  any 
commercial  companies  established  by  them,  or  any 
of  them  shall  pay,  but  shall  enjoy  all  other  the  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  exemptions  in 
trade,  navigation,  and  commerce,  in  passing  from  one 
part  thereof  to  another,  and  in  going  to  and  from  the 
same,  from  and  to  any  part  of  the  world,  which  the 
said  natives  or  companies  enjoy. 
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ARTICLE   II. 

The  subjects,  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  every  of  them,  shall  pay  no  other 
duties,  or  imposts,  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  coun- 
tries, islands,  cities  or  towns  of  the  most  christian 
king,  than  the  natives  of  such  countries,  islands,  cities 
or  towns  of  France,  or  any  commercial  companies  es- 
tablished by  the  most  christian  king,  shall  pay,  but  shall 
enjoy  all  other  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immuni- 
ties and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce, 
in  passing  from  one  port  thereof  to  another,  and  in 
going  to  and  from  the  same,  from  and  to  any  part  of 
the  world,  which  the  said  natives  or  companies  enjoy. 


ARTICLE    III. 

His  most  christian  majesty  shall  retain  the  same 
rights  of  fishery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  all 
other  rights  relating  to  any  of  the  said  islands,  which 
he  is  entitled  to  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Paris. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

The  most  christian  king  shall  endeavour,  by  all  the 
means  in  his  power,  to  protect  and  defend  all  vessels, 
and  the  eflfects  belonging  to  the  subjects,  people,  or 
inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them, 
beiug  in  his  ports,  havens,  or  roads,  or  on  the  seas  near 
to  his  countries,  lands,  cities  or  towns ;  and  to  recover 
and  to  restore  to  the  right  owners,  their  agents,  or  at- 
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toroeys,  all  such  Tesflels  and  effects,  which  shall  be  ta- 
ken within  his  jurisdictioo  ;  and  his  ships  of  war,  or 
any  convoys  sailing  under  his  authority,  shall  upon  all 
occasions  take  under  their  protection  all  vessels  be- 
longing to  the  subjects,  people,  or  inhabitants  of  the 
said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  and  holding  the 
aame  course  or  going  the  same  way ;  and  shall  de- 
fend such  vessels  as  long  as  they  hold  the  same  course, 
or  go  the  same  way,  against  all  attacks,  force,  and 
violence,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  ought  to  protect 
and  defend  vessels  beloncin^  to  the  sub/ects  of  the 
most  christian  king. 

AflTICLB  V. 

In  like  manner  the  said  United  States,  and  their  ships 
of  war,  and  convoys  sailing  under  their  authority,  shall 
protect  and  defend  all  vessels  and  effects  belonging  to 
the  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king ;  and  endeavour 
to  recover  and  restore  them,  if  taken  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them. 


▲ETICtl  vt. 

The  qiost  christian  king  and  the  said  United  States, 
shall  not  receive  nor  suffer  to  be  received,  into  any  of 
iheir  ports,  haveas,  roads,  countries,  islands,  cities  or 
towns,  any  pirates  or  sea  robbers,  or  afford  or  suffer  any 
entertainment,  assistance  or  provision  to  be  afforded  to 
them  ;  but  shall  endeavour  by  all  means,  that  all  pirates 
and  sea  robbers,  and  their  partners,  sharers,  and  abet« 
vof..  II.  9 
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torS)  be  foand  out,  apprehended,  and  aufier  condign 
punishment ;  and  all  the  vessels  and  effects  piratically 
taken,  and  brought  into  the  ports  and  havens  of  the 
most  christian  king,  or  the  said  United  States,  which 
can  be  found,  although  they  be  sold,  shall  be  restored, 
or  satisfaction  given  therefor  ;  the  right  owners,  their 
agents  or  attorneys  demanding  the  same,  and  making 
the  right  of  property  to  appear  by  due  proof. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  most  christian  king  shall  protect,  defend  and 
secure,  as  far  as  in  his  power,  the  subjects,  people  and 
inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  and  every  of 
them,  and  their  vessels  and  effects  of  every  kind,  against 
all  attacks,  assaults,  violences,  injuries,  depredations 
or  plunder! ngs,  by  or  from  the  king  or  emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco, or  Fez,  and  the  states  of  Algiers,  Tunis  and 
Tripoli,  and  any  of  them,  and  every  other  prince,  state 
and  power  on  the  coast  of  Barbary  in  Africa,  and  the 
subjects  of  the  said  king,  emperor,  states  and  powers, 
and  of  every  of  them,  in  the  same  manner,  and  as  ef- 
fectually and  fully,  and  as  much  to  the  benefit,  advan- 
tage, ease  and  safety  of  the  said  United  States,  and 
every  of  them,  and  of  the  subjects,  people  and  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  the  king 
and  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  before  the  commence*- 
^  ment  of  the  present  war,  protected,  defended  and  se- 
cured the  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
Stntes,  then  called  British  colonies  in  America,  their 
vossr  Is  and  effects,  against  all  such  attacks,  assaults, 
violences,  injuries)  depredations  and  plunderings. 
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ARTICLE   VIII. 


If,  in  consequence  of  this  treaty,  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  should  declare  war  against  the  most  chriatiao 
king,  the  said  United  States  .shall  not  assist  Great  Bri* 
tain  in  such  war,  with  men,  money,  ships,,  or  any  of 
the  articles  in .  this  treaty  denominate^  contraband 
goods. 


A&TICLB    IX. 


The  most  christian  &ing  shall  never  invade,  nor^ 
under  any  pretence,  attempt  to  possess  himself  of  Lab- 
rador, New  Britain,  Nova  Scotia,  Aeadia,  Canada^ 
Florida,  nor  any  of  the  countries,  cities  or  towns  on  the 
continent  of  North  America,  nor  of  the  islands  of  New- 
foundland, Cape  Breton^  St.  Johns,  Anticostiy  nor  of  any 
other  island  lying  near  to  the  said  continent  in  the  seas^ 
or  in  any  gulph,  bay  or  river ;  it  being  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  treaty,  that  the  said  United  States 
shall  have  the  sole,  exclusive,  undivided  and  perpe- 
tual possession  of  the  countries,  cities  and  towns  on 
the  said  continent,  and  of  all  islands  near  to  it,  which 
now  are,  or  lately  were  under  the  jurisdiction  of  or  sub- 
ject to  the  king  or  crown  of  Great  Britain,  wbeneveir 
they  shall  be  united  or  confederated  with  the  said 
United  States. 

AETICiiE  X* 

The  subjects,  inhabitants,  merchants,  commanders 
^shipS|  masters  and  mariners,  of  the  states,  provinces 


and  dominions  of  each  party,  respectively,  shall  ab- 
stain and  forbear  to  fish  in  all  places,  possessed,  or 
which  shall  be  possessed  by  the  other  party.  The 
most  christian  king^s  subjects  shall  not  fish  in  the  ha- 
vens, bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places  which  th6 
said  United  States  hold,  or  shall  hereafter  hold  ;  and 
in  like  manner,  the  subjects,  people  and  ibhabitants  of 
the  said  United  States  shall  not  fish  in  the  havens,  bays, 
creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places  which  the  most  chris- 
tian king  possesses,  or  shall  hereafter  possess.  And 
*  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  found  fishing,  contrary 
to  the  tenor  of  this  treaty,  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  with 
Its  lading,  proof  being  made  thereof,  shall  be  confis^ 
cated. 

ARTICLE   XI. 

If  in  aify  war  the  most  christian  king  shall  conquer, 
or  get  possession  of,  the  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  now 
tinder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  king-  or  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  dominions  of  the  said 
king  or  crown,  in  any  other  parts  of  the  World,  the 
subjects,  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  every  of  them,  shall  enjoy  the  same  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  exemptions,  in 
trade,  commerce  and  navigation,  to  and  from  the  said 
islands  and  dominions,  that  are  mentioned  in  the  second 
article  of  this  treaty. 

lancLfc  III. 

It  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  treaty,  that 
ao  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  imposed  on  the  ex- 


ponatioD  6f  an  J  thing  of  the  growth,  production  of 
lliamifiictare  of  the  islands  in  the  Weal  Indies,  now 
belonging,  or  which  may  hereafter  belong  to  the  moat 
christian  king,  to  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of 
them,  than  the  lowest  that  are  or  shall  be  imposed  on 
the  exportation  thereof  to  France,  or  to  any  other  part 
of  the  world. 


ARTICLB   Xill* 


It  is  agte^d  by  and  between  the  said  parties,  that  n6 
duties  whatever  shall  ever  hereafter  be  imposed  on  the 
expoHatioti  of  mo/asses  from  any  of  the  islands  and 
domioions  of  the  most  christian  king  in  the  West  In- 
dies, io  any  of  these  United  States. 


ARTICLE   XIV. 


The  sobjects,  people  and  infaaUtanti  of  the  United 
fltateSf  or  any  of  them,  being  oierchants  and  residing 
IB  France,  and  their  property  and  effects  of  every  kind, 
ahftU  be  exeaipt  from  the  Droit  d'Aubaino. 


ARTICLE   XV. 


The  iMlrchini  ship  of  either  of  the  parties  which 
shall  be  ifiakiilg  into  a  port  belonging  to  the  enemy  of 
the  other  ally,  and  concerning  whose  voyage,  and  the 
species  of  goods  on  board  her,  there  shall  be  just 
grounds  of  iiuspicion,  shall  be  obliged  to  exhibit  as 
well  upoil  the  high  seas,  es  in  the  ports  and  havens, 
not  only  bet  passpoorts,  but  likewise  certificates,  ex- 
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pressly  showing,  that  her  goods  are  not  of  the 
number  of  those  which  have  been  prohibited  as  con- 
traband. 


ARTICLE  zvi. 

If,  by  exhibiting  the  above  certificates,  the  other 
party  discover  there  are  any  of  those  sorts  of  goods, 
which  are  prohibited  and  declared  contraband,  and 
consigned  for  a  port  under  the  obedience  of  his  ene- 
mies, it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  break  up  the  hatches  of 
such  ship,  or  to  open  any  chest,  coffers,  packs,  casks, 
or  any  other  vessels  found  therein,  or  to  remove  the 
smallest  parcels  of  her  goods,  whether  such  ship  be- 
long to  the  subjects  of  France  or  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  United  Slates,  unless  the  lading  be  brought 
on  shore,  in  the  presence  of  the  o£Bcers  of  the  court 
of  admiralty,  and  an  inventory  thereof  made ;  but 
there  shall  be  no  allowance  to  sell,  exchange,  or  alie- 
nate the  same  in  any  manner,  until  after  that  due  and 
lawful  process  shall  have  been  had  against  such  pro- 
hibited goods,  and  the  courts  of  admiralty  shall,  by  a 
sentence  pronounced,  have  confiscated  the  same ;  sav* 
ing  always  as  well  the  ship  itself  as  any  other  goods 
found  therein,  which  by  this  treaty  are  to  be  esteemed 
free;  neither  may  they  be  detained  on  pretence  of 
their  being,  as  it  were,  infected  by  the  prohibited 
goods,  much  less  shall  they  be  confiscated  as  lawful 
prize.  But,  if  not  the  whole  cargo,  but  only  part 
thereof,  shall  consist  of  prohibited  or  contraband 
goods,  and  the  commander  of  the  ship  shall  be  ready 
and  willing  to  deliver  them  to  the  captor  who  has  dia^ 
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covered  them  ;  in  such  case  the  captor,  having  receiv* 
ed  those  goods,  shall  forthwith  discharge  the  ship,  and 
not  hinder  her  by  any  means  freely  to  prosecute  the 
voyage  on  which  she  was  bound. 


y 


ARTICLE   XVII. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  agreed  that  whatever  shall  be 
found  to  be  laden  by  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of 
either  party,  on  any  ship  belonging  to  the  enemy  of 
the  other,  or  to  his  subjects,  although  it  be  not  of  the 
sort  of  prohibited  goods,  may  be  confiscated  in  the 
same  manner  as  M  it  belonged  to  the  enemy  hinuselfy 
except  such  goods  and  merchandise  as  were  put  oa 
board  such  ship  before  the  declaration  of  war,  or  even 
after  such  declaration,  if  so  be  it  were  done  without 
the  knowledge  of  such  declaration,  so  that  the  goods 
of  the  subjects  or  people  of  either  party,  whethei^ 
they  be  of  the  nature  of  such  as  are  prohibited,  or 
otherwise,  which,  as  is  aforesaid,  were  put  on  board 
any  ship  belonging  to  an  enemy  before  the  war,  or 
after  the  declaration  of  it,  without  the  knowledge  of 
it,  shall  no  wise  be  liable  to  confiscation,  but  shi|)l 
well  and  truly  be  restored  without  delay  to  the  pro- 
prietors demanding  the  same;  but  so  as  that  if  the 
said  merchandises  be  contraband,  Jt  shall  not  be  any 
ways  lawful  to  carry  them  afterwards  to  any  ports 
belonging  to  the  enemy. 
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ARTICLE    XVIIK 

And  that  more  effectual  care  may  be  taken  for  the 
security  of  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  both  par- 
lies, that  they  suffer  no  injury  by  the  men  of  war  or 
privateers  of  the  other  party,  all  the  commanders  of 
the  ships  of  the  most  christian  king,  and  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  all  their  subjects  and  inhabitants, 
shall  be  forbid  doing  any  injury  or  damage  to  the  other 
side ;  and  if  they  act  to  the  contrary,  they  shall  be 
punished  ;  and  shall  moreover,  be  bound  to  make  sa- 
tisfaction for  all  matter  of  damage,  and  the  interest 
thereof,  by  reparation,  under  the  penalty  and  obliga- 
tion of  their  persons  and  goods* 

4JITICI.B   %,i^. 

AH  ships  and  merchandises  of  what  nature  soeveri 
which  shall  be  rescued  out  of  the  bands  of  any  pirates* 
or  robbers  on  the  high  seas,  shall  be  brought  into  some 
port  of  either  state,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  custody 
of  the  officers  of  that  port,  in  order  to  be  restored  en* 
tire,  to  the  true  proprietor,  as  soon  as  due  and  suffi* 
cient  proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the  property 
thereof. 


ARTICLB   XX. 


It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ships  of  war  of  either  par- 
ty, and  privateers,  freely  to  carry,  whithersoever  they 
please,  the  ships  and  goods  taken  from  their  enemies. 
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without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duty  to  the  officers  of 
the  admiralty,  or  any  other  judges ;  nor  shall  such  pri- 
ces be  arrested  or  seized,  when  they  come  to  and 
eater  the  ports  of  either  party ;  nor  shall  the  searchers 
or  other  officers  of  those  places  search  the  same,  or 
make  examination  concerning  the  lawfulness  of  such 
prizes ;  but  they  may  hoist  sail  at  any  time,  and  de* 
part,  and  carry  their  prizes  to  the  place  expressed  in 
their  coounissions,  which  the  commanders  of  such 
ships  of  war  shall  be  obliged  to  show*  On  the  con* 
trary,  no  shelter  or  refuge  shall  be  given  in  their  ports 
to  such  as  shall  have  made  prize  of  the  subjects,  peo* 
pie,  or  property  of  either  of  the  parties ;  but  if  such 
ihoald  come  in,  being  forced  by  stress  of  weather,  or 
the  danger  of  the  sea,  all  proper  means  shall  be  vigo* 
rously  used  that  they  go  out,  and  retire  from  thence  as 
soon  as  possible. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

If  any  ships  belonging  to  either  of  the  parties,  their 
subjects,  or  people,  shall  within  the  coasts  or  domi- 
nions of  the  other,  stick  upon  the  sands,  or  be  wreck- 
ed, or  suffer  any  other  damage,  all  friendly  assistance 
and  relief  shall  be  given  to  the  persons  shipwrecked, 
or  such  as  shall  be  in  danger  thereof ;  and  letters  of 
safe  conduct  shall  likewise  be  given  to  them  for  their 
free  and  quiet  passage  from  thence,  and  the  return  of 
every  one  to  his  own  country, 
voii*  ir«  3 
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ARTICLE   XXII« 

tn  case  the  subjects  and  people  of  either  party,  with 
their  shipping,  whether  publick  and  of  war,  or  pri- 
vaie  and  of  merchants,  be  forced  through  stress  of 
weather,  pursuit  of  pirates  or  enemies,  or  any  other 
urgent  necessity,  for  seeking  of  sheher  and  harbour, 
to  retreat  and  enter  into  any  of  the  rivers,  creeks, 
bays,  havens,  roads,  ports,  or  shores,  belonging  to  the 
other  party,  they  shall  be  received  and  treated  with 
all  humanity  and  kindness,  and  enjoy  all  friendly  pro- 
tection and  help ;  and  they  shall  be  permitted  to  re- 
fresh  and  provide  themselves,  at  reasonable  rates,  with 
victuals  and  all  things  needful,  for  the  sustenance  of 
their  persons,  or  reparation  of  their  ships,  and  con* 
veniency  of  their  voyage ;  and  they  shall  no  ways  be 
detained  or  hindered  from  returning  out  of  the  said 
ports,  or  roads,  but  may  remove  and  depart,  when  and 
whither  they  please,  without  any  let  or  hindrance* 

ARTICLE  ZXIIU 

For  (he  better  promoting  of  commerce  on  both 
sides,  it  is  agreed,  that  if  a  war  shall  break  out  between 
the  said  two  nations,  six  months  after  the  proclama* 
tfon  of  war  shall  be  allowed  to  the  merchants  in  the 
cities  and  towns  where  they  live,  for  settling  and  trans- 
porting their  goods  and  merchandises;  and  if  any 
thing  be  taken  from  them,  or  any  injury  be  done  them, 
within  that  time,  by  either  party,  or  the  people  or  sub- 


jTiVb]  roBOOir  aitaikl  n 

jects  of  eitheri  fall  nUsfaction  ihall  be  made  for  Ibe 


AETICLB   ZXIV. 

No  subjecti  of  the  most  christian  king  shall  apply 
for  or  take  any  commission,  or  letters  of  marque  for 
arming  any  ship,  or  ships,  to  act  as  privateers  against 
the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  against  the 
subjects,  people  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  or  against  the  property  of  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or 
state  with  which  the  said  United  States  shall  be  at 
war.  Nor  shall  any  citizen,  subject  or  inhabitant  of 
the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  apply  for  or 
take  any  commission  or  letters  of  marque  for  arming 
any^hip  or  ships  to  act  as  privateers  against  the  sub- 
jects of  the  most  christian  king,  or  any  of  them,  or  the 
property  of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or  state 
with  which  the  said  king  shall  be  at  war ;  and  if  any 
person,  of  either  nation,  shall  take  such  commissions 
or  letters  of  marque,  he  shall  be  punished  as  a  pirate. 

ARTICLE   XZV« 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  privateer,  not 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king, 
nor  citizens  of  the  said  United  States,  who  have  com- 
missions from  any  other  prince,  or  state,  in  enmity 
with  either  nation,  to  fit  their  ships  in  the  ports  of 
either  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  aforesaid  parlies,  to 
sell  what  they  have  taken,  or  in  any  other  manner 
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wbaUoeTerto  exchange  either  ships,  merchandises,  or 
any  other  lading ;  neither  shall  they  be  allowed  even 
to  purchase  victuals,  except  such  as  shall  be  necessa* 
ry  for  their  going  to  the  next  port  of  that  prince  or 
state  from  which  they  have  commissions* 


ARTICLE   XXVI. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  all  and  singular  the  subjects  of 
the  most  christian  king,  and  the  citizens,  people  and 
inhabitants  of  the  said  states,  to  sail  with  their  ships 
with  all  manner  of  liberty  and  security,  no  distinction 
l»eing  made,  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  merchan- 
dises laden  thereon,  from  any  port  to  the  places  of 
those  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  at  enmity 
with  the  most  christian  king,  or  the  United  States.  It 
shall  likewise  be  lawful  for  the  subjects  and  inhabi- 
tants aforesaid  to  sail  with  the  ships  and  merchandises 
aforementfoned,  and  to  trade  with  the  same  liberty  and 
security  from  the  places,  ports  and  havens  of  those 
who  are  enemies  of  both,  or  either  party,  without  any 
opposition  or  disturbance  whatsoever,  not  only  direct- 
ly from  the  places  of  the  enemy  aforementioned  to 
neutral  places,  but  also  from  one  place  belonging  to  an 
enemy  to  another  place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  whe- 
ther they  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  prince^ 
or  under  several.  And  it  is  hereby  stipulated,  that 
free  ships  shall  also  give  a  freedom  to  goods ;  and  that 
every  thing  shall  be  deemed  to  be  free  and  exempt, 
which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  ships  belonging  to 
the  subjects  of  either  of  the  confederates,  although 
the  whole  lading,  or  any  part  thereof,  should  appertain 
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to  the  enMiteB  of  «ilher  $  contraband  goods  being  al» 
ways  excepted*  It  is  also  agreedi  in  like  manner,  that 
fbe  same  liberty  be  extended  to  persons  who  are  on 
board  a  free  ship,  with  this  effect^  that  although  they 
be  enemies  to  both,  or  either  party,  they  are  not  to  be 
taken  out  of  that  free  ship,  unless  they  are  soldiers 
smd  in  actual  service  of  the  enemies. 


ARTICLE   XXVII* 

This  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  shall  ex« 
tend  to  all  kinds  of  merchandises,  excepting  those  only 
which  are  distinguished  by  the  name  of  contraband ; 
and  onder  this  name  of  contraband  or  prohibited 
goods,  shall  be  comprehended  arms,  great  guns,  bomba 
with  their  fusees  and  other  things  belonging  to  them,, 
fire  balls,  gunpowder,  match,  cannon  ball,  pikes,, 
swords,  lances,  spears,  halberds,  mortars,  petards,, 
granadoes,  saltpetre,  muskets,  musket  balls,  helmets^ 
headpieces,  breastplates,  coats  of  mail,  and  the  like 
kind  of  arms  proper  for  arming  soldiers,  musket  rests^ 
belts,  horses  with  their  furniture,  and  all  other  warlike 
instruments  whatsoever*  These  merchandises  which 
follow  shall  not  be  reckoned  among  contraband  or 
prohibited  goods,  that  is  to  say,  all  sorts  of  cloths,  and 
all  other  manufactures  woven  of  any  wool,  flax,  silk, 
cotton  or  any  other  material  whatever,  all  kinds  of 
wearbg  apparel,  together  with  the  species  whereof 
they  are  used  to  be  made,  gold  and  silver,  as  well  coin- 
ed as  uncoined,  tin,  iron,  lead,  copper,  brass,  coals,  as 
also  wheat  and  barley,  and  any  other  kind  of  corn  and 
pulse,  tobacco,  and  likewise  all  manner  of  spices,  salt* 
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ed  and  smoked  flesh,  salted  fisb,  cheese  and  butter, 
beer,  oils,  wines,  sugars,  and  all  sorts  of  salt,  and  in 
general  all  provisions  which  serve  for  the  nourishment 
of  maolcind,  and  the  sustenance  of  life.  Furthermore, 
all  kinds  of  cotton,  hemp,  flax,  tar,  pitch,  ropes,  ca- 
bles, sails,  sail  cloth,'  anchors  and  any  parts  of  anchors, 
also  ships'  masts,,  planks,  boards  and  beams,  of  what 
tree  soever,  and  all  other  things,  proper  either  for 
building  or  repairing  ships,  and  all  other  goods  what- 
soever, which  have  not  been  worked  into  the  form  of 
any  instrument  or  thing  prepared  for  war  by  land  or 
by  sea,  shall  not  be  reputed  contraband,  much  less 
such  as  have  been  already  wrought  and  made  up  for 
any  other  use ;  all  which  shall  wholly  be  reckoned 
among  free  goods ;  as  likewise  all  other  merchandises 
and  things  which  are  not  comprehended,  and  particu- 
larly mentioned,  in  the  foregoing  enumeration  of  con- 
traband goods ;  so^hat  they  may  be  transported  and 
carried  in  the  freest  manner,  by  the  subjects  of  both 
confederates,  even  to  places  belonging  to  an  enemy, 
such  towns  and  places  being  only  excepted  as  are  at 
that  time  besieged,  blocked  up,  or  invested. 

ARTICLE  ZXVIII. 

To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  dissentions  and  quar- 
rels may  be  avoided  and  prevented,  on  one  side  and 
the  other,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  case  either  of  the  par- 
ties hereto  should  be  engaged  in  a  war,  the  ships  and 
vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  people  of  the 
other  ally  must  be  furnished  with  sea  letters  or  pass- 
ports, expressing  the  name,  property,  and  bulk  of  the 
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ship,  as  also  tbe  name  and  place. of  habitation  of  the 
master  or  coannancler  of  the  said  ship,  that  it  may  ap» 
pear  thereby,  that  the  ship  really  and  truly  belongs  to 
the  subjects  of  one  of  the  parties ;  which  passports 
shall  be  made  out  and  granted  according  to  the  form 
annexed  to  this  treaty.  They  shall  likewise  be  recall- 
ed every  year ;  that  is,  if  the  ship  happens  to  return 
home  within  the  space  of  a  year.  It  is  likewise 
agreed  that  such  ships,  being  laden,  are  to  be  provided 
not  only  with  passports,  as  abovementioned,  but  also 
with  certificates  containing  the  several  particulars  of 
the  cargo,  the  place  whence  the  ship  sailed,  and  whi- 
ther she  is  bound,  that  ^  it  may  be  known  whether 
any  forbidden  or  contraband  goods  be  on  board  the 
same ;  which  certificates  shall  be  made  out  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  place  whence  the  ship  set  sail,  in  the  ac- 
customed form;  and  if  any  one  ^hall  think  it  fit  or 
advisable  to  express  in  the  said  certificates  the  per- 
sons to  whom  the  goods  on  board  belong,  he  may 
freely  do  it. 

ilRTICLE   XXIX. 

The  ships  of  the  subjects  and  inhabitants. of  either 
of  the  parties,  coming  upon  any  coast  belonging  to 
either  of  the  said  allies,  but  not  willing  to  enter  into 
port,  or  beiag  entered  into  port,  and  not  willing  to 
unload  their  cargoes  or  break  bulk,  shall  not  be  oblig- 
ed to  igive '  an  account  of  their  lading,  unless  they 
should  be  suspected,  upon  some  manifest  tokens,  of 
carrying  to  the  enemy  of  the  other  ally  any  prohibit- 
ed goods  called  contraband ;  and  in  case  of  such  ma- 


fft  SfiCRST  JOURITAU  [8epU  lf» 

Bifest  8UipicioD»  the  parties  shall  be  obliged  to  exhibit, 
IB  the  ports,  their  passports  and  certificates  in  the  man* 


ner  before 


ARTICLE   XXX. 


If  the  ships  of  the  said  subjects,  people  or  inhabi* 
tants  of  either  of  the  parties,  shall  be  met  with,  either 
sailing  along  the  coast,  or  on  the  high  seas,  by  anj 
ship  of  war  of  the  other,  or  by  any  privateers,  the 
said  ships  of  war  or  privateers,  for  the  avoiding  of  any 
disorder,  shall  remain  out  of  cannon  shot,  and  may 
send  their  boats  on  board  the  merchant  ship  which 
they  shall  so  meet  with,  and  may  enter  her  to  the  num^ 
ber  of  two  or  three  men  only,  to  whom  the  master  or 
commander  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  exhibit  bis 
passport  concerning  the  property  of  the  ship,  made 
out  according  to  the  form  inserted  in  this  present  trea« 
ty ;  and  the  ship,  when  she  shall  have  showed  such 
passport,  shall  be  free  and  at  liberty  to  pursue  her 
voyage,  so  as  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  molest  or  search 
her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give  her  chace  or  force  her 
to  quit  her  intended  course.  It  is  also  agreed,  that  all 
goods,  when  once  put  on  board  the  ships  or  vessels  of 
either-parties,  shall  be  subject  to  no  farther  visitation ; 
but  all  vUitation  or  search  shall  be  made  beforehand, 
ind  ell  prohibited  goods  shall  be  stopped  on  the  spot, 
before  the  same  be  put  on  board  the  ships  or  vessels 
of  the  respective  states ;  nor  shall  either  the  persons 
or  goods  of  the  subjects  of  his  most  christian  majesty 
or  the  United  States,  be  pot  under  any  arrest,  or  mo- 
lested by  any  other  kind  of  embargo  for  that  calise ; 
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and  ooljr  the  mbfeet  of  that  state  to  ivfaon  Ibe 
goods  have  been  or  shall  be  prohibited,  aad  shall  pre* 
some  to  sell  or  alienate  sach  sort  of  goods,  shall  be 
duly  punished  for  the  offence. 

The  form  of  the  sea  letters  and  passports  to  be  gi- 
ven to  ships  and  vessels  according  to  the  38th 
article. 

To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents.  Greeting. 

It  is  hereby  made  known  that  leave  and  permission 
bas  been  given  to  master  and  com- 

mander of  the  ship  called  of  the 

town  of  burden 

tons,  or  thereabouts,  lying  at  present  in  the  port  and 
haven  of  and  bound  for 

and  laden  with  after  that  his  ship  bas 

been  visited,  and  before  sailing,  he  shall  make  oath, 
before  the  officers  who  have  the  jurisdiction  of  mari- 
time affairs,  that  the  said  ship  belongs  to  one  or  more 
of  the  subjects  of  the  act  whereof 

shall  be  put  at  the  end  of  these  presents;  as  likewise 
that  he  will  keep  and  cause  to'be  kept,  by  his  crew  on 
board,  the  marine  ordinances  and  regulations,  and 
enter  in  tiie  proper  officii  a  list  signed  and  witnessed 
of  the  crew  of  his  ship,  and  of  all  who  shall  embark 
on  board  her,  whom  he  shall  not  take  on  board  without 
the  knowledge  and  permission  of  the  oiBcers  of  the 
amrine;  and  in  every  port  and  haven,  where  he  shal 
enter  with  Us  ship,  he  shall  show  this  present  leave  to 
the  officers  and  judges  of  the  marine,  and  shall  give  a 
iaith&il  accoant  to  them,  of  what  passed  and  was  done 
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doring  his  voyage ;  and  be  Bhall  canry  the  coloim, 
arms,  and  ensigns  of  doring  his 

▼ojrage. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  signed  these  presents, 
and  pat  the  seal  of   our  arms   thereunto,  and 
caused  the  same  to  be  countersigned  by 
at  the  day  of 

A«D. 

The  form  of  the  act  containing  the  oath« 

We  of  the  admiralty  of 

do  certify,  that  master  of  the  ship 

named  in  the  above  passport,  hath  taken  the  oath 
mentioned  therein. 

Done  at  the  day  of  A.  D. 

The  form  of  the  certificate  to  be  required  of,  and  to 
be  given  by,  the  magistrates  or  officers  of  the 
customs  of  the  town  and  port,  in  their  respective 
towns  and  ports,  to  the  ships  and  vessels  which 
sail  from  thence,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  28th  article  of  this  present  treaty. 

We  magistrates  (or  officers  of  the 

customs)  of  the  town  and  port  of  >< 
do  certify.and  attest,  that  on  the  day 

of  the  month  of  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  .personally  appeared  before  us 

of  and.  declared, 

by  a  solemn  oath,  that  the  ship  or  vessel  called 

of  about  tons,  whereof 
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of  his  usual  place 

of  habitation,  is  master  or  commander,  does  rightfully 
and  properly  belong  to  him  and  other  subjects  of 

and  to  them  alone ;  that  she  is  now  bound 
firom  the  port  of  to  the  port  of 

laden  with  the  goods  and  merchandises 
hereunder  particularly  described  and  enumerated,  thai 
is  to  say. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  signed  this  certificate, 

and  sealed  it  with  the  seal  of  our  office« 
Given  the  day  of  the  month  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO 

There  is  delivered  to  you  herewith  a  plan  of  a 
treaty  with  his  most  christian  majesty  of  France,  ap* 
proved  of  in  Congress,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States ;  and  you  are  hereby  instructed  to  use  every 
means  in  your  power  for  concluding  it,  conformably  to 
the  plan  you  have  received. 

If  you  shall  find  that  to  be  impracticable,  you  are 
hereby  authorized  to  relax  the  demands  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  enlarge  their  offers  agreeably  to  the  fol- 
lowing directions  : 

If  his  most  christian  majesty  shall  not  consent  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  shall  have  the 
privileges  proposed  in  the  second  article,  then  the 
jUnited  States  ought  not  to  give  the  subjects  of  his  most 
christian  majesty  the  privileges  proposed  in  the  first 
article;  but  that  the  United  States  shall  give  to  his 
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no»t  christian  majesty  the  same  privileges,  liberties, 
and  immunities  at  least,  and  the  like  favour  in  all 
things  which  any  foreign  nation  the  most  favoured 
shall  have'— provided,  bis  most  christian  majesty  shall 
give  to  the  United  States  the  same  benefits,  privileges 
and  immunities  which  the  most  favoured  nation  now 
has,  uses,  or  enjoys. 

And,  in  case  neither  of  these  propositions  .of  equal 
advantages  is  agreed  to,  then  the  whole  of  the  said  ar- 
ticles are  to  be  rejected,  rather  than  obstruct  the  Air- 
ther  progress  of  the  treaty. 

The  fourth  article  must  be  insisted  on. 

The  seventh  article  ought  to  be  obtained,  if  possi- 
ble ;  but  should  be  waved,  rather  than  that  the  treaty 
should  be  interrupted  by  insisting  upon  it. 

His  most  christian  majesty  agreeing,  nevertheless, 
to  use  his  interest  and  influence  to  procure  passes 
from  the  states  mentioned  in  this  article  for  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States  upon  the  Mediterranean. 

The  eighth  article  will  probably  be  attended  with 
some  difficulty.  If  you  find  his  most  christian  majesty 
determined  not  to  agree  to  it,  you  are  empowered  to 
add  to  it,  as  follows : — That  the  United  States  will 
never  be  subject,  or  acknowledge  allegiance,  or  obe- 
dience, to  the  king,  or  crown,  or  parliament  of  Great 
Britain ;  nor  grant  to  that  nation  any  exclusive  trade, 
or  any  advantages,  or  privileges  in  trade,  more  than 
to  his  most  christian  majesty ;  neither  shall  any  treaty 
for  terminating  the  present  war  between  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  or  any  war  which 
may  be  declared  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  against 
his  most  christian  majesty,  in  consequence  of  this 
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tnaC/y  take  eflfect  uaUI  the  expiratioD  of  six  calendar 
iiOQtht  afur  the  negotiation  for  that  purpose  ahall 
have  been  duly  notified,  in  the  former  instance  by 
the  United  States  to  bis  most  cbristiao  majesty,  and 
in  the  other  instance,  by  bis  most  cbristiao  majesty 
to  the  United  States ;  to  the  end  that  both  these  par** 
lies  may  be  included  in  the  peace,  if  they  think 
proper. 

The  twelfth  and  thirteenth  articles  are  to  be  waved, 
if  you  find  that  the  treaty  will  be  interrupted  by  insist* 
ing  on  tbem« 

You  will  press  the  fourteenth  article ;  but  let  not  the 
fite  of  the  treaty  depend  upon  obtaining  it. 

If  bis  aiost  christian  majesty  shouU  be  unwiUtng  to 
agree  to  the  sixteenth  and  twenty-sixth  articles,  you 
are  directed  to  consent  that  the  goods  and  effects  of 
enemies,  on  board  the  ships  and  vessels  of  either  party, 
shall  be  liable  to  seizure  and  confiscation. 
'  The  twenty*fifth  article  is  not  to  be  insisted  on. 

You  will  solicit  the  court  of  France  for  an  immediate 
supply  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  muskets  and  bayo- 
nets, and  a  large  supply  of  ammunition  and  brass  field 
pieces,  to  be  sent  under  convoy  by  France.  The 
United  Slates  engage  for  the  payment  of  the  arms,  ar- 
yilety  and  ammunition,  and  to  indemnify  France  for 
the  expense  of  the  convoy. 

Eogftge  a  few  good  engineers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  France  means  not  to  let 
the  United  States  sink  in  the  present  contest.  But  as 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  true  accounts  of  our  condi- 
tion may  cause  an  opinion  to  be  entertained  that  we 
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are  able  to  support  the  war  on  our  own  strength  and 
resources  longer  than,  in  fact,  we  can  do,  it  will  be 
proper  for  you  to  press  for  the  immediate  and  explicit 
declaration  of  France  in  our  favour,  upon  a  suggestion 
that  a  re-union  with  Great  Britain  may  be  the  conse- 
quence of  a  delay. 

Should  Spain  be  disinclined  to  our  cause,  from  an 
apprehension  of  danger  to  his  dominions  in  South 
America,  you  are  empowered  to  give  the  strongest 
assurances,  that  that  crown  will  receive  no  molesta* 
tion  from  the  United  States,  in  the  possession  of  these 
territories. 

You  will  transmit  to  us  the  most  speedy  and  full 
intelligence  of  your  progress  in  this  business,  and 
of  any  other  transactions  that  it  may  import  us  to 
know. 

You  are  desired  to  get  the  best  and  earliest  infor- 
mation that  you  possibly  can  of  any  negotiations  that 
the  court  of  London  may  be  carrying  on  for  obtaining 
foreign  mercenaries  to  be  sent  against  these  slates  the 
next  campaign ;  and  if  any  such  design  is  in  agitation, 
you  will  endeavour  to  prevail  with  the  court  of 
France  to  exert  its  influence  in  the  most  effectual 
manner  to  prevent  the  execution  of  such  designs. 

You  are  desired  to  obtain,  as  early  as  possible,  a 
publick  acknowledgment  of  the  independency  of  these 
states  on  the  crown  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
by  the  court  of  France. 

In  conducting  this  important  business,  the  Congress 
have  the  greatest  confidence  in  your  address,  abilities, 
vigilance,  and  attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,  and  wish  you  every  success. 
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SEPTEMBER  24,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  ap* 
pointing  commissioDers  to  transact  the  busioesa  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  France. 


SEPTEMBER  36,  1776. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congress  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  the 
court  of  France. 

Resolved,  That  three  be  appointed. 

The  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  B.  Franklin,  Mr.  S. 
Deane,  and  Mr.  T.  Jefferson,  were  elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  draft  of  letters  of  credence  to  the  commis- 
sioners ;  and  that  the  said  committee  report  the  ways 
and  means  of  providing  for  their  subsistence. 

The  members  chosen  were  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  draw  up  and  re- 
port to  Congress  a  set  of  instructions  for  the  commis- 
sioners relative  to  their  entering  into  treaties  and  ne« 
gotiations  with  other  foreign  states  in  Europe. 

Resolved,  That  secrecy  shall  be  observed  until  the 
farther  order  of  Congress;  and  that,  until  permission 
be  obtained  from  Congress  to  disclose  the  particulars 
of  this  business,  no  member  be  permitted  to  say  any 
thing  more  upon  this  subject  than  that  Congress  have 
taken  such  steps  as  they  judged  necessary  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  obtaining  foreign  alliances* 


Ordered,  That  an  express  be  sent  to  Mr.  Jefferson, 
to  inform  hioi  of  his  appointment ;  and  that  a  copy  of 
the  resolve  for  secrecy  be,  at  the  same  time,  transmit- 
ted to  bim ;  and  that  he  be  requested  to  inform  the 
President  at  what  time  and  place  a  vessel  shall  be  sent 
for  him* 

SEPTEMBER  38,  I77e, 

The  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  letters  of  ere- 
denoe,  kc.  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration. 

The  letters  of  credence  being  read  vdnd  amended, 
were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Harnp^ 
ahire^  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  kland,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  PenmyWania,  Delaware,  Ma- 
ryland,  Virginta,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  to  all  who  shall  see  these  prasems,  send 
greeting. 

Whereas  a  trade  upon  equal  terms  between  the  sub* 
jects  of  his  most  christian  majesty  the  king  of  France, 
and  the  people  of  these  states,  will  be  beneficial  to 
both  nations — Know  ye  therefore,  that  we,  confiding 
in  the  prudence  and  integrity  of*  have  ap- 

pointed and  deputed,  and  by  these  presents  do  appoint 
•nd  depute  them  the  said  our  coasmissionerf , 

*  N.  B.  This  blank  was  afterwards  fifled  witti  the  words  Benjamin 
FranUin,  one  of  the  delegates  in  Coogress  from  the  state  of  Pennsylira- 
nia,  and  president  of  the  convention  of  the  said  state,  l^c,  Silas  Deane, 
■ow  in  France,  late  a  delegate  from  the  itate  of  ConnecticmC,  and  Ar* 
Ihur  Lee,  banister  at  law. 
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giviog  and  granting  to  them  the  said  or  any 

two  of  them,  and  in  case  of  the  deatbi  absence,  or  dis- 
ability of  any  two,  to  any  one  of  them,  fall  power  to 
communicate,  treat,  agree  and  conclude  with  his  most 
christian  majesty,  the  king  of  Prance,  or  with  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  by  him  be  for  that  purpose 
authorized,  of  and  upon  a  true  and  sincere  friend« 
ship,  and  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  universal  peace,  for 
the  defence,  protection  and  safety  of  the  navigation 
and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  his  most  chris« 
tian  majesty  and  the  people  of  the  United  States;  and 
to  do  all  other  things,  which  may  conduce  to  those  de- 
sirable ends;  and  promising  in  good  faith  to  ratify 
whatsoever  our  said  commissioners  shall  transact  in 
the  premises* 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  thirtieth  day 
of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-six. — In  testimo- 
ny whereof,  the  President,  by  order  of  the  said 
Congress,  hath  hereunto^  subscribed  his  name, 
and  aflSzed  his  seal. 

President. 
Attest. 

Sec'y. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  should  live  in 
such  a  style  and  manner,  at  the  court  of  France,  as 
they  may  find  suitable  and  necessary  to  support  the 
dignity  of  their  publick  character,  keeping  an  account 
of  their  expenses,  which  shall  be  reimbursed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

VOL.   II.  5 
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That  besides  the  actual  eipeoses  of  the  commiso 
sioners,  a  handsome  allowance  be  made  to  each  of 
them  as  a  compensation  for  their  time,  trouble,  risk  and 
services. 

That  the  secretary  of  the  embassy  be  allowed  a  sala* 
Yj  of  one  thousand  pounds  sterling  per  annum,  with 
the  expenses  of  bis  passage  out  and  home* 

That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  export 
produce,  or  remit  bills,  until  they  make. an  effectual 
lodgment  in  France  of  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  said  commissioners  for 
their  present  support ;  and  report  to  Congress  when 
it  is  effected,  in  order  that  Congress  may  then  consi- 
der what  further  remittances  then  to  order  for  this 
purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  re- 
port be  postponed. 

OCTOBER  22,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  going  to  the 
court  of  France,  be  directed  to  procure  from  that 
court,  at  the  expense  of  these  United  States,  either  by 
purchase,  or  loan,  eight  line  of  battle  ships,  of  seventy- 
four  and  sixty-four  guns,  well  manned  and  fitted  in 
every  respect  for  service  ;  that  as  these  ships  may  be 
useful  in  proportion  to  the  quickness  with  which  they 
may  reach  North  America,  the  commissioners  be  di- 
rected to  expedite  this  negotiation  with  all  possible 
diligence. 
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ifr.  Jefferaon  having  informed  Congress,  that  the 
state  of  his  family  will  not  permit  him  to  accept  the 
honour  of  going  as  their  commissioner  to  Prance, 

Resolved,  That  another  be  elected  in  his  room* 

The  ballots  being  taken,  Arthur  Lee,  esquire,  was 
elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspon- 
dence acquaint  Mr.  Lee  of  his  appointment,  and  that 
his  powers  and  instructions  are  lodged. in  Paris. 

DECEMBER  23,  1776. 

The  committee  of  secret  correspondence  having  ap- 
plied (or  instructions  to  enable  them  to  return  an  an* 
swer  to  the  letter  read  yesterday  from  Mr.  Deane^— 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspon- 
dence be  directed  to  inform  the  commissioners  at  the 
court  of  France,  that  Congress  have  received  no  ad- 
vices concerning  the  proceedings  of  Portugal,  but  what 
they  have  seen  in  the  newspapers,  the  authenticity  of 
which  may  be  doubtful. 

That  Congress  desire  exact  information  from  the 
commissioners,  whether  any  American  vessels  have 
been  prohibited  entering,  or  have  been  conGscated  in 
the  dominions  of  Portugal,  and  on  what  principles. 

That  they  be  directed  to  remonstrate  in  the  firmest 
tone  with  the  Portuguese  ambassador  on  these  sub- 
jects, so  soon  as  they  shaH  have  well  informed  them- 
selves of  the  facts  abovementioned. 

That  the  commissioners  be  authorized  to  arm  and  fit 
for  war  any  number  of  vessels  not  exceeding  six,  at  the 
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expense  of  tbe  United  States,  to  war  upon  British 
property  ;  and  that  commissions  and  warrants  be  for 
this  purpose  sent  to  the  commissioners ;  provided  the 
commissioners  be  well  satisfied  this  measure  will  not 
be  disagreeable  to  the  court  of  France. 

Resolfed,  That  the  commissioners  of  Congress  at 
the  court  of  France  be  authorized  to  borrow,  on  the 
faith  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing two  millions  sterling,  for  a  term  not  less  than  ten 
years. 

That  if  the  money  borrowed  cannot  be  obtained  at 
a  less  interest  than  six  per  cent,  the  commissioners 
be  permitted  io  engage  for  that  rate  of  interest ;  and 
that  they  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  at 
periods  not  less  than  annual. 

That,  if  the  commissioners  can  contract  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  in  the  products  of 
North  America,  to  be  delivered  here,  it  will  be  very 
agreeable  to  Congress. 

« 

DECEMBER  24,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  obtaining  foreign  assis- 
tance. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

DECEMBER  27,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspon- 
dence be  desired  to  direct  the  commissioners  at  the 


1778]  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS.  91 

court  of  France  to  procure,  if  possible,  from  that  court, 
a  hundred  tbousaud  stand  of  arms. 


DECEMBER  28,  1776. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  ob- 
taining foreign  assistance  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be.  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  that  Congress  do  immediately  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  the  same 
into  consideration. 

Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  plan  of  obtaining  foreign  assistance ;  and 
after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed 
the  chair;  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  commit- 
tee, have  had  under  consideration  the  report  to  them 
referred,  and  have  made  sundry  amendments,  but  not 
having  had  time  to  go  through  the  whole,  desire  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  tomorrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  further 
consideration  the  report  of  the  committee. 

DECEMBER  29, 1776. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  plan  of  obtaining  foreign  assistance  ; 
and  after  some  time,  the  President  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Francis  L.  Lee  reported,  That  the  committee 
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have  had  under  consideration  the  report  to  them  re- 
ferred, and  have  made  sundry  farther  amendments, 
which  he  was  ready  to  report. 

Resolved,  that  the  report  be  received,  and  taken 
into  consideration  tomorrow. 


DECEMBER  30,  1776. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being 
read,  the  same  was  taken  into  consideration  :  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  commissioners  be  forthwith  sent  to 
the  courts  of  Vienna,  Spain,  Prussia,  and  the  grand 
duke  of  Tuscany. 

That  the  several  commissioners  of  the  United  States 
be  instructed  to  assure  the  respective  courts,  that  not- 
withstanding the  artful  and  insidious  endeavours  of  the 
court  of  Great  Britain  to  represent  the  Congress  and 
inhabitants  of  these  states  to  the  European  powers  as 
having  a  disposition  again  to  submit  to  the  sovereignty 
of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  their  determination 
at  all  events  to  maintain  their  independence. 

That  the  commissioners  be  respectively  directed  to 
use  every  means  in  their  power  to  procure  the  assis- 
tance of  the  emperor  of  Germany,  and  of  their  most 
christian,  catbolick,  and  Prussian  majesties,  for  pre- 
venting German,  Russian,  or  other  foreign  troops  from 
being  sent  to  America  for  hostile  purposes  against 
these  United  States,  and  for  obtaining  a  recall  of  those 
already  sent. 

That  his  most  christian  majesty  be  induced,  if  pes- 
sible,  to  assist  the  United  States  in  the  present  war  with 
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Great  Britain,  by  attacking  tbe  electorate  of  Hanover, 
or  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  in  Europe, 
the  East  or  West  Indies. 

That  the  commissioners  be  further  empowered  to 
stipulate  with  the  court  of  France,  that  all  the  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  tbe  West  India  islands 
ahall  be  carried  on  by  vessels  either  belonging  to  the 
subjects  of  hb  most  chrutlan  majesty,  or  of  these  states, 
each  having  free  liberty  to  carry  on  such  trade. 

That  tbe  commissioners  be  likewise  instructed  to 
assure  his  most  christian  majesty,  that  should  his  forces 
be  employed,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  the  United 
States,  to  exclude  his  Britannick  majesty  from  any  share 
in  the  cod  fishery  of  America,  by  reducing  the  islands 
of  Newfoundland  and  Cape  Breton,  and  ships  of  war 
be  furnished,  when  required  by  the  United  States,  to 
reduce  Nova  Scotia,  tbe  fishery  shall  be  enjoyed  equal- 
ly and  in  common  by  the  subjects  of  his  most  christian 
majesty  and  of  these  states,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
nations  and  people  whatever  ;  and  half  the  island  of 
Newfoundland  shall  be  owned  by  and  subject  to  tbe 
jurisdiction  of  his  most  christian  majesty  ;  provided 
that  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  island  of  Cape  Breton, 
and  the  remaining  part  of  Newfoundland  be  annexed 
to  the  territory  and  government  of  the  United  States, 

That  should  the  proposals  already  made  be  insuffi- 
cient to  produce  the  proposed  declaration  of  war,  and 
the  commissioners  are  convinced  that  it  cannot  be 
otherwise  accomplished,  they  assure  his  most  christian 
majesty,  that  such  of  tbe  British  West  India  islands  as 
in  the  course  of  the  war  shall  be  reduced  by  the  united 
force  of  France  and  tbe  United  States,  shall  be  yielded 
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in  absolute  property  to  his  most  chrislian  majesty ;  and 
the  United  States  engage,  on  timely  notice,  to  farnish 
at  their  expense,  and  deliver  at  some  convenient  port 
or  ports  in  the  said  United  States,  provisions  for  car- 
rying on  expeditions  against  the  said. islands  to  the 
amoant  of  two  million  of  dollars,  and  six  frigates 
mounting  not  less  than  twenty-four  guns  each,  manned 
and  6tted  for  the  sea ;  and  to  render  any  other  assistance 
which  may  be  in  their  power,  as  becomes  good  allies* 

That  the  commissioners  for  the  courts  of  France  and 
Spain  consult  together,  and  prepare  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  alliance,  as  near  as  may  be,  similar  to  the 
first  proposed  to  the  court  of  France,  not  inconsistent 
therewith,  nor  disagreeable  to  his  roost  christian  ma- 
jesty, to  be  proposed  to  the  court  of  Spain — adding 
thereto,  ^'  That  if  his  catholick  majesty  will  join  with 
''  the  United  States  in  war  against  Great  Britain,  they 
^'  will  assist  in  reducing  to  the  possession  of  Spain'  the 
''  town  and  harbour  of  Pensacola ;  provided  that  the 
^^  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  United  Slates  shall 
^<  have  the  free  and  uninterrupted  navigation  of  the 
^'  Mississippi,  and  use  of  the  harbour  of  Pensacola  ; 
'^  and  will,  provided  it  be  true  that  his  Portuguese  ma* 
^' jesty  has  insultingly  expelled  the  vessels  of  these 
^'  states  from  his  ports,  or  hath  confiscated  any  such 
«<  vessels,  declare  war  against  the  said  king,  if  that 
''  measure  shall  be  agreeable  to  and  supported  by  the 
'^courts  of  France  and  Spain." 

That  the  commissioners  for  the  court  of  Berlin  con- 
sult with  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of  France,  and 
prepare  such  a  treaty  or  treaties  of  friendship  and 
commerce,  to  be  proposed  to  the  king  of  Prussia,  as 
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•hall  not  be  disagreeable  to  their  most  christian  and 
catbolick  majesties. 

That  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of  France  be 
informed  of  the  designs  of  Congress  to  send  commis- 
sioners to  the  courts  of  Vienna,  and  the  grand  duke  of 
Tuscany,  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  those  princes, 
and  to  form  such  treaties  of  commerce  as  may  be  be- 
neficial  to  those  countries  and  the  United  States,  and 
directed  to  acquaint  the  ambassadors  from  their  courts 
to  that  of  France  with  this  design ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  to  solicit,  through  those  ambassadors,  the  inter- 
ference of  the  emperor  and  the  duke  of  Tuscany  to 
prevent  Great  Britain  from  sending  foreign  troops  to 
this  country,  and  to  procure  a  recall  of  such  foreign 
troops  as  are  already  here. 

JANUARY  1,  1777. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commissioner! 
to  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Spain,  &c.    And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  B.  Franklin  be  directed  to  pro* 
ceed  to  the  court  of  Spain,  and  there  transact,  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  such  business  as  shall  be  entrust- 
ed to  him  by  Congress,  agreeably  to  the  instructions 
that  may  be  given  him,  and  transmitted  by  the  com- 
mittee  of  secret  correspondence. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspon- 
dence prepare  a  commission  for  Dr.  Franklin. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
to  the  other  courts  be  postponed  to  Friday  neyt. 
VOL.  II.  6 
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JANUARY  2,  1777. 

The  committee  of  secret  correspondence  broogbt  to 
the  form  of  a  commission  to  B.  Franklin,  esquire,  com- 
missioner to  the  court  of  Spain,  which  was  read  ;  and 
after  debate, 

Resolyed,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three. 

The  members  chosen  were  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  committee  to  whom  Dr.  Franklin's  commission 
was  referred  brought  in  a  draft,  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to  as  follows  i 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
and  Georgia— To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents, 
send  greeting. 

Whereas  a  friendly  and  commercial  connexion  be- 
tween the  subjects  of  his  catholick  majesty  the  king 
of  Spain  and  the  people  of  these  states  will  be  bene- 
ficial to  both  nations : — Know  ye,  therefore,  that  we, 
confiding  in  the  prudence  and  integrity  of  Benjamin 
Franklin,  one  of  the  delegates  in  Congress  from  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  commissioner  from  these 
United  States  to  the  court  of  France,  have  appointed 
and  deputed,  and  by  these  presents  do  appoint  and  de- 
pute, him  the  said  B.  Franklin,  our  commissioner ; 
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giving  and  grantiog  to  him,  the  said  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, full  power  to  commanicate,  treat,  and  conclude 
with  his  catholick  majesty  the  king  of  Spain,  or  with 
such  person  or  persons  as  shall  by  him  be  (or  that  pur- 
pose authorized,  of  and  upon  a  true  and  sincere  friend- 
ship, and  a  firm,  inviolable  and  universal  peace,  for 
the  defence,  protection,  and  safety  of  the  navigation 
and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  his  catholick 
majesty  and  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  and  also 
to  enter  into,  and  agree  upon,  a  treaty  with  his  catho- 
lick majesty,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  by 
him  authorized  for  such  purpose,  for  assistance  in  car- 
rying on  the  present  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
these  United  States  $  and  to  do  all  other  things  which 
may  conduce  to  those  desirable  ends ;  and  promising 
in  good  faith  to  ratify  whatsoever  our  said  commis- 
sioner shall  transact  in  the  premises:  Provided  al- 
ways, that  the  said  Benjamin  Franklin  shall  continue 
to  be  possessed  of  all  the  powers  heretofore  given  him 
as  a  commissioner  to  the  court  of  France  from  these 
states,  so  long  as  he  shall  remain  and  be  present  at 
the  said  court. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Baltimore,  the  second  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven.  In  testimony 
whereof  the  President,  by  order  of  the  said  Con- 
gress, hath  hereunto  subscribed  his  name  and  af- 
fixed his  seal. 

President. 
Attest. 

Secretary. 


4t  SBCBET  JOmtlTAL.  {M*J% 

Ordered,  That  acopy  be  made  out  and  UaMmitted 
to  Dr.  Fraoklio. 

Resolved,  That  a  new  commission  be  sent  to  the 
€ommissk»ers  at  the  coart  of  France,  inclnding  the 
fiuther  powers  given  in  the  commission  now  agreed  to» 

MAY  1,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  be  made  oat  and  sent 
to  Aithor  Lee,  esquire,  empowering  him,  in  behalfof  the 
United  States,  to  transact  sodi  business  at  the  court  of 
Spain  as  shall  be  entrusted  to  him  by  Congress,  agreea- 
biy  to  the  instructions  that  may  be  given  him,  and 
transmitted  by  the  committee  for  foreign  a&irs. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  laws  and  customs  of  nations  respect* 
ing  neutrality,  and  to  report  their  opinion,  whether  the 
conduct  of  the  king  of  Portugal,  in  forbidding  the  yes- 
sels  of  the  United  States  to  enter  his  ports,  and  or* 
dering  those  already  there  to  depart  at  a  short  day,  is 
not  a  breach  of  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  will  justify 
acts  of  hostility  against  the  subjects  of  the  said  king. 

The  members  chosen  were  Mr«  Wibon,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  and  Mr*  R.  H.  Lee. 

MAY  7,  1777. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commissioners 
for  foreign  courts  \  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Ralph 
Izard,  esquire,  was  elected  for  the  court  of  Tuscany. 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  the  other  commiff- 
sioners  be  postponed. 
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MAY  9,   1777. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commisv 
sioner  for  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin  ;  and  the 
balloU  being  taken,  William  Lee,  esquire,  was  elected. 

'MAY  12,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  afiairs  pre* 
pare  a  draft  of  a  commission  and  proper  instructions) 
for  the  commissioners  appointed  to  the  courts  of  Ma- 
drid, Vienna,  Berlin,  and  Tuscany. 

.    MAY  19,  1777. 

The  committee  of  foreign  afiairs  brought  in  a  draft 
of  «k  commission  and  instructions  to  the  commissioners 
to  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Spain,  Berlin,  and  the  grand 
duke  of  Tuscany,  which  were  read ;  and,  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted. 

MAY  31,  1777. 

The  committee  for  foreign  afiairs  brought- in  a  draft 
of  a  commission  to  Arthur  Lee,  commissioner  at  the 
court  of  Madrid,  which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to  Wednesday  next;  and  that,  on  that  day. 
Congress  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  foreign 
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and  the  instructions  given  to  the  commissioners  of  Coo- 
gress  at  foreign  courts. 

JUNE  5,  1777. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  consider  further  the  commission  to  A.  Lee, 
esquire,  and  the  state  of  foreign  affairs;  and,  after 
some  time,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
F«  L.  Lee  reported.  That  the  committee  have  agreed 
to  the  form  of  a  commission  to  A.  Lee,  esquire,  and 
have  come  to  a  resolution  on  the  instructions  given 
to  the  commissioners.  The  commission  being  ready 
If  as  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  Of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,.  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia — To  all 
who  shall  see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

Whereas  a  friendly  and  commercial  connexion  be- 
tween the  subjects  of  his  catholick  majesty  the  king  of 
'  Spain  and  the  people  of  these  states,  will  be  beneficial 
to  both  nations ; — Know  ye,  therefore,  that  we,  confid- 
ing in  the  prudence  and  integrity  of  Arthur  Lee,  esquire, 
of  Virginia,  have  appointed  and  deputed,  and  by  these 
presents  do  appoint  and  depute  him  the  said  Arthur 
Lee,  our  commissioner,  giving  and  granting  to  him,  the 
said  Arthur  Lee,  full  power  to  communicate,  treat,  and 
conclude  with  bis  catholick  majesty,  the  king  of  Spain, 


or  with  8Qcb  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  by  him  for 
that  purpose  authorized,  of  and  upon  a  true  aod  sin* 
cere  friendship,  and  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  univerBal 
peace,  for  the  defence,  protection  and  safety  of  the 
navigation  and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  his 
catbolick  majesty  and  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
and  also,  to  enter  into,  and  agree  upon  a  treaty  with 
bis  catholick  majesty,  or  such  person  or  persons  as 
shall  be  by  him  authorized  for  that  purpose,  for  assis- 
tance in  carrying  on  the  present  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  to  do  all  oUier  things 
which  may  conduce  to  those  desirable  ends  ;  and  pro* 
mising  in  good  faith  to  ratify  whatsoever  our  said  com* 
roissioner  shall  transact  in  the  premises :  Provided  al- 
ways,' that  the  said  Arthur  Lee  shall  continue  to  be 
possessed  of  all  the  powers  heretofore  given  him,  as  a 
commissioner  at  the  court  of  France  from  these  states, 
so  long  as  he  shall  rtemain  in,  and  be  present  at,  the 
said  court. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  fifth  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  seventy-seven.  In  testimony 
whereof,  the  President,  by  order  of  the  said  Con- 
gress, hath  hereunto  subscribed  his  name,  and 
affixed  bis  seal. 

[l.8.]  President. 

Attest. 

Secretary. 


#■• 
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The  refolntioQ  leported  by  the  coanittee  of  the 
ivliole,  was  read ;  and,  after  debate,  on  the  qaeition 
being  pat. 

It  passed  in  the  n^atiye* 

JUNE  27,  1777. 


The  committee  for  foreign  affiiirs  brought  ida  draft  of 
commissions  and  instroctions  to  William  Lee,  esquire, 
commissioner  to  the  coort  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  and  to 
Ralph  Izard,  esquire,  commissioner  to  the  court  of  Tus- 
cany, which  were  read  ;  and,  after  debate,  the  determi- 
nation on  a  part  of  the  instructions  was,  at  the  request 
of  a  state,  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

JUNE  98,  1777. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  commis- 
sions  and  instructions  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  the  courts  of  Vienna,  and 
Berlin,  and  the  grand  duke  of  Tuscany ;  and,  after 
debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted. 

JULY  1,  1777. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  were 
recommitted  the  commissions  and  instructions  to  the 
commissioners  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  and 
the  grand  duke  of  Tuscany,  brought  in  another  draft 
of  commissions  and  instructions,  which,  being  taken 
into  consideration,  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 
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C«MllIS$IO«   TO   WILLIAM  LIB* 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Viiginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia — To  all 
who  shall  see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

Whereas  a  friendly  and  commercial  connexion  be- 
tween the  subjects  of  his  imperial  majesty ,-the  emperor 
of  Germany,  and  the  people  of  these  states,  will  be  be- 
neficial to  both  nations : — Know  ye,  therefore,  that  we, 
reposing  special  frust  and  confidence  in  the  zeal,  fide- 
lity, abilities  and  assiduity  of  William  Lee,  esquire,  of 
the  state  of  Virginia,  have  appointed  and  deputed,  and  by 
these  presents  do  appoint  and  depute  the  said  William 
Lee  our  commissioner,  giving  and  granting  to  our  said 
commissioner  full  power  aud  authority  to  communicate 
and  treat  with  his  imperial  majesty,  the  emperor  of 
Germany,  or  with  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be 
by  him  for  such  purpose  authorized,  of  and  upon  a 
true  and  sincere  friendship,  and  a  firm,  inviolable,  and 
universal  peace,  for  the  defence,  protection  and  safety 
of  the  navigation  and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects 
of  his  imperial  majesty  and  the  people  of  the  United 
States ;  and  to  do  not  only  all  such  things  as  may  con- 
duce to  those  desirable  ends,  but  also,  to  transact  and 
execute  all  such  other  matters  as  shall  hereafter  be 
given  him  in  charge* 

VOL.  H.  7 
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Done  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  first  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-seven.  In  testimony  whereof 
the  President,  by  order  of  the  said  Congress, 
hath  hereunto  subscribed  his  name  and  affixed 

*  his  seal. 

(Signed)  JOHl*  HANCOCK,  President. 

Attest, 
Charles 'Thomsoh,  Secretary. 

Another  commission  to  William  Lee,  esquire,  com- 
missioner to  his  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  in  the 
same  terms,  mutatis  mutandis. 

A  commission  to  Ralph  Izard,  esquire,  of  the  state  of 
South  Carolina,  commissioner  to  his  royal  highness  the 
grand  duke  of  Tuscany,  similar  to  that  to  William 
Lee,  mutatis  mutandis. 

INSTaUCTIONS   TO   WILLIAM   LBfi,   ES^DIRE. 
SIR, 

Herewith  you  will  receive  commissions  from  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  au- 
thorizing and  appointing  you  to  represent  the  said 
Congress  as  their  commissioner  at  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Berlin.  You  will  proceed  with  all  convenient  ex- 
pedition to  those  courts  ;  visiting  that  first,  which,  on 
consultatioi)  with  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of 
France,  shall  be  judged  most  proper.  You  will  lose 
no  time  in  announcing  in  form  to  those  courts,  the 
declaration  of  Independence  made  in  Congress  on  the 
fourth  day  of  July,  1776.    The  reasons  of  this  act  of 
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lodependence  are  so  strongly  adduced  in  the  declara- 
tion itself,  that  further  argument  is  unnecessary*  As 
it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  these  states,  that 
Great  Britain  be  effectually  obstructed  in  the  plan  of 
sending  German  and  Russian  troops  to  North  Ameri-! 
ca,  you  will  exert  all  possible  address  and  vigour  to 
cultivate  the  friendship  and  procure  the  interference 
of  the  emperor  and  of  Prussia.  To  this  end  you  will 
propose  treaties  of  friendship  and  commerce  with  these 
powers,  upon  the  same  commercial  principles  as  were 
the  basis  of  the  first  treaties  of  friendship  and  com- 
merce proposed  to  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  by 
our  commissioners,  and  which  were  approved  in  Con- 
gress the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  1776,  and  not 
interfering  with  any  treaties  which  may  have  been  pro- 
posed to,  or  concluded  with,  the  courts  abovemen- 
tioned.  For  your  better  instruction  herein,  th^  com- 
missioners at  the  court  of  Versailles  will  be  desired 
to  furnish  you,  from  Paris,  with  a  copy  of*the  treaty 
originally  proposed  by  Congress,  to  be  entered  into 
with  France,  together  with  tbe  subsequent  alterations 
tbat  have  been  proposed  on  either  side. 

You  are  to  propose  no  treaty  of  commerce  to  be  of 
longer  duration  than  the  term  of  twelve  years  from  the 
date  of  its  ratification  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  And  it  must  never  be  forgotten,  in  these  com- 
mercial treaties,  that  reciprocal  and  equal  advantages 
to  the  people  of  both  countries  be  firmly  and  plainly 
secured. 

There  being  reasons  to  suppose  that  his  Prussian 
majesty  makes  commerce  an  object,  you  will  not  fail 
to  place  before  him,  in  the  clearest  light,  the  great 
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advantages  that  may  result  from  a  free  trade  between 
the  Prussian  dominions  and  North  America* 

You  will  seize  the  first  favourable  moment  to  aoli- 
city  with  decent  firmness  and  respect,  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  independence  of  these  states,  and  the 
publick  reception  of  their  commissioner  as  the  repre-* 
sentative  of  sovereign  states*  The  measiires  yQu  may 
take  in  the  premises,  and  the  occurrences  of  your  ne* 
gotiition,  you  will  communicate  to  Congress  by  every 
opportunity* 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  these  in- 
structions, and  all  oihers  which  you  may  receive  from 
time  to  time,  should  be  kept  as  secret  as  circumstan- 
ces will  admit* 

INSTRUCTIONS   TO   RALPH   IZARD,   ESdUIRX* 
SIR, 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  commission  from  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  au» 
thorizing  and  appointing  you  to  represent  the  said  Con- 
gress as  their  commissioner'  at  the  court  of  the  grand 
duke  of  Tuscany*  You  will  proceed  with  all  conve- 
nient expedition  to  the  court  of  the  grand  duke;  and 
will  lose  no  time  in  announcing  in  form  the  declara- 
tion of  Independence  made  in  Congress  the  fourth  day 
of  July,  1776*  The  reasons  of  this  act  of  Indepen- 
dence are  so  strongly  adduced  in  the  declaration  itself, 
that  further  argument  is  unnecessary* 

As  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  these  states 
that  Great  Britain  be  effectually  obstructed  in  the  plan 
of  sending  Grerman  and  Russian  troops  to  North  Ame- 
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rica,  jofi  will  exerl  all  possible  address  to  prevail  with 
the  graod  duke  to  use  his  influence  with  the  emperor 
and  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain  to  this  end. 

You  will  propose  a  treaty  of  friendship  and  com- 
nerce  with  the  said  grand  duke  upon  the  same  com- 
mercial  principles  as  were  the  basis  of  the  first  trea- 
ties of  friendship  and  commerce  proposed  to  the  courts 
of  France  and  Spain  by  our  commissioners,  and  which 
were  approved  in  Congress  the  seventeenth  day  of 
September,  1776,  and  not  interfering  with  any  treaties 
which  may  have  been  proposed  to  or  concluded  with 
the  courts  abovementioned.  For  your  better  instruc- 
tion herein,  the  commissioners  st  the  court  of  Versailles 
will  be  desired  to  furnish  you,  from  Paris,  with  a  copy 
of  the  treaty  originally  proposed  by  Congress  to  be 
entered  into  with  France,  together  with  the  subsequent 
alterations  that  have  been  proposed  on  either  side. 

You  are  to  propose  no  treaty  of  commerce  to  be  of 
longer  duration  than  the  term  of  twelve  years  from 
the  date  of  its  ratification  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  And  it  must  never  be  forgotten  in 
Ih^  commercial  treaties,  that  reciprocal  and  equal 
advantages  to  the  people  of  both  countries  be  firmly 
and  plainly  secured. 

There  being  reason  to  suppose  that  his  royal  high- 
ness  makes  commerce  an  object  of  his  attention,  you 
will  not  fail  to  place  before  him,  in  the  clearest  light, 
the  great  advantages  that  may  result  from  a  free  trade 
between  Tuscany  and  North  America. 

You  will  seize  the  first  favourable  moment  to  solicit, 
wid)  firmness  and  respect,  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
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independence  of  these  states,  and  the  publick  recep- 
tion of  their  commissioner  as  the  representative  of  so- 
vereign statei^. 

The  measures  you  may  take  in  the  premises,  and 
the  occurrences  of  your  negotiation,  you  will  commu* 
nicate  to  Congress  by  every  opportunity. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  these  in- 
structions, and  all  others  which  yon  may  receive  from 
time  to  time,  should  be  kept  as  secret  as  circumstan- 
ces will  admit. 


JULY  2,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  be 
instructed  to  prepare  a  commission  to  one  or  more  of 
the  comn^issioners  appointed  to  foreign  courts,  to  em- 
power him  or  them  to  represent  the  Congress  at  the 
states  general  of  the  United  Netherlands. 

•  JULY  3,  1777. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs  brought  in  the 
form  of  a  commission  to  a  commissioner  to  the  states 
general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  which  was  read  : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commission  and  instructions  to 
the  commissioner  to  the  states  general  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  be  the  same  as  those  given  to  the  com- 
missioners to  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Berlin,  and  the 
grand  duke  of  Tuscany. 

The  committee  for  foreign  aflbirs  brought  in  the 
Jraft  of  a  commission  and  instructions  to  the  commis- 
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tioner  to  be  sent  to  the  states  general  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  which  were  read. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


DECEMBER  3,  1777. 

ResoWed,  That  if  the  money  borrowed  cannot  be 
obtained  at  a  less  interest  than  six  per  cent,  the  com- 
missioners be  permitted  to  engage  for  that  rate  of  in- 
terest ;  and  that  they  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  at  periods  not  less  than  annual. 

That  the  commissioners  be  instructed  to  consider 
the  money  hereby  directed  to  be  borrowed  as  a  fund 
to  be  applied  (unless  Congress  direct  otherwise)  solely 
to  the  purpose  of  answering  such  drafts  as  Congress 
shall  make  for  the  purpose  of  lessening  the  sum  of  pa- 
per money  in  circulation. 

That  in  order  more  effectually  to  answer  the  good 
purposes  intended  by  this  plan,  the  commissioners  be 
also  instructed  to  keep  as  secret  as  the  nature  of  the 
thing  will  permit,  whatever  loan  they  shall  be  able  to 
obtain  for  this  purpose  on  account  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  the  commissioners  be  desired  to  give 
Congress  the  most  early  and  repeated  information  of 
their  success  in  this  application. 

FEBRUARY  4,  1778, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioner  at  the  court  of 
Tuscany  be  empowered  and  directed  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  a  loan  of  money,  not  exceeding  one  million 
sterling,  at  the  usual  rate  of  interest,  on  the  faith  of 
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the  tUrteen  United  States  of  Americt,  for  a  term  not 
less  than  ten  years,  with  permission,  if  practicable,  to 
repay  the  same  sooner,  if  it  shall  be  agreeable  to  these 
states,  giving  to  the  lender  twelve  months  previous 
notice  of  such  intention  to  return  the  money. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  afiairs  sig- 
nify to  the  commissioner  at  the  court  of  Tuscaoy, 
that  if  the  money,  which  he  is  directed  to  borrow, 
cannot  be  obtained  at  a  less  interest  than  sis  per  cen- 
tum, he  is  permitted  to  engage  for  that  rate ;  and  that 
he  stipulate,  if  possible,  for  the  payment  of  the  inte- 
rest by  annexing  it  to  the  principal  annually  daring 
the  continuance  of  the  present  war ;  after  which  the 
interest  shall  be  paid  off  yearly  as  it  becomes  due* 

That  the  said  commissioner  be  instructed  further  to 
consider  the  money  to  be  borrowed  by  him  as  a  fund 
to  be  applied  (unless  Congress  shall  direct  otherwise) 
solely  to  answer  f  och  drafts  as  Congress  may  make 
for  the  purpose  of  lessening  the  sum  of  paper  money 
in  circulation. 

That  he  be  also  instructed  to  keep  as  secret  as  the 
nature  of  the  thing  will  admit  whatever  loan  he  shall 
be  able  to  obtain  on  account  of  these  United  States ; 
and  to  give  the  most  early  and  repeated  information  to 
Congress  of  his  progress  in  the  directed  application. 
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Full  pow€n  of  Mr.  Gerard,  in  Freneb** 

THE   TRANSLATION. 

Lewis,  by  the  grace  of  God  kiag  o[  Fraoce  and 
Navarre,  to  all  who  shall  see  thepe  preseots, 
Greeting. 

The  Congress  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  North 
America  having  made  known  to  us,  by  their  plenipo- 
tentiaries residing  at  Paris,  their  desire  to  establish 
between  us  and  our  dominions  a  good  understanding, 
and  a  perfect  correspondence ;  and  having  for  that 
purpose  proposed  to  conclude  with  us  a  treaty  of  ami- 
ty and  commerce  ;  and  we  having  thought  it  our\]uty 
to  give  to  the  said  states  a  sensible  jproof  of  our  affec- 
tion, by  a  determination  to  accept  of  their  proposals  : 
For  these  causes^  and  other  good  considerations  us 
thereunto  moving,  we,  reposing  entire  confidence  in 
the  abilities,  experience,  zeal,  and  fidelity  for  our  ser- 
vice of  our  dear  and  beloved  Conrad  Alexander  Ge- 
rard, royal  syndic  of  the  city  of  Strasburg,  and  sec- 
retary of  our  council  of  state,  ha?e  nominated, 
appointed  and  commissioned,  and  by  these  presents 
sigaed  with  our  hand,  do  nominate,  appoint,  and  com- 
mission him  our  plenipotentiary,  giving  him  power  and 
special  command  for  us,  and  in  our  name,  to  agree 
upon,  conclude  and  sign  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of 

*  For  the  treaty  of  comnieiGe. 
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the  United  States,  equally  furnished  in  due  form  with 
full  power,  such  treaty,  convention,  and  articles   of 
commerce  and  navigation,  as  he  shall  think  proper, 
willing  that  he  act  with  the  same  authority  as  we  might 
or  could  act,  if  we  were  personally  present,  and  even 
as  though  he  had  more  special  command  than  what  is 
herein  contained ;  promising  in  good  faith  and  on  the 
word  of  a  king,  to  agree  to,  confirm,  and  establish  for« 
ever,  and  to  accomplish  and  execute  punctually,  all 
that  our  said  dear  and  beloved  Conrad  Alexander  Ge- 
rard shall  stipulate  and  sign,  by  virtue  of  the  present 
power,  without  contravening  it  in  any  manner,  or  suf- 
fering it  to  be  contravened  for  any  cause,  or  under  any 
pretext  whatsoever ;  and  also  to  ratify  the  same  in 
due  form,  and  cause  our  ratification  to  be  delivered 
and  exchanged  in  the  time  that  shall  be  agreed  on. 
For  such  is  our  pleasure. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  seal. 

Done  at  Versailles,  this  thirtieth  day  of  Januaryi 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight,  and  the  fourth  year  of  our 
reign. 

[l.  s.]  Signed,  LOUIS. 

By  the  King. 

Gavier  de  Veroenvbs. 

The  treaties  are  executed  in  French  and  English. 
The  English  is  as  follows : 
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TREATY  OF  AMITY  AND  COXMERCK. 


The  most  christian  king,  and  the  thirteen  United 
States  of  North  America,  viz.  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Ma- 
ryland, Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  willing  to  fix  in  an  equitable  and 
permanent  manner  the  rules  which  ought  to  be  fol- 
lowed relative  to  the  correspdndence  and  commerce 
which  the  two  parties  desire  to  establish  between  their 
respective  countries,  states,  and  subjects  ;  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  the  said  United  States  have  judg- 
ed that  the  said  end  could  not  be  better  obtained,  than 
bj  taking,  for  the  basis^  of  their  agreement,  the  most 
perfect  equality  and  reciprocity,  and  by  carefully 
avoiding  all  those  burdensome  preferences  which  are 
usually  sources  of  debate,  embarrassment,  and  discon- 
tent, by  leaving  also  each  party  at  liberty  to  make, 
respecting  navigation  and  commerce,  those  interiour 
regulations  which  it  shall  find  most  convenient  to  itself, 
and  by  founding  the  advantage  of  commerce  solely 
upon  reciprocal  utility  and  the  just  rules  of  free  inter* 
course,  reserving  withal  to  each  party  the  liberty  of 
admitting,  at  its  pleasure,  other  nations  to  a  participa- 
tion of  the  same  advantages.  It  is  in  the  spirit  of 
this  intention,  and  to  fulfil  these  views,  that  his  said 
majesty,  having  named  and  appointed  for  his  plenipo- 
tentiary, Conrad  Alexandef  Gerard,  royal  syndic  of 
the  city  of  Strasburg,  secretary  of  his  majesty^s 
council  of  state ;  and  the  United  States,  on  their  part. 
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having  fully  empowered  Benjamin  Franklin,  deputy 
from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  general  Con- 
gress, and  president  of  the  convention  of  said  state, 
Silas  Deane,  late  deputy  from  the  state  of  Connecticut 
to  the  said  Congress,  and  Arthur  Lee,  counsellor  at 
law.  The  said  respective  plenipotentiaries,  after  ex^ 
changing  their  powers,  and  after  mature  deiiberatiod, 
have  concluded  and  agreed  upon  the  following  articles. 

ARTICLE    I. 

There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  universal 
peace,  and  a  true  and  sincere  friendship  between  the 
most  christian  king,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  the  subjects  of  the  most 
christian  king  and  of  the  said  states,  and  between  the 
countries,  islands,  cities  and  towns  situate  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  most  christian  king,  and  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  the  people  and  inhabitants  of  every 
degree  without  exception  of  persons  or  places ;  and 
the  terms  hereinafter  mentioned  shall  be  perpetual 
between  the  most  christian  king,  his  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, and  the  said  United  States* 

ARTICLE    II. 

The  most  christian  king  and  the  United  States  en- 
gage, mutually,  not  to  grant  any  particular  favour  to 
other  nations  in  respect  to  commerce  and  navigation, 
which  shall  not  immediately  become  common  to  the 
other  party,  who  shall  enjoy  the  same  favour  freely,  if 
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tbe  coacetsioD  was  freeljr  made,  or,  oo  allowing  the 
same  compensation,  if  the  concession  was  conditional. 


ARTICLK    III. 

The  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king  shall  pay  in 
tbe  ports,  havens,  roads,  countries,  islands,  cities  or 
towns  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  no  other 
greater  duties  or  imposts,  of  what  nature  soever  they 
may  be,  or  by  what  name  soever  called,  than  those 
which  the  nations  most  favoured  are,  or  shall  be 
obliged  to  pay ;  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  exemptions  in 
trade,  navigation  and  commerce,  whether  in  passing 
from  one  port  in  the  said  states  to  another,  or  in 
going  to  or  from  the  same,  from  and  to  any4>art  of 
the  world,  which  the  said  nations  do  or  shall  enjoy. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

The  subjects,  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  each  of  them,  shall  not  pay  in  the 
ports,  havens,  roads,  isles,  cities  and  places  under  the 
domination  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  in  Europe, 
any  other  or  greater  duties  or  imposts,  of  what  nature 
soever  they  may  be,  or  by  what  name  soever  called, 
than  those  which  tbe  most  favoured  nations  are  or 
shall  be  obliged  to  pay ;  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the 
rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  exemptions 
in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce,  whether  in  passing 
from  one  port  in  the  said  dominions  in  £urope  to 
another,  or  in  going  to  and  from  the  same,  from  and  to 
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any  pari  of  the  world,  which  the  said  nations  do  or 
shall  enjoy. 

ARTICLE   V. 

In  the  above  exemption  is  particularly  comprised 
the  imposition  of  one  hundred  sous  per  ton,  established 
in  France  on  foreign  ships,  unless  when  the  ships  of 
the  United  States  shall  load  with  merchandises  of 
France  for  another  port  of  the  same  dominion,  in  which 
case  the  said  ships  shall  pay  the  duty  abovementioned 
so  long  as  other  nations,  the  most  favoured,  shall  be 
obliged  to  pay  it.  But  it  is  understood  that  the  said 
United  States,  or  any  of  them,  are  at  liberty  when  they 
shall  judge  it  proper  to  establish  a  duty  equivalent  in 
the  same  case. 


ARTICLE   VI. 


The  most  christian  king  shall  endeavour,  by  all  the 
means  in  his  power,  to  protect  and  defend  all  vessela 
and  the  effects  belonging  to  the  subjects,  people^  or 
inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them, 
being  in  his  ports,  havens  or  roads,  or  on  the  seas 
near  to  his  countries,  islands,  cities  or  towns,  and  to 
recover  and  restore  to  the  right  owners,  their  agents 
or  attoroeys,  all  such  vessels  and  effects  which  shall 
be  taken  within  his  jurisdiction  ;  and  the  ships  of  war 
of  his  most  christian  majesty,  or  any  convoy  sailing 
under  his  authority,  shall  upon  all  occasions  take  under 
their  protection  all  vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects, 
people  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any 
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of  cheiOy  and  holding  the  same  coarse,  or  going  the 
same  way,  and  shall  defend  soch  vessels  as  long  as 
they  hold  the  same  course,  or  go  the  same  way,  against 
all  attacks,  force  or  violence,  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  ought  to  protect  and  defend  the  vessels  belonging 
to  the  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king. 

ARTICLE   VII. 

In  like  manner  the  said  United  States,  and  their 
ships  of  war  sailing  under  their  authority,  shall  pro- 
tect  and  defend,  conformably  to  the  tenor  of  (he  pre- 
ceding article,  all  the  vessels  and  effects  belonging 
to  the  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king,  and  use  all 
their  endeavours  to  recover,  and  cause  to  be  restored, 
the  said  vessels  and  effects  that  shall  have  been  taken 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any 
•f  them. 


ARTICLE   VIII. 

The  most  christian  king  will  employ  his  good  offices 
and  interposition  with  the  king  or  emperor  of  Moroc- 
co, or  Fez,  the  regencies  of  Algiers,  Tunis  and  Tripo- 
li, or  with  any  of  them,  and  also  with  every  other 
prince,  state  or  power  of  the  coast  of  Barbary,  in 
Africa,  and  with  the  subjects  of  the  said  king,  empe- 
ror, states  and  powers,  and  each  of  them,  in  order  to 
provide  as  fully  and  efficaciously  as  possible  for  the 
benefit,  conveniency  and  safety  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  each  of  them,  their  subjects,  people  and 
inhabitants,  and  their  vessels  and  effects,  against  all* 
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ARTICLE    IX. 


The  subjects,  inhabitants,  merchants,  commanders 
of  ships,  masters  and  mariners  of  the  states,  provinces 
and  dominions  of  each  party,  respectively,  shall  ab- 
stain and  forbear  to  fish  in  all  places  possessed,  or 
which  shall  be  possessed,  by  the  other  party*  The 
most  christian  king's  subjects  shall  not  fish  in  the  ha* 
rttta^  bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places,  which  the 
said  United  States  hold  or  shall  hereafter  hold  ;  and  ia 
Uke  manner  the  subjects,  people  and  inhabitants  of 
the  said  United  States  shall  not  fish  to  the  havens, 
bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places  which  the  most 
christian  king  possesses,  or  shall  hereafter  possess ; 
and  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  found  fishing  contra- 
ry to  the  tenor  of  this  treaty,  the  said  ship  or  vessel 
with  its  lading,  proof  being  made  thereof,  shall  be  con- 
fiscated. It  is  however  understood,  that  the  exclusion 
stipulated  in  the  present  article  shall  take  place  only 
so  long  and  so  far  as  the  most  christian  king  or  the 
United  States  shall  not,  in  this  respect,  have  granted 
an  exemption  to  some  other  nation* 

ARTICLE   X. 

The  United  States,  their  citizens  and  inhabitants, 
shall  never  disturb  the  subjects  of  the  most  christian 
king  in  the  enjoyment  and  exercise  of  the  right  of 
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fiibing  on  the  iMuiki  of  Newfoimdlacid,  nor  io  ibe  in* 
definite  and  excbsive  right  wbkb  beioogs  to  them  on' 
that  part  of  the  coast  of  that  island  which  is  designed 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  nor  in  the  rights  relative  to 
all  and  each  of  the  isles  which  belong  to  his  most 
christian  majesty ;  the  whole  conformable  to  the  true 
sense  of  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris» 


ARTICLB   XI. 

w 

It  is  agreed  and  concluded,  that  there  shall  never 
be  any  duty  imposed  on  the  exportation  of  molasses 
that  may  be  taken  by  the  subjects  of  any  of  the  United 
States  from  the  islands  of  America,  which  belong,  or 
may  hereafter  appertain,  to  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesty. 

ARTICLE   XII. 

In  compensation  of  the  exemption  stipulated  by  the 
preceding  article,  it  is  agreed  and  concluded,  that 
there  shall  never  be  any  duties  imposed  on  the  expor* 
tation  of  any  kind  of  merchandise  which  the  subjects 
of  nis  most  christian  majesty  may  take  from  the  coun* 
tries  and  possessions  present  or  future  of  any  of  the 
thirteen  United  State;?,  for  the  use  of  the  islands  which 
shall  furnish  molasses. 


ARTICLE   XIII. 


The  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States,  or  anyone  of  them,  shall  not  be  reputed  aubaim 
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in  Fraoce,  aad  conteqnently  Bkall  ba  extnipted  from 
the  droit  d^anbaiDe,  or  otker  sinilar  duty  aader  wbftl 
name  aoeVer.  They  may  by  testament^  donation,  or 
otherwise,  dispose  of  their  goods,  moveablo  and  ibh 
moveable,  in  favour  of  sach  persons  as  to  them  shall 
seem  good ;  and  their  heirs,  sabjects  of  the  said  United 
States,  residing,  whether  in  France  or  elsewhere,  may 
succeed  them  ab  inUitatOf  without  being  obliged  to 
obtain  letters  of  nataraiization,  and  without  having  the 
effect  of  this  concession  contested  or  impeded  under 
pretext  of  any  rights  or  prerogatives  of  provinces, 
cities,  or  private  persons ;  and  the  said  heirs,  wliether 
such  by  particular  title,  or  ab  intestatOj  shall  be  ex* 
empt  from  all  duty  called  droit  de  detraction,  or  other 
duty  of  the  same  kind ;  saving,  nevertheless,  the  local 
rights  or  duties,  as  much  and  as  long  as  similar  ones 
are  not  established  by  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
them.  The  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king  shall 
enjoy,  on  their  part,  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  said 
states,  an  entire  and  perfect  reciprocity  relative  to  the 
stipulations  contained  in  the  present  article.  But  it 
is  at  the  same  time  agreed,  that  its  contents  shall  not 
afiect  the  laws  made,  or  that  may  be  made  hereafter  in 
France,  against  emigrations,  which  shall  remain  in  aH 
their  force  and  vigour;  and  the  United  States,  on 
tb^ir  part,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  enact 
such  laws,  relative  to  that  matter,  as  to  them  shall 
seem  proper. 
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ARTICLE   XIV. 

The  iii«fcliaBC  Bhipt  of  eidier  of  the  parties  which 
ahall  be  ouJcing  into  a  pert  belongkig  to  the  enemy  of 
ihe  other  «Uy,  and  concemiog  whose  voyage  and  the 
apecies  of  goods  on  board  tbeo,  there  shall  be  just 
grounds  of  snspicioni  shall  be  obliged  to  exhibit,  as 
well  upon  the  high  seas  as  in  the  ports  and  havens, 
not  only  their  passports,  hot  likewise  certificates,  ex- 
ppessly  showing  that  their  goods  are  not  of  the  num- 
ber of  those  whkh  have  been  prohibited  as  conlrs- 
band* 


ARTICLE   XV. 

If  by  the  exhibiting  of  the  above  said  certificates 
.the  «ther  party  discovers  there  are  any  of  those 
sorts  of  goods  which  are  prohibited  and  declared 
contraband,  and  consigned  for  a  port  under  the  obe- 
dience of  his  enemy,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  break  up 
the  hatches  of  such  ship,  or  to  open  any  chest,  cofiers, 
packs,  casks,  or  any  other  vessels  found  therein,  or  to 
remove  the  smallest  parcels  of.  her  goods,  whether 
socb  ship  belongs  to  the  subjects  of  France  or  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  United  States,  unless  the  lading 
be  brought  on  shore,  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  of 
the  court  of  admiralty,  and  an  inventory  thereof  made ; 
bat  there  shall  be  no  allowance  to  sell,  exchange,  or 
alienate  the  same  in  any  manner  until  after  that  due  and 
lawful  process  shall  have  been  had  against  such  pro- 
hibited goods,  and  the  court  of  admiralty  shall,  by  a 
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tentence  proaouncedy  biiTe  confiscated  the  same; 
saving  always,  as  well  the  ship  itself,  as  any  other 
goods  found  therein,  which  by  this  treaty  are  to  be 
esteemed  free  ;  neither  may  they  be  detained  on  pre* 
tence  of  their  being  aS  it  were  infected  by  the  prohi* 
bited  goods ;  much  less  shall  they  be  confiscated,'  as 
lawful  prise ;  but  if  not  the  whole  cargo,  but  only  part 
thereof,  shall  consist  of  prohibited  or  contraband  goods, 
and  the  commander  of  the  ship  shall  be  ready  and 
willing  to  deliver  them  to  the  captor,  who  has  disco* 
Yered  them;  in  such  case,  the  captor  having  re* 
ceived  those  goods,  shall  forthwith  discharge  the  ship, 
and  not  hinder  her  by  any  means  freely  to  prosecute 
the  voyage  on  which  she  was  bound ;  but  in  case  the 
contraband  merchandise  cannot  be  all  received  on 
board  the  vessel  of  the  captor,  then  the  captor  may, 
notwithstanding  the  offer  of  delivering  him  the  contra- 
band goods,  carry  the  vessel  into  the  nearest  port, 
agreeable  to  what  is  above  directed. 

AilTICLE   tVt. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  agreed,  that  whatever  shall  be 
found  to  he  laden  by  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of 
either  party,  on  any  ship  belonging  to  the  enemies  of 
the  other,  or  to  their  subjects,  the  whole,  although  it 
be  not  of  the  sort  of  prohibited  goods,  may  be  confis- 
cated in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  belonged  to  the  ene- 
my, except  such  goods  and  merchandise  as  were  pat 
on  boai*d  such  ship  before  the  declaration  of  war,  or 
even  after  such  declaration,  if  so  be  it  were  done  with* 
out  the  knowledge  of  such  declaration ;  so  that  the 
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goods  of  the  sabjccts  and  people  of  either  party, 
whether  they  be  of  the  nature  of  such  as  are  prohibit- 
ed,  or  otherwise,  which,  as  is  aforesaid,  were  put  on 
board  any  ship  belonging  to  an  enemy  before  the  war, 
or  after  the  declaration  of  the  same,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  it,  shall  no  ways  be  liable  to  confiscation ; 
but  shall  well  and  truly  be  restored,  without  delay,  to 
the  proprietors  demanding  the  same ;  but  so  as  that, 
if  the  said  merchandise  be  contraband,  it  shall  not  be 
any  ways  lawful  to  carry  them  afterwards  to  any  ports 
belonging  to  the  enemy.  The  two  contracting  parties 
agree,  that  the  term  of  two  months  being  passed  after 
the  declaration  of  war,  their  respective  subjects  from 
whatever  part  of  the  world  they  come,  shall  not  plead 
the  ignorance  mentioned  in  this  article. 


ARTICLS   XVII. 


And  that  more  effectual  care  may  be  taken  for  the 
security  of  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  both  parties, 
that  they  suffer  no  injury  by  the  men  of  war  or  priva- 
teers of  the  other  party,  all  the  commanders  of  the 
ships  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  and  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  all  their  subjects  and  inhabitants, 
shall  be  forbid  doing  any  injury  or  damage  to  the 
other  side ;  and  if  they  act  to  the  contrary,  they  shall 
be  punished,  and  shall  moreover  be  bound  to  make 
satisfaction  for  all  matter  of  damage,  and  the  interest 
thereof,  by  reparation,  under  the  pain  and  obligation  of 
their  persons  and  goods. 
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▲aTic»  xviiu 

All  ships  and  merchandise,  of  what  nature  soever, 
which  shall  be  rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  any  pirates 
or  robbers  on  the  high  seas,  shall  be  brought  into 
some  port,  of  either  state,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
custody  of  the  oflScers  of  that  port,  in  order  to  be  re- 
stored entire  to  the  true  proprietor,  as  soon  as  due 
and  sufficient  proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the  pro- 
perty thereof. 

ARTICLE    XIX. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party, 
and  privateers,  freely  to  carry  whithersoever  they 
please,  the  ships  and  goods  taken  from  their  enemies, 
without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duty  to  the  officers 
of  the  admiralty,  or  any  other  judges  ;  nor  shall  such 
prizes  be  arrested  or  seised  when  they  come  to,  and 
enter  the  ports  of  the  other  party  ;  nor  shall  the  sear- 
cher or  other  officers  of  those  places  search  the  same, 
or  make  examination  concerning  the  lawfulness  of  such 
prizes,  but  they  may  hoist  sail  at  any  time,  and  depart, 
and  carry  their  prizes  to  the  places  expressed  in  their 
commissions,  which  the  commanders  of  such  ships  of 
war  shall  be  obliged  to  show.  On  the  contrary,  no 
shelter  or  refuge  shall  be  given  in  their  ports  to  such 
as  shall  have  made  prize  of  the  subjects,  people  or 
property  of  either  of  the  parties ;  but  if  such  shall  come 
in,  being  forced  by  stress  of  weather,  or  the  danger  of 
the  sea,  all  proper  means  shall  be  vigorously  used, 
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Ibat  tbey  go  out  and  Mttre  from  thence  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible* 


ARTICLE    XX* 

If  any  ship  belonging  to  either  of  the  parties,  their 
people  or  sabjects,  shall,  within  the  coaster  dominions 
of  the  other,  stick  apon  the  sands,  or  be  wrecked,  of 
suffer  any  other  damage,  all  friendly  assistance  and 
relief  shall  be  giiren  to  the  persons  shipwrecked,  or 
such  ns  as  shall  be  in  danger  thereof*  And  letters  of 
safe  conduct  shall  likewise  be  given  to  then  for  their 
free  and  quiet  passage  from  thence,  and  the  return 
of  every  one  to  bis  own  country. 


AnTICLB  xxt* 

In  case  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either  party, 
with  their  shipping,  whether  pnblick  and  of  war,  or 
private  and  of  merchants,  be  forced  through  stress  of 
weather,  pursuit  of  pirates  or  enemies,  or  any  other 
urgent  necessity  for  seeking  of  shelter  and  harbour,  to 
retreat  and  enter  into  any  of  the  rivers,  bays,  roads  or 
porta  belonging  to  the  other  party,  they  shall  be  re- 
ceived and  treated  with  all  humanity  and  kindness,  and 
enjoy  all  friendly  protection  and  help  ;  and  they 
sball  be  permitted  to  refresh  and  provide  themselves, 
at  reasonable  ratei,  with  victuals,  and  all  things  need- 
ful for  the  sustenance  of  their  persons,  or  reparation  of 
their  ships,  and  conveniency  of  their  voyage,  and  they 
AM  no  ways  be  detained  or  hindered  from  returning 
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out  of  the  said  ports  or  roads,  bat  may  remove  and 
depart  when  and  whither  they  please,  without  any  let 
or  hindrance. 


AETICLE    XXII, 

For  the  better  promoting  of  commerce  on  bothsideSp 
it  is  agreed,  that  if  a  war  should  break  out  between  the 
said  two  nations,  six  months  after  the  proclamation  of 
war  shall  be  aillowed  to  the  merchants,  in  the  cities 
and  towns  where  they  live,  for  selling  and  transporting 
their  goods  and  merchandises  ;  and  if  any  thing  be 
taken  from  them,  or  any  injury  be  done  them  within 
that  term,  by  either  party,  or  the  people  or  subjects 
of  either,  full  satisfaction  shall  be  made  for  the  same. 


ARTICLE   XXIII. 


No  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king  shall  apply 
for,  or  take  any  commission  or  lelter  of  marque  for 
arming  any  ship  or  ships  to  act  as  privateers  against 
the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  against  the 
subjects,  people  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  or  against  the  property  of  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or 
state  with  which  the  said  United  States  shall  be  at 
war  ;  nor  shall  any  citizen,  subject  or  inhabitant  of  the 
said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  apply  for,  or  take 
any  commission  or  letters  of  marque  for  arming  a/iy 
ship  or  ships,  to  act  as  privateers  against  the  sub- 
jects of  the  most  christian  king,  or  any  of  them,  or  the 
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property  of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or  state  with 
which  the  said  king  shall  be  at.  war;  and  if  any  person 
of  either  nation  shall  take  such  commissions  or  letters 
of  marque,  he  shall  be  punished  as  a  pirate. 


ARTICLE   XXIV. 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  privateers  not 
beloDging  to  the  subjects  of  the  roost  christian  king, 
nor  citizens  of  the  said  United  States,  who  have  com- 
missions from  any  other  prince  or  state  at  enmity  with 
either'  nation,  to  fit  their  ships  in  the  ports  of  either  the 
oqe  or  the  other  of  the  aforesaid  parties,  to  sell  what 
they  have  taken,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever 
to  exchange  their  ships,  merchandises,  or  any  other  la- 
ding ;  neither  shall  they  be  allowed  even  to  purchase 
victuals,  except  such  as  shall  be  necessary  for  their 
going  to  the  next  port  of  that  prince  or  state  from  which 
they  have  commissions. 


ARTICLE    XXV. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  all  and  singular  the  subjects  of 
the  most  christian  king,  and  the  citizens,  people  and 
inhabitants  of  the  said  United  Slates,  to  sail  with  their 
ships  with  all  manner  of  liberty  and  security,  no  dis- 
tinction being  made,  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the 
merchandise  laden  thereon,  from  any  port  to  the  places 
of  those  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  at  enmity 
with  the  most  christian  king,  or  the  United  States.  It 
shall  likewise  be  lawful  for  the  subjects  and  inhabitants 
VOL.  ir.  10 
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aforesaid  to  sail  with  their  ships  and  merchandises 
aforementioned,  and  to  trade  with  the  same  liberty  and 
security  from  the  placeSi  ports  and  hayens  of  those 
who  are  enemies  of  both  or  either  party,  without  any 
opposition  or  disturbance  whatsoever,  not  only  directly 
from  the  places  of  the  enemy  aforementioned  to  neutral 
places,  but  also  from  one  place  belonging  to  an  enemy 
to  another  place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether  they 
be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  prince,  o^  under 
several.  And  it  is  hereby  stipulated,  that  free  ships 
shall  also  give  a  freedom  to  goods ;  and  that  every 
thing  shall  be  deemed  to  be  free  and  exempt  which 
shall  be  found  on  board  the  ships  belonging  to  the  sub- 
jects of  either  of  the  confederates,  although  the  whole 
lading  or  any  part  thereof,  should  appertain  to  the 
enemies  of  either,  contraband  goods  being  always  ex* 
cepted.  It  is  also  agreed,  in  like  manner,  that  the 
same  liberty  be  extended  to  persons  who  are  on  board 
a  free  ship,  with  this  effect,  that  although  they  be  ene^ 
mies  to  both  or  either  party,  they  are  not  to  be  taken 
out  of  that  free  ship,  unless  they  are  soldiers,  and  in 
actual  service  of  the  enemies. 


ARTICLE    XXVI. 


'  This  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  shall  ex- 
tend  to  all  kinds  of  merchandises,  excepting  those  only 
which  are  distinguished  by  the  name  of  contraband  ; 
and  under  this  name  of  contraband  or  prohibited  goods, 
shall  be  comprehended  amis,  great  guns,  bombs  with 
their  fusees,  and  other  things  belonging  to  them,  cannon 
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ball,  gunpowder,  match,  pikes,  swords,  lances,  speari, 
halberds,  mortars,  petards,  graoadoes,  saltpetre,  mus- 
kets, mnsketballs,  bucklers,  helmets,  breastplates,  coats 
of  mail,  and  the  like  kind  of  arms  proper  for  arming 
soldiers,  musket  rests,  belts,  horses  with  their  furni- 
ture,   and  all  other    warlike   instruments    whatever. 
These  merchandises  which  follow  shall  not  be  reckon- 
ed among  contraband  or  prohibited  goods,  that  is  to 
aay,  all  sorts  of  cloths  and  all  other  manufactures  woven 
of  any  wool,  flax,  silk,  cotton,  or  any  other  materials 
whatever,  all  kinds  of  wearing  apparel,  together  ipith 
the  species  whereof  they  are  used  to  be  made,  gold 
and  silver,  as  well  coined  as  uncoined,  tin,  iron,  latten, 
copper,  brass,  coab,  as  also  wheat  and  barley,  and  any 
other  kind  of  corn  and  pulse,  tobacco,  and  likewise  all 
manner  of  spices,  salted  and  smoked  flesh,  sailed  fish, 
cheese  and  butter,  beer,  oil,  wines,  sugfirs,  and  all  sorts 
of  salts,  and,  in  general,  all  provisions  which  serve  for 
the  nourishment  of  mankind  and  the  sustenance  of  life. 
Furthermore,  all  kinds  of  cotton,  hemp,  flax,  tar,  pitch, 
ropes,  cables,  sails,  sail  cloths,  anchors  and  any  parts 
of  anchors,  also  ships'  masts,  planks,    boards,  and 
beams,  of  what  trees  soever,  and  all  other  things  pro- 
per either  for  building  or  repairing  ships,  and  all  other 
goods  whatever,  which  have  not  been  worked  into  the 
form  of  any  instrument  or  thing  prepared  for  war  by 
land  or  by  sea,  shall  not  be  reputed  contraband,  much 
less  such  as  have  been  already  wrought,  and  made  up 
for  any  other  use  ;  all  which  shall  be  wholly  reckoned 
among  free  goods  ;  as  likewise  all  other  merchandises 
And  things  which  are  not  comprehended,  and  particu- 
larly mentioned  in  the  foregoing  enumeration  of  con- 
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traband  goods ;  so  that  they  may  be  transported  and 
carried  in  the  freest  manner,  by  the  subjects  of  both 
confederates,  even  to  places  belbnging  to  an  enemy ; 
such  towns  or  places  being  only  excepted,  as  are  at 
that  time  besieged,  blocked  up,  or  invested. 


ARTICLE    XXVIl. 

To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  dissentions  and  quar- 
rels may  be  avoided  and  prevented,  on  one  side  and 
tht  other,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  case  either  of  the  parties 
hereto  should  be  engaged  in  war,  the  ships  and  vessels 
belonging  to  the  subjects  or  people  of  the  other  ally 
must  be  furnished  with  sea  letters,  or  passports,  ex- 
pressing the  name,  property  and  bulk  of  the  ship,  as 
also  the  name  and  place  of  habitation  of  the  master  or 
commander  of  the  said  ship,  that  it  may  appear  thereby 
that  the  ship  really  and  truly  belongs  to.  the  subjects 
of  one  of  the  parties  ;  which  passport  shall  be  made 
out  and  granted  according  to  the  form  annexed  to  this 
treaty :  they  shall  likewise  be  recalled  every  year,  that 
is,  if  the  ship  happens  to  return  home  within  the  space 
of  a  year.  It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  such  ships  being 
laden,  are  to  be  provided,  not  only  with  passports,  as 
abovementioned,  but  also  with  certificates  containing 
the  several  particulars  of  the  cargo,  the  place  whence 
the  ship  sailed,  ar\d  whither  she  is  bound,  so  that  it 
may  be  known  whether  any  forbidden  or  contraband 
goods  be  on  board  of  the  same  ;  which  certificates 
shall  be  made  out  by  the  officers  of  the  place  whence 
the  ship  set  sail,  in  the  accustomed  form.  And  if  any 
one  shall  think  it  fit,  or  advisable,  to  express  in  the  said 
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certificates  the  persons  to  whom  the  goods  belong,  he 
may  freely  do  so. 


ABTtCLB    XXVIII. 

-  The  ships  of  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either 
of  the  parties,  coining  upon  any  coast  belonging  to 
either  of  the  said  allies,  but  not  willing  to  enter  into 
port,  or  being  entered  into  port,  and  not  willing  to  un- 
load their  cargoes,  or  break  bulk,  they  shall  be  treated 
according  to  the  general  rules  prescribed,  or  to  be 
prescribed,  relative  to  the  object  in  question. 


ARTICLE    XXIX. 

'  If  the  ships  of  the  subjects,  people  or  inhabitants  of 
either  of  the  parties  shall  be  met  with  sailing  along 
the  coasts,  or  on  the  high  seas,  by  any  ship  of  war  of 
the  other,  or  by  any  privateer,  the  said  ship  of  war,  or 
privateer,  for  the  avoiding  of  any  disorder,  shall  re- 
main out  of  cannon  shot,  and  may  send  their  boats  on 
board  the  merchant  ship  which  they  shall  so  meet  with, 
and  may  enter  her  to  the  number  of  two  or  three  men 
only,  to  whom  the  master  or  commander  of  such  ship 
or  vessel  shall  exhibit  his  passport  concerning  the 
property  of  the  ship,  made  out  according  to  the  form 
inserted  in  this  present  treaty  ;  and  the  ship,  when  she 
shall  have  showed  such  passport,  shall  be  free  and  at 
liberty  to  pursue  her  voyage,  so  as  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful to  molelt  or  search  her,  in  any  manner,  or  to  give 
her  chase,  or  force  her  to  quit  her  intended  course. 
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ARTICLE   ZXZ. 

It  is  also  agreed,  that  all  goods,  when  once  put  on 
board  the  ships  and  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  con- 
tracting parties,  shall  be  subject  to  no  further  visita- 
tion, but  all  visitation,  or  search,  shall  be  made  before- 
hand, and  all  prohibited  goods  shall  be  stopped  on  the 
spot,  before  the  same  be  put  on  board,  unless  there  are 
manifest  tokens  or  proofs  of  fraudulent  practice.  Nor 
shall  either  the  persons  or  goods  of  the  subjects  of  his 
most  christian  majesty,  or  the  United  States,  be  put 
under  any  arrest,  or  molested  by  any  other  kind  of 
embargo  for  that  cause  ;  and  only  the  subject  of  that 
state  to  whom  the  said  goods  have  been,  or  shall  be 
prohibited,  and  who  shall  presume  to  sell,  or  alienate 
such  sort  of  goods,  shall  be  duly  punished  for  the  of- 
fence. 


ARTICLE   XXXI. 


The  two  contracting  parties  grant,  mutually,  the 
liberty  of  having  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  con- 
suls, vice-consuls,  agents  and  commissaries,  whose 
functions  shall  be  regulated  by  a  particular  agreement. 


ARTICLE   ZXXII. 


And  the  more  to  favour  and  facilitate  the  commerce 
which  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  may  have  with 
France,  the  most  christian  king  will  grant  them,  in 
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Europe,  one  or  more  free  ports,  where  ihey  may  bring 
and  dispose  of  all  the  produce  and  merchandise  of  the 
thirteen  United  States  ;  and  his  majesty  will  also  con- 
tinue to  the  subjects  of  the  said  states  the  free  ports 
which  have  been  and  are  open  in  the  French  Islands 
of  America  ;  of  all  which  free  ports,  the  said  subjects 
of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  use,  agreeable  to 
the  regulations  which  relate  to  them- 
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The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on  both  sides, 
and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged,  in  the  space 
of  six  months,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof  the  respective  plenipotentiaries 
have  signed  the  above  articles,  both  in  the  French 
and  English  languages  ;  declaring,  nevertheless, 
that  the  present  treaty  was  originally  composed 
and  concluded  in  the  Freq^ch  language.  And 
they  have  thereto  set  their  seals.-^Done  at  Paris, 
the  siith  day  of  February ,  1773. 

C.  A.  GERARD,    [l.  s.]    B.  FRANKLIN,    [t.  s.} 

SILAS  DEANE,   [l.  s.] 
ARTHUR  LEE.  [l.  s.] 

Form  of  the  passports  and  letters  which  are  to  be 
given  to  the  ships  and  barks,  according  to  the  27th 
article  of  this  treaty. 

To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  Greeting. 

It  is  hereby  made  known,  That  leave  and  permis- 
sion has  been  given  to  master  and  commander 
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of  the  ship  called  of  the  town  of  bur- 

den  *        tons,  or  thereabouts,' lying  at  present  in  the 
port  or  haven  of  and  laden  with  -  After 

that  his  ship  has  been  visited,  and  before  sailing,  he 
shall  make  oath,  before  the  oflScers  who  have  the  ju- 
risdiction of  maritime  affairs,  that  the  said  ship  be- 
longs to  one  or  more  of  the  subjects  of  The 
act  whereof  shall  be  put  at  the  end  of  these  presents ; 
as  likewise  that  he  will  keep,  and  cause  to  be  kept  by 
his  crew  on  board,  the  marine  ordinances  and  regu- 
lations, and  enter,  in  the  proper  office,  a  list  signed  and 
witnessed,  containing  the  names  and  surnames,  the 
places  of  birth  and  abode  of  the  crew  of  his  ship,  and 
of  all  who  shall  embark  on  board  her,  whom  he  shall 
not  take  on  board  without  the  knowledge  and  permis- 
sion of  the  officers  of  marine.  And  in  every  port  or 
haven,  where  he  shall  enter  with  his  ship,  he  shall 
show  this  present  leave  to  the  officers  and  judges  of  the 
marine  ;  and  shall  give  a  faithful  account  to  them  of 
what  passed  and  was  done  during  his  voyage  ;  and  he 
shall  carry  tde  colours,  arms  and  ensigns  of  the  king, 
or  United  States,  during  his  voyage. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  signed  these  presents, 
and  put  the  seal  of  our  arms  thereunto,  and  caus- 
ed the  same  to  be  countersigned  by  at 

the  day  of 

Anno  Domini 
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Full  powers  of  Mr.  Gerard,  in  Freoch.* 

THE    TRAirSLATIOir. 

Lewis,  by  the  grace  of  God  king  of  France  and 
Navarre — ^To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents, 
Greeting. 

The  Congress  of  (he  United  States  of  America  har- 
ingt  by  their  plenipotentiaries  residing  in  France,  pro- 
posed to  form  with  us  a  defensive  and  eventual  alli- 
ance ;  and  willing  to  give  the  said  states  an  efficacious 
proof  of  the  interest  we  take  in  their  prosperity,  we 
have  determined  to  conclude  the  said  alliance*  For 
these  causes,  and  other  good  considerations  us  there- 
unto moving,  we,  reposing  entire  confidence  in  the  abi- 
lities  and  experience,  zeal  and  fidelity  for  our  service, 
of  our  dear  and  beloved  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard, 
royal  syndic  of  the  city  of  Strasburg,  secretary  of  our 
council  of  state,  have  nominated,  commissioned  and 
deputed,  and  by  these  presents  signed  with  our  hand, 
«do  nominate,  commission  and  depute  him  our  pleni« 
potentiary,  giving  him  power  and  special  command  to 
act  in  this  quality,  and  confer,  negotiate,  treat  and 
agree  conjointly  with  the  abovementioned  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  United  States,  vested  in  like  manner 
with  powers  in  due  form,  to  determine  and  conclude 
such  articles,  conditions,  conventions,  declarations, 
definitive  treaty,  and  any  other  acts  whatever,  as  he 
shall  judge  proper  to  answer  the  end  which  we  pro- 

*  For  the  treaty  of  anitiiee.  ' 
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pose ;  promising,  on  the  faith  and  word  of  a  king,  to 
agree  to,  confirm  and  establish  for  ever,  to  accomplish 
and  execute  punctually  whatever  our  said  beloved 
Conrad  Alexander  Gerard  shall  have  stipulated  and 
signed,  in  virtue  of  the  present  power,  without  ever 
contraveniag  it,  or  sufiering  it  to  be  contravened,  for 
any  cause  and  under  any  pretext  whatever ;  as  like- 
wise to  cause  our  letters  of  ratification  to  be  made  in 
due  form,  and  to  have  them  in  order,  or  to  be  exchang- 
ed at  the  time  that  shall  be  agreed  npon.  For  such 
is  our  pleasure. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  set  our  seal  to  these 

presents* 
Given  at  Versailles,  the  thirteenth  day  of  January, 

in  the  year  of  grace,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 

and  seveotyoeight. 

[l.  s.]  LOUIS. 

By  the  King. 

Gravier  dk  Vbrokvvks. 

treaty  of  alliance,  bvektual  aho  bbrbmsivb. 

The  most  christian  king,  and  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  to  wit,  New  Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,'  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  having 
this  day  concluded  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce, 
for  the  reciprocal  advantage  of  their  subjects  and  citi- 
Kens,  have  thought  it  necessary  to  take  into  considera- 
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tion  the  oaeaDS  of  strengthening  those  engagementf, 
and  of  rendering  them  aseful  to  the  safety  and  tran- 
quillitj  of  the  two  parties  ;  particularly  in  case  Great 
Britain,  in  resentment  of  that  connexion  and  of  the 
good  correspondence  which  is  the  object  of  the  said 
treaty,  should  break  the  peace  with  France,  either  by 
direct  hostilities,  or  by  hindering  her  comoierce  and 
navigation  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  rights  of  na- 
tions, and  the  peace  subsisting  between  the  two  crowns* 
And  his  majesty  and  the  said  United  States,  having  re- 
solved, in  that  case,  to  join  their  counsels  and  efforts 
against  the  enterprises  of  their  common  enemy,  the 
respective  plenipotentiaries  empowered  to  concert  the 
claases  and  conditions  proper  to  falfil  the  said  inten- 
tions, have,  after  the  most  mature  deliberation,  con- 
cluded and  determined  on  the  following  articles. 

ARTICLE    I. 

If  war  should  break  out  between  France  and  Great 
Britain,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  be- 
tvreen  the  United  States  and  England,  his  majesty  and 
llie  said  United  States  shall  make  it  a  common  cause, 
and  aid  each  other  mutually  with  their  good  offices, 
their  counsels,  and  their  forces,  according  to  the  exi- 
gence of  conjunctures,  as  becomes  good  and  faithful 
allies. 


ARTICLX   II. 


The  essential  and  direct  end  of  the  present  defen* 
sive  alliance  is,  to  maintain  effectually  the  liberty,  so- 
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▼ereignty,  and  independence  absolute  and  unlimited  of 
the  said  United  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  govern- 
ment as  of  commerce. 


ARTICLE  tii. 


The  two  contracting  parties  shall,  each  on  its  owb 
part,  and  in  the  manner  it  may  judge  most  proper, 
make  all  the  efforts  in  its  power  against  their  common 
enemy,  in  order  to  attain  the  end  propose  d«- 


ARTICLB    IV. 

The  contracting  parties  agree,  that  in  case  either  of 
them  should  form  any  particular  enterprise  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  other  may  be  desired,  the  party 
whose  concurrence  is  desired  shall  readily,  and  with 
good  faith,  join  to  act  in  concert  for  that  purpose,  as 
far  as  circumstances,  and  its  own  particular  situation, 
will  permit ;  and  in  that  case,  they  shall  regulate,  by 
a  particular  convention,  the  quantity  and  kind  of  suc- 
cour to  be  furnished,  and  the  time  and  manner  of  its 
being  brought  into  action,  as  well  as  the  advantages 
which  are  to  be  its  compensation. 

ARTICLE   V. 

If  the  United  States  should  think  fit  to  attempt  the 
reduction  of  the  British  power  remaining  in  the  nor* 
thern  parts  of  America,  or  the  islands  of  Bermudas, 
those  countries  or  islands,  in  case  of  success,  shall  be 
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confederated  with,  or  dependent  upon,  the  said  United 
States. 


ARTICLE   VI. 

The  most  christian  king  renounces  for  ever  the  pos«* 
session  of  the  islands  of  Bermudas,  as  w.ell  as  of  any 
part  of  the  continent  of  North  America  which,  before 
the  treaty  of  Paris  in  1 763,  or  in  virtue  of  that  treaty, 
were  acknowledged  jo  belong  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  or  to  the  United  States  heretofore  called  Bri- 
tish colonies,  or  which  are  at  this  time,  or  have  lately 
been,  under  the  power  of  the  king  and  crown  of  Great 
Britain. 

ARTICLE   VII. 

If  his  most  christian  majesty  shall  think  proper  to 
attack  any  of  the  islands  situated  in  the  gulf  of  Mexi- 
co, or  near  that  gulf,  which  are  at  present  under  the 
power  of  Great  Britain,  all  the  said  isles,  in  case  of 
success,  shall  appertain  to  the  crown  of  France. 

ARTICLB  viti. 

Neither  of  the  two  parties  shall  conclude  either 
truce  or  peace  with  Great  Britain,  without  the  formal 
consent  of  the  other  first  obtained ;  and  they  mutually 
engsge  not  to  lay  down  tlieir  arms  until  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  shall  have  been  formally, 
or  tacitly,  assured  by  the  treaty  or  treaties,  that  shall 
terminate  the  war. 
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ARTICLE   IX. 

The  contracting  parties  declare,  that,  being  resolved 
to  fulfil,  each  on  its  own  part,  the  clauses  and  condi- 
tioos  of  the  present  treaty  of  alliance,  according  to  its 
own  power  and  circumstances,  there  shall  be  no  after 
claim  of  compensation  on  one  side  or  the  other,  what* 
ever  may  be  the  event  of  the  war. 

ARTICLE    X. 

The  most  christian  king  and  the  United  States  agree 
to  invite  or  admit  other  powers,  who  may  have  receiv* 
ed  injuries  from  England,  to  make  common  cause  with 
them,  and  to  accede  to  the  present  alliance,  under 
such  conditions  as  shall  be  freely  agreed  to  and  settled 
between  all  the  parties* 

ARTICLE    XI. 

The  two  parties  guarantee,  mutually,  from  tbe  pre- 
sent time  and  forever,  against  all  other  powers,  to  wit, 
the  United  States  to  his  most  christian  majesty,  the 
present  possessions  of  the  crown  of  France  in  Ameri- 
ca, as  well  as  those  which  it  may  acquire  by  the  future 
treaty  of  peace  ;  and  his  most  christian  majesty  gua- 
rantees, on  his  part,  to  the  United  States,  their  liberty, 
sovereignty,  and  independence,  absolute  and  unlimit- 
ed, as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce, 
and  also  their  possessions,  and  the  additions  or  con- 
quests that  their  confederation  may  obtain  during  the 


1778.]  FOREIGN  AFFAIES.  91 

war,  firom  any  of  the  dcNuioions  now  or  heretofore  pos- 
sessed by  Great  Britain  in  North  America,  conformably 
to  the  fiftti  and  sixth  articles  above  written,  the  whole 
as  their  possession  shall  be  affixed  and  assured  to 
the  said  states  at  the  moment  of  the  cessation  of  (heir 
present  war  with  England* 

ARTICLB   XII. 

In  order  to  fix  more  precisely  the  sense  and  appli- 
cation of  the  preceding  article,  the  contracting  parties 
decjare,,  that  in  case  of  a  rupture  between  France  and 
England,  the  reciprocal  guarantee  declared  in  the  said 
article  shall  have  its  full  force  and  effect  the  moment 
such  war  shall  break  out ;  and  if  such  rupture  shall 
not  take  place,  the  mutual  obligations  of  the  said  gua- 
rantee shall  not  commence  until  the  moment  of  the 
cessation  of  the  present  war  between  the  United 
States  and  England  shall  have  ascertained  their  pos- 
sessions. 

ARTICLC   XIII. 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on  both  sides ; 
and  the  ratification  shall  be  exchanged  in  the  space  of 
six  months  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof  the  respective  plenipotentiaries,  to 
wit,  on  the  part  of  the  most  christian  king,  Conrad 
Alexander  Gerard,  royal  syndic  of  the  city  of  Stras- 
burg,  and  secretary  of  hi&  majesty's  council  of  state ; 
and  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  Benjamin  Frank- 
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lio,  deputy  of  the  general  Coogress  from  the  state  of 
PenosjIvaDia  and  president  of  the  convention  of  the 
said  state,  Silas  Deane,  heretofore  deputy  from  the 
state  of  Connecticut,  and  Arthur  Lee,  counsellor  at 
law,  have  signed  the  above  articles,  both  in  the  French 
and  English  languages;  declaring,  nevertheless,  that 
the  present  treaty  was  originally  composed  and  con- 
cluded in  the  French  language ;  and  they  have  here- 
unto afiSxed  their  seals. 

Done  at  Paris,  this  6th  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 

C.  A.  GERARD,  [l.  s.]     B.  FRANKLIN,  [l.  s.] 

SILAS  DEANE,  [l.  s.] 
ARTHUR  LEE.  [l.  s.] 

ACT  SEPARATE  AND  SECRET. 

The  most  christian  king  declares,  in  consequence  of 
the  intimate  union  which  subsists  between  him  and  the 
king  of  Spain,  that,  in  concluding  with  the  United 
States  of  America  this  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce, 
and  that  of  eventual  and  defensive  alliance,  his  majes- 
ty hath  intended,  and  intends  to  reserve  expressly,  as 
he  reserves  by  this  present,  separate  and  secret  act  to 
his  said  catholick  majesty,  the  power  of  acceding  to  the 
said  treaties,  and  to  participate  in  their  stipulations,  at 
such  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper.  It  being  well  un- 
derstood, nevertheless,  that  if  any  of  the  stipulations 
of  the  said  treaties  are  not  agreeable  to  the  king  of 
Spain,  his  catholick  majesty  may  propose  other  condi- 
tions analagous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the  alliance. 
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and  confonnable  to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity 
and  friendship.  The  deputies  of  the  United  States  in 
the  name  of  their  coostituents  accept  the  present  de- 
claration in  its  fill!  extent ;  and  the  deputy  of  the  said 
states,  who  is  fully  empowered  to  treat  with  Spain^ 
promises  to  sign,  on  the  first  requisition  of  his  catholick 
majesty,  the  act  or  acts  necessary  to  communicate  to 
him  the  stipulations  of  the  treaties  above  written. 
And  the  said  deputy  shall  endeavour,  in  good  faith, 
the  adjustment  of  the  points  in  which  the  king  of  Spain 
may  propose  any  alteration  conformable  to  the  princi- 
ples of  equality,  reciprocity  and  perfect  amity;  he 
the  said  deputy  not  doubting  but  that  the  person  or 
persons,  empowered  by  his  catholick  majesty  to  treat 
with  the  United  States^  will  do  the  same  with  regard 
to  any  alterations  of  the  same  kind  that  may  be  thought 
necessary  by  the  said  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries 
have  signed  the  present  separate  and  secret  arti- 
cle, and  affixed  to  the  same  their  seals. 

Done  at  Paris,  this  sixth  day  of  February,  one  thou* 
sand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight. 

C.  A.  GERARD,  [l.  s.j    B.  FRANKLIN,  [l.  s.] 

SILAS  DEANE,  [l.  s.] 
ARTHUR  LEE,)  .      , 

DeMite  pteoiM.  poor  la  {  L^*9«J 
Franee  et  le*£i]Mi|;iie.     j 
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MAY  38,  1778. 

The  committee  of  foreign  affairs  reported  a  draft  of 
iDStructions,  and  a  new  form  of  commission  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States  at  the  courts  of 
Vienna,  Berlin  and  Tuscany,  which  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  form  of  the  commission  be  ap« 
proved,  and  that  copies  thereof  be  engrossed  in  order 
to  be  duly  executed  and  sent  forward. 

Ordered,  That  the  instructions  lie  on  the  table  for 
the  consideration  of  the  members. 

The  form  of  the  commission  is  as  follows  : 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  in  Congress  assembled — To  all  who 
shall  see  these  presents,  Greeting. 

Whereas  a  friendly  commercial  connexion  between 
tfie  subjects  of  and  the  people  of 

these  United  States  will  be  beneficial  to  both,  nations :— - 
Know  ye,  therefore,  that,  we,  reposing  special  trust 
and  confidence  in  the  zeal,  fidelity,  abilities  and  assi- 
duity of  have  appointed  and  deput- 
ed, and  by  these  presents  do  appoint  and  depute  the 
said  our  commissioner ;  giving  aad 
granting  to  our  said  commissioner  full  power  and  an- 
tfaority  to  commnnicatei  treat  and  conclude  with 
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or  with  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be 
by  him  for  such  purpose  authorizedy  of  and  upon  a 
true  and  sincere  friendship,  and  a  firm,  inviolable  and 
universal  peace^  for  the  defence,  protection  and  safety 
of  the  navigation  and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects 
of  and  the  people  of  these  United 

States ;  and  to  do,  not  only  all  such  things  as  may 
conduce  to  these  desirable  ends,  but  also  to  transact  all 
such  other  matters,  as  shall  hereafter  be  given  to  him 
in  charge  by  us ;  promising,  in  good  faith,  to  ratify 
whatever  our  said  commissioner  shall  transact  in  the 
premises. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Yorktown,  the  28th  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1778«  In  testimo- 
ny whereof,  the  President,  by  order  of  the  sai4 
Congress,  hath  hereunto  subscribed  his  name,  and 
affixed  his  9eal. 

Prtsident. 

Attest. 

C.  T.  Secretary. 

JULY  14,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three,  to  report  to  Congress  on  the  time  and  mfinner 
of  the  publick  reception  of  Mr.  Gerard,  minister  ple<* 
nipotentiary  of  his  most  christian  majesty  the  king  of 
•France. 

The  members  chosen— *Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  S. 
Adams,  Mr.  6.  Morris. 


1 
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JULY  16,  1778. 

The  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiaiy  from  his 
most  christian  majesty,  having  transmitted  toCoogreas 
a  copy  of  the  speech  he  intends  to  deliver  at  his  pab« 
lick  audience — 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  'R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  G. 
Morris,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  time  and 
manner  of  the  publick  reception  of  Mr.  Gerard,  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  his  most  christian  majesty  the 
Icing  of  France,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  consideration  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That*the  farther  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

JULY  17,  1778. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
relative  to  the  reception  of  the  sieur  Gerard,  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  his  most  christian  majesty  the  king 
of  France ;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

« 

JULY  18,  1778. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  the  publick  reception  of  the  sieur  Gerard,  n- 
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Dister  plenipotentiary,  Ac.  and  ike  same  having  beea 
debated  by  paragraphs,  and  a  qoestion  put  on  each,  a 
motion  was  made  to  reconsider.  And  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Dana—* 


Kew  Hampshire,     Mr.  Bartlet, 


Massachusetts, 


Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Dana. 
Mr.  Lovely 


>Av, 


*At. 


Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Marchant, 


Conii«clicut, 


New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 


Virginias 


{forth  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr*  Sherman, 
Mr.  Hosmer, 
Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr»  G.  Morrisj 
Mr.  Elmer, 
Mr.  Reed, 

Mr,  Chase, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  Penn, 


>At. 


Ay. 


>No^ 
>At. 
>.At. 


Ay, 


I 

JJ°|  ^Divided. 
Ay.) 

>-At. 

The  President  having  desired,  on 
this  occasion  to  be  excused  from 
giving  bis  vote^  was,  by  unani- 
moas  consent,  excused. 
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Soath  Carolina,       Mr.  Drayton,        No.  1 

Mr.  Mathews,       No.  >  No* 
Mr.  Heyward,       Ay. ) 

Georgia,  Mr.  Telfair,  ^At. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 


JULY  20,  1778. 

Congress  again  resomed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
'^  port  of  the  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  time 
and  manner  of  the  publick  reception  of  the  siear  Ge- 
rard, minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesty, &c. :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  (he  said  report  as  re- 
lates to  the  ceremonial  respecting  ambassadors  and 
residents  be  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  the  ceremonial  for  a  minister  pleni- 
potentiary or  envoy  shall  be  as  follows : 

When  a  minister  plenipotentiary  or  envoy  shall  ar- 
rive within  any  of  the  United  States,  he  shall  receive, 
at  all  places  where  there  are  guards,  sentries  and  the 
like,  such  military  honours  as  are  paid  to  a  general  of- 
ficer of  the  second  rank  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
States. 

When  he  shall  arrive  at  the  place  in  which  Con- 
gress shall  be,  he  shall  wait  upon  the  President,  and 
deliver  his  credentials,  or  a  copy  thereof.  Two  mem- 
bers of  Congress  shall  then  be  deputed  to  wait  upoa 
him,  and  inform  him  when  and  where  he  shall  receive 
audience  of  the  Congress. 
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At  tbe  time  he  is  to  receive  his  audience,  the  two 
members  shall  again  wait  upon  him  in  a  coach  be- 
longing to  the  states ;  and  the  person  first  named  of  the 
two  shall  return  with  the  minister  plenipotentiary  or 
envoj  in  the  coach,  giving  the  minister  the  right,  hand, 
and  placing  himself  on  his  left,  with  the  other  member 
on  the  front  seat. 

When  the  minister  plenipotentiary  or  envoy  is  ar- 
rived at  the  door  of  the  Congress  hall,  he  shall  be  in* 
troduced  to  his  chair  by  the  two  members,  who  shall 
stand  at  his  left  hand.  Then  the  member  first  named 
shall  present  and  announce  him  to  the  President  and 
the  house ;  whereupon  he  shall  bow  to  the  President 
and  the  Congress,  and  they  to  him.  He  and  the  Pre- 
sident shall  then  agiain  how  unto  each  other,  and  be 
seated ;  after  which  the  house  shall  sit  down. 

Having  spoken  and  been  answered,  the  minister  and 
President  shall  bow  to  each  other,  at  which  time  the 
house  shall  bow,  and  then  he  shall  be  conducted  home 
ID  the  manner  in  which  he  was  brought  to  the  house. 

Those  who  shall  wait  upon  the  minister  shall  inform 
him,  that,  if  in  any  audience  he  shall  choose  to  speak 
on  matters  of  business,  it  will  be  necessary  previously 
to  deliver  in  writing,  tathe  President,  what  he  intends 
to  say  at  the  audience ;  and  if  he  shall  not  incline 
thereto,  it  will,  from  the  constitution  of  Congress,  be 
impracticable  for  him  to  receive  an  immediate  answer. 

The  style  of  address  to  Congress  shall  be,  **Gen- 
<*  tlemen  of  the  Congress.'' 

All  speeches,  or  communications  in  writing,  may,  if 
the  publick  ministers  choose  it,  be  in  the  language  of 


tbtir  reapeeUve  coMnUie^.    And  ^11  repliesi  or  aa- 
swera,  ahall  be  in  (be  language  of  the  United  States. 

After  the  audienoey  the  members  of  Congress  shall 
be  first  visited  by  the  miaister  pleaipotentiary  or 
envoy.  ^ 

AUGUST  6,  1778. 

Some  doubts  arising  respecting  th^  ceremonial  to  be 
observed  at  the  publick  audience  of  the  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary, Congress  took  the  same  into  considera- 
tion :  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  when  the  minister  is  introduced  to 
his  chair  by  the  two  members,  he  shall  sit  down.  His 
secretary  shall  then  deliver  to  the  President  the  letter 
of  his  sovereign,  which  shall  be  read  and  translated 
by  the  secretary  of  Congress.  Then  the  minister  shall 
be  announced.  At  which  time  the  President,  the 
bouse^  and  the  minister,  shall  rise  together* 

The  minister  shall  then  bow  to  the  President  and  the 
bouse,  and  they  to  him. 

The  minister  and  the  President  shall  then  bow  to- 
each  other,  and  be  seated ;  after  which  the  boose  shall ' 
sit  down. 

The  minister  shall  deliver  his  speech  standing. 
The  President  and  the  house  shall  sit  while  the  minis- 
ter  is  delivering  his  speech.  The  house  shall  rise, 
and  the  President  shall  deliver  the  answer  standing. 
The  minister  shalf  stand  while  the  President  delivers 
the  answer. 

Having  spoken,  and  being  answered,  the  minister 
and  President  shall  bow  to  each  other,  at  which  time 
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the  house  shall  bow,  and  then  the  minister  shall  be 
conducted  home  in  the  manner  in  which  he  was  brought 
to  the  house. 


SEPTEMBER  22,  1778. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  form  of  the  oath*  be, 
*'  You  swear  that  you  will  true  answers  make  to  all 
^'  such  questions  as  shall  be  propounded  to  you  by  this 
"  house,  so  help  you  GodJ^ 

To  this  an  amendment  was  moved,  that  the  form  of 
the  oath  be,  '^  You  swear  that  the  evidence  you  shall 
*'  give  to  this  house,  concerning  the  matters  now  in 
*'  question,  shall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
*'  nothing  bat  the  truth.    So  help  you  God." 

Another  amendment  was  moved,  ^^  You  shall  declare 
'*  what  you  know  of  the  conduct  of  the  honourable  Si- 
^^  las  Deane,  esquire,  late  commissioner  at  the  court  of 
^'  Versailles,  touching  the  application  of  the  publick 
^'  moneys  of  these  United  States,  and  other  matters  re- 
*^  lating  to  his  publick  character ;  and  also  what  you 
**  know  of  certain  dissentions  detrimental  to  the  pub- 
*'  lick  service,  said  to  exist  among  the  American  com- 
^^  missioners  in  Europe  ;  and  of  the  conduct  of  the  said 
^*  commissioners.  You  shall  tell  the  truth,  the  whole 
''  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.     So  help  you  God." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  last  amendment,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chase — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Bartlet,  ^Av. 

•  Od  exanunatioD  of  WiDiam  Cannichaiel  concerniiig  the  cooduet  of 
Silas  Deane,  Lc,    See  the  publick  journal  of  this  day. 
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Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Marchant, 


Connecticut, 
New  York, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland^ 


yirginia, 


North  Carolina, 


Soath  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Doer, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 


Mr.  Witherspoon,        ^Noi 


Mr.  R.  Morris, 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 
Mr.  J.  Smith, 
Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Harvie, 
Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


Mr.  Walton,  No. 

Mr.  Telfair,  No. 

Mr.  Langworthy,  No. 


No.^ 
NoJ 


No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  amendment,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  A.  Adams — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Bartlet,  Ay.  ^ 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Uerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holteni 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Ay. 

No 

Ay 


No.J 
>No 
>At 


DlVIDBD« 


Ay.) 

No.> 
No.) 


No. 


Mr.  Witherspoon,        ^At< 

Mr.  R.  Morris,      No.*^ 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Jas.  Jmlth, 
Mr.  Clingan, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Harvie, 
Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr«  Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


AyJ 

No.^ 
NoJ 


No.  I 

Ay.f 

No.i 


No. 


Ay.) 

No.  >  No. 
No.V 
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Georgia  I 


Mr.  Walton,  No. 

Mr.  Telfair,  No.  ^  No. 

Mr.  Langworthy,  No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  putting  the  main  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Barllet, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

.  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Marchant, 


Connecticut, 
New  York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 


>No. 

AyJ 
>^At. 

>No. 


New  Jersey,  Mr.  Witherspoon,        ^No. 


Mr.  R.  Morris,  Ay.' 
Mr.  Roberdeau,  No. 
Mr.  James  Smith,  Ay. 
Mr.  Clingan,         Ay. 


"At. 


Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Harvie, 
Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.  R.  H.  LeCf 
Mr.  Griffin, 


AyJ 
AyJ 
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North  Carolina,        Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Hamet,  Ay.  ^  At. 

Mr.  WiliiaroSy 

South  Carolina,        Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Mathews,        No.  ^  No. 
Mr.  Drayton, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Walton,  Ay, 

Mr.  Telfair,  No.  ^  No. 

Mr.  Langworthy,  No. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


OCTOBER  6,  1778. 

A  DvotioQ  was  made. 

That  the  honourable  Benjamin  Franklin^  Arthur 
Lee,  and  John  Adams,  esquires,  or  any  of  them,  be 
directed  forthwith  to  apply  to  Dr.  Price,  and  inform 
him,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress  to  consider  him  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States ;  and  to  receive  his  assis-  ' 
tance  in  regulating  their  finances.  That  if  he  shall 
think  it  expedient  to  remove,  with  his  family,  to  Ame- 
rica, and  afford  such  assistance,  a  generous  provision 
shall  be  made  for  requiting  his  services. 

On  the  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Laurens — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Bartlet,  ^Av. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams,      Ay.^ 

Mr*  Holten,  No. J 
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Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Marcbant, 


ConDecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Elmer, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Harvie, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Telfair, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 


>No. 
>No.x 

Ay.  >  Ar> 
Ay.J 


No. 
Ay 


:| 


Divided. 


No.) 
Ay  A  No. 
No.> 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


OCTOBER  15,  1778. 

Mr.  Laurens,  the  President,  addressed  Congress  as 
follows  : 

"  OENTLBMBir, 

"  I  informed  you  yesterday  that  I  had  received  a 
''  letter  from  Mr.  Izard.    I  have  since  perused  it,  and 
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*^  find  in  it  traits  reflecting  highly  an  Dr.  Franklin,  in 
^  kit  publick  character.  I  hare  observed,  in  this,  the 
'^  rule  which  guided  me  in  the  late  case  of  Mr.  Izard's 
'^  letters.  1  baVe  communicated  the  contents  of  the 
^  letter  and  papers  accompanying  it  to  nobody.  I 
^*  have  consulted  nobody.  I  act  according  to  my  own 
*' judgment,  unbiassed  and  impartial.  Mr.  Izard's 
'*  wish  that  these  papers  may  be  communicated  Co 
"  Congress,  appears  to  me  to  preclude  option  on  my 
*^  part ;  I  therefore  offer  the  letter  and  papers.  If  the 
^  house  is  pleased  to  receive  and  have  them  read,  I 
"  will  deliver  them  to  the  Secretary  for  that  purpose. 
"  I  have  delayed  offering  these  papers  earlier,  in 
<^  hopes  of  seeing  a  full  house,  and  had  directed  the 
^'  absent  members  to  be  summoned.  I  have  not  read 
*^  any  of  the  papers,  the  letter  excepted." 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Izard,  and  the 
papers  accompanying  it,  be  received  and  read. 

OCTOBER  21,  1778. 

The  committee^  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of 
credence,  notifying  to  his  most  christian  majesty  the 
appointment  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  esquire,  to  be  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  states  at  the  court  of 
France,  and  also  the  draft  of  instructions  to  the  said 
minister,  brought  in  a  draft  of  a  letter,  which  was 
agreed  to. 
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To  our  great,  faithful,  and  beloved  friend  and  ally, 
Lewis  the  sixteenth,  king  of  France  and  Navarre. 

GREAT,  FAITHFUL,  AND  BELOVED  FRIEND  AND  ALLV, 

The  principles  of  equality  and  reciprocity  on  which 
you  have  entered  into  treaties  with  us,  give  you  an  ad* 
ditional  security  for  that  good  faith  with  which  we 
shall  observe  them,  from  motives  of  honour  and  affec- 
tion to  your  majesty* 

The  distinguished  part  you  have  taken  in  support  of 
4he  liberties  and  independence  of  these  states  cannot 
but  inspire  them  with  the  most  ardent  wishes  for  the 
interest  and  glory  of  France. 

We  have  nominated  Benjamin  Franklin,  esquire,  to 
reside  at  your  court,  in  quality  of  our  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary, that  he  may  give  you  more  particular  as- 
surances of  the  grateful  sentiments  which  you  have 
excited  in  us,  and  in  each  of  the  United  States.  We 
beseech  you  to  give  entire  credit  to  every  thing  which 
he  shall  deliver  on  our  part,  more  especially  when  he 
shall  assure  you  of  the  permanency  of  our  friendship. 
And  we  pray  God,  that  he  will  keep  your  majesty,  our 
great,  faithful,  and  beloved  friend  and  ally,  in  his  most 
holy  protection. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  day  of  October, 

1778.     By  the  Congress  of  North  America,  your 
good  friends  and  allies. 

\  (Signed)  H.  L.  President. 

Attest. 

C.  T.  Secretary. 


^ 
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The  saoi^e  comnittee  also  broagbt  io  a  diaflt  of  in- 
atructionsy  whicji  were  taken  into  consideration* 

A  motion  being  made  to  strike  out  the  word  "  pro- 
*^  tection,"  and  instead  thereof  to  insert  '*  further  as** 
'*  sistance ;"  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Gerry — 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachosetts, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 


North  Carolina^ 


Mr.  Bartlet, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Marcbanty 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

»  4 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Gri£En, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Williams, 


>Ar. 

No.^ 

nJ:  ^  Divided. 

Ay.j 

>^At. 

So!  ]  D'^''^^- 


No.) 
No.  5 

:1 


No. 
No 


No. 
No 


No. 


No. 


No. 


>-At.  X 

No. 

No.  S  No. 
No. 


No. 
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Soath  GbMlin» 
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Mr.LiureBi, 
Mr.  DraytoQ, 
Mr.  HutsoD, 


tOittt, 


Mo. 


Oeorgia, 


Mr*  Walton 
Mr.  Telfaw 
Mr.  Lang 


i>fi>         No.  ^ 
worthy,  No.) 


No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  expunge  the  whole 
clause,  to  Mt,  '^  You  ai%  Airther  to  assure  him,  thttt 
*^  they  c^nlider  this  speedy  aid  not  only  as  a  teatimo- 
«'*  ny  of  hii  majesty's  fidelity  to  the  engagements  he 
^^  has  entered  into,  but  as  an  earnest  of  that  protection 
"  which  they  hope  from  his  power  and  magnanimity, 
<<  and  as  a  bond  of  gratitude  to  the  union  foulidtd  <lll 
^  mutual  interest.^' 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  that  claoae,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant«— 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  BartleC, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams^ 

Mr.  Oerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

«  • 

Rhode  Island,    .     Mr.  Merchant, 


>Ar, 


Ay.^ 
No.j 


>^No* 


Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr*  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Duer,  - 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Scttdder, 


Vtmoyhnamt 

» 

Maryland, 
Virginiai 


North  Carolina, 


Soath  Carolina, 


fioorgia. 


9011  wni  lurvMRS. 


Mr.  Roberdeau,  Ay.  )  i^ 

Mr.  Clingan,  Ay.  I  ^^* 

Mr.  Henry,  ^-JHo.X 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  M.  Smith,  Ay.  >  At. 

Mr.  Grrffin,  Ay< 


Mr.  Peon, 
Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton^ 
Mr.  Mathews, 


Ay. 


Ay. 


Mr.  Walton,  Ay. 

Mr.  Telfair,  Ay.  5^  Ay. 

Mr.  Langworthy,  Ay< 


Slo  it  «raa  reaolTod  in  the  affirmative. 


Wl 


OCTOBER  22,  1778. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  instnic- 
tjons  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
Versailles,  which,  being  amended,  were  agreed  to  aa 
follows : 

To  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire,  Mi- 
nister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Nort  h 
America  to  the  Court  of  France. 

Wk,  th6  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  Ame- 
fioa,  having  thought  it  proper  to  appoint  you  their 
nioiBler  plenipotentilry  to  the  court  of  his  most  cbria- 
fian  majeaty,  you  shall  in  all  thingf ,  according  to  the 
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best  of  your  koowiedge  and  abilities,  promote  the  in- 
terest and  honour  of  the  said  states  at  that  court,  with 
a  particular  attention  to  the  following  instructions : . 
.  1.  You  are  iioDiediately  to  assure  bis  most  christian 
majesty,  that  these  states  entertain  the  highest  sense 
of  his  exertions  in  their  favour,  particularly  by  sending 
the  respectable  squadron  under  the  count  d'Estaing, 
which  would  probably  have  terminated  the  war  in  a 
speedy  and  honourable  manner,  if  unforeseen  and  un- 
fortunate circumstances  had  not  intervened. 

You  are  further  to  assure  him  that  they  consider  this 
speedy  aid,  not  only  as  a  testimony  of  his  majesty's 
fidelity  to  the  engagements  he  hath  entered  into,  bat 
as  an  earnest  of  that  protection  which  (hey  hope  from 
his  power  and  magnanimity,  and  as  a  bond  of  grati- 
tude to  the  union,  founded  on  mutual  interest. 

2.  You  shall,  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  on 
every  necessary  occasion,  assure  the  king  and  his 
ministers,  that  neither  the  Congress  nor  any  of  the 
states  they  represent,  have  at  all  swerved  from  their 
determination  to  be  independent  in  July  1776.  But 
as  the  declaration  was  made  in  face  of  the  most  pow- 
erful fleet  and  army  which  could  have  been  expected 
to  operate  against  them,  and  without  any  the  slightest 
assurance  of  foreign  aid,  so,  although  in  a  defenceless 
situation,  and  harassed  by  the  secret  machinations  and 
designs  of  intestine  foes,  they  have,  under  the  exer- 
tions of  that  force,  during  those  bloody  campaigns, 
persevered  in  their  determination  to  be  free.  And 
that  they  have  been  inflexible  in  this  determination^ 
notwithstanding  the  interruption  of  their  commerce, 
the  great  sufierings  they  have  experienced  from  the 
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want  of  those  things  which  it  procured,  and  the  unex- 
ampled barbarity  of  their  enemies. 

3.  You  are  to  give  the  most  pointed  and  positive 
assurances,  that  although  the  Congress  are  earnestly 
desirous  of  peace,  as  well  to  arrange  their  finances 
and  recruit  the  exhausted  state  of  their  country,  as  to 
spare  the  further  efiusion  of  blood,  yet  they  will  faith- 
fully perform  their  engagements,  and  afford  every  as- 
sistance in  their  power  to  prosecute  the  war  for  the 
great  purposes  of  the  alliance. 

4.  You  shall  endeavour  to  obtain  the  king's  consent 
to  expunge  from  the  treaty  of  commerce  the  eleventh 
and  twelfth  articles,  as  inconsistent  with  that  equality 
and  reciprocity  which  form  the  best  security  to  perpe« 
tuate  the  whole. 

5.  You  are  to  exert  yourself  to  procure  the  consent 
of  the  court  of  France,  that  all  American  seamen,  who 
may  be  taken  on  board  of  British  vessels,  may,  if  they 
choose,  be  permitted  to  enter  on  board  American  ves- 
sels. In  return  for  which,  you  are  authorized  to  sti- 
pulate, that  all  Frenchmen  who  may  be  taken  on 
board  of  British  vessels,  by  vessels  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  shall  be  delivered  up  to  persons  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  by  his  most  christian  majesty. 

6.  You  are  to  suggest  to  the  ministers  of  his  most 
christian  majesty,  the  advantage  that  would  result 
from  entering  on  board  the  ships  of  these  states,  Bri- 
tish seamen  who  may  be  made  prisoners,  thereby  im- 
pairing the  force  of  the  enemy,  and  strengthening  the 
hands  of  his  ally.  ' 

7.  You  are  also  to  suggest  the  fatal  consequericeis 
which  would  follow  the  commerce  of  the  common  ene- 
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snyi  iU  fay  eoBfiniQg  tbe  w»r  to  tbe  European  and  Aaiv 
tic  seas,  the  coasts  of  Ameriea  could  be  no  for  freed 
from  Ibe  British  fleets  as  to  famish  a  safe  asylum  to 
the  frigates  aad  prt? ateers  of  tbe  allied  oaltooa  awl 
their  prices. 

S«  You  shall  constantly  incukate  the  certainty  of 
ruining  the  British  fisheries  on  the  banks  of  New foond- 
land,  and  consequently  the  British  marine,  by  reduc* 
ing  Haltfai  and  Quebec;  since,  by  that  means  Ibey 
would  be  exposed  to  alarm  and  plunder,  and  deprived 
of  the  necessary  supplies  formerly  drawn  from  Ame- 
rica.  The  plan  proposed  to  Congress  for  compassing 
these  objects  are  herewith  transmitted  for  your  more 
particular  instruction* 

9.  You  are  to  lay  before  the  court  the  deranged 
state  of  our  finances,  together  with  the  causes  thereof; 
and  show  the  necessity  of  placing  them  en  a  mere  re- 
spectable footing,  in  order  to  prosecute  the  war  with 
vigour  on  the  part  of  America*  Observations  oo  that 
subject  are  herewith  transmitted ;  and  more  particular 
instructions  shall  be  sent  whenever  the  necessary  steps 
previous  thereto  shall  have  been  taken. 

10*  You  are,  by  every  means  in  your  power,  to  pro- 
mote a  perfect  harmony,  concord,  and  good  under* 
standing,  not  only  between  the  allied  powers,  but  also 
between  and  among  their  subjects,  that  the  connexion 
so  favourably  begun  may  be  perpetuated. 

11.  You  shall  in  all  things  take  care  not  to  make 
any  engagements,  or  stipulations,  on  the  part  of  Ame- 
rica, without  the  consent  of  America  previously  ob- 
tained. 


em.}  toBmoajanaB.  ui 

W«  pnf  God  to  AnHier  yoft  with  his  goodimt  in 
Ihe  Mreml  objtcto  hccteby  racomnieiided ;  aad  that  h« 
will  have  fom  in  his  holy  keeping. 

DoM  at  Philadelphia,  the  86tfa  day  of  October^  1 778* 

By  die  Congress.  * 

H.  LAURENS,  President. 
Attest. 

GaAaLBs  T^oitBOM,  SecKtary. 

Plan  for  reducing  the  Province  of  Canada,  referred  tp 
in  the  Instructions  of  Honourable  B.  Franklin, 
Minister  to  the  Court  of  Prance. 

PLAN  or  ATTACK. 

That  a  namber  of  men  be  assembled  at  fort  Pitt, 
from  Virginia  and  Pennsylvanis,  amounting  to  one 
diousand  five  hundred  rank  and  file ;  for  which  pur- 
pose three  thousand  should  be  called  for;  and  if 
more  than  one  thousand  five  hundred  appear,  the 
feast  efieclive  be  dismissed.  To  these  should  be 
added  one  hundred  light  cavalry,  one  half  armed  with 
lances.  The  whole  should  be  ready  to  march  by  the 
first  day  6f  Jkine ;  and  for  that  purpose  they  should  be 
called  together  for  the  1st  Hay,  so  as  to  be  in  readi- 
ness by  the  15th.  The  real  and  declared  object  of 
this  corps  should  be  to  attack  Detroit,  and  to  destroy 
the  towns,  on  the  route  thither,  of  those  Indians  who 
are  inimical  to  the  United  States. 

3.  That  five  hundred  men  be  stationed  at  or  near 
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oming  this  winter,  to  cover  tke  frontiers  of  Penn« 
sylvaiiia  and  New  Jersey ;  to  be  reinforced  by  one 
thousand  men  from .  those  states  early  in  the  spring* 
For  this  purpose,  two  thousand  men  should  be  called 
for  to  appear  on  the  first  of  May,  so  as  to  be  in  readi« 
ness  by  the  15th.  They  must  march  on  the  first  of 
June,  at  farthest,  for  Oneoquago;  to  proceed  from 
thence  against  Niagara.     This  is  also  to  be  declared. 

3.  That  in  addition  to  the  garrison  of  fort  Schuyler 
or  Stanwiz,  one  thousand  five  hundred  men  be  station- 
ed this  winter  along  the  Mohawk  river ;  and  prepara* 
tions  of  every  kind  made  to  build  vessels  of  force  on 
lake  Ontario  early  next  spring ;  and  to  take  post  at  or 
near  Oswego.  A  reinforcement  of  two  thousand  five 
hundred  men,  from  the  militia  of  New  York  and  the 
western  parts  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  Bay, 
must  be  added  to  these  early  in  the  spring ;  for  which 
purpose  a  demand  must  be  made  of  five  thousand.  A 
party,  consisting  of  five  hundred  regular  troops  and 
one  thousand  militia,  must  march  from  Schenectady ; 

0 

SO  as  to  meet  those  destined  to  act  against  Niagara  at 
Oneoquaga.  They  should  be  joined  by  about  one 
hundred  light  dragoons,  armed  as  aforesaid,  together 
with  all  the  warriours  which  can  be  collected  from  the 
friendly  tribes.  In  their  march  to  Niagara,  they 
should  destroy  the  Senecas  and  other  towns  of  In- 
dians which  are  inimical. 

4.  That  two  thousand  five  hundred  men  be  marched 
from  fort  Schuyler,  as  early  as  possible  after  the  mid- 
dle of  May,  to  Oswego,  and  take  a  post  there,  or  ie 
the  neighbourhood ;  to  be  defended  by  about  five  huni- 
dred  men.    That  they  also  be  employed  in  forwarding 
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ihe  vessels  ta  be  butk  for  securing  the  navigation  of 
bke  Oatario,  and  in  making  excursions  towards  Nia- 
gara; so  as  to  keep  the  Indian  country  in  alarm,  and 
focilitate  the  operations  in  that  quarter. 

5.  That  a  number  of  regiments  be  cantoned  along 
the  upper  parts  of  Connecticut  river,  to  be  recruited  in 
the  winter ;  so  as  to  form  a  body  of  five  thousand  re- 
gular troops,  rank  and  file;  and  every  preparation 
made  to  penetrate  into  Canada  by  the  way  of  the  river 
St.  Francis.  The  time*of  their  departure  must  depend 
upon  circumstances ;  and  their  object  kept  as  secret 
as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  permit.  When  they 
arrive  at  the  St.  Francis,  they  must  take  a  good  post 
at  the  mouth  of  St.  Francis,  and  turn  their  attention 
immediately  to  the  reduction  of  Montreal  and  St. 
John's,  and  the  north  end  of  lake  Champlain.  These 
operations  will  be  facilitated  by  the  several  movements 
to  the  westward,  drawing  the  attention  of  the  enemy 
to  that  quarter.  If  successful,  so  as  to  secure  a  pas- 
sage across  the  lake,  further  reinforcements  may  be 
thrown  in,  and  an  additional  retreat  secured  that  way. 
The  next  operation  will  be  in  concert  with  the  troops 
who  are  to  gain  the  navigation  of  lake  Ontario,  Jzc. 
This  operation,  however,  must  be  feeble,  so  long  as 
the  necessity  exists  of  securing  their  rear  towards 
Quebec.  Such  detachment,,  however,  as  can  be  spar- 
ed, perhaps  two  thousand,  with  as  many  Canadians  as 
will  join  them,  are  to  proceed  up  Cadaraqui,  and  take  a 
post,  defensible  by  about  three  hundred  men,  at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  lake  Ontario.  They  will  then  join  them- 
selves to  those  posted,  as  aforesaid,  at  or  near  Oswe- 
go ;  and,  leaying  a  garrison  at  that  post,  proceed  to- 
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gether  to  the  partjr  at  or  near  Niagara,  at  trbieb  place 
they  ought,  if  possible,  to  arrive  by  the  middle  ot 
September.  The  troops  who  have  marched  againal 
Detroit  should.also,  whether  sutxessfal  or  not,  return 
to  Niagara,  if  that  post  is  possessed  or  besieged  by 
the  Americans ;  as  a  safe  retreat  can  by  that  means 
be  accomplished  for  the  whole,  in  case  of  accident. 

On  the  supposition  that  these  operations  should  sac« 
ceed,  still  another  campaign  must  be  made  to  reduce 
the  city  Quebec.  The  American  troops  must  con- 
tinue all  winter  in  Canada.  To  supply  them  with  pro- 
visions, clothing,  die.  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impracti* 
cable.  The  expense  will  be  ruinous.  The  enemy 
will  have  time  to  reinforce.  Nothing  can  be  attempt- 
ed against  Halifax.  Considering  these  circumstances, 
it  is  perhaps  more  prudent  to  make  incursions  with 
cavalry,  and  light  infantry,  and  chasseurs,  to  harass 
and  alarm  the  enemy  ;  and  thereby  prevent  them  from 
desolating  our  frontiers,  which  seems  to  be  their  ob- 
ject during  the  next  campaign^ 

But  if  the  reduction  of  Halifax  and  Quebec  are  ob- 
jects of  the  highest  importance  to  the  allies,  they  must 
be  attempted. 

The  importance  to  France  is  derived  from  the  fol- 
lowing considerations : 

1*  The  fishery  of  Newfoundland  is  justly  considered 
as  the  basis  of  a  good  marine. 

3.  The  possession  of  those  two  places  necessarily 
secures  to  the  party,  and  their  friends,  the  island  and 
fisheries. 

3.  It  will  strengthen  her  allies;  and  guarantee  more 
strongly  their  freedom  and  -independeoce. 
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4.  It  will  have  an  influence  in  extending  Ae  com- 
Oierce  of  France,  and  restoring  her  to  a  share  of  the 
for  trade,  now  monopolized  by  Great  Britain. 

The  importance  to  America  results  from  the  foUoiv^ 
ing  considerations : 

1.  The  peace  of  their  frontiers* 

2.  The  arrangement  of  their  finances* 

3.  The  accession  of  two  states  to  the  union* 

4«  The  protection,  and  security  of  their  commerce. 

5.  That  it  will  enable  them  to  bend  their  whole  at- 
tention and  resources  to  the  creation  of  a  marine,  which 
will  at  once  serve  them  and  assist  their  allies. 

6.  That  it  will  secure  the  fisheries  to  the  United 
States,  and  France  their  ally,  to  the  total  exclusion  of 
Great  Britain. 

Add  to  these  considerations : 

1 ,  That  Great  Britain,  by  holding  these  places,  will 
infest  the  coast  of  America  with  small  armed  vessels  to 
the  great  injury  of  the  French  as  well  as  the  American 
trade. 

2.  That  her  possessions  in  the  West  Indies  mate- 
rially depend  on  the  possession  of  posts  to  supply 
them  with  bread  and  lumber,  and  to  refit  their  ships, 
and  receive  their  sick,  as  well  soldiers  as  seamen. 

'  In  order  then  to  secure,  as  far  as  human  wisdom  can 
provide,  the  reduction  of  those  places,  aid  must  be  ob- 
tained from  France. 

Suppose  a  body  of  four  or  five  thousand  French 
troops  sail  from  Brest,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  under 
convoy  of  four  ships  of  the  line  and  four  frigates. 
Their  object  to  be  avowed ;  but  their  clothing,  stores, 
&c.,  such  as  designate  them  for  the  West  indies* 
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Each  soldier  must  have  9,  good  blanket,  of  a  large 
size,  to  be  made  into  a  coat  when  the  weather  grows 
cool.  Thick  clothing  for  these  troops  should  be  sent 
in  August,  so  as  to  arrive  at  such  place  as  circum- 
stances by  that  time  may  indicate,  by  the  beginning  o( 
October.  These  troops,  by  the  end  of  June  or  begin* 
ning  of  July,  might  arrive  at  Quebec,  which,  for  the 
reasons  already  assigned,  .they  would  in  ail  probabili- 
ty find  quite  defenceless.  Possessing  themselves  of 
that  city,  and  leaving  there  the  line  of  battle  ships, 
the  marines  and  a  very  small  garrison,  with  as  many 
of  the  Canadians  as  can  readily  be  assembled  (for 
which  purpose  spare  arms  should  be  provided,  which 
might  be  put  up  in  boxes,  and  marked  as  for  the  mi- 
litia of  one  of  the  French  islands,)  the  frigates  and 
transports  should  proceed  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
and  a  debarkation  take  place  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
St.  Francis.  If  the  Americans  are  already  at  that 
place,  the  troops  will  co-operate  for  the  purposes 
abovementioned  :  If  not,  a  post  must  be  taken  there, 
and  expresses  sent,  &c.  In  the  interim,  three  of  the 
frigates,  with  four  of  the  smallest  transports,  should 
proceed  to  Montreal,  and  if  possible  possess  that 
city ;  when  the  nobles  and  clergy  should  be  imme- 
diately called  together  by  the  general,  who  should,  if 
possible,  be  well  acquainted  with  the  manners  both  of 
France  and  of  the  United  States. 

The  troops  should  bring  with  them  very  ample  pro- 
visions, especially  of  salted  flesh,  as  they  will  come  to 
a  country  exhausted  by  the  British  army.  By  the 
latter  end  of  July,  or  middle  of  August,  the  reduction 
of  Canada  might  be  so  far  completed,  that  the  ships 
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■light  proceed  to  the  investiture  of  Halifax,  taking  on 
board  large  supplies  of  floor.  A  part  of  the  troops 
might  march,  and  be  followed  by  the  sick,  as  they  re- 
cover. A  considerable  body  of  American  troops 
might  then  be  spared  for  that  service,  which,  with  the 
militia  of  the  states  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New 
Hampshire,  might  proceed  to  the  attack  of  Halifax,  so 
as  to  arrive  at  the  beginning  of  September ;  and  if 
that  place  should  fall  by  the  beginning  or  middle  of 
October,  the  troops  might  either  proceed  against  New- 
foundland, or  remain  in  garrison  until  the  spring ;  at 
which  time  that  conquest  might  be  completed.  If 
Halifax  should  not  be  taken,  then  the  squadron  and 
troops  would  still  be  in  time  to  co-operate  against  the 
West  Indies. 

To  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire. 

SIR, 

The  above  plan,  referred  to  in  your  instructions, 
you  shall  lay  substantially  before  the  French  minister. 
You  shall  consult  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  on  any 
difficulties  which  may  arise ;  and  refer  the  ministry  to 
him,  as  he  hath  made  it  bis  particular  study  to  gain 
information  on  these  important  points. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

H.  L.  President. 

Attest. 

C.  T.  Sec'y. 
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Observatumi  on  the  Finances  of  America* 

At  the  commeDcement  of  the  war,  it  was  obvioas 
that  the  permanent  revenues  and  resources  of  Great 
Britain  must  eventually  overbalance  the  sudden  and 
impetuous  sallies  of  men  contending  for  freedom  on 
the  spur  of  the  occasion,  without  regular  discipline, 
determinate  plans,  or  permanent  means  of  defeocct 
America  having  never  been  much  taxed,  nor  for  a  con« 
tinned  length  of  time,  being  without  fixed  government, 
and  contending  against  what  once  was  the  lawful  au» 
thority,  had  no  funds  to  support  the  war,  notwith- 
standing her  riches  and  fertility.  And  the  contest 
being  upon  the  very  question  of  taxation,  the  laying  of 
imposts,  unless  from  the  last  necessity,  would  have 
been  madness. 

To  borrow  from  individuals,  without  any  visible 
means  of  repaying  them,  and  while  the  loss  was  cer- 
tain from  ill  success,  was  visionary. 

A  measure,  therefore,  which  bad  been  early  adopted, 
and  thence  become  familiar  to  the  people,  was  pur- 
sued. This  was  the  issuing  of  paper  notes  represent- 
ing specie,  for  the  redemption  of  which  the  publick 
faith  was  pledged. 

As  these  were  to  circulate  from  hand  to  hand,  there 
was  no  great  individual  risk,  unless  from  holding  them 
too  long;  and  no  man  refused  to  receive  them  for 
one  commodity,  while  they  would  purchase  every 
other. 

This  general  credit,  however,  did  not  last  long.  It 
menaced  so  deeply  the  views  of  our  enemies,  who  bad 
bttilt  their  hopes  upon  the  defect  of  our  resources,  that 
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they  aod  their  partMns  used  every  effort  to  impeach 
its  value.  Their  sQcceat  in  one  instance  of  this  kind 
always  made  room  for  another ;  because  he  who  could 
aot  relieve  his  wants  with  our  paper  would  not  part 
with  bis  property  to  procure  it. 

To  remedy  this  evil,  the  states,  as  soon  as  formed 
into  any  shape  of  leftislation,  enacted  laws  to  make  tba 
continental  paper  a  lawful  tender,  and  indeed  to  de« 
termine  its  value,  fixing  it  by  penalties,  at  the  sum  of 
specie  expressed  on  the  face.  These  laws  prodaccd 
ttiooopoly  throughout. 

The  monopoly  of  commodities,  the  interruption  of 
commerce  rendering  them  scarce,  and  the  successes  of 
the  enemy,  produced  a  depreciation.  The  laws  de« 
vised  to  remedy  this  evil  either  increased,  or  were 
followed  by  an  increase  of  it. 

Tins  demanded  more  plentiful  emissions,  thereby 
increasing  the  circulating  medium  to  such  a  degree  as 
not  only  to  exclude  all  other,  but,  from  its  superabun- 
dant quantity,  again  to  increase  the  depreciation. 

The  several  states,  instead  of  laying  taxes  to  defray 
their  own  private  expenses,  followed  the  example  of 
Congress,  and  also  issued  notes  of  different  denomi* 
nations  and  forms.  Hence  to  counterfeit  became  much 
easier,  and  the  enemy  did  not  neglect  to  avail  them* 
selves  of  this  great  though  base  advantage.  And 
hence  arose  a  further  depreciation. 

Calling  the  husbandman  frequently  to  arms,  who  had 
indeed  lost  the  incitements  to  industry  from  the  cheap- 
ness of  the  necessaries  of  life  in  the  beginning,  com- 
pared with  other  articles  which  took  a  more  rapid  rise, 
soon  reduced  that  abundance  which  preceded  the  war. 
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middle  sUtes,  are  so  exhaosted  tbati  unless  by  the 
most  sU'eouous  voluntary  eiertions  of  all  the  inhabi- 
tants, no  great  numbers  of  men  can  possibly  be  sub- 
sisted. And  such  exertions  cannot  be  expected  with* 
out  the  temptation  of  money  more  valued  than  outs  is 
at  present. 

To  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire. 

SIR, 

The  above  observations  referred  to  in  your  instruc*- 
tions,  you  shall  lay  substantially  before  the  French 
ministry,  and  labour  for  their  assistance  to  remove  the 
difficulties  there  stated. 
By  order  of  Congress. 

H«  L.  President. 
Attest. 
C.  T.  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  plan  reported  by  the  committee 
for  reducing  the  province  of  Canada  be  transmitted  to 
the  general ;  and  that  he  be  requested  to  make  such 
observations  thereon  as  to  him  shall  appear  proper, 
and  transmit  the  same  to  Congress ;  and  deliver  a  copy 
thereof  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

Ordered,  That  the  members  be  under  the  injunction 
6f  secrecy  with  regard  to  the  plan  of  attacking  Canada, 
except  what  relatas  to  the  attacks  of  Detroit  and  Nia- 
gara. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  prepare  a  fri- 
gate, with  all  possible  expedition,  for  carrying  des- 
patches to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
France,  and  for  accommodating  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette  with  a  passage. 
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Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  of  Congress  relative 
to  the  expedition  into  Canada,  together  with  the  plan 
reported  by  the  committee,  be  by  them  communicated 
to  the  Sr.  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most 
christian  majesty  to  these  states  ;  and  that  the  said 
committee  be  directed  to  explain  to  Sr.  Gerard  the  rea- 
sons which  have  induced  Congress  to  adopt  this  mea- 
sore ;  and  that  the  committee  do  report  the  result  of 
their  conference. 

Resolved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  Uy 
procure  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  as  speedily  as 
possible,  the  most  exact  intelligence  that  can  be  ob- 
tained respecting  the  number  of  troops  in  those  pra- 
vinces,  and  their  stations  ;  and  also  the  number  of  ves- 
sels of  war,  their  force  and  stations^  with  the  number, 
state  and  strength  of  the  fortifications.  And  that  he 
transmit  such  Intelligence,  wheii  received,  to  the  ma- 
rine committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  instructed 
to  transmit  without  delay  aAer  receiving  the  same  the 
intelligence  sent  them  by  general  Washington  to  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles  by 
three  successive  conveyances. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  afl&irs  be 
directed  to  inform  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Prance,  and  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  at  the  respective  courts  in  Europe,  that  it  is  the 
desire  of  Congress,  that  harmony  and  good  under- 
standing should  be  cultivated  between  the  ministers^ 
commissioners  and  representatives  of  this  Congress  at 
the  respective  courts  of  Europe,  and  that  such  confi- 
dence and  cordiality  take  place  among  them  as  is  ne- 
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cessary  for  the  honour  and  interest  of  the  Uaiied 
States* 

Resolved,  That  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  major 
general  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  have  leave 
to  go  to  France  ;  and  that  he  return  at  such  time  as 
shall  be  most  convenient  to  him. 

Resolved^  That  the  following  letter  of  recommeoda- 
tion  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  be  written  to  the  kia| 
of  France : 

To  our  great,  faithful,  dnd  beloved  friend  and  ally, 
Louis  the  sixteenth,  king  of  Prance  and  Navarre* 

GREAT,  FAITHFUL,  AMD  BELOVED  FRIBITD  AKD  ALLT. 

The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  having  obtained  our 
leate  to  return  to  his  native  country,  we  could  not  suf* 
fer  hind  to  depart  without  testifying  our  deep  sense  Of 
his  zeal,  courage  end  attachment*  We  have  advattc* 
ed  him  to  the  rank  of  major  general  in  our  armies, 
%vhich,  as  well  by  his  prudent  as  spirited  conduct,  he 
hath  manifestly  merited*  We  recommend  this  young 
noblemen  to  your  majesty's  notice,  as  one  whom  we 
know  to  be  wise  in  council,  gallant  in  the  field,  and 
patient  under  the  hardships  of  war*  His  devotion  te 
bis  sovereign  hath  led  him  in  all  things  te  demean 
himself  as  an  American,  acquiring  thereby  the  cooB* 
dence  of  these  United  States,  yoUr  good  and  faithful 
friends  and  allies,  and  the  affection  of  their  citizens* 

We  pray  God  to  keep  your  majesty  in  his  holy  pro* 
tection* 
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Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  38d  day  of  Oetober^ 
1 778.  By  the  Congrets  of  the  United  Statea  ef 
North  America. 

Your  good  friends  and  allies. 

H.  L.  President. 
Attested. 

C.  T.  Secretary. 

General  Washington  having,  in  a  letter  of  the  lltb 
^f  November,  communicated  his  observations  on  the 
foregoing  plan,  the  same  was,  on  the  1 9tb  of  Nc^vem* 
ber,  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  G.  Mor* 
ria,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  R. 
H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon,  who,  on  the  5th  of  De« 
cember  report. 

That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  general  against 
the  expedition  to  Canada  appear  to  the  committee  to 
be  well  founded,  and  to  merit  the  approbation  of  Con- 
gress. That  they  are  fully  of  opinion  that  nothing  of 
great  importance  can  be  attempted  in  that  quarter,  un- 
less the  enemy  should  evacuate  the  posts  which  they 
now  bold  within  these  United  States.  That  it  appears^ 
nevertheless,  highly  probable  that  they  will  evacuate 
such  posts  before  the  active  part  of  the  ensuing  cam- 

That  whatever  may  be  the  situation  of  these  states 
in  other  respects,  nothing  can  be  done,  unless  the  ne- 
cessary preparations  therefor  be  made  in  due  season. 
That  the  committee  are  of  opinion  the  complexity  of 
the  plan  heretofore  adopted  by  Congress,  although 
calculated  to  distrsct  the  views  of  the  enemy,  may  be 
nevertheless  attended  with  such  disadvantages  as  to 
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Overbalance  the  good  consequences  expected  from  it, 
and  therefore  that  it  may  be  simplified. 

That  they  entirely  agree  with  the  general,  that  Nia- 
gara cannot  be  carried  without  commanding  the  lakes 
Erie  and  Ontario,  particularly  the  latter;  but  they 
must  at  the  same  time  observe,  that  this  post  is  of. 
such  importance  to  the  United  Slates  as  to  render  it 
proper  to  do  every  thing  which  is  practicable  to  ac- 
quire the  possession  of  it.  That  it  is  therefore,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  proper  to  direct  the  general 
to  cause  every  previous  preparation  to  be  made,  with 
all  convenient  speed,  for  the  subjection  of  that  foKress ; 
and  also  to  carry  on  such  further  operations  to  the 
northward  as  time  and  circumstances  shall  point  out 
hereafter. 

That  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  ques- 
tion, whether  any,  and  what  force  can  or  will  be  sent 
for  the  emancipation  of  Quebec,  by  his  most  christian 
majesty,  must  depend  upon  circumstances  and  situa- 
tions, which  cannot  at  present  be  known  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic ;  but  they  conceive  it  will  be  in  his  power 
to  operate  with  eflfebt  for  that  purpose ;  and  as  well 
from  the  importance  of  the  object,  as  from  his  former 
exertions  in  favour  of  these  states,  they  doubt  not  but 
that  in  such  case,  he  will  readily  afford  his  assistance. 

That  the  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  general  should  be  directed  to  write  to  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette  upon  that  subject ;  and  also  to  write  to 
the  minister  of  these  states  very  fully,  in  order  that 
eventual  measures  may  be  taken,  in  case  an  armament 
should  be  sent  fVom  France  to  Quebec,  to  co-operate 
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therewith  to  the  utmost  degree  which  the  finances  of 
these  states  will  admit. 
Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  r^brL 
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The  committee,  consisting  of  ^.  Duane,  Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  G.*  Morris,  and  Mr.  Laurens,  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  commander  in.  chief  on  the 
operations  of  the  ne^t  campaign,  having  held  such 
conference,  beg  leave  to  report,  ,    . 

That  the  plan  proppsedl>j  Congress  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  Cana4a,  in  co-operation  with  an  armament 
from  France,  was  the  principal  subject  of  the  said 
conference. 

That  impressed  with  a  strong  sei^se  of  the  injury 
and  disgrace  which  must  attend  an  infraction  of  the 
proposed  sUpulations  on  the  part  of  these  states,  your 
committee  have  taken  a  general  review  of  our  finances; 
of  the  circumstances  of  our  a^y ;  of  the  magazines 
of  clothing,  artillery,  arms  and  ammunition ;  and  of  the 
provisions  in  store,  and  which  can  be  collected  in  sea- 
son. Your  committee  have  also  i^ttentively  considered 
the  intelligence  and  observations  communicated  to 
them  by  the  commander  in  chief,  respecting  the  num- 
ber of  troops  and  strong  holds  of  the  enemy  in  Cana- 
da, their  naval  force,  and  entire  command  of  the  water 
communication  with  that  country;  the  difficulties, 
while  they  possess  so  signal  an  advantage,  of  penetrat- 
ing it  with  an  army  by  land ;  the  obstacles  which  are 
to  be  surmounted  io  acquiring  a  naval  superiority ;  the 
hostile  temper  of  many  of  the  surrounding  Indian  tribes 
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whether  the  enemy  will  oot  pereeTere  in  ihcur  nywimn 
cf  barassing  aad  distreisiiig  oar  seacoau  aad  froa* 
tiers  by  a  predatory  war. 

That,  upon  the  roost  mature  deliberation,  your  com- 
mittee cannot  find  room  for  a  well  grounded  presump- 
tion, that  these  states  will  be  able  to  perform  their  part 
of  the  proposed  stipulations.  That,  in  a  measure  of 
SQcb  moment,  and  calculated  to  call  forth,  and  diTort 
to  a  single  object,  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
force  of  our  ally,  which  may  otherwise  be  essentiaiiy 
employed,  nothing  less  than  the  highest  probability  of 
its  success  could  justify  Congress  in  nmking  the  pro* 
position* 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the 
negotiation  fn  question,  however  desirable  and  inte- 
resting, should  be  deferred  till  circumstances  shall  ren- 
der the  co-operation  of  these  stales  more  certain,  prac- 
ticable, and  effectual. 

That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  states  at 
the  court  of  Yersailles,  the  minister  of  France  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  be  respec- 
tively informed,  that  the  operations  of  the  next  cam- 
paign must  depend  on  such  a  variety  of  contingen- 
cies, to  arise  as  well  from  our  own  internal  circum- 
stances and  distant  resources  as  the  projects  and 
motions  of  the  enemy,  that  time  alone  can  mature  and 
point  out  the  plan  which  ought  to  be  pursued.  HiaC 
Congress,  therefore,  cannot,  with  a  degree  of  confi- 
dence answerable  to  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  de- 
cide on  the  practicability  of  their  co-operating  the  next 
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can^^o.  io  .4n  enterprise;  ibr  the  emaneipatbii  of 
Canade. 

That  every  prtparati90  in  our  power^wiU  neverthe* 
less  be  made  for  actiog  with  vigour  againat  the  com- 
mon enemy,  ai^d,  every  favourable  incident  be  em- 
braced  with  alacrity  to  facilitate  and  hasten  the  free- 
dom and;  independence  of  Canada  and  her  onion  with 
these  states ;  events  which  Congress,  from  motives  of 
policy  with  respect  to  the  United  States,  as  well  as  of 
affectioq  to  Iheir  Canadian  brethren,  have  greatly  at 
heart. 

Yoor  committee  subjoin  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  the 
above  purpose  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  ;  and  not 
having  (fqmpleted  the  whole  of  the  business  committed 
to  them,  beg  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report* 

The  letter  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  being  read, 
was  agfeed  to  as  foUows ; 

SIR, 

The  Congress  have  directed  me  to  inform  you,  that 
although  the  emancipatioo  of  Canada  is  a  very  desira- 
ble object,  yet  considering  the  exhausted  state  of  their 
resources,,  and  the  derangement  of  their  finances,  they 
conceive  it  very  problematical  whether  they  could  make 
any  soli<f  impression  in  that  quarter,  even  on  the  un- 
certain contingency  that  the  troops  of  Great  Britain 
should  evacuate  the  posts  they  now  hold.  More  exten- 
sive and  more  accurate  information  than  they  formerly 
•possessed  have  induced  a  conviction,  that  some  capital 
movements  meditated  against  that  province  are  utterly 
impracticable  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  the  de* 
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feet  of  ftopplies,  and  the  impoftstbillty  of  iiahsporttn^ 
them  thither ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  obfttacles  ^feh  a 
prudent  enemy  might  throw  in  the  way  of  an  assailing 
army.  Under  such  cittsomstances,  to  enter  into  en* 
garments  with  their  allies  appears  not  only  impni^ 
dent  but  onjust. 

In  any  case,  a  perfect  co-operation  most  depend 
upon  a  variety  of  incidents  which  human  prudence 
can  neither  foresee  nor  provide  for*  Under  the  pre* 
sent  circumstances  it  cannot  be  expected.  The  con« 
sequence  then  would  certainly  be,  a  misapplicatioHi 
and  possibly  the  destractron,  of  a  part  of  the  force  of 
tVance ;  and  that  every  force  employed  on  a  less  ha* 
ssafdous  etpedition  would  equally  call  forth  the  atten- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  equally  become  the  object  of  her 
efibrts,  and  consequently  give  equal  aid  to  the  United 
States.  Considering  these,  and  other  reasons  of  the 
like  kind,  Congress  have  determined,  however  Aatter- 
ing  the  object,  not  to  risk  a  breach  of  the  publick  faith, 
or  the  injury  of  an  ally,  to  whom  they  are  bound  by 
principles  of  honour,  gratitude,  and  affection. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  L*  President. 


JANUARY  25,  1779. 

Resolved,  'ThiBit  tlie  minister  plenipotentiary  and 
commissioners  of  the  United  States,  in  Europe,  be  ill* 
sthicted  to  obtain  copies  of  the  ai^rangements  and 
ibrms  of  conducting  ihe  business  of  the  treasury,  war 
office)  marine  and  other  offices  of  government,  at  the 
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court  of  VemUles,  and  other  kiogdomt,  or  republkks, 
in  wbicb  they  nay  retpectiTely  reaide,  and  also  at  iba 
court  of  Great  Britaio  ;  and  that  triplicates  of  such 
copies  be  sent  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  may  be,  toge* 
Uier  with  any  useful  informalion  relative  to  iheir  trea- 
auries. 

FEBRUARY  17,  1779. 

« 

A  letter  of  the  dtb,  and  one  of  30lh  September,  one 
of  19th  October,  and  letters  of  4tb,  18th  and  20th 
NoFember,  from  A*  Lee,  esquire,  at  Paris,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed,  were  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  same,  together  with  the  communi- 
cations of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  in 
his  memorials  of  the  9th,  and  in  the  private  audience 
on  the  15th,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  members  chosen — Mr*  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  S.  Adam3,  and  Mr.  M.  Smith. 

FEBRUARY  93,  1779. 

A  letter  of  the  12th,  and  one  of  the  2l8t  Septem- 
her,  1778,  from  W.  Lee,  commissioner  of  the  United 
States  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  both  dated 
at  Paris;  one  of  the  15th  October  from  the  same, 
dated  at  Frankfort  on  the  river  Maine,  in  Germany, 
were  read,  eiiclosiog  a  plan  of  a  treaty  of  .comn^erce 
to  be  entered  into  between  their  high  mightinesses  the 
seven  ynited  provinces  of  Holland  and  the  thirteen 
United  States  of  America. 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to' the  commit* 
tee  on  the  letters  lately  received  from  Mr.  A.  Lee* 


FEBRUARY  23,  1779, 

The  committee,  to  wbom  were  referred  the  letters 
from  Mr.  A.  Lee,  and  the  communications  of  the  mi« 
nister  plenipotentiary  of  Prance  in  his  memorial  of  the 
9th,  and  in  the  private  audience  of  the  15th,  report-— 

That  upon  consideration  of  all  the  matters  referred 
to  your  committee,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  his  cathp* 
lick  majesty  is  disposed  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with 
the  United  States  of  America.  That  he  hath  mani- 
fested this  disposition  in  a  decisive  declaration  lately 
made  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain.  That  in  conse- 
quence of  such  declaration  the  independence  of  these 
United  States  must  be  finally  acknowledged  by  Great 
Britain ;  and  immediately  thereon  a  negotiation  for 
peace  will  be  set  on  foot  between  (he  powers  of  France, 
Great  Britain,  and  these  United  States,  under  the  me- 
diation of  his  catholick  majesty :  Or,  that  Spain  will 
take  part  in  the  war,  and  his  catholick  majesty  will 
unite  his  force  with  the  most  christian  king  and  the 
United  States. 

That  in  the  event  of  a  negotiation  for  peace,  your 
committee,  pursuant  to  the  declaration  of  Congress, 
That  they  would  not  make,  nor  even  treat  of  peace, 
until  the  independence  of  these  United  States  should 
be  acknowledged,  or  all  the  forces  of  their  enemy 
withdrawn,  pursuant  to  the  guarantee  of  his  most 
christian  majesty  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  eventual 
and  defensive,  made  and  subsisting  between  him  and 
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these  United  Slates,  as  sovereign  dnd  independent--^ 

« 

they  assume  it,  first,  as  a  ground  and  preliminary, 
that,  previons  to  any  treaty,  or  negotiation  for  peace, 
the  liberty,  sovereignty,  and  independence,  absolute 
and  unlimited,  of  these  Untied  States,  kB  well  in  mat* 
ters  of  government  as  of  commerce,  be  acknowledged 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

And  if  the  same  shall  be  done,  your  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  ministers  of  these  United  States 
ought,  on  the  part  of  the  said  states,  to  assist  at,  and 
contract  and  stipulate  in  such  negotiation  for  peace  as 
may  be  set  on  foot  under  the  mediation  of  his  Catholick 
majesty. 

That  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for  such  event,  the 
said  ministers  ought  to  be  instructed  by  Congress  in 
the  several  following  particulars,  to  wit : 

1*  What  to  insist  on  as  the  ultimatum  of  these 
states. 

S.  What  to  yield,  or  require,  on  terms  of  mutual 
exchange  or  compensation. 

On  the  first  head  your  committee  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  following  articles  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  safety  and  independence  of  the  United  States,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  insisted  on  as  the  ultimatum  of 
these  states : 

1.  That  the  bounds  of  the  United  States  be  ac- 
knowledged and  ratified  as  follows : 

Northerly  by  the  ancient  limits  of  Canada,  as  con- 
tended for  by  Great  Britain,  running  from  Nova  Sco* 
tia,  south-westerly,  west,  and  north-westerly,  to  lake 
Nepissing,  thence  a  west  line  to  the  Mississippi ;  eas* 
terly  by  the  boundary  settled  between  Massachusetts 
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and  tf^va  S^otja  i  aoiitberljr  by  th^  bo^adary  $ettle4 
b^twiBsn  Georgia  aod  East  and  Wesi  Florida;  aad 
wasterly  by  the  river  Mi^siiaippv 

2*  That  every  post  and  place  wiibin  tbe  Uaite4 
Sla4eSf  pud  every  bland,  harbour,  and  ready  U>  thenii 
or  any  of  theeiii  beloogiog,  be  abtolotely  evacuated  by 
the  land  and  sea  forces  of  his  BriUamck  majesty,  and 
yielded  to  the  powers  of  the  states  tp  which  they  re- 
spectively beiong. 

3.  That  a  right  of  flshiag  and  coring  fish  on  llie 
banks  and  coasts  of  the  island  of  Newib«adland» 
equally  with  the  subjects  of  France  aod  Great  Britaia^ 
be  reserved,  acknowledged,  and  ratified  to  the  subjects 
of  the  United  States. 

4*  That  the  navigation  of  the  river  Misaiasippi,  as 
low  down  as  the  southern  boundary  of  die  United 
States,  be  aekaowtedged  aod  ratified  absolulely  free  to 
the  subjects  of  the  United  States. 

5.  That  free  commerce  be  allowed  to  the  aabjecta 
of  the  United  States  with  some  port  or  ports  below  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  said  states,  on  the  river 
Mississippi,  except  for  such  articles  as  may  be  parUc«'> 
larly  enumerafeed. 

^«  In  case  the  allies  of  these  United  States  will 
agree  to  support  them  in  such  claim,  by  continuing 
hostilities,  then  to  insist  that  Nova  Scotia  aod  its  de-t 
pendencies  be  ceded  to  the  United  States,  or  declared 
indepepdeat. 

On  the  second  head,  your  committee  are  of  opinioo, 

1  •  That  the  claim  to  Nova  Scotia  ought  to  be  given 
up  in  lieu  of  the  equal  share  in  the  Newfouodlaod 
fishery,  or  such  share  of  the  fishery  in  lieu  of  Nova 
Scotia,  if  both  cannot  be  obtained. 


t«  TIm  in  Mte  oeitker  of  tWeae  cift  te  okMilatA  ia 
lieo  of  cl#  other,  theiH  if  dM  Btmvdft  klaad$  cAn  bt 
obtained,  the  clainn  lo  Novt  ^otia  be  «e(M  in  fieu 
thereof. 

3.  That  it  may  be  atipalated^  Ibat  the  sobfecla  of 
the  United  States  shall  aet  trade  Co  the  East  Indiety  or 
engage  in  the  slave  Irade^  if  adeqaate  coiapenaatioii 
can  be  obtained. 

4.  That  (he  United  States  will  not  eetabtith  any  saU 
tiement,  or  dominion,  'beyond  fbe  liaitts  ^of  the  said 
states,  as  settled  at  the  coodnsion  of  the  treaty  of 
peace* 

6.  That  if  Great  BriCaia  shaN  cede  the  Ploridai  te 
Ae  United  Stales,  the  same  may  be  coded  lo  the  crown 
of  Spain  for  an  adeqaase  compensation, 

6*  A  reciprocal  guafraatee  of  all  American  posses* 
sions  which  shall  reiMia  lo  Che  respecttre  powers  at 
the  cohctesion  of  the  neaty  of  peace. 

Yonr-ceitimiltee  are  foMhernf  epinion,  that  ao  ttuce 
Ottgfat  10  be  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stated. 

That  a  cessation  of  liostiHties,  durmg  the  negotia* 
tlon,  may  be  admitted,  in  case  all  tha  force  of  the 
enemy  shaH  be  withdrawn  from  every  post  and  place 
Wftlna  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  That  no  eK^ 
clusire  privilege  of  commerce  be  allowed  to  Great 
Britain  with  the  United  States.  And  that  all  claims, 
not  in  the  instractions  mentioned,  may  be  ceded,  ex- 
changed, or  retained,  as  the  circomstances  of  the 
negotiation  may  require. 

In  the  event  of  a  continuance  of  the  war,  and  an 
alliance  with  Spain,  your  committee  are  of  opinion 
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that  a  ftoblidy.sbDald,  if  pOBsible,  be  obtained  froo^  the 
coart  of  Madrid  on  the  followiog.stipulatioDa : . 

That,  his  catholick  majesty  shaU  pay  to  the  United 
States  in  such  convenient  manner  as  shall  be  agreed 
on  a  sum  not.  less  than   .  and  the  farther 

• 

sum  of  yc^ly^  during  the  continuance  of 

the  war  between  the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain, 
and  for  a  term  not  less  than  years,  after 

the  determination,  thereof;  or,  if  that  cannot  be  ob- 
tainedf.then  a  sum  not  less  than  J^^rlj, 

during  the  term  aforesaid.  That,  in  consideration 
thereof,  the  United  States  shall  hold  in  readiness  a  well 
appointed  force,  not  eziceeding  effective 

infantry,  with  all  camp  and  marching  requisites,  with 
suitable  arms,  artillery,  and  other  equipments  (or  war, 
to  be  employed  in  conqinering  the  Fioridas.  Tha(  the 
said  qouotries,  when  conquered,  shall  be  ceded  and 
guarantied  to  his  catholick  majesty  by  the  United 
States;  reserving  always  the  free  navigation  of  the 
river  IMIississippi  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  to  the  subjects  of  his  catholick  majesty,  if 
possible,  in  the  fullest  extent  of  egress  and  ingress. 
But,  if  this  cannot  be  obtained,  then  that  a  port  be 
reserved  for  ti^e  delivery  and  sale,  purchase  and  lading 
of  all  commodities,  excepting  such  articles  as  shall  be 
particularly  enumerated. 

Your  committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that  the  minis- 
ters of  these  United  Slates  should  be  instructed  and 
empowered  to  stipulate  and  contract  for  the  delivery 
of  masts  for  the  rpyal  navy  of  Spain  at  some  CQnve- 
nient  port  or  ports  of*  the  United  States. 

The  above  report  being  read, 
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Oiderad^  Th«t  it  lie  on  the  teMe  for  the  consldiera- 
lion  of  lite  fttemben ;  and  tbtt  it  6c  takea  ap  on 
Tkunday  mxu 

Resolved,  Tbat  on  Thursday  next,  Congress  be  re*- 
solved  itito  a  eolnmitlee  of  th^  whole^  to  take  info  con- 
tideraiion  the  foregoing  report. 

FjEBHUARV  27,  1779. 

Cohgt*ess  resoli^ed  itself  inX6  a  committee  6f  the 
whole,  to  consider  the  repott  of  the  committee  on  the 
letters  from  A.  Lee,  and  the  communications  of  the 
tidihister  of  France ;  and  after  some  time  the'  Presi- 
dedt  resumed  the  dhaif ;  and  if  r.  F.  L.  Lee  reported 
that  the  comnlrttee  havie  had  uhder  consideration  the 
ttport  referred  to  theld,  and 'have  made  some  progress, 
^htti  floi'having  come  to  a  cx^ncluston,  desire  leave  to  sft 
^iftgain. 

Leate  ^nied. 

Oh  Monday  Congress  Was  lissblved  into  a  committee 
Of  the  Whble  on  the  above^  report ;  and,  on  Thursday, 
resumed  iebe  same  subject  in  committee.  On  the  lOtb, 
lltb,  lAth,and  l6th  of  March,  the  same. 


MARCH  17,  1779. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole;  and  after  some  time  the  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  commit- 
tee have  had  under  their  farther  consideration  the  re- 
port of  the  cotnmittee  on  the  communications  from  the 
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minister  of  Ffnnce,  add  have  come  to  fiundry  resola- 
tions  thereon,  which  he  was  ready  to  report* 

The  resolutions  agreed  to  in  the  committee  of  the 
whole  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  cotisideratioa  thereof  be  post^ 
poned  till  to-morrow.  i.  . 


MARCH  19,  1779. 

Oopgrefis  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  agreed  the  following  ol* 
timata :         ..  .  .       f 

!•  That  the  thirteen  United  States  we  boanded, 
north,  by  a  line  toi be  drawn  from  the  north- west  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia,  along  the  high  lan^  which  divide 
those  rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  the  river 
Si.  Lawrence  from  those  which. fall  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean  to  the  north-westernmost  head  of  Connecticut 
river ;  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that,  river  to 
the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude;  thence  due 
,west  in  the  latitude,  forty-five  degrees  north  firom  Ait 
equator,  to  the  north- westernmost  side  of  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  or  Cadaraqui ;  thence  strait  to  the  south 
end  of  lake  Nepissing ;  and  thence  strait  to  the  source 
of  the.  river  Mississippi :  west,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
along  the  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi  from  its 
source  to  where  the  said  line  shall  intersect  the  lati- 
tude of  thirty-one  degrees  north :  south,  by  a  line  to  be 
drawn  due  east  from  the  termination  of  the  line  last 
mentioned  in  the  latitude  thirty-one  degrees  north  from 
the  equator  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apalachicola,  or 
Catahouchie ',  thence  along  the  middle  thereof  to  it^ 
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junotiOD  wilh  the  Flint  river ;  thence  strait  to  the  head 
of  St.  Mary's  river ;  thence  down  ,aloDg  thevmiddle  of 
St*  Mary's  river  to  the  Atlantic  ocean :  and  east,  by  a[ 
line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  St.  John's  from 
its  sonrce  to  its  mouth  in  the  bay  of  Fundy,  or  by  a 
line  to  be  settled  and  adjaated  between  that  part  of 
the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  formerly  called  the 
province  of  Maine,  and  the  colony  of  Nova  Scotia» 
agreeably  to  their  respective  rights,  comprehending 
all  islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  pbrt  of  the 
shores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to 
be  drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where  the  aforesaid 
boundaries  baAween  Nova  Scotia  .on  the  one  part,  and 
East  Florida  on  the  other  part,  shall  respectively  touch 
the  bay  of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Provided^ 
that  if  the  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  lake  Ne- 
pissing  to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed without  continuing  the  war  for  that  purpose,  then,, 
that  a  line  or  lines  may  be  drawn  more  southerly,  so 
as  not  to  be  southward  of  a  line  in  latitude  forty-five 
degrees  north. 

3.  That  every  post  and  place  within  the  United 
States,  and  every  island,  harbour,  and  road  to  them, 
or  any  of  them  belonging,  be  absolutely  evacuated  by 
the  land  and  sea  forces  of  his  Britannick  majesty,  and 
yielded  to  the  powers  of  the  states  to  which  they  re- 
spectively  belong. 

MARCH  22,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole ;  and  the  third  resolution 
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ported  by  the  comuittee  aft  one  of  the  vhinau 
beiDg  und^r  debate,  and  being  in  the  wonk  fol- 
lowing : 

3.  That  a  common  right  ia  tfaeae  states  to  fish  oo 
the  coaBts,  bays  and  banks  of  Newfaandiaad  and  galf 
of  St*  Lawrence,  coast  of  Labrador  and  straits  of 
Belleisle,  be  acknowledged ;  and  in  case  of  refusal, 
that  the  War  be  continued,  unless  the  circunstaaces  of 
our  allies  shall  be  Such  as  to  render  them  utterly  una- 
ble to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war;  in  which 
case,  as  ample  priyileges  in  the  fishery  be  insisted  en, 
as  can  possibly  be  obtained : 

That  in  case  Great  Britain  should  not  be  prevailed 
on  eith^  to  cede,  or  declare  Nova  Scotia  independeiit, 
the  privilege  of  curing  fish  on  the  shores  and  in  the 
harbours  of  Nova  Scotia  be  required — 

In  lieu  thereof  a  Substitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, in  the  words  following,  viz. 

*^  That  an  acknowledgment  be  made  'by  Great  Bri- 
"  tain  of  a  common  right  in  these  states  to  fish  on  the 
«  coasts,  bays  and  banks  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  banks  of 
^'  Newfoundland  and  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  the  coasts 
<^  of  Labrador  and  straits  of  Belleisle,  and  a  ii^jmlaium 
^^for  the  fighi  of  euringfish  on  the  »horei  ofNkva  Sco» 
^^  tiu.  Provided  always,  that  the  allies  of  these  states 
^^  shall  be  in  circumstances  to  support  them  in  carry- 
"  ing  on  the  war  for  such  acknowledgment  and  stipvr 
"  lation ;  but  that  in  no  case,  by  any  treaty  of  peace, 
^^  the  common  right  of  fishing  as  above  described  be 
<«  given  up." 

The  substitute  being  adopted,  and  under  debate. 


If19.] 
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A.motioir  WM  infM)«  by  Mr.  M.  Smith,  lecoiided  by 
Mr.  Biirkei  to  strike  o«C  the  werds,  **  and  a  »t^»ulatum 
^^  for  tht  fighi  ^f  curing  Jit h  an  the  $kore$  of  Ifa9a 
^  Seotia^^  end  elso  the  woitJe,  ^'  wd  stipulation,"  after 
the  word  '^  acknowledgment." 

And  on  the  qaestion,  Shall  those  words  stand,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  M.  Smith- 


New  Haoipshire, 
Massachusetts, 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticut^ 


New  Yoric, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylrania, 


Maryland, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 

•Mr.  Oerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


DlVIDlD. 


At. 


No. 
Ay 


-.1 


No.) 
No.f 


DiTIDSDi 


No. 


llr^™B.,W».Aj.|  o„„„. 


Mr»  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Lene, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichaei, 
Mr.  Henry, 


Ay.J 
No.^ 

No.J 


I4r 


SECRET  JOirRNAL. 


pCarchB^ 


Virgioidy 


North  Carolina, 


South  CaroliQa, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Mr.  Langworthy, 


No* 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were 
struck  out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Drayton,  seconded 
by  Mr.  G.  Morris,  to  strike  out  the  words,  <'  provided 
^^  always^  that  the  allies  of  these  states  shall  be  in  cir- 
"  cumstancts,  to  support  them  in  carrying  on  the  toar  for 
^  such  acknowledgment*^^ 

And  on  the  the  question.  Shall  those  words  stand, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton — 


New  Hampshire,     Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Frost, 
• 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


No. 

No.  ^  No. 
No. 


Rbode  Island, 


Connecticut, 


Mr.  Elleiy, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Root, 


No 
No 


No. 
No 


No. 


No. 


New  York, 


rouaoN  Avr Ama. 


M 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 


M 

M 
M 
M 

M 

M 

M 

M 
M 
M 

M 

M 
M 
M 
M 

M 
M 

M 
M 
M 

M 

M 
M 

M 

M 


J*y, ' . 

•  Floyd,  . 
.  6.  Morris, 
.  Lewis,. 


No.  >.Ar. 

Ay. 

No.j 


:FnjHnghausen,No.|i,.^,„,^ 


VoA 

No 


•  Armstrongs 

•  Searle,.  > 

•  Muhlenlierg,    No 
.  M^Lene,  No.J 


:  K 


.  Plater, 

•  Pace, 

•  Carmichaeli 
.  Henry, 

•  T.  Adams, 

•  M.  Smith, 

•  R«  H.  Lee, 

•  Griffin,' 

•  Nelson,  * 

.  Penn,  . 
.  Hill, 
.  Burke, 

•  Drayton, 

•  Langworthy, 


Ay.^ 
Ay.J 

Ay.^ 

Ay. 

No.  VAt. 
Ay.  I 
Ay.J 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afitrroatiTe. 

A  division  was  then  called  for  i  and  on  the  question 
to  agree  to  the  first  part  as  amended,  including  the 
proviso,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  El- 
lery — 


M 


saoiffiT  lauMmiOd. 


[MutoilVk 


New  Hamisllil^,    M 

M 

Massachu^tts  Bay,M 

M 
M 


fthode  Island,         Mi 

Mr 


Connecticiity 


New  York^ 


New  Jersey, 


PenDsylvania, 


Maryland! 


Tirginia, 


North  Carolina, 


Ml 
Ml' 


M 
M 

M 


.  Whipple, 


.    *  >  DlVIDSD. 

Ay.J 


.  Oerry, 

•  Loyell, 

•  Hoi  ten, 


.  Elleit, 
•  Collinsi 


•  DycTf 
«  Root, 


Ay.} 

Ay.  5 


Divided. 


At. 


Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Daarifet 
Mr.  O.  Mon*!*, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewh, 

M 
M 

M 
M 
M 

M 

M 
Mr 
M 
M 

M 
M 
M 
M 


■t  Fl^IitigliattseD,  Ay. )  .  „ 
»  FfeU,  Ay.  5  *'• 

.  ArinltroAf,  No.'^ 

.  Sftefle,  No»  I  » 

.Muhlenberg,  No.  f""' 

.  M'Lsne,  No.J 


.  Plet«r, 
.  Paca, 
.  Cartdichtel, 
.  Henry, 


.  T.  Adams, 
.  M.  Smith, 
.  R>  H.  Leci 
.  Griffin, 
.  Nelson, 

.  Penn, 
.  Hill, 
.  Burke, 


At. 
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South  Carolina^      Mr;  Laurens,         Aj. )  ^ 

Mr.  Drayton,         Ay.  5  ^^* 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  ^At. 

•    » 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiSrmative. 

« 

The  second  clause  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  article  as  amended  and  agreed  to  is  as  follows : 

3.  That  an  acknowledgment  be  made  by  Great  Bri- 
tain of  a  common  right  in  these  states  to  fish  on  the 
coasts,  bays  and  banks  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland  and  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  the  coasts  of 
Labrador  and  straits  of  Belleisle.  Provided  always, 
that  the  allies  of  these  states  shall  be  in  circumstances 
to  support  them  in  carrying  on  the  war  for  such 
acknowledgment ;  but  that  in  no  case,  by  any  treaty  of 
peace,  the  common  right  of  fishing  as  above  described 
be  given  up. 

MARCH  34,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole ;  and  the  fourth  article  be- 
ing under  debate,  to  wit : 

4.  That  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  b^ 
acknowledged  and  ratified  absolutely  fi^e  to  the  sub» 
jects  of  the  United  States — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by 

Mr.  Drayton,  to  add  these  words,  ^^  provided  that  the 

^'  allies  of  these  United  States  shall  declare  themselves 

<«  in  circumstances  to  afford  effectaal  assistance  for  car- 
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"  lying  on  the  war  until  the  said  acknowledgment  and 
^*  ratification  Bhall  be  obtained.'^ 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendmentf 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee- 


New  Hampshire,      M 

M 

Massachusetts  Bay,  M 

M 

M 


Rhode  Ulandi 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Morylandi 


M 
M 

» 

M 
li 

M 
M 

M 
M 

M 

M 

M 
M 
M 
M 

M 

M 

M 
M 
M 


.  Whipple, 
.  Frost, 

.  Gerrjr, 

.  Lovell, 
.  Holten, 

.  Ellery, 
.  Collins, 

.  Dyer, 
>  Root, 

.Jay, 
.  Duane, 
.  G.  Morris, 
.  Floyd, 


N6 
No 


:| 


No. 


No. 

No.  ^  No. 
No. 

J*;  \  Divided. 
No./ 


•Frelinghausen,No. )  «^ 

•  Fell,  No.  5 

.  Armstrong,     No.'^ 

•  Searle,  No.  I  ^ 

.  Muhlenberg,  No.  T^^* 

•  M'Lene,        No.J 

Vandyke,  ^No. 

.  Plater,  Ay.'^ 

Paca  Av    1 

!  Carmichael,  No.'  >Oiytr>^D. 
Heory,  No.J 


fm.] 
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Mr.  T.  Adasu,      Ay*'^ 

'• 

Mr.  M.  Smith,       No.  I  ». 


g  — ^  - 

Mr*  F.  L.  Lee,     No, 


Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,   No 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


No. 
Aj.J 


Divided. 


Mr.  Langworthy:,         ^Ar. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  article  as  reported, 
the  yeas  and  oays  being  required  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Frost, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gefry. 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 


^J;  I  Divided. 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


nJ!  ]  Divided. 


No.^ 
No.  I 
No.  f 

AyJ 


No. 


New  Jersey, 


Mr.Frelinghausen,No. ) 
Mr.  Fell,  No.  5 


No. 


lit 

Pennsylvania^ 


fiteCBST  MVKSfAU 


[MaithflKH. 


Delawar6| 
Maryland^ 


Mr.  Armstrong,  Ay*^ 

Mr.  Searle,  Ay.  I  . 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  f^^' 

Mr.  M^Lene,  Ay.J 

Mr.  Vandyke,  ^No. 


Mr.  Plater,  No.^ 

Mr.  Paca,  No.  I 

Mr.  Carmichael,  No.  j 

Mr.  Henry,  No.^ 


No. 


Virginia^ 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mp(  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


No.'^ 

Ay. 

No. 

Ay. 

No. 

No. 


^No. 


1. 1  «•• 


Mr.  Langworthy,         ^Noa        ' 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  having  reported  that 
they  disagree  to  the  fifth  article  in  the  report  referred 
to  them. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  concur  with  the  com^ 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  the  third  article  be  reconsidered* 
The  article  was  then  read  as  follows : 

*'  That  an  acknowledgment  be  made  by  Great  Bri- 
"  tain  of  a  common  right  in  these  states  to  fish  on  the 
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<^  coasts,  bays  and  banks  of  N6va  Scotia,  the  banks 
*'  of  Newfoundland  and  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  the 
''  coasts  of  Labrador  and  straits  of  Belleisle  :  Pro- 
''  vided  always,  that  the  allies  of  these  states  shall 
*'  be  in  circumstances  to  support  them  in  carrying  on 
'*  the  war  for  such  acknowledgment ;  but  that  in  no 
^<  case,  by  any  treaty  of  peace,  the  common  right  of 
^'  fishing  as  above  described  be  given  up.'' 

Whereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Borke,  se* 
conded  by  Mr.  to  strike  out  the  words 

between  "  to  fisW  and  "  provided,"  and  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  insert  '*  on  all  and  singular  the  fishing 
"  banks  to  the  eastward  of  the  island  of  Cape  Bre- 
*^  ton  and  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  by  the  treaties  of 
*^  Utrecht  and  of  Paris  were  ceded  to  the  king  of  Great 
'^  Britain,  in  exclusion  of  the  subjects  of  France." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  H.'  Lee,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Dyer,  as  a  substitute  to  the  whole, 

"  That  the  right  of  fishing  on  the  coasts  and  banks 
*^  of  North  America  be  reserved  to  the  United  States 
^'  as  fully  as  they  enjoyed  the  same  when  subject  to 
"  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  excepting  always  what 
**  shall  have  been  excepted  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  be* 
**  tween  France  and  the  United  States — the  whole  to 
^'  be  explained  by  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris 
'*  with  Great  Britain,  and.  of  Paris  with  the  United 
^^  States  of  North  America." 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  be  received  as  a  substi- 
tute, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry — 

New  Hampshire,        Mr.  Whipple,      Ay.  )  * 

Mr.  Frost,  Ay.  5  ^^- 


i» 


SBOBCT  JOTRITAL. 


[March  My 


IfaBsachmeits  Bay,  M 

Ail 
M 
M 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


M 

M 

M 
M 

M 

M 
M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 
M 
M 

M 

M 
M 
M 
M 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 


•  S*  AdaiD8| 

•  Gerry, 

•  Lo?ell, 

•  Holten, 

.  Ellery, 

•  Collios, 

.  Dyer, 
.  Root, 

•  Speocer, 

.Jay, 

•  Morris, 
.  Floyd, 

•  Lewis, 

.  Fell, 

•  Armstrong, 

•  Searle, 

.  Muhlenberg, 
.  M^Lene, 

•  Vandyke, 

•  Plater, 

•  Paca, 

•  Carmichael, 
Henry, 

•  Te  Adams, 

•  F*  L*  Lee, 

•  Sgaith, 

.  R.  He  Lee, 

•  Griffin, 

•  Nelson, 


Ay.^ 

AyJ 
Ay.> 

Ay.$ 


Ar. 


At. 


No.^ 

NoJ 

>-No.X 
Ay.^ 

aJ:  K 

Ay.j 
>.At. 

No.j 


No.^ 

Ay. 

No.  - 

Ay.f 

No. 

No.j 


No. 


Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 


No. 
No.  S-  No. 
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Soath  Carolina.       Ifr.  Laurens.        Ay.  >  ru^,.^.^ 

Mr.  Drayton;        No. }  '^'^^^w* 

Georgia,  Mr*  Langworthy,  ^No. 

So  the  substitute  was  received  ;  and  the  article  as 
heretofore  agreed  to,  and  the  amendment  proposed,, 
were  set  aside. 


MARCH  27,  1779. 

Whereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  Con- 
gress  should  be  well  informed  of  the  situation  of  the 
several  courts  in  Europe,  and  particularly  of  the  views 
and  designs  of  the  British  ministry: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Congress  be  called 
on  from  the  chair  to  declare  upon  their  honours  whether 
tbey  have  received  any  and  what  intelligence  relative 
to  the  views  and  designs  of  any  of  the  European 
courts,  and  particularly  of  the  court  of  Great  Britain. 

MARCH  30,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  but  came  to  no  resolu- 
tions. 

APRIL  3,  1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Penn,  seconded  by  Mr.  FeIl-<- 
Resolved  unanimously,  That  Congress  will  take  into 

consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign 

affairs,  &c.  on  Tuesday  next. 


4bS  dECRlST  JOUaNAL.  £Afa/8| 

According  to  order  the  report  was  takeu  ioto  con- 
sideration on  Tuesday  the  6th  ;  resumed  again  on 
Wednesday,  Friday  and  Saturday  following ;  and  af« 
ter  debate,  Congress  agreed  to  the  first  and  second 
articles. 


MAY  7,   1779. 

A  memorial  from  the  honourable  the  minister  pleni* 
potentiary  of  France  was  read« 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  report 
on  communications,  be  taken  into  consideration  to- 
morrow morning  immediately  after  reading  the  journal. 

MAY  8,  1779. 

According  to  order,  Congress  resumed  the  oonside- 
ration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  | 
and  the  proposition  under  debate  when  the  subject 
was  last  before  Congress  being  read,  to  wit : 

*^  That  the  right  of  fishing  on  the  coasts  and  banks 
"  of  North  America  be  reserved  to  the  United  Slates 
*'  as  fully  as  they  enjoyed  the  same  when  subject  to  the 
^^  king  of  Great  Britain,  excepting  always  what  shall 
*'  have  been  excepted  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  between 
^'  France  and  the  United  Statesf  the  whole  to  be  ex- 
^^  plained  by  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  of  Paris  with 
^^  Great  Britain,  and  of  Paris  with  the  United  States 
*^  of  North  America.'' — 

A  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Burke,  in  the  words  following : 
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Whereas  ibis  Congress  did  on  the  fourth  day  of 
Jiily^  1776,  declare. the  several  colonies  by  them  rep- 
resented to  be  free  and  independent  states,  that  they 
were  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crowni 
and  that  all  political  connexion  between  them  and  the 
state  of  Great  Britain  was  and  ought  to  be  totally  dis- 
solved ;  and  that,  as  free  and  independent  states,  they 
had  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract 
alliances,  establish  cominerce,  and  do  all  other  acts  and 
things  which  independent  states  might  of  right  do ;  and 
for  the  support  of  that  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance 
on  the  protection  of  divine  Providence,  did  mutually 
pledge  to  each  other  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
their  sacred  honour  :  And  whereas  this  Congress  did 
resolve  on  the  22d  day  of  April,  1778,  That  the  said 
states -could  not  with  propriety  hold  any  conference  or 
treaty  with  any  commissiooers  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  unless  they  should  as  a  preliminary  thereto, 
either  withdraw  their  fleets.and  armies,  or  else  in  posi- 
tive and  express  terms  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  the  said  states :  And  whereas  this  Congress,  in  a 
letter  of  the  nth  day  of  June,  1778,  from  their  Presi- 
dent to  the  British  commissioners,  signed  by  their 
unanimous  consent,  did  declare  themselves  inclined 
to  peace^  and  that  they  would  be  ready  to  enter  upon 
the  consideration  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce 
not  inconsistent  with  treaties  already  subsisting,  when 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  should  demonstrate  a  sincere 
disposition  for  that  purpose  :  And  whereas  it  is  agreed 
in  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  most  christian 
king  and  the  United  States,  that  neither  of  the  parties 
should  conclude  either  truce  or  peace  with  Great  Bri« 
VOL.  II.  20 
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tain  withoat  the  fonml  consent  of  the  other  ftrat  ob- 
tained ;  and  it  is  mutually  engaged  that  the  said  par- 
tiet  should  not  lay  dowii  their  arms  until  the  indepen- 
dence  of  the  United  States  should  have  been  formally 
or  tacitly  assured  by  the  treaty  or  treaties  thai  should 
terminate  the  war:  And  whereas  his  most  christjaa 
majesty  therein  guaranties  on  bta  part,  to  the  United 
States,  their  liberty,  sovereignty  and  independeocei 
absolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in  matters  of  govera* 
ment  as  of  commerce :  And  whereas  from  information 
lately  received,  it  is  probable  thtft  a  treaty  of  peace 
may  soon  be  set  on  foot  on  the  preliminary  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  independence  of  the  said  states :  And 
whereas,  considering  the  exhausted  situation  of  the 
said  states,  the  derangement  of  their  finances,  and  the 
defect  of  their  resources,  it  is  highly  expedient  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  present  destructive  war :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  agree  to  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  provided  the  absolute  and 
unlimited  liberty,  sovereignty  and  independence  of 
these  United  Stales,  as  well  in  matters  of  government 
as  of  commerce,  shall  be  thereby  acknowledged  and 
assured;  and  provided,  that  no  terms  or  articles  shall 
be  therein  contained  which  are  inconsistent  with,  or  re- 
pugnant to,  the  treaties  already  subsisting  between  the 
most  christian  king  and  these  United  States. 

An  objection  was  made  to  this,  as  being  out  of  or« 
der.  And  on  the  question,  Is  this  substitute  io  order, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris—- 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple^  ^No. 
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Massacbuaetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

•.  Gerry, 

Ml 
Ml 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Vtrgmia, 


North  Carolina, 


M 

M 

M 

M 


•  Lovell, 

•  Holten, 


No.^ 


.  Ellery, 
.  Collins, 

.  Sherman, 
.  Spencer, 


No. 
No 


No. 
No 


:| 
-.1 


No. 


No. 


Ay.J 


.  Witherspoon,  No.  ^     \ 

•  Scudder,        No.  >  No. 
.  Fell,  Ay.> 

•  Armstrong,     No.*1 

•  Shippen,        No.  I 
.  Searle,  No.  >No. 

•  Muhlenberg,  No.  f 
.  Wynkdop,      Ay.J 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 

M 
M 
M 

M 
M 
M 
M 

M 

M 

M 

M 
M 
M 
M 

M 

M 
M 

M 


.  Plater,  Ay. 

.  Paca,  Ay. 

.  Camuchael,  Ay. 

.  Jenifer,  Ay. 


■At. 


.  Smith, 
.  R.  H.  Lee, 
.  Griffin, 
.  Fleming, 


Ay.^ 
No.  I 
No.  f 
Ay.J 


Divioip. 


Mr.  Burke. 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


Ay.) 
Ay.J 


At. 
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South  Carolina,        Mr.  Laurens.    *    No.  )  r^ 

Mr.  Drayton,        Ay.l^''''°"- 

[It  appears  that  Georgia  bad  no  repreientative  m  Congren  when  Hw 
▼ote  was  takeo.] 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

MAY  11,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an 
answer  to  the  letter  lately  received  by  Congress  from 
his  most  christian  majesty,  do  also  report  the  draft  of 
a  representation  to  the  king  of  France,  stating  the  dif- 
ficulties to  which  these  states  are  exposed  in  obtain- 
ing arms,  military  and  naval  stores  and  clothing  for  the 
American  army  and  navy,  requesting  his  majesty  to 
order  them  to  be  furnished  with  the  necessary  sup* 
plies,  and  pledging  to  him  the  faith  of  these  states  for 
the  repayment  of  such  sums,  with  interest,  as  may  be 
advanced  on  their  account,  as  soon  as  the  restoration 
of  peace  shall  enable  them  to  make  the  necessary  re- 
mittances. 

That  the  said  representation  contain  strong  assu- 
rances of  the  confidence  of  Congress  in  the  friendship 
of  his  majesty,  and  of  their  determination  to  evince  the 
sense  they  entertain  of  it  by  a  uniform  adherence  to 
the  principles  of  the.  alliance. 

That  the  marine  committee  and  board  of  war  lay  be- 
fore Congress,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  list  of  articles  ne- 
cessary to  be  imported  for  the  use  of  their  respective 
departments. 


1TI9.]  FDimON  ArFAIB&  iff! 


MAY  13,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  under  debate 
on  the  8th  instant ;  and  the  proposition  being  read, 
'<  That  the  right  of  fishing,''  &c. 

A  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Duane,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

'*  That  the  ministers  of  these  United  States  be  in« 
^  atnicted  on  a  negotiation  for  peace,  to  obtain  for 
*^  these  United  States  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  a 
*<  common  right  to  fish  every  where  on  the  high  seas, 
**  and  as  near  the  coasts  of  the  territories  which  shall 
'^  remain  in  the  possession  of  Great  Britain  as  is  per- 
**  mitted  to  any  other  nation ;  provided  always,  that 
^  all  exclusive  rights  to  fishing  of  the  allies  of  these 
**  United  States  shall  not  be  afiiscted  by  any  such  ac- 
^^  knowledgment.  And  in  case  such  acknowledgment 
^'  shall  be  refused,  and  our  allies  can  be  prevailed  on 
*^  to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  no  peace  be 
*'  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  these  United  States*  But  in 
*'  case  our  allies  shall  not  agree  to  assist  in  prosecuting 
**  the  war,  the  said  ministers  be  instructed  to  consent  to 
^'  a  peace  without  such  acknowledgment ;  provided, 
"  that  the  claim  of  these  states  to  such  right  of  fishing 
^*  shall,  in  no  event,  be  given  up/' 

After  some  debate,  another  substitute,  in  lieu  of  the 
whole,  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Smith,  in  the  words  following  : 

^^  That  if  the  coun  of  Great  Britain  shall  lEnmedi- 
'^ately- acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United 
^^  States  of  America,  then,  that  an  equal  share  of  the 


^^  fisheries  with  Great  Britaio,  as  far  as  the  same  can 
*^  be  obtained  consistently  with  the  treaty  of  Paris  be* 
"  tween  France  and  the  United  States,  be  required  and 
^<  insisted  on ;  but  that,  if  Great  Britain  shall  contioue 
^  to  prosecute  the  present  iniquitous  and  destructive 
"  war,  then,  that  eventual  engagements  be  takeiv  to 
^  exclude  her  from  the  fisheries,  and  divide  the  same 
'^  equally  between  France,  Spain,  and  America." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Lee,  seconded  by  Sf  r. 
Sherman,  to  strike  out  the  words,  <'  that  if  the  court  of 
"Great  Britain  shall  immediately  acknowledge  the 
"  indepeadeace  of  the  United   States,  of  America, 
« then." 

The  question.  Shall  those  words  stand,  passed  in 
the  negative ;  and  the  words  were  struck  out. 

Another  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  R«  H.  Lee, 
seconded  by  Mr,  Gerry,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^'  as 
*^  far  as  the  same  can  be  obtained*" 

MAY  IS,  177^. 

The  subject  resumed,  and  on  motion  of  Mr,  Smith, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Resolved,  That  the  words  ^'  can  be  obtained,"  be 
struck  out ;  and  in  their  room  the  word  '^  is"  inserted ; 
and  that  the  word  '^  consistently"  be  changed  into 
"  consistent," 

The  substitute  being  amended  to  read,  '^  that  an 
'*  equal  share  of  the  fisheries  with  Great  Britain,  as  far 
^'  as  the  same  is  consistent  with  the  treaty  of  Paris  bc- 
^'  tween  France  and  the  United  States,  be  required  and 
^'  insisted  on,  but  that  if,"  &c.  to  the  end — 


A  motion  wts  made  by  Mn  Gtttyi  secofedod  by  lin 
Lee,  to  amend  the  first  part  as  far  as  the  words  <'  in> 
^  sisted  on,''  by  substituting  in  Iie«  thereof  the  words 
following : 

"  That  a  common  right  with  Great  Britain  to  the 
'<  fisheries  oa  the  coasts  and  banks  of  North  America 
^  be  required  and  insisted  on,  preserving  inviolate  the 
*^  treaty  of  Paris  between  France  and  these  United 
"  States." 

To  which  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Drayton,  to  add,  ^'  provided  our  allies  can  be  pre- 
^^  vailed  on  to  prosecute  the  war  i  but  in  no  event  shall 
^  the  right  or  claim  of  these  states  to  the  said  fisheries 
^'  be  yielded  up  or  impaired." 

A  question  being  takeo^  Is  tjiis  addition  in  ordar-^- 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

An  amendment  to  the  proviso  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Dickinson^  seconded  by  Mr«  Penn,  instead  of  the 
words  "  caa  be  prevailed  on  to  prosecute  the  war,"  to 
insert,  ^^  shall  be  in  circumstances  to  prosecute  the  war 
"with  effect." 

A  question  being  taken,  Is  this  amendment  in  or- 
der— 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question'to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,  )»No. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  6.  Adams,  No.^ 

Mr.  Gerry,  No.  (  ^ 

Mr.  Lovell,  No.  f  ^°- 

Mr.  Holten,  No.  j 


Bhode  Idsnd, 


Connecticut, 


New  Yoric, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Dehware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 


SBCBCT.jrOinUIAL. 


.  Ellery, 
.  Collins, 


tM^a* 


M 

M 
M 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Doane, 
Mr.  Floyd, 


South  Carolina, 


M 
M 

M 
M 

M 
M 
M 

M 

M 

M 
M 
M 
M 

M 

M 
M 

M 
M 
M 

M 
M 


No. 

No 


•  Sherman, 

•  Spencer, 


•  Scudder, 
.  Fell, 

•  Armstrong, 

•  Shippen, 

•  Sparie, 
Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 

•  Dickinson, 

.  Plater, 

•  Paca, 

•  Carroichael, 

•  Henry, 

•  Jenifer, 

•  Smith, 

•  R*  Ha  Lee, 
Fleming, 

•  Penn, 

•  Burke, 

•  Sharpe, 

•  Laurens, 

•  Drayton, 


No 
No 


Ay. 

Ay.^  Ay. 
Ay, 

J;;  \  D.y»«o. 


>.At. 

Ay.^ 

Ay. 

Ay,  ^At. 

Ay.  I 

Ay.j 

No. 

No.  5^  No. 
Ay. 

Ay. 

Ay.  >  Ay. 

Ay. 

aJ:  I  °'^"'"- 


So  it  passed  in  the  negatire. 


frmj  wcuBQs  Amnn 


MAY  33,  1779. 

CoBgmsft  prooceded  to  ike  coosMkraiioB  of  the  re- 
port on  foreign  affairs. 

On  motkni, 

Ordered,  That  tke  absent  memberB  be  tiimmoDed  to 
attead. 

A  memorial  of  Ibia  date  from  tbe  miaisler  of  Franoe 
was  read:  Wbtreupon, 

Ofdered,  That  the  samOi  together  with  the  report  on 
the  comaMiiications  from  tbe  said  minister,  be  takeq 
nio  consideration  on  Tuesday  next,  immediately  after 
reading  the  journal. 

On  Tueeday  the  saljeet  is  postponed  UH  Thursday* 

MAY  27,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the  aufajt ct 
under  debate  on  the  12th  and  13lh  instant ;  and  after 
debating  the  substitute,  as  amended  on  the  13tb,it  was 
agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  That  all  substitutes  and 
amendosents  to  the  third  article,  agreed  to  the  32d  of 
March  tast^  be  withdrawn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laui- 
reus, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  third  article  be  repealed. 

On  motisA  of  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dray- 
iOB^ 

Resolved,  That,  in  no  case,  by  any  treaty  of  peace, 
the  common  right  of  fishing  be  given  up. 
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JtJNE  3,  1779. 

Congress  resuitted  the  consideratioii  of  the  report 
on  the  communications  from  the  minisler  of  France ; 
and  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by 
Mi^*  Sherman^  in  the  words  following,  to  irit: 

To  obviate  any  disputes  which  may  arise  respecting 
the  fisheries,  it  shall  be  stipulated  in  the  treaty,  of 
peace,  that  the  citizens  of  these  states  and.  the  subjects 
of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  be  allowed  the  free  and 
peaceable,  use  and  exercise  of  their  comnion  right  of 
fishing  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland^and  other  banks 
and  coasts  of  North  America,  as  fqlly  and  freely  as 
they  did  or  might  bate  donetdering  their  political  con- 
nexion. 

Whereupon  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Laurens,  to  strike  out  the  words,  '^  and 
^<  the  subjects  df  the  king  of  Great  Britain.'' 

Question,  Shall  those  words  stand. 

Passed  in  the  negative.  ^ 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Spencer,  to  strike  out  the  words,  *<  as  fully  and 
*'  freely  as  they  did  or  might  have  done  during  their 
«^  political  connexion." 

Question,  Shall  these  words  stand, 
'    Passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Withers poon,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Laurens,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  and  coasts.'' 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  those  words  stand,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  requu-ed  by  Mr.  Gerry—" 


YMk] 


90BSIGK  AlTAntS. 


m 


New  Hampshiite,      Mr.  Whipple, 


Massachusetts  Bay,  M 

M 
M 
M 


Rhode.  Island, 


Connecticut, 


I  /• 


New  York, 


New  Jersejr, 


Peonsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Vir^oia, 


M 

M 

M 
M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 
M 

M 
M 

M 

M 
M 
M 

M 
M 


M 

M 
M 
M 

^ 

M 

M 
M 


•  S*  AdaiD9, 
.  Gerry, 

•  Level], 

•  Holten, 

.  Ellery, 

•  Collins, 


AyO 

Ay.J 

^y- 1  At 
Ay.  I  AT. 


•  Sherman,        Ay. 

•  Huntington,    No.  ^  No. 
Spencer, 


•  Jay, 

•  Doane, 

•  Morris, 
.  Floyd, 

•  Lewis, 


I 


i>  ■ 


No. 

I 

NoO 

NoJ 

No.  >No. 
No.  I 
No.j 


•  Wither8poon,No. 
.  Scadder,  No.^  No.. 
.Fell,  No. 

.  Armstrong,  Ay."" 

.  Shippen,  Ay. 

•  Atlee,  No. 
.  Searle,  No.  ^No. 

Muhlenberg,  No. 

.  M*Lene,  Ay. 

Wynkoop,  No.^ 

.  Plater,  No.'^ 

.  Cannichael,  No.  [  ^^ 

•  Henry,  No.  f^^' 

•  Jenifer,  No.  J 


•  Smith, 
.  Griffin, 

•  Fleming, 


Ay.) 

N0.VN0. 

No.S 


flEOKBT  JOURirtt.  [IM  % 

North.  Chiblina,        Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sherpi^)    * 

South  CarOliEa^        Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayttxi) 

So  ft  passed  in  the  negativei  and  the  words  were 
struck  out. 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  fiflerj,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Witherspoan,  aftet  ^  other  blanks,"  to  insert,  "and  in 
the  seas ;"  which  being  amended  to  read  ^*  and  seas'' — 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  words  <' and  seas"  be 
inserted^  ike  yeas  and  najrs  being  required  by  Mr.  E^ 
lery — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,  ^No. 

Massatfaus^ttd  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  No."^ 

Mr.  Gert-y,  A  v.  I  ^j^ 

Mr.  Lovell,  No.  f"^* 

Mr.  Holien,  No.J 

Rhode  Isliiid,  Mr.  Ellery,  Ay.)  p. 

Mr.  Collins,  No.{  ^'^'"^* 

Connecticikt,  Mr.  German,        Ay. ) 

Mfe*.  Huntington,    Ay.  >  At. 
Mr.  Spencer,  *      No. ) 

New  YoA)  flflr.  Jay,  No.'^ 

Mr.  Duahe,  No.  j 

Mr.  Mofria,  Ay.  >No. 

Mr.  Floyd,  No.  ] 

Mn  Lewis,  No.  J 

New  Jersey,  Mi*.  WUherbpoon,  Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Scudder,         Ay.5  ^^* 


armi 


nsaSSBOS  MTIOBB. 


PeoofifltaDiat 


Delaware, 

Mainland, 


VirgiDia, 


North  Car^lioa, 


South  Carolioai 


Mr*  Arm^itongj     No.^ 
Mr.  Shippin,         No, 
Mr.  Searle,  No.  \  ^^ 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  f^^' 
MrJ  M'Lene,         No.  j 
Mr*  VTynkoop,      No. J 


Mr.  DickmAon, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Cantaichael, 
Mr«  Henry, 
Mr«  Jenifer) 

Mr.lSiniih, 
Mr.  GrtSn, 
Mr.  Fleming. 

Mr*  Pena, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mn  Droytoa, 


No.^ 
No.J 


No« 


No. 

No.  >  No. 
No. 


No.) 
No.  5 


No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  motibn  being  ^n^ended  to  read,  <<  To  obviate 
*^  any  dispates  which  may  arise  respecting  the  fishe- 
^  ries,  it  shall  be  stiputated  in  (be  treaty  of  peace,  that 
*'  the  citizens  of  these  states  shall  be  allowed  the  free 
*<and  peaceable  use  and  exercise  of  their  common 
<*  right  of  f sbifig  on  the  banlka  <of  NewfouoMand  and 
**  other  banks  of  North  America'' — 

When  the  bouse  was  ready  for  the  question,  the  pre- 
vious question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Stvdder. 

And  on  ihe  question  to  agree  to  the  previous  ques- 
tion,  the  yeas  and  oays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry^^ 


1 


IM 


SECKET  JOURNAL^ 


[IimS^ 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 


>^f* 


Massachusetts  Bay,  M 

M 
M 
M 


Rhode  I^nd, 


Connecticat, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvaniaj 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


M 
M 

M 

M 

M 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 

M 

M 

M 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 

M 

M 
M 

M 
M 

M 
M 
M 


.  S.  Adams, 
.  Gerry, 
.  Lovell, 
.  Holten, 

.  EUery, 
.  Collins, 


Ay.^ 
No.  I 
No.  f 
No.J 


No. 


No 
No 


■] 


No. 


.  Sherman,       No. 

•  HuotiDgtoD,    No. 

•  Spencer,        No. 


•  Jay/ 

•  Duane, 

•  Morrifl, 
.  Floyd, 

•  Lewis, 

> 

• 

.  Witherspoon, 

•  Scudder, 

*  « 

Armstrong, 

•  Shippen, 
.  Atlee, 

•  Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 

•  M*Lene, 

•  Wynkoop, 

•  Dickinson, 


No. 


ij:|  *'• 


No.'\ 

No.  I 
Ay. 
No.  >. 

Ay. 
No. 

Ay.. 


No. 


>^At, 


;  Plater,  Ay.'\ 

.  Carmichael,  Ay.  l  . 

.  Henry,  Ay.  f  *^* 

.  Jenifer,  Ay.  J 


.  Smith, 
.  Griffin, 
Fleming, 


Nortb  Carolina^    <    Bfr.Peoiii      • 

•Mr,  Burke,  ; 
Mn  Sharpe, 

South  Candina,        Mr.  Laurens,       Jfo. }  r\       j. 

Mr.  Drayton,         Ay.J  ^'^'°»°' 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative ;  and  the  main 
question  was  set  aside. 


JUNE  16,  1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to 
the  letter  from  his  most  christian  majesty,  brought  in  a 
draft,  which' was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

•RBAT,    FAITBfUL,   AND   BBLOVKD    FRIEND   AND   ALLY, 

The  repeated  proofs  we  have  received  of  your  ma- 
jesty's regard  for  these  United  States  will  lead  their 
citizens  to  rejoice  in  every  event  that  may  conduce  to 
your  happiness  or  glory.  It  affords  us  particular  plea- 
sure to  hear  that  Providence  has  been  pleased  to  bless 
your  nuptials  with  the  birth  of  a  princess ;  and  we 
pray  God  that  the  virtues  and  honours  of  your  illus- 
trious family  may  be  perpetuated  in  a  race  of  descent 
dants  worthy  of  so  great  and  so  good  an  ancestor. 

We  receive  with  great  satisfaction  and  sensibility 
your  majesty's  assurances  of  esteem  and  constant  re- 
gard ;  and  we  entreat  you  to  be  persuaded  that  the 
permanence  and  stability  of  our  friendship  will  be 
equal  to  the  magnanimity  of  that  conduct,  and  the  im- 
portance of  those  good  offices,  by  which  it  was  cre- 
ated. 


Permit  m^  te  request  the  ftvMr  of  four  majewty  t(» 
oblige  OS  wftk  portraits  of  yourself  and  royal  ronsort^ 
that,  by  being  placed  in  our  council  chamber,  the  re- 
presentatives of  these  states  may  daily  have  before 
their  eyes  the  first  royal  friends  and  patrons  of  thejr 
cause. 

We  beseech  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events  to  keep 
you  both  in  his  holy  protection,  and  long  to  continue  to 
France  the  blessings  resulting  from  the  administration 
of  a  prince  who  nobly  asserts  the  rights  of  mankind. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  fifteenth  day  of  Jane, 
'    1779.     By  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America.     Your  faithful  friends  and  allies. 

Ordered,  That  copies  thereof  be  nade  out,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted* 

The  said  committee  having  prepared  a  represeuta" 
tion  and  request  to  his  most  christian  majesty,  the  saasQ 
was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  representation  and  request  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  their  great,  faith- 
ful, and  beloved  friend  and  ally,  Lewis  the  six- 
teenth, king  of  France  and  Navarre. 

The  full  confidence  we  repose  in  your  majesty's 
constant  attention  to  the  great  objects  of  the  treaties 
subsisting  between  us,  and  our  earnest  desire  vigor- 
iMisly  to  co-operate  in  the  attainment  of  them,  induce 
us  to  submit  (he  following  facts  and  proposals  to  your 
consideration  : 


Mi»4  rouDon  AfFAms.  m 

At  the  cofluneDcement  of  the  present  war,  we  were 
in  a  great  degree  desthote  of  annffj  ammanitbn  and 
ciotbtag  for  bur  armiei ;  and  iupplies  have  since  been 
irregoiari  fertoitoas  and  scanty.  Out  husbandmeii 
liave  been  so  mach  inHeiropted  by  freqoent  calls  to 
anDs,  that  even  the  prodactions  of  our  fertile  country 
bare  been  considerably  diminished;  and  other  natural 
elects  of  war  have  rendered  our  usual  commodities  for 
exportation  less  abundant  than  formerly. 

Our  coasts  have  long  been,  and  still^are,  so  infested 
by  (he  enemy's  cruisers,  that  our  commerce  has  been 
greatly  iifjured,  and  both  exports  and  imports  become 
very  hazardous*  For  want  of  naval  stores,  our  marine 
exertions  have  been  less  extensive  than  they  otbe^> 
wise  would  have  been.  And  while  commodities  pro* 
per  for  remittances  remain  scarce,  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  them  precarious,  we  have  little  reason  to  ex- 
pect ample  supplies  from  private  contracts  and  com- 
mercial projects. 

We  are  impreiBSed  with  the  strongest  conviction  of 
your  majesty's  friendly  disposition  towards  us;  and 
we  are  persuaded  that  the  same  magnanimity  which 
induced  your  majesty  to  unite  with  us  in  frustrating 
the  cruel  designs  of  a  nation  whose  power  and  lust 
of  dominion  had  become  dangerous  to  their  neigh*^ 
hours,  and  oppressive  to  us,  will  continue  to  influence 
your  majesty  to  exertions  glorious  to  France  and  ad- 
vantageous to  your  allies.  We  therefore  take  the 
liberty  of  requesting  your  majesty  to  furnish  us  with 
these  necessary  supplies,  an  estimate  of  which  we 
have  ordered  our  minister  to  lay  before  you ;  and  we 
pledge  the  faith  of  these  states  for  the  repayment  with 
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interest  of  whatever  euma  may  be  advanced  .for  that 
purpose,  as  soon  as  the  restoration  of  peace  shall  have 
enabled  us.  Be  assured  that  they  shall  be  vigorously 
used  against  the  common  enemy,  with  whom  we  shall 
Neither  conclude  peace  nor  truce  without  your  con* 
currence ;  and  that  it  is  our  sincere  desire,  that .  the 
alliance  between  us  may  be  as  beneficial  to  Prance, 
as  it  has  been  liberal  and  salutary  to  these  United 
States. 

On  the  lOlh  July,  the  board  of  war  having  laid  be^ 
fore  Congress  an  estimate  of  sundry  articles  proper  to 
be  sent  for,  amounting  to  five  hundred  and  five  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds  five  shillings  and 
six  pence  sterling ;  and .  the  marine  committee  having 
laid  before  Congress  an  estimate  of  articles  in  their 
department,  necessary  to  be  sent  for,  amounting  to 
sixty  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds  eleven 
shillings  two  farthings  sterling — 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  said  invoices  be  made 
out  by  (he  board  of  war  and  marine  committee  respec- 
tively, and  delivered  to  the  President,  to  be  by  him 
transmitted,  with  the  representation,  to  his  most  chris- 
tian majesty* 

■ 

JUNE  17,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  re^ 
port  on  the  communications  of  the  minister,  of  France, 
&c.  And  (he  sixth  article  in  the  report  under  .the  first 
head,  being  read,  the  same  was  set  aside  by  the  pre- 
vious question. 
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The  artides  under  the  second  head  were  then  taken 
into  cooaideration ;  and  the  first  and  second  were  set 
aside  by  the  previous  question. 

The  third  article  was  then  read ;  and  a  dirision  be- 
ing called  for,  the  first  clause,  to  wit :  *^  That  it  may 
^*  be  stipulated,  that  the  United  States  shall  npt  trade 
'*  to  the  East  Indies,  if  adequate  compensation  can 
^*  be  obtained,"  was  set  aside  by  the  previous  ques- 
tion« 

On  the  second  clause,  viz.  '^  or,  engage  in  the  slave 
**  trade,  if  adequate  compensation  can  be  obtained,'' 
the  previous  question  being  moved,  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon  required  by  Mr.  Jay — 


New  Hanpshtre,      Mr.  Whipple,  >*Ay. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerrv,  No 

Mr.  Lovell,  Ay.  ^  At, 

Mr.  Holten,  Ay. 

Rhode  Island,  *  ^  -  Mr.  Ellery,  Ay. 

Mr.  Marchant,  Ay.  ^  A^ 

Mr.  Collins,  Ay 


¥> 


Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,  Ayi 

Mr.  Huntington,  Ay.  S-  AVi 

Mr.  Spencer,  Ay. ) 

New  York,  Mr.  Jay»  No.'^ 

Mr.  Duane,  Ay.  (  * 

Mr.  Morris,  Ay.  f^ 

Mr.  Lewis,  Ay.  j 

New  Jersey,  BIr.  Scudder,  Ay.  >  .  „ 

Mr.  Fell,  Ay.  5^^' 


11« 
PeansylTMM, 


SECRET  JQUlUf  AL, 


Mr.  Armstrong,    Ay•'^ 


['<M  I7t 


Delft  ware» 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


Mr.Shippeo,        Ay.  K 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.  { 
Mr;  M'Lene,        Ay.J 

Mr.  Dickinson^     Ay« )  ^^ 
Mr.M*Kean,  .    .Ay.J      ' 


Sottth  Carqlina, 


Mr.  Henry,. 
Mr.  Jemfyr^ 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffini 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Peon, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.J 
Ay.  4 

Ay. 
Ay. 
Ay, 


Ar. 


At. 


Ay., 

Ay.  >  At. 
Ay. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  clause 
set  aside. 

The  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  articles  were  severally 
set  aside  by  the  previous  question. 

Resolved,  That  a  caseation,  of  hostilities  during  the 
negotiation  may  be  agreed  to,  but  not  without  the  con* 
sent  of  our  ally,  nor  unless  it  shall  be  previously  stipu- 
lated  that  all  the  forces  of  the  enemy  shall  be  imme- 
diately withdrawn  from  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  re- 
port be  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commission  to  the  minister 
who  may  be  appointed  to  negotiate  a  peace. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Morris 
and  Mr.  Marchant. 


mk}  fOUGN  AFTAIU^  %J9 
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Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on 
the  comamnicatioiis,  ^c,  when  the  foUowuig  reso* 
lotions  were  moved  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seeooded  bjr  Mr« 
EUeiy— 

1.  That  it  is  essential  to  the  weUare  of  these  United 
States  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  at  the  expiratioo  of 
the  war,  sboidd  continue  to  enjoy  the  free  and  nndis-^ 
tnrbed  exercise  of  their  coonaon  right  to  fish  on  the 
banim  of  Newfoondland,  and  the  other  fishing  banks 
and  seas  of  North  America,  preserving  inviolate  the 
treaties  between  France  and  the  said  states. 

3.  That  an  explanatory  article  be  prepared  ^nd 
sent  to  our  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
Versailles,  to  be  by  him  presented  to  his  most  chris« 
tian  majesty,  whereby  the  said  common  right  to  the 
fisheries  shall  be  more  explicitly  guarantied  to  the 
inhabitants  of  these  states  than  it  already  is  by  tho 
treaties  aforesaid. 

3.  That  in  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  a 
stipulation  be  made,  on  their  part,  not  to  disturb  tho 
inhabitants  of  these  states  in  the  free  exercise  of 
their  common  right  to  the  fisheries  aforesaid ;  and 
Aat  a  reciprocal  engagement  be  made  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States. 

4.  That  the  faith  of  Congress  be  pledged  to  the 
several* states,  that,  without  their  unanimous  consent,. 
no  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be  formed  with  Great  Bri- 
tain previous  to  such  stipulation. 
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5.  That  if  the  explanatory  article  should  not  be 
ratified  by  his  most  christian  majesty,  nor  the  stipula- 
tion aforesaid  be  adopted  by  Great  Britaini  the  minis- 
ter conducting  this  business  shall  gi?e  notice  thereof 
to  Congeess,  and  not  sign  any  treaty  of  peace  until 
their  pleasure  be  known. 

The  first  proposition  being  read,  a  motion  was  made 

by  Mr.  Mortis,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  to  amend 

it.  by  striking  out  certain  words  and  inserting,  ofhers,  so 

that  it  read,  *'  That  it  igrouid  be  very  injurious  to 

^^  these  Uliited  States,  and  the.  inhabitants  thereof,  at 

*^  the  acpiration  of  the  war,  not  to  enjoy  the  firee," 
&c. 
On  the  question.   Shall  the  words,  moved  to  be 

struck*  out^  stand,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 

by  Mr.  Ellery — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,  ^Ar. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  ^J*.} 

Mr.  Lovell,  Ay.>  At. 

Mr.  Holten,  Ay. ) 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  Marcbant,      Ay.  >  At* 
Mr.  Collins,  Ay.) 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,       Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  Huntington,  Ay.  >  At. 
Mr.  Spencer,        Ay.  3 

IfewYork,  Mr.  Jay,  No.^ 

Mr.  Duane,  Ay.  I  ri. 

Mr.  Morris,  No.  f  I^*^''«>- 

Mr.  Lewis,  Ay. J 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder,        No. )  wr 

Mr.  Fell,  No.  5  ^^' 


Peimsjlraoiay 


FOBEiGll  ATFAUUI. 


)75 


Delaware, 


Ifaiyland, 


Mr.  ArmstroDgi  Ay•'^ 

Mr*  Searle,  Ay.  I  a- 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.  f"* 

Mr.  M'Lene,  ^7*  J 

Mr.  Dickioson,  No. ) .  rv^.,*—. 

Mr.  M'Kean,  Ay.  5  ^'^^^* 

Mr.  Paca,  No.  1 

Mr.  Carmicbael,  No.  ^  No. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  No. 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penni 
Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


nJ!  ]  DiT")". 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

*  • 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
first  proposition  be  postponed.  On  which,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry- 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


>^No. 

No. 

No.  5^  No* 
No. 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticiit, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
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0«*H^ 


New  York, 


New  Jeney, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr«  Morris, 
Mr. 


DlVlDKD. 


Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 


NoJ 

No.> 
Ay.  5 


DiTIDBB. 


Mr.  Armstrong,  No•'^ 
Mr.  Shippen,  No.  I 
Mr.  Searle,  No.  >No. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  | 
Mr.  M^Lene,        No.  J 

Mr.  Dickinson,     Ay.  >  n.«.^— . 
Mr.M'Kean,        Nb.P'^"'"- 

Mr.  Carmichael,  Ay.  >  a_ 
Mr.  Jenifer,  Ay.  J  ^^* 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  GHffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


No.  >  At. 

Ay, 

No 

Ay 


:} 


DiviDxn. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Duane,  after  the  words  <<  seas  of  North  Ameri- 
«*  ca,"  to  insert,  «  within  the  restrictioqs  of  the  law 
"  and  custom  of  nations  for  preventing  contraband.'' 
And  on  the  question,  Shall  those  words  be  inserted,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay-— 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 


>No. 


wm] 


nmiMir  AWifflM. 


m 


Massachusetta  Bay,  Mi%  Otfty^ 

Mr.  Holteq, 


Rhode  friend. 


Connecticat, 


New  ¥ork, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylva^a, 


Dela^fKfi^e, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


North  Caxolioa, 


South  CaroKoa, 


No* 

Ay^  ^  Nq. 

No. 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 


Mr*  fihemna.       No. 
Mr.  Huntington,   No.  ^  No. 
Mr*  Speooer,        No. 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris^ 
Mr.  LewiS| 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr«Pdl, 


nJ:  1 1^^^'^«- 


Mr.  Afmstrong,  No.^ 
Mr.  Shippen,  No.  I 
Mr.  Searle,  No.  >No. 

Mr.  Mahlenberg,  No.  I 
Mr.  M^Lene,        No.  J 


Mr.  M'Kean, 


>No. 


Mr.  Caro^ichael,  Ay.  >  4  ^ 
Mr.  Jenifer,  Ay.  J  ^^' 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.  5 


No. 
Ay 


:] 


Ay. 


DlVIDKD. 


TOL.  II*. 


23 


Its 
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[JiMfii, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negatiTe. 

A  motion '  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  bj 
Mr.  M'Kean,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^^  preserving  in« 
^^  violate  the  treaties  between  France  and  the  United 
"  States*'' 
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On  the  question,  Shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck 
out,  stand,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Gerry- 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,       Ay. ) 

Mr.  Pea  body.        Ay.  5 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


At. 


Ay. 

Ay.  ^  At. 

Ay, 


Mr.  Ellerv, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Lene, 


At. 


At. 


Ay. 


Ay.J 


1J:1 


At. 


Ay-I 

Ay. 

Ay.  >At. 
Ay.  I 
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Delaware,  Mr.  Dickinson,     Ay. )  \^ 

Mr.  M'Kean,         Ay.  5  ^^• 

Maryland,  Mr.  Carmichael,    Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  Henry,  Ay.  >  Ar. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  Ay.  3 

yirginia,  Mr.  Smith,  Ay.  i 

Mr.  Griffin,  Ay.  >  At. 

Mr.  Fleming,         Ay.  y 

North  Carolina,        Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sliarpe, 

South  Carolina,       Mr.  Laurens,        Ay.) 

Mr.  Drayton,         Ay.  \ 

»  So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  'Was  made  by  Mr*  Burke,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Dickinson,  after  the  words  "  North  America,''  to 
insert,  ^^  As  near  the  coasts  of  the  territories  which 
^  shall  remain  in  the  possession  of  other  nations,  after 
<(  the  conclusion  of  the  present  war,  as  is  permitted  to 
^  any  free  and  independent  people."  And  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
bebg  required  by  Mr.  Gerry-^ 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,        No. )  u 

Mr.  Pcabody,        No.  $  '^^• 

Massachusetts.Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell,  No.  J-  No. 

Mr.  Holten, 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  £lleryr  No. 

Mr.  Marcbaat,      No.  ^  No. 
Mr.  Collins,  No. 


110 

Coonecticuli 


New  YoAf 


New  Jerscj*, 


PeDDsyly&nia^ 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 
North  CaroliDa, 


Sooth  Carolina, 


acuT  sonMAu 

If  r«  Sberaaad, 
Mr.  HunttngMn, 
Mr.  Spenceri 

•  • 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Puaile, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scndder, 
Mr.  Fell, 


litMkm, 


Ay.j 


No. 
No 


:| 


No. 


Mr.  Armstrong,  No.^ 

Mr.  Shippeo,  No«  j 

Mr.  Searie,  No.  >No« 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  | 

Mr.  M'Lene,  No.J 

Mr.  Dickinioff.  Ay. }  r\ 

Mr.M'Kea»,  nJ.^  ^•^'"''- 


Mr.  Paca, 


AyO 


Mr.  Carmicha'ef,    Ay.  I  * 
Mr.  Henry,  Ay.  f 


Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Flemtngy 

« 

Mr.  Penft, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.J 

Ay.) 
No.  5 


Ar. 


No.) 
Ay.  J 


DiVIDlO. 


So  it  passed  to  the  negative* 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Drayton,  to  strike  out  the  words  *<  continut  to.'^  *Aiid 
on  the  question,  Shall  the  words  stand,  the  yeas  and 
nays  beipg  required  by  Mr.  Gerry — 


IMM 


New  Ha»piUi«,      Mr.  Whipple^ 

Mr*  Peabodyi 

MagiachmelUi  Bay,  Mn  Qenf, 

Mr.  Lovell) 
Mr.  Holteiii 


5:1  *•• 


lUiode  IslMii, 


Connecticut, 


New  York| 


New  Jersey^ 


Pennsylvania, 


Delawaray 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mr.  Elkery^ 
Mr.  Marchaot, 
Mr.  CollinS| 

Bfr.  Skerman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr..DiKttie, 
Mr.  Morits, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 


Ay 

No 


:| 


Divided. 


>Ay. 


Mr.  Armstrong,  Ay.' 

Mr.  8hm»en,  Ay. 

Mr*  Searle,  Ay. 

Mr.  MoUenberg,  Ay. 

Mr.  M^Lene,  Ay. 

Mr,  Dicfcinsofi,  No.  J*  d,^,^„^ 

Mr.  M^Kean,  Ay. ) 


Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Cantiichael, 
Mr.  Heney, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.'Oriffi&, 
Mr.  Fletung, 


m 


sceiuerjouitiiAL. 


[JMH 


North  Carolina, 


sSouth  Carolina, 


Bfr,  Penn, 
Mr«  Burke, 

Mr.  LaureQf, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


No.> 
No.  5 

Ay.? 

No.S 


No. 


DlVIDBI). 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Carmicbael,  to  insert  th^  word  *^  all,''  before 
(c  these  United  States."  Oa  which,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachasetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


At. 


Rhode  Island, 


Conneeticut,' 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  EUerv, 
Mr.  Marcbant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

• 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

« 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searfe, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Lene, 


Ay, 


DiVlDXP* 


Ay.) 
A7.5 


At. 


rm.} 
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m 


Delaware^ 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Hennr, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.i 
Ay.  >  At. 
Ay.S 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  proposition  as 
amended^  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Ellery—  * 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holtenj 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticat, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 


Mr.  Sherman,  Ay. 
Mr.  Huntington,  Ay. 
Mr.  Spencer,        Ay. 


Ay.  >  Av. 
Ay. 


Ar. 


Ay 


IM 


Pprti, 


NewYork^ 


New  Sen^y^ 


Pennsylvaniti 


Delaware, 


Marylaady 


Virgaiiia, 


North  Carolioay 


South  Carol inai 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr«  DwDOt 

Mr.  MorriSy 
Mr.  Lewis, 

« 

Mr*  Sovdder, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Mr*  AmstroDg, 

Mr«  Shippeo, 

Mr*  SearCe, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.  [ 


No.^ 
NoJ 

Ay.  I 
Aj.  >At. 


Mr.  M^Leae^ 

Mr.  Oickfnaon, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr,  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmicliael, 
Mr.  Heonr, 
Mr.  Jeuifer, 

Mir.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Peno, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Lattreofl, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.J 

aJ:  1  ^•"»"- 

NoJ 


^J;  I  Divided. 


So  it  wae  resolved.  That  it  is  essential  to  llie  mlfiue 
of  all  these  United  States,  diat  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  war,  should  continue  to  enjoy 
the  free  and  undiamrbed  exercise  of  their  commoii 
right  to  fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  the 
other  fishing  banks  and  seas  of  North  America,  pre- 
aerving  inviolate  the  treaties  between  France  and  the 
$aid  states. 


i 


iTia.] 
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JULY  r,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideratioD  of  the  se*^ 
cond. proposition  moved  by  Mr.  Gerry. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burjce,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Drayton,  to  strike  out  the  words  '^  explanatory,'' 
^<  more,"  '^  than  it  already  is  by  the  treaties  aforesaid." 
And  a  division  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Laurens — 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  word  "  explanatory'' 
land,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
fiurke— 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Hoi  ten, 


'SiX 


Ay, 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticfit, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Marchfllnt, 
Mr.  Collios, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Duanc, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 


Ay.> 
Ay.>  At. 


./. 


No!  \  I5'v»»»- 

No!  \  I^^VIDED, 


VOL.  n. 


Mr.  Searle,  Ay. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay 
Mr.  M^Lene,         Ay 
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[JiOft, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Mr.  DickiosoD.     No.  )  pk 

Mr.  M'Keaa,         Ay.  }  '^•^'»"' 

Mr.  Carmich^el,  No* 

Mr.  Henry,  Ay.  ^  No. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  No. 


yirg;inia, 


North  Caroliaa, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Pcnn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


No. 

No.  ^  No. 

No. 

So!  ]  ^^'^^^ 


So  It  w^  Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  words  **  more,"  ^<  than 
^*  it  already  is  by  the  treaties  aforesaid,*'  stand,  the 
yeas  and  i|ays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton — 


1J:|- 


New  IJampsblre,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr*  Peabody, 

Massacl^u^tts Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,' 

'    Mr.  Lovell, 
^  Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Ulan^,  *        Mr.  Marchaat,      Ay.)  . 

^  Mr.  Collins,  Ay.  5  ^'^^ 


(Sonnecticvt, 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 


New  York', 


Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


No. 
No 


:\ 


No. 


mti} 


rotnoN  AVFiiu. 


m 


New  Jersty, 
Pennsylyania, 


Delaware, 


Marylaudy 


Virgioia, 


North  Carolina, 


Sooth  Carolinai 


E:lsr'    k'.:!  »■'■»■»• 


Ajt.-l 


'":  W 


Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr*  Searle, 

Mr«  Muhlenhergy  Ay 

Mr.  M^Leoe,         Ay. J 


Mr.  CartDichael,   No. 


Mr.  Hettry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smithy 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay 

No 

No. 
No. 
No. 


;i 


No. 


No. 


No. 


nJ!]  DiVIDlD. 


So  it  was  resolred  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  proposition!  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Geriy— 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody, 

Massaehusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell^ 
Mr.  Hoken, 


Rhode  Island, 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 


7m 
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Conneclicttt, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania^ 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


Mr«  Shennan« 
Mr.  .Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Sfaippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muiilenberg, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M'Eean, 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  GriflSn, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


Ay.> 


At. 


Ar. 


•  **  >   OlVIDKD.- 

Ay.  5 


No. 


No. 


No. 

No.  5.  No. 
No. 


South  Carolina,       Mr!  Laurens,        ^y'^n,v,n-D. 

Mr.  Drayton,        No. ) 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  an  explanatory  article  be  pre- 
pared and  sent  to  our  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Versailles,  to  be  by  him  presented  to  his 
most  christian  majesty,  whereby  the  said  common  right 
to  the  fisheries  shall  be  more  explicitly  guarantied  to 
the  inhabitants  of  these  states,  than  it  already  is  by 
the  treaties  aforesaid. 
The  third  proposition  being  read, 


rm.}  vmiEioR  AirABUu  tm 

A  motioD  was  made  by  Mr.  Barke,  seconded  by 
Mr.  DraytOD,  to  amend  the  same  by  adding,  ^  Pro- 
'^  vided  that  if  Great  Britain  will  acknowledge  and 
^  ratify  the  liberty,  sovereignty  and  independence, 
^*  absolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in  matters  of  govem- 
^  meut  as  of  commerce,  of  these  United  States,  and 
*'  agree  to  the  other  articles  in  the  altimatam  resolved 
^*  upon  by  Congress,  the  present  war  shall  not  be  con- 
*<  tinued,  notwithstanding  Great  Britain  shall  decline  to 
'*  make  an  express  and  particular  acknowledgment  of 

the  right  aforesaid." 


« 


JULY  10,  1779. 

The  President  informed  Congress  that  the  minister 
of  France  had  communicated  to  him  certain  intelli- 
gence, about  which  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  expe- 
dient for  Congress  to  confer  with  the  minister :  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gerard  be  informed  by  the  Pre- 
sident that  Congress  are  desirous  of  conferring  with 
him  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  subject  of  the 
intelligence  communicated  by  him  to  the  President; 
and  that,  if  it  be  agreeable  to  him,  a  private  audience 
be  had  on  Monday  hext,  at  12  o'clock. 

JULY  12,  1779. 

The  President  informed  the  house,  that  he  had  com- 
municated to  the  minister  of  France  the  resolution  of 
Saturday,  and  that  the  minister  has  agreed  to  meet 
Congress  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  at  12  o'clock 
this  day. 


CongTOM  was  resolf^d  ihto  &  eomsuMf  of  the 
whole ;  and  after  some  liraK  the  President  resuoMdlfee 
ehair^  and  Mr.  Lsurens  repofted* 

That  the  comitiitiee  have  had  a  coafereaee  wtch  the 
BUiiister  plenipotentiary  of  Prance  ;  but  not  being 
prepared  to  report  the  substance  of  the  confereace) 
desire  leave  to  sit  again* 

Resolradt  That  to>morrow  morning  Codgress  be  re* 
aolred  into  a  oooiBiittee  of  the  whole  on  the  subject  of 
the  conference  this  day  heU  with  the  minisler  pleni- 
potentiary of  France. 

JULY  IS,  1719. 
Congress  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

■ 

JULY  14,  1779. 

Congress  was  again  in  committee  of  the  whole ;  and 
after  some  time  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Laurens  reported, 

That  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Congress,  the 
committee  of  the  whole  have  conferred  with  the  minis* 
ter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  who  introduced  the 
conference  by  saying,  that  he  had  received  some  des* 
patches  from  bis  court,  which  he  was  ordered  to  com- 
municate to  Congress ;  bnt  that  be  expected  no  an- 
swer :  that,  though  it  was  not  the  usual  practice  to 
offer  communications  of  this  nature  in  writing,  yet  as  it 
had  been  intimated  to  him  by  the  President,  that  this 
mode  would  be  most  agreeable  .to  Congress,  he  bad 
committed  the  heads  of  them  to  paper,  not  as  a  memo- 
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rial,  bat  tnerely  for  the  assistance  of  the  meanory,  in 
a  form  to  irhidi  the  tens  **  ad  sMtam  legendi'*  is  ap» 
propriated  bj  the  usage  of  the  courts  of  Europe  t 
Tliat  in  reading  the  said  paper,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  making  some  explanations  and  reflections. 
He  then  proceeded  to  read  the  paper  herewith  deliver** 
ed,  marked  No  1,  divided  into  seven  articles  ;  and  at 
the  close  of  each  separate  article,  he  added  explana- 
tions and  reflections,  the  substance  of  which  the  com- 
mittee  have  endeavoured  to  recollect,  and  commtttad 
to  writing  in  the  paper  marked  No»  3* 

The  committee  ttien  taking  notice  of  what  the  minis- 
ter had  said  concerning  a  tacit  asauraoce  of  the  inde- 
pendenoe  of  ihese  states,  and  the  reluctance  of  the  king 
of  Great  ftritatii  to  make  an  express  acknowledgment 
thereof,  requested  to  know  his  sense  concerning  the 
nanner  in  whieh  such  tacit  asaurasce  could  be  given. 

To  which  he,  premising  that  what  be  abould  now 
say  ought  to  be  considered  only  as  his  private  aenti- 
ments,  repUed,  That  the  British  court  would  probably 
emieavour  to  avoid  an  express  acknowledgment  by 
imitating  precedents  that  had  occurred  in  Europe  oa 
similar  occasions,  instancing  the  cases  of  the  Swiss 
cantons,  apd  of  the  United  Provinces  of  Holland  ;  that 
tbe  BBode  adopted  in  the  latter  case  had  been  for  the 
archdukes^  to  whom  the  king  of  Spain  had  transferred 
bis  ri^ht  of  sovereignty,  to  treat  with  them  '^  as  with 
M  free  and  independent  states.'^  And  that  with  respect 
to  the  cantons,  Prance  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  more 
for  them  ia  the  treaty  ef  M linster  than  "  a  declaration 
"  that  they  should  be  in  possession  of  full  liberty  and 
^'  exemption  from  the  empire,  and  be,  in  no  manner, 


./ 


^*  sul^t  to  the  joriadtction  thereof/'  Ait  that*  in  hk 
opinion,  the  circumstances  of  these  stfttes,  aodtheman* 
ner  in  which  they  had  condacted  their  opposition^ 
would  justify  their  expecting  a  more  full  declaraticm. 

THE  PAPERS  REFERRBD  TO. 

■        • 

No.  I.      Ad  statum  legendi. 

1.  The  king  has  approved  all  the  overtures  which 
were  made  by  his  ministers  plenipotentiary  to  the  ho* 
nourable  Congress  respecting  the  affrirs  of  M.  de  Beau« 
narchais :  *  Therefore  a  line  ought  to  be  drawn  between 
the  stores  which  this  gentleman  has  been  permitted. to 
take  out  of  the  royal  magazine,  for  which  he  has  con* 
stitued  himself  debtor  to  the  department  at  war,  and 
between  those  articles  which  the  same' gentleman  has 
bought  in  the  way  of  common  trade  for  the  use.  of  the 
United  States. 

2.  A  hint  having  been  given  to  the  minister  pleni* 
potentiary,  that  Congress  desire  to  recruit  their  ships 
in  Prance  from  the  English  prisoners  there-^the  court 
in  consequence  of  bis  representation  is  willing  to  fa- 
cilitate this  mode  of  recruiting  seamen. 

3.  The  king  and  ministry  were  extremely  [satisfied*] 
with  the  resolution  Congress  ha^.  taken  lo  -maintain 
only  one  minister  plenipotentiary  at  this  court,  as  well 
as  with  the  exclusive  appointment  of  so  steady  and 
honest  a  man,. and  so  firm  and  solid  a  patriot  as  Dr. 
Franklin. 

4.  The  Congress  has  given  a  very  great  satisiiMition 

* 

*  Wofd  omitMiB  theoiigioAh  - 
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to  the  court  of  France  by  tbe  convonienl  and  spiriled 
atop  which  was  taken  to  disavow  a  Certain  ill-grounded 
and  pernicious  doctrine  relating  to  the  mutual  obliga- 
tion of  the  allies  to  conclude  no  truce  or  peace  without, 
the  knowledge  and  consent  of  each  other*  Tbe  court 
of  France  is  of  opinion,  that  this  doctnne  could  only- 
be  maintained  by  those  men  whose  aini  would  be  to 
seek,  by  any  means,  to  weaken  tbe  ties  of  the  alliance, 
and  to  create  a  disgust  and  diffidence  between  the  al- 
lies* 

5.  This  conrt  has  received  with  some  surprise  the 
intelligence,  that  Congress  has  published  tbe  treaties 
concluded  with  her,  without  the  previous  knowledge 
anid  consent  of  the  interested  party.  It  is  not  to .  be 
denied  that  such  a  proceeding  is  but  little  consistent 
with  reason^  and  with  the  general  practice  of  courts 
aind  nations*  Nevertheless,  this  observation  i(ivolves 
not  any  kind  of  reproach ;  but  the  king  thinks,  that. so 
noble  and  so  generous  a  system  of  politicks  could  but 
produce  desirable  effects  by  its  puMication. 

6.  The  intelligence,  that  in  the  first  month  of  last 
winter  there  were  no  adequate  preparations  made  in 
America  towards  a  vigorous  and  successful  campaign, 
was  received  at  Versailles  with  all  the  concern  which 
the  danger  of  the  United  States,  and  the  prolongation 
of  the  present  contest,  can  create  in  the  most  friendly 
mind.  The  court  of  France  is  fully  of  opinion,  that 
the  exertions  of  the  United  States  are  necessary  to 
bring  the  common  enemy  to  a  proper  sense  of  all  the 
disappointments  which  he  will  meet  with. 

7.  This  court  being  very  desirous  to  acquaint  Con* 
grass  exactly  with  the  state  of  afiairs  relating  to  the 
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oommon  fcavse,  would  not  delay  to  ibfbrai  this  h<^ 
nodnibie  body,  that  the  court  of  London  ahowing  on 
one  side  dispositions  to  a  reconciliation  with  Frencey 
rejects  on  the  other  side  the  very  idea  of  a  formal  and 
explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States,  which  his  most  christian  majesty  per- 
severes to  hold  up  as  a  preliminary  and  essential  con* 
ditton.  The  behaviour  of  the  common  enemy  in  this 
respect  rendered  a  great  deal  more  probable  the  con- 
jecture which  was  communicated  to  Congress  some 
time  ago,  that  the  point  of  honour  and  pride  of  the 
king  of  Englimd  will  be  the  greatest  obstacle  to  ihe 
conclusion  of  the  peace  upon  those  explicit  terms^ 
And  perhaps  the  manner  of  overcoming  this  difficulty 
will  of  course  become  the  most  decisive  object  of  the 
deliberation  of  Congress,  when  this  honourable  body 
shall  determine  to  make  peace.  It  is  presupposed 
that  whatever  mezzo  termne  may  be  hit  upon,  that 
England  shall  treat  with  the  United  States  as  with  « 
free  people,  and  evacuate  immediately  all  th^  territo- 
ries belonging  to  them. 

Philadelphia,  July  13,  1779. 
No.  H.  The  substance  of  what  the  minister  said  at  the 

conference  in  explanation  of  the  several  articles  in 

the  foregoing  paper,  marked  '*  ad  statum  legendi,'' 

as  reported  by  the  committee. 

Art.  1 .  From  the  bills  and  accounts  with  which  Con* 
gress  have  been  furnished  by  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  Con« 
gress  would  be  enabled  to  distinguish  those  articles 
which  were  drawn  from  the  royal  magaaioes,  and  those 
which  he  supplied  in  the  way  of  trade.    For  those  last, 
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Congress  wiiiild»  without  doubt^  nake  reiiiiUaaces  tp 
M •  de  Beanmarcbais  in  their  own  way,  to  enable  bim  ip 
perform  the  contracts  be  bad  entered  into  as  a  mev- 
ebant.  That  for  the  former  ariides,  the  king  bis  mas- 
ter, taking  upon  himself  to  be  creditor  to  the  United 
States,  would  wait  uatii  the  Congress  should  find  it 
convenient  to  make  compensation* 

Art.  3«  Though  bis  court  bad  not  resolved  to  retaliate 
upon  the  prisoners  in  their  bands  for  injuries  done  to 
prisoners  taken  bj  the  common  enemy,  yet  for  the  rea* 
sons  assigned,  the  king  bis  roaster  bad  assented  to  the 
proposal.  But  in  carrying  this  matter  into  execution,  it 
would  be  proper  to  take  such  precautions,  and  to  give 
•uch  orders  to  the  captains,  or  other  persons  employed 
in  this  business,  that  it  might  be  managed  with  pru- 
dence* 

Art.  3.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  Con- 
gress will  receive,  very  soon,  proofs  of  the,  confidence 
which  bis  court  was  always  willing  to  show  to  the  ser- 
vants of  these  states.  The  personal  character  of  Dr. 
Franklin  will  enable  the  court  to  act  with  a  frankness 
becoming  the  alliance ;  and  they  will  have  no  occasion 
to  withhold  any  more  the  secrets  which  may  interest 
the  United  States  and  the  alliance. 

Art.  4*  The  king  bis  master,  after  this  explicit  step, 
relies,  with  the  highest  confidence,  upon  the  candour  and 
foilhfubess  of  Congress  in  understanding  as  well  as  in 
exeouting  the  treaty,  and  in  rejectii^  every  arbitraiy 
and  uonaUiial  interpretation,  or  construction,  which 
Ui&t^  subtle,  or  designing  men  can  contrive.  Con- 
gress, by  their  own  feelings,  must  be  sensible,  that  such 
iolerpretations  and  constructions  are  always  hurtful^ 
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Bgaibst  common  decency  and  dignity,  and  may  often- 
times endanger  mutual  confidence,  and,  of  course,  the 
irery^ezistence  of  a  treaty*  But  the  sense  Congress 
has  manifested  in  this  particular  affair  gives  his  court 
the  greatest  hopes  that  there  shall  be  no  fqrther  motive 
for  the  painful  reflections  which  that  affair  gave  rise  to. 

Art.  5.  He  begged  leave  to  add,  that  this  publication 
interfered  with  the  situation  of  afiairs  in  Europe,  and 
was  in  a  certain  degree  disadvantageous  to  the  common 
cause,  because  it  gave  the  common  enemy  a  full  know- 
ledge of  our  system,  and  our  mutual  engagements, 
without  procuring  us  any  reason  to  guess  at  their  views 
and  resolutions.  Happily  these  inconveniences  have 
not  been  felt,  and  ample  compensation  has  been  ob» 
tained  by  convincing  the  people*  of  America,  not  only 
that  the  treaty  was  just  and  equal,  but  that  the  •  heavy 
which  France  had  taken  upon  her,  was  mag- 
nanimous, gratuitous,  and  without  reward.  The  whole 
world  was  at  the  same  time  convinced,  that  war,  con- 
quest and  ambition,  were  not  the  objects  of  the  alliance, 
nor  of  any  of  the  allies,  but  only  the  peaceable  enjoy- 
ment of  the  sovereignty,  liberty,  security  and  indepen- 
dence of  these  Un  ited  States.  And  this  conviction  gave 
much -honour,  credit  and  consideration  to  the  alliance. 

Art  6.  On  this  he  observed,  that  he  had  endeavoured, 
since  the  last  fall,  by  order  of  his  court,  to  impress  upon 
every  mind,  that  England  will  never  evacuate  New 
York  willingly,  and  could  only  be  brought,  by  proper 
exertions  on  the  part  of  America,  to  think  seriously  of 
granting  the  independence.  He  believed  that  Con- 
gress had  adopted  a  system  conformable  to  their  en- 
gagements, and  to  the  situation  of  affairs.    His  court 


was  better  informed  than  he  was;  bat  without  reflecting 
on  past  events,  the  king  hopes  that  his  amicable  ap- 
prehensions will  be  overcome  by  the  success  of  the 
campaign;  that  henceforth  the  United  States  will  follow 
the  example  set  them  by  his  majesty,  and  that  they  will 
exert  themselves  in  their  own  caune,  as  his  majesty 
exerts  himself  for  their  sake  and  in  their  cause  which 
he  has  adopted. 

Art.  7.   He  said  that  he  was  authorized  to  tell  Con* 
gress,  in  confidence,  that  this  reflection  is  the  result  of 
the  observations  which  the  court  of  Spain  made  upon 
the  conduct  of  England  throughout  her  negotiation  of 
mediation.     That  the  British  ministry  seem  to  be  solici- 
tous to  be  reconciled  with  France,  and  to  keep  up  this 
negotiation ;  that  from  thence  probable  hopes  may  be 
entertained  of  their  internal  disposition  to  peace  ;  but 
at  the  same  time,  they  reject  with  haughtiness  the  for* 
mal  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  insisted  on 
by  France  and  Spain.    New  orders  have  been  given 
to  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  London  to  ascertain,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  those  dispositions.     In  these  cir- 
cumstances the  king  his  master  ordered  him  to  com- 
municate this  intelligence  to  the  United  States,  that 
they  may,  if  they  think  proper,  take  under  considera- 
tion, if  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  give  their  plenipo- 
tentiary instructions  and  full  powers  founded  upon  the 
necessity  of  the  conjuncture  and  upon  the  treaty  of  al- 
liance, the  express  and  formal  terms  of  which  are,  that 
peace  shall  not  be  made  without  an  express  or  tacit 
acknowledgment  of  the  sovereignty,  and  consequently 
and  a  fortiori^  of  the  rights  inherent  in  sovereignty 


as  weU  as  of  the  iiidependaiice  of  ibe  United  Sta(e% 
in  matters  of  ggvermaeot  aad  of  commerce*  This  sub* 
stantial  alternative  in  an  eqgagemeat  'which  is  a  mere 
gratuitous  gift  without  any  compensatioo»  or  stifMila* 
tioo,  ought  indeed  never  to  be  forgot  in  a  negotiatiosi 
for  peace.  France  foresaw  the  extreme  difficulties  a 
formal  and  explicit  acknowledgment  might  meet  with# 
She  knew  by  her  own  experience  in  simitar  contests  in 
which  she  has  been  deeply  concerned,  respecting  the 
republicks  of  Holland,  Genoa,  and  the  Swiss  oaotons, 
how  tenacious  monarchs  are,  and  how  repugnant  la 
pronounce  the  humiliating  fanmda*  It  was  only  ob^ 
tained  for  Holland  tacitly,  after  a  war  of  thirty  years ; 
and  explicitly,  after  a  resistance  of  seventy*  To  this 
day  Genoa  and  the  Swiss  cantons  have  obtained  no 
renunciation,  nor  acknowledgment,  either  tacit,  or  for- 
mal, from. their  former  sovereigns*  But  they  enjoy 
their  sovereignty  and  independence  only  under  the 
guarantee  of  France*  His  court  thought  it  important 
to  provide,  that  difficulties  of  this  nature,  which  reside 
merely  in  words,  should  not  delay  or  prevent  America 
from  enjoying  the  thing  itself.  From  these  considera- 
tions arose  the  very  important  and  explicit  stipulation 
in  the  treaty,  which  he  has  just  now  related,  and  which 
has  received  the  sanction  of  the  United  States*  The 
circumstances  seem  already  such  as  call  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  alternative  of  tacit,  or  explicit  acknow- 
ledgment* All  these  considerations  therefore  are 
mentioned,  that  Congress  may,  if  they  think  proper, 
consider  whether  the  literal  execution  of  the  treaty  in 
this  point  is  not  become  necessary,  and  whether  the 
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safety  and  faappineaa  of  the  American  people,  as  wdl 
as  the  enential  principles  of  the  alliance^  are  not  ia^ 
timately  connected  with  the  resoliitioni  that  aiay  be 
taken  on  this  salgect.  And  it  femains  with  the  pm* 
dence  of  Congress  to  examine  whether  insirections 
upon  some  particnlar  cotiditioni  may  not  frastrate  the 
salotary  purpose  of  die  treaty  of  alliance  relatire  to  a 
tacit  acknowled^ia^eiit  which  the  situation  of  aifeirs 
may  requite.  In  thus  executing)  cotitinued  he,  the 
orders  1  have  received,  I  cannot  omit  observing,  that 
these  orders  were  given  with  the  fuH  piesumption,  that 
the  business  which  1  laid  before  Congress  in  February 
last  would  have  been  settled  long  before  these  des** 
patches  should  come  to  my  hands*  However  sensibly 
my  court  will  be  disappointed  in  her  expectations,  I 
shall  add  nothing  to  the  information  and  observations 
which  with  the  warmest  zeal  for  the  interest  and  ho- 
nour of  both  countries,  and  by  the  duties  of  my  office 
and  my  inslnrctions,  I  found  myself  bound  to  deliver 
from  time  to  time  to  Congress,  in  the  course  of  this 
bosiness.  The  apprehension  of  giving  new  matter  t6 
those  who  endeavour  to  throw  blame  upon  Congress, 
ia  a  new  motive  for  me  to  remain  silent*  I  beg  only 
to  remind  this  honourable  body  of  the  aforesaid  infer- 
mation  and  reflections,  and  particularly  of  those  which 
I  had  the  honour  to  deliver  to  ah  assembly  similar  to 
the  present.  I  shall  only  insist  on  a  single  point,  which 
I  established  then,  and  since  in  one  of  my  memorials, 
namely,  the  manifest  and  striking  necessity  of  enabling 
Spain,  by  the  determination  of  just  and  moderate  terms, 
to  press  upon  England  with  her  good  offices,  and  to 
bring  her  mediation  to  an  issue,  in  order  that  we  may 
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know  wheditr  we  are  to^expect  war  or  peace.  This 
step  is  looked  opon  in  Europe  as  immediately  neces* 
aary.  It  was  the  proper  object  of  the  message  I  de* 
Uvered  in  Febroary  last.  I  established  then  the  strong 
reasons  which  require,  that  at  the  same  time  and  with- 
out delay,  proper  terms  should  be  offered  to  his  catho- 
lick  majesty,  in  order  to  reconcile  him  perfectly  to 
the  American  interest.  I  did  not  ooaceal,  that  it  was 
to  be  feared,  that  any  condition  inconsistent  with  the 
established  form  of  the  alliance,  which  is  the  binding 
and  only  law  of  the  allies,  and  contrary  to  the  line  of 
conduct  which  Spain  pursued  in  the  course  of  her  media- 
tion, would  lead  her  to  drop  the  mediation,  and  pre- 
vent his  catbolick  majesty,  by  motives  of  honour  and 
faithfulness,  from  joining  in  our  common  cause,  and 
from  completing  the  intended  triumvirate.  No  lossi 
no  unhappy  event  could  be  so  heavy  on  the  alliance  as 
this.  Indeed  ahhough  the  British  forces  are  already 
kept  in  check  by  the  combined  efforts  of  France  and 
America,  it  is  nevertheless  evident  that  the  accession 
of  Spain  only  can  give  to  the  alliance  a  decided  supe- 
riority adequate  to  our  purposes,  and  free  us  from  the 
fatal  chance  that  a  single  unlucky  event  may  overturn 
the  balance. 

The  report  and  papers  therein  referred  to  being 
read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  Thursday  next. 


n3&] 
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JULY  17,   1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  subject  ander  debate  the  first 
of  this  month ;  and  the  third  proposition  and  the 
amendment  being  read,  a  motion  was  made  bj  Mr. 
Huntington,- seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  that  the  farther 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

On  the  question  for  (Postponing,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


No. 
No 

No. 
No 


.1 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 


No. 
No 


No. 


No. 


No. 


Mr.  Huntington,    Ay. )  a 
Mr.  Spencer,         Ay.  j 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 


Ay.^ 

z  K 

Ay.J 

Ay.) 
Ay.^ 


Ay. 


Mr.  Shippen,        No. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.  ^  No. 

Mr.  M'Lene,         No. 


vot.  II. 


Mr.  Dickinson,  Ay. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  Ay. 

Mr.  M^Kean,  Ay. 

26 


At* 


SKBBT  JOOBMAL4  CJ^  11; 

Maryland,  Mr.  Carmicbaeli   Ay*). 

Mr.  Forbes,  Ay.  $  ^^• 

Virginia,  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr*  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

North  Carolltia,       Mr.  Peiin, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpei 

South  CaroltAi,        Mr^  Laurens,        iTo..)  t^_.  _ 

Mr.  Drayton,        Ay.  \  ^'^'"">- 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  fourth  proposition  was  then  read,  ^^  That  the 
^^  faith  of  Congress  be  pledged  to  the  several  states, 
"  that,  without  their  unanimous  consent,  no  treaty  of 
^*  commerce  shall  be  formed  with  Great  Britain  pre- 
'^  vious  to  such  stipulation.^' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Huntington,  seconded 
by  Mr.  M'Kean,  to  amend  the  latter  part  so  as  to  read, 
*^  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be  entered  into,  or  any 
"  trade  or  cominerce  whatsoever  carried  on  with  Great 
*'  Britain,  without  an  explicit  stipulation  on  her  part, 
'^  not  to  molest  or  disturb  the  inhabitants  of  the  Unit- 
"  ed  Slates  of  America  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks  of 
*'  Newfoundland,  and  other  fisheries  in  the  American 
"seas  any  where,  excepting  within  the  distance  of 
'^  three  leagues  of  the  shores  of  the  territories  remain* 
''  ing  to  Great  Britain,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  if  a 
*'  nearer  distance  cannot  be  obtained  by  negotiation.*' 


if»0 


ftmSIOEr  AFT AOUL 


JULY  22,  1779. 

Congrefis  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject under  debate  on  the  17th ;  and  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  amendmentt 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Smrtb^  to  strike  out  the  words  ^^  without  their 
''  unanimous  consent.^' 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  those  words  stand,  the 
yeas  and  tityu  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry<-^ 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody, 

Masfi^ichusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Hoiten, 


Rhode  Islandi 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jer^y, 
Pennsyhrartfa, 


Mr#  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Speiicer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  DudQe, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  FeU, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Lene, 


z\''- 


Ay. 


^y*  I  At 

Ay.  I  ^'• 

^y- 1  At 
Ay.  I  A'- 

Ay.^ 

Ay.J 


t\ 


At. 


^y-  Iat 

Av.  C 

Ay.) 
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[Julf  SS, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr,  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Divided* 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


Ay. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Dickinson,  to  amend  the  proposition  by  adding,  '*  Pro- 
'<  vided,  that  this  resolution  shall  not  impede  a  treaty 
«  for  concluding  the  present  war." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke — 


No.  5  No. 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Hohen, 


Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Collins,         No.  ^No. 


Connecticut, 


Mr.  HuntingXon,    No.  )  ^ 
Mr.  Spencer,        No.  3 


rm.] 


FOBBOir  A1TJU1I8. 


New  Yofky 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr«  Duape, 
Mr.   Morris, 
Mr  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, . 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Artfistnong, 
Mr.  Shfpnen, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Lene, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

• 

Mr.  Carniichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Fenn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Hewes, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


No.j 


No. 
No 


: 


No. 


No.^ 
No.  I 
No.  f 
No.J 


No. 


nJ.*  5  *>'»»»«)• 


No. 


No. 


Ar. 


No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Burke,  to  add,  "  Provided  this  resolution  shall  not 
"  be  binding  oa  any,  unless  a  majority  of  the  states  ia 
"  this  union  shall  agree  to  make  peace  with  Great  Bri- 
"  tain,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  alliance 
"  with  France." 


SEOMBT  JOUUIALii 


U^ 


On  the  (jtiMidon  to  agm  to  Ihis  amenteenk,  the 
yeas  and  wyh  being  rec|ti{red  by  Mr.  Smith- 


New  Hampshire,    Mr*  Whipple, 

Mr.  PdabMy, 

Massachusetts  Bay,Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr#  Lovell, 
Mr*  HoUen, 


Rhode  Islan^^t 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Vii]ginia, 


No. 

No, 


No. 


No. 

No->WO. 
No. 


No. 
No. 

No. 

No, 


No.^ 
No.  Uo. 


Mr.  Marcbantt 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr*  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M^Lene, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M*Kean, 

Mr.  Cannicbael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 


Mr.  Randolph,  excused. 


No. 


No. 


nJ!  I  I^'V"^"- 

Ay.) 
No,>At. 


Art 


imi) 


North  Carolinai 


South  Carolitta, 


Mr.  Penn, 
Mr*  Bitfktf, 
Mr.  HeweSf 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr*  LaarMM) 
Mr.  Drayioni 


No. 
No 


: 


No. 


So  it  paused  io  the  negative. 

Oo  the  qQettioo  to  agree  to  the  proposition  lui 
amended,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr« 
Forbes — 


New  Hampshirei      Mr.  Peabody,        Ay.  ^At« 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lot  ell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Mr.  Merchant, 


Ay. 
Ay.>  At. 

Ay. 

>Ar. 


Mr.  Huntington,    Ay.  )  . 
Mr.  Spencer,         Ay.  3 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 


Ay.j 

Ay.} 
Ay.  5 


At. 


Ar. 


Mr.  Armstrong,  Ay, 

Mr.  Shippen,  Ay. 

Mr.  Munlenberg,  Ay. 

Mr.  M^Lene,  Ay, 


Mr.  Dickinson,      No.  )  ri.„,^._ 
Mr.  M«ean,         Ay.  \  Divimh. 
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So  it  was 

V 

Resolved,  That  the  .faith  of  Congress  be  pledg- 
ed  to  the  several  states,  that  without  their  uoani- 
moas  consent,  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be  entered 
into,  or  any  trade  or  commerce  whatever  carried  on 
with  Great  Britain,  without  an -explicit  stipulation  on 
her  part  not  to  molest  or  disturb  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland  and  other  fisheries  in  the  American 
seas  anywhere,  excepting  within  the  distance  of  three 
leagues  of  the  shores  of  the  territories  remaining  to 
Great  Britain  at  the  close  of  the  war,  if  a  nearer  dis- 
tance cannot  be  obtained  by  negotiation. 

JULY  24,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  sub* 
ject  under  debate  the  23d ;  and  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Drayton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to  reconsider 
the  first  proposition  passed  the  24th  June  last,  to  the 
end  that  the  description  of  the  fishery  therein  may  be 
altered  so  as  to  agree  with  the  description  in  the  fourth 
proposition  as  passed  on  the  22d  of  this  month. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  first  proposition  be  re- 
considered, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Drayton — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,        No.  )  ^ 

Mr.  Pea  body,        No.  5 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell,  No.  ^  No. 

Mr.  Holten, 


WioieMtiid, 


Conoedicu^ 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 
PenoBylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 
V  irgioiai 


North  Caroliaa, 


TCHMI  AFMttik 

Mr*  Marehant,  ll<i« )  m^ 

Mr.  Collkis,  Wo.  I  ^^* 

•  Mr.  Hantiogtoo,  No*  )  a| 

Mr.  Spencer,  No.  5 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Dqane, 

Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 


No.J 

1 1 "- 


Mr.  Armstrong,     No. ) 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  >  No* 
Mr.  M'Lene,         No. ) 

Mr.  Dickinson,  excused* 

Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Forb^ft 

Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  M'Keaoi 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Randolph, 

Mr*  Burke^ 
Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


No,) 
No.  5 

Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


Mo. 


Ar. 


Ay.) 


Ar. 


South  Carolinai       Mr*  Drayton, 


>At< 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by 
Mr*  Drayton,  That  it  be  resolved  that  the  next  pre- 
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ceding  resolution  is  to  be  so  understood,  tlittt  if  tbo 
fisheries  therein  described  shall  be  effectually  secured 
to  these  states  by  Great  Britain,  though  not  by  the  ez- 
IM*ess  stipulation  therein  mentioned,  these  states  will 
agree  to  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  that  kingdom  on 
just  and  reasonable  terms. 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the  pre?ious 
question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Kean,  seconded  by  Mr« 
M'Lene. 

And  on  the  ''question  to  agree  to  the  previous  ques- 
tion, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Dray* 
ton—  • 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,        Ay. )  ^^^ 

Mr.  Peabody,       Ay.  3 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lovell,  Ay.  >  j^^ 

Mr.  Holten,  Ay.  > 

Rhode  Island,'  Mr.  Merchant,      Ay. )  ^^^ 

Mr.  Collins,  Ay.  > 

Connecticfiti  Mr.  Huntington,   Ay.  )  ^ 

Mr.  Spencer,        Ay.  J 

NewYork^  Mr.  Jajr,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Duane,  Ay.  w^, 

Mr.  Morris,  Ay.  f 

Mr.  Lewis,  Ay. J 

Pennsylvania!  Mr.  Armstrong,     Ay.  )  ^^^ 

Mr.  M'Lene,         Ay. ) 

Delaware,  Mr.  Dickinson,     No. 

Mr.  Vandyke,        Ay. }  At. 
Mr.  M'Keau)        Ay. 


ymj 
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Mary  land. 

Mr.  Henry, 
Mr,  Forbes, 

z]^- 

Virginiai 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Raodolpby 

No,-* 

zW 

No.J 

North  Carolina, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Hewes, 

No.) 
No.  >  No. 
Nq.J 

South  Carolina, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

No.  SNo. 

ni 


So  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  maia 
question  was  set  aside. 


JULY  39>  1779, 

The  fifth  proposition  being  read — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postf 
poned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hun* 
tington. 

Resolved,  That,  if  after  a  treaty  of  peace  wiCk 
Great  Britain,  she  shall  molest  the  citizens  or  inhabi- 
tants of  any  of  the  United  States  in  taking  fish  on 
the  banks  and  places  described  in  the  resolution  passed 
the  33d  day-  of  July,  instant^  such  molestation  (being 
in  the  opinion  of  Congress  a  direct  violation  and 
breach  of  the  peace)  shall  be  a  eommon  cau^e  of  th^ 
said  states;  and  the  force  of  the  union  be  exerted  ta 
obtain  redress  for  the  parties  injured* 


V^m, 


Oo  the  qwMtion  to  agr«e  to  this,  the  yeu  cud  m^ 
being  reqofared  by  Mr.  Smith-*- 


New  Hampsbiie,      Mr»  Whipple^ 

Mr.  Peabody, 

MaMachosetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  LoTell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Ay.? 
Ay.  5 


At. 


Rhode  Island, 


Conoecticvty 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


PenasylvUDidy 


Delaware, 


Merytead^ 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr«  CoWos, 

Mr.  HuntiDgton, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mf.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  HoustoB, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Lene, 

Mr.  Diekioson, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Carmtchael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr«  Smith, 
Mr:  Pleasing, 
Mr.  Randolpbt 


Ay.) 

Ay.  >  At. 
Ay.S 


No.) 

NoA  No. 
No.) 


No. 
No. 
No. 


Noi 


ma) 


watamm  jotMOM. 


iii 


North  CtrdliiMf 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Pofitiy  HoA 

Mr.  Haniet,  No*  I 

Mr.  Burke,  No.  >No. 

Mr.  Hewes,  No.  j 

Mr.  Sharpe,  No.  J 


Mr.  Laurent, 
Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


So  it  wai  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


JULY  31,  1779. 

The  gubject  being  again  resumed,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr*  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Marchant,  t/b 
take  Into  consideration  the  third  proposition,  which  was 
postponed  on  the  17th  instant. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry-^ 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple^ 

Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr«  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Ay.) 


At. 


Rhode  Islandi 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr*  Lewis, 


No. 
No 


: 


No. 


No.j 


tu 


Kew  Jersey^ 
Pennsylvania, 
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Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 


P«<trWf 


Pelaware, 


liaryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


No. 

No 


:1 


No. 


Mr.  Armstrong,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Shippen,  Ay.  I 

Mr.  Searle,  No.  >Art 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  J 

Mr.  M^Lene,  Ay.J 

Mr.  Dickinson,  No. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  No.  5^  No, 

Mr.  M'Kean,  No< 


Mr.  Carmichael,   No. 
Mr.  Henry,  No. 

Mr.  Forbes,  No. 


No, 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Randolph, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Hewes, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


No.) 

N0.VN0, 

No-i 

No.^ 
No. 

No.  >No. 
No. 
No.J 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  then  pcoceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  from  Mr.  Lee, 
and  the  communications  of  the  minister  of  France ;  and 
the  preliminary  article  being  read,  viz.  '^  That  pre- 
»<  vious  to  any  treaty,  or  negotiation  for  peace,  the 
^'  liberty,  sovereignty,  and  independence  of  these 
*^  United  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as 
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((  of  commerce,  be  acknowledged  on  the  ptrt  of  Great 
«  Britain"-^ 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  fiurke,  seconded  by  llr« 
Daane,  after  tb<e  word  ^'  acknowledged,"  to  insert  the 
words  *^  or  tacitly  assured.'' . 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  Amendment,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Massachusetts  bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


>'No. 


tlhode  Island, 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 
Pe  nnsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 


Mr.  Huntington,   No.  )  ^ 
Mr.  Spencer,        No.  5  ^^* 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 


Ay.J 

nJ:  ]  D'^'"^ 

No.^ 


Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Searle,  No.  li^^ 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  f^^' 

Mr.  M^Lene,  No.  J 

Mr.  Vandyke,  No.  )  ^ 

Mr.  M'Kean,  No.  5^^* 

Mr.  Carmichael,  Ay.  )  . 

Mr.  Forbes,  Ay.  5 


Mr.  Smith,  Ay. 

Mr.  Fleming,        Ay. 
Mr*  Randolph,     Ay. 


At. 


North  GM«liii»»       Mr^PeaOf  Ay^^ 

Mr.  Haroet,  Ay.  I 

•> 


Mr.  Burket  Ay.  ^Ar. 

Mr.  Hewes,  Ay« 

Mr.  Sbarpe,  Mo. 


Soatb  Carolina,        Mr.  LaorenSi 

Mr.  Mathews,      Ho.  ^  No. 
Bfr.  DmytoBi 

So  it  paMed  in  the  negative. 


AUGUST  2r  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  S.  Hqntington,  Mr* 
Morrit,  Mr»  Laurens,  Mr.  Sipitbt  an^  Mr.  M'Kean,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  minister  plenipo* 
tentia^y  of  France  of  the  36tb  July,  with  sundry  papers 
relating  thereto,  and  who  were  authorized  to  confer 
with  the  president  and  supreme  executive  couneil  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  minister  and  consul  of  France,  and 
directed  to  prepare  and  report  a  state  of  facts,  together 
with  their  opinion  of  the  measures  proper  to  adopt 
thereupon,  report — 

That  they  have  considered  the  several  papers  refer- 
red to  them  9  and  agreeably  to  the  authority  given,  bad 
held  a  conference  thereon  with  the  president  and  su- 
preme executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  minii- 
ter  plenipotentiary  of  France.  That  it  would  consume 
much  time  to  prepare  and  report  a  full  state  of  facts, 
and  procrastinate  the  determinations  of  Congress, 
which  the  exigency  of  affairs  will  not  properly  admit 
4>f,  they  therefore  pray  the  indulgence  of  the  house 
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to  confine  themselves  to  those  things  only  which  are 
of  more  immediate  importance  ;  and  they  report, 

!•  That  they  are  fully  convinced  the  charges  made 
against  the  consul  of  Fraoee  in  the  Pennsylvania  pack- 
et of  the  34th  July,  1779,  are  anjnst  and  ill  grounded. 

2.  That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  coun- 
cil of  Pennsylvania  have  already  taken  measures  to  ob- 
tain and  restore  the  flour  taken  from  the  said  consul, 
and  mentioned  in  the  said  publication. 

3.  That  the  said  president  and  council  have  assured 
the  committee  of  their  solicitude  to  do  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  redress  the  matters  contained  in  the 
said  memorial. 

4.  That  the  persons  who  have  been  guilty  of  the 
violeaces  and  insults  complained  of  are  not  known  to 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  as  having 
any  legal  authority. 

6.  That  by  the  said  laws  are  punishable,  as  well  vio- 
lences and  insults  against  the  laws  of  nations,  as  those 
against  the  laws  of  property  and  personal  freedom. 

6.  That  individuals  in  the  several  states  may  ht  led 
to  question  not  only  the  authority,  but  even  the  office 
of  foreign  consuls,  from  the  defect  of  a  due  notification 
thereof  to  the 'executive  powers  of  the  said  states  re- 
spectively.   And 

7.  That  it  appears  proper  to  give  to  the  minister  of 
France  full  and  explicit  assurances  of  protection  for 
the  servants  of  his  most  christian  majesty. 

VOL.  II.  28 
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AUGUST  3,  1779. 

Congress  resamed  the  consideration  of  the  prelimi- 
nary article ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Borke;  seconded 
by  Mr.  Duane, 

Resolved}  That  the  word  ^^  acknowledged''  be  ez- 
panged  ;  and  that  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  ^  assured'* 
be  inserted.  And  that  after  <^  Great  Britain"  be 
inserted  the  words,  "  agreeable  to  the  eighth  article 
'^  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  his  most  christian 
'^  majesty  and  these  United  States." 

And  on  the  question, 

Resolved,  n.  d.  c,  That  previous  to  *any  treaty,  ot 
negotiation  for  peace,  the  liberty,  sovereignty,  and  in- 
dependence, absolute  and  unlimited,  of  these  United 
States,  as  well  in  matters  of  government,  as  of  com- 
merce, shall  be  assured  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
agreeable  to  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  the  United  States. 

And  if  the  same  shall  be  done^ 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  or  ministers  of  these 
United  States  assist  at,  and  contract  and  stipulate  in 
such  negotiation  for  peace,  as  may  be  set  on  foot 
under  the  mediation  of  his  catholick  majesty,  or  other* 
wise. 

AUGUST  4,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  prepare  instructions  for  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
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of  these  United  States  to  be  appointed  for  negotiating 
a  treaty  of  peace. 

The  memben— Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Han- 
tington,  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  Mr.  M^Kean. 

AUGUST  «,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  letters  from  Mr.  Lee,  and  com- 
munications of  the  minister  of  France.  And  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  M'Kean,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  report  as  re- 
lates to  the  obtaining  a  subsidy  from  Spain  be  post- 
poned. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  M^Kean,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Morris, 

That,  if  contrary  to  the  humane  wishes  of  the  United 
States,  Great  Britain  should  obstinately  persist  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  present  unjust  war,  the  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary of  these  United  States  be  instructed  and 
empowered  to  consult  on,  prepare  and  conclude,  with 
the  ministers  of  his  most  christian  and  of  his  catholick 
majesty,  a  treaty  or  treaties,  offensive  and  defensive ; 
in  which  offensive  treaty,  nevertheless,  he  shall  insert, 
on  the  part  of  these  states,  a  proper  article  or  articles 
for  obtaining  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  islands  of 
Bermuda ;  and  an  equal  share  in,  and  full  acknow- 
ledgment of,  the  equal  common  right  of  these  states  to 
the  fisheries. 


890 


8£CR£T  JOURNAL, 


CAi«.«i 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Burke,  after  the  word  "  Bermuda,'^  to  insert "  the 
*'  Floridas.'^ 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr«  Mathews— 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 

Ay.) 

Ay.$ 


Ay. 


Ay. 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  M^Lene, 

Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 


j7*  J  DlVIDBD. 


No. 
No 

No. 

Ay 


:1 


No. 


Divided. 


Aj.J 


Mr.  Carmichael,  No.  )  ^ 

Mr.  Forbes,  No.  5  "^' 

Mr.  Smith,  Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  Fleming,  Ay.  >  Ay. 

Mr.  Randolph,  Ay. 


I^orth  CaroiiM, 


Sooth  Carolina, 


Mr.  Penn, 
Mr*  Hamet, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Hei^ea, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Burke,  to  insert  after  ^^  Floridas,''  the  words  "  the  free 
'^  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the 
yeaa  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 


Coniiecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Artostrong, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr*  M^Lene, 


)^No. 

Ay- 1  Ay 

Ay.  \  A^- 

No!  \  '^'V'D*'^- 


No. 
No 


No. 


At. 


Ay.) 
Ay.  J 

Ayj 


Delaware) 


Maryland, 
Virginia^ 
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Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 


[Ami.%^ 


Mr.  Carmichael,   No. )  «t 
Mr.  Forbes,  No.  > 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Randolph, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Hewes, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflSrmative. 

AUGUST  7,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  propo- 
sition under  debate  on  the  5th;  and  the  same,  as 
amended,  being  set  aside  by  the  previous  question,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Burke, 

That,  if  contrary  to  the  humane  wishes  of  the 
United  States,  Great  Britain  should  obstinately  persist 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  present  unjust  war,  the  mioisr 
ter  of  these  United  States  be  empowered  and  directed  tt 
solicit  a  subsidy  from  his  catholick  majesty,  and  to  con- 
sult with  the  ministers  of  the  said  king  and  of  bis  most 
christian  majesty,  and  with  them  prepare  such  article 
or  articles  of  treaty,  as  the  situation  and  conjuncture 


/ 
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of  aflbirs '  may  render  necessary ;  and  transmit  the 
same  to  Congress  for  their  consideration. 

After  debate,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke, 
seconded  by  Mr*  Morrisi  to  strike  out  the  words  ^^  and 
"  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  and  with  them  prepare 
"  such  article  or  articles  as  the  situation  and  conjuncture 
"  of  affairs  may  render  necessary,^'  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert,  **  on  the  consideration  which  he  may  be  wil- 
^*  ling  to  receive  from  the  United  States  in  return  for 
*^  such  subsidy.'^  And  on  the  question,  Shall  the 
words  moved  to  be  struck  out,  stand,  the  vote  passed  in 
the  negative. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  words  moved,  be  inserted, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr*  Gerry-— 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody,  ^No. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  No. )  «j^ 

Mr.  Holten,  No.  5  ^^*  ^ 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Marchant,      No. )  ^ 

Mr.  Collins,  No.  5  ^^' 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington,    Ay. )  ^ 

Mr.  Spencer,         Ay. ) 

New  York,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Shippen,        Aj.^ 

Mr.  Atlee,  Ay.  I  * 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.  p^' 
Mr.  M'Lene^         Ay./ 


flKsncr  jmnuML. 


I^^t4, 


DeltwavB^ 
Maryland, 

Yirgjuiia, 


North  CaroliDa, 


South  Carolinai 


Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mn  Fleming, 
Mr.  Randolph, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr*  Harnet, 
Mr.  Burkci 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay. 
Ay, 
Ay. 


At. 


Ay.^ 

Ay.J 


Ay. 
Ay. 
Ay. 


Ar. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatiye. 

AUGUST  13,  1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  be 
appointed  for  negotiating  a  peace,  brought  in  a  draft 
which  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  debated  by 
paragraphs. 


AUGUST  14,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  in- 
structions to  the  minister  to  be  appointed  for  negotiat- 
ing a  peace ;  and  unanimously  agreed  to  the  following 
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draft  of  instructions  to  the  commissioner  to   be  ap* 
pointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 


8IR9 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  commission,  giving  you 
full  power  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  in  doing  which  you  will  conform  to  the  follow- 
ing information  and  instructions. 

!•  The  United  States  are  sincerely  desirous  of 
peace,  and  wish  by  every  means,  consistent  with  their 
dignity  and  safety,  to  spare  the  further  effusion  of  blood. 
fThey  have,  therefore,  by  your  commission  and  these 
instructions,  laboured  to  remove  the  obstacles  to  that 
event,  before  the  enemy  have  evidenced  their  disposi- 
tion for  it.  But  as  the  great  object  of  the  present  de- 
fensive war  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  is  to  establish  the 
independence  of  the  United  States,  and  as  any  treaty 
whereby  this  end  cannot  be  obtained  must  be  only  os- 
tensible and  illusory,  you  are,  therefore,  to  make  it  a 
preliminary  article  to  any  negotiation,  that  Great  Britain 
shall  agree  to  treat  with  the  United  States  as  sovereign, 
firee,  and  independent. 

2»  You  shall  take  especial  care  also,  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  said  states  be  effectually  assured  and 
coo6rmed  by  the  treaty  or  treaties  of  peace,  according 
to  the  form  and  effect  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  with  his 
most  christian  majesty.  And  you  shall  not  agree  to 
such  treaty  or  treaties,  unless  the  same  be  thereby  so 
assured  and  confirmed* 

3.  The  boundaries  of  these  states  are  as  follows, 
viz.    These  states  are  bounded  north,  by  a  line  to  be 


dnwfi  frMi  the  &<»rth»w«it  togle  of  Kbvt  Scotia  along 
the  highlands  which  divide  those  rivers  which  empty 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  from  those 
which  fall  into  the  Atlantick  oceaa,to  the  north-western- 
most  head  of  Connecticut  river ;  thence  down  along  the 

ft 

middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north 
latitude ;  thence  due  west  in  the  latitude  forty-five  de- 
grees north  from  the  equator  to  the  north- westernmost 
side  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  or  Cadaraqui ;  (hence 
straight  to  the  south  end  of  Nepissing ;  and  thence 
straight  to  the  source  of  the  river  Mississippi :  west,  by 
a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi from  its  source  to  where  the  said  line  shall  inter- 
sect the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude ;  south,  by 
a  line  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  termination  of  the 
line  last  mentioned  in  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degrees 
north  from  the  equator  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Appa- 
lachicola,  or  Catahouchi ;  thence  along  the  middle 
thereof  to  its  junction  with  the  Flint  river ;  thence  straight 
to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river;  and  thence  down 
along  the  middle  of  St.  Mary's  river  to  the  Atlantick 
ocean :  and  east,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle 
of  St.  John's  river  from  its  source  to  its  mouth  in  thtf 
bay  of  Fundy,  comprehending  all  islands  within  twenty 
leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  the  United  StateS| 
and  lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the 
points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries  between  Nova 
Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  East  Florida  on  the  other 
part,  shall  respectively  touch  the  hay  of  Fuhdy  and 
Atlantick  ocean.  You  are,  therefore,  strongly  to  con- 
tend that  the  whole  of  the  said  countries  and  islands 
lying  within  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  and  every  cita- 


del,  fort,  poftt,  place,  barboiur  and  road  to  tbem  bdonf^ 
ing,  be  absolutely  e^racuated  by  the  land  and  sea  forces 
of  bia  Britanoick  majeaiy,  and  yielded  to  tbe  powers 
of  the  states  to  whicb  they  respectively  belong,  io  such 
aituaUoD  as  they  may  be  at  the  temnnalioo  of  the  war* 
But,  DOtwitbstanding  the  clear  right  of  these  states^  and 
the  importance  of  the  object,  yet  they  are  so  much  in- 
fluenced by  the  dictates  of  religion  and  humanity,  and 
so  desirous  of  complying  with  the  earnest  re(]piest  of 
their  allies,  that  if  the  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  nouth 
of  tbe  lake  Nepissing  to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi 
cannot  be  obtained  without  continuing  tbe  war  for  that 
purpose,  you  are  hereby  empowered  to  agree  to  some 
other  line  between  that  point  and  the  river  Mississippi ; 
jirovided  Uie  same  shall  in  no  part  thereof  be  to  the 
southward  of  latitude  forty-fire  degrees  north.  And  in 
like  manner,  if  the  eastern  boundary  above  described 
Mnnot  be  obtained,  you  are  hereby  empowered  to 
agree^  that  the  same  shall  be  afterwards  adjusted,  by 
oeosmissioners  to  be  duly  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
aocotdiag  to  such  line  as  shall  be  by  them  settled  and 
agreed  on,  as  the  boundary  between  that  part  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  formerly  called  the  province 
of  Maine,  and  the  colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  agreeably  to 
their  respective  rights.     And  you  may  also  consent^ 
that  the  enemy  shall  destroy  such  fortifications  as  they 
may  have  erected. 

4.  Although  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
peace  and  commerde  of  the  United  States  that  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia  should  be  ceded,  and  more  particu* 

« 

larly  that  their  equal  common  right  to  the  fisherifo 
should  be  gtuMntied  to  them^  yet  a  desire  of  terounaW 


ing  tbe  war  bas  induced  us  not  to  make  the  acquisition 
of  these  ot^ecu  an  ultimatum  on  the  pre^nt  occasion* 

5.  You  are  empowered  to  agree  to  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  during  the  negotiation ;  provided  our  ally 
shall  consent  to  the  same;  and  provided  it  shall  be 
stipulated  that  all  the  forces  of  the  enemy  shall  be  im- 
mediately withdrawn  from  the  United  States. 

6.  In  all  other  matters  not  abovetnentioned,  you 
are  to  govern  yourself  by  the  alliance  between  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  these  states ;  by  the  advice  of 
our  allies ;  by  your  knowledge  of  our  interests ;  and  by 
your  own 'discretion,  in  which  we  repose  the  fullest' 
confidence* 

In  debating  the  prelimiiiary  article,  on  Friday  the 
Idthf  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Randolph,  after  the  words  ^^  as  sovereign,  free  and 
*'  independent,"  to  add,  '^  if  an  express  acknowledg- 
<^  ment  of  the  said  independence  shall  be  absolutely 
<^  refused  by  the  kiiig  of  Great  Britain."  And  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Burke- 
New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr,  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Merchant,       No. ) 

Mr.  Collins,  No.  $ 

ConnecticBt,  Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Root, 


vm.} 
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N«w  YoAj 


New  Jeney, 


Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Yirginiai 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr«  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scodder, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 


No. 

No. 
No. 


No. 


PenDtylvania,  Mr.  Atlee, 


No.) 

No.>No. 

Ay.S 

Mr.  Searle,  No.  Ljf^^ 


Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No. 
Mr.  Wynkoop,      No.  J 


Mr,  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Cannichael, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Flemingt 
Mr.  Randolph, 

Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


>No. 


Ay.) 


No. 
Mo 


■.V 


No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  likewise  agreed  to  the  followiog  draft  of 
instructions  to  the  commissioner  to  be  appointed  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain. 


SIR, 


You  will  herewith  receive  a  commission,  giving  you 
fuU  power  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great 


Britain,  in  doing  which  you  will  consider  yooMeiriKmiid 
by  the  following  information  and  infltnictions  : 

1  •  You  will  govern  yourselfprincipally  by  the  treaty 
of  commerce  with  hit  most  chriatian  majeity }  and  aa^ 
on  the  one  band,  you  shall  {;rant  no  privilege  to  Great 
Britain  not  granted  by  that  treaty  to  France,  so,  on  the 
other,  you  aball  not  consent  16  any  peculiar  rettrictiona 
or  limitations  whatever  in  favour  of  Great  Britain. 

2.  In  order  that  you  may  be  the  better  able  to  act 
with  propriety  on  this  occasion,  it  is  necessary  for  yon 
to  know«  that  we  have  determined,  1st,  that  the  commoa 
right  of  fishing  shall  in  no  case  be  given  up ;  3d,  tbftt 
it  is  essential  to  the  welfare  of  all  these  United  States, 
that  the  inhabitants  thereof,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
war,  should  continue  to  enjoy  the  free  and  undisturbed 
exercise  of  their  common  right  to  fish  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  and  the  other  fishing  banks  and  seas  of 
North  Americd,  preserving  Inviolate  the  treaties  be* 
tween  France  and  the  said  slates ;  3d,  that  application 
shall  be  made  to  his  most  christian  majesty  to  agree  to 
some  article  or  articles  for  the  better  securing  to  these 
states  a  share  in  the  said  fisheries;  4th,  that  if,  after  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  she  shall  molest  the 
citizens  or  inhabitants  of  any  of  tb^  Ullittd  $tatet|  in 
taking  fish  on  tb*  banka  and  places  herainafter  dtacrib- 
cd,  sttch  molestation  being  in  our  opinion  a  direct  vio^ 
latioa  and  breaob  oftke  paaee^  sbali  bo  a  codidion  cause 
of  the  said  states,  and  the  force  of  the  union  be  exerted 
to  obtain  redress  for  the  parties  injured ;  and  5th^  that 
our  faith  be  pledged  to  the  several  states,  that,  without 
their  unanimous  consent,  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall 
be  entered  into,  nor  any  trade  or  commerce  carried  oa 


«m.)  wmaaa  atf aduu  »i 


With  Great  BritaiD,  without  the  explicit  etlpoletloa 
hereinafter  mentiooed.  You  are  therefore  not  to  con- 
sent to  any  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britaii|  ifrith* 
out  an  explicit  «tipalatioo  on  he#^rt,  not  to  molest  or 
disturb  the  inhabitants  pf  the  United  States  of  America 
in  taking  fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  other 
fisheries  in  the  American  seas  any  where,  excepting 
within  the  distance  of  three  leagues  of  the  shdres  of  the 
territories  remaining  to  Great  Britain  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  if  a  nearer  distance  cannot  be  obtained  by  nego- 
tiation. And  in  the  negotiation  you  are  to  exert  your 
most  strenuous  endeavours  to  obtain  a  nearer  distance 
to  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawreoeet  and  particularly  along  the 
shores  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  to  which  latter  we  are  desirr 
Otts  that  even  the  shores  may  be  occasionally  used  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  oo  the  fisheries  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  states. 

3.  In  all  other  matters  you  are  to  govern  yourself 
by  your  own  discretion,  as  shall  be  most  for  the  interest 
of  these  statea,  taking  eare  that  the  said  treaty  be 
founded  on  priocipiea  of  equality  and  reciprocity,  so  at 
to  conduce  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  nations, 
but  not  to  the  exclusion  of  others. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  above  draft  of  in- 
structions, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Seudder^-* 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody,  ^No. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lovell,  Ay. )  a. 

Mr.  Holten,  Ay.  $  ^^• 

Rhode  Islands  Mr.  Merchant,      Ay«?  n.„.^.^ 

Mr.  Collins,  No.  5  "^'viDBp. 


Conoecticuti 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania! 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
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Mr.  Speocer, 
Mr.,  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Houston, 


lAMg.U. 


North  Carolina, 


Ay.> 
Ay.S 

Ay.) 

Ay.  5 

No.) 

Ay.  5 

Mr.  Mahlenberg,         ^Ay. 

Mr.  Cannichael,  No.  >  «t^ 
Mr.  Forbes,         No. ) 


At. 


Divided. 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Randolph, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hamet, 
Mr.  Hewes, 


Ay.) 
Ay.  >  At. 

Ay.i 


South  Carolina,        Mr.  Blathews, 


>No. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congress  farther  agreed  to  the  folbwtng  draft  of 
instructions  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Unit* 
ed  States  at  the  court  of  FraQce* 


SIR< 


Having  determined,  in  order  to  put  a  period  to  the 
present  war  conformably  to  the  humane  dispositions 
which  sway  the  allied  powers,  that  we  would  not  insist 
on  a  direct  acknowledgment  hy  Great  Britain  of  our 
right  in  the  fisheries,  this  important  matter  is  liable  to 
an  incertitude  which  may  be  dangerous  to  the  political 
and  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States ;  we 
have  therefore  agreed  and  resolved,  that  our  right 
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should,  ifi  no  cdse,  be  given  up ;  that  we  woald  not 
form  any  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britaia,  nor 
carry  on  any  trade  or  commerce  whatsoever  with  her, 
unless  she  shall  make  an  express  stipulation  on  that 
subject ;  and  that,  if  she  shall,  after  a  treaty  of  peace, 
disturb  the  inhabitants  of  these  states  in  the  exercise 
of  it,  we  will  make  it  a  common  cause  to  obtain  re- 
dress for  the  parties  injured.  But  notwithstanding  the 
precautions,  as  Great  Britain  may  again  light  up  the 
flames  of  war,  and  use  our  exercise  of  the  fisheries  as 
her  pretext ;  and  since  some  doubts  may  arise,  whether 
this  object  is  so  efiectually  guarded  by  the  treaty  of  al- 
liance with  his  most  christian  majesty,  that  any  moles- 
tation therein  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  casusfederiij  you  are  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
of  his  majesty  an  explanation  on  that  subject  upon  the 
principle,  that  notwithstanding  the  high  confidence  re- 
posed in  his  wisdom  and  justice,  yet  considering  the 
uncertainty  of  haman  affairs,  and  how  doubts  may  be 
afterwards  raised  in  the  breasts  of  his  royal  succes- 
sors, the  great  importance  of  the  fisheries  renders  the 
citizens  of  these  states  very  solicitous  to  obtain  his  ma- 
jesty's sense  with  relation  to  them,  as  the  best  security 
against  the  ambition  and  rapacity  of  the  British  court. 
For  this  purpose,  you  will  propose  the  following  arti- 
cle, in  which  nevertheless  such  alterations  may  be 
made,  as  the  circumstances  and  situation  of  affairs 
shall  render  convenient  and  proper.  Should  the  same 
be  agreed  to  and  executed,  you  are  immediately  to 
transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  our  minister  at  the  court  of 
Spain. 

"VOL.  II.  >30 
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Whereas  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  betveea  the  most 
cbrislian  king  and  the  United  States  of  North  Ame« 
rice,  the  two  parties  goaranty  mutually  from  that  time, 
and  for  ever,  against  all  other  powers,  to  wit :  The 
United  States  to  bis  most  christian  majesty,  the  pos- 
sessions then  appertaining  to  the  crown  of  France  in 
America,  as  well  as  those  which  it  may  acquire  by  the 
future  treaty  of  peace  ;  and  bis  most  christian  majesty 
guaranties,  on  his  part,  to  the  United  States,  their  li" 
berty,  sovereignty,  and  independence,  absolute  and 
unlimited,  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  com- 
merce, and  also  their  possessions,  and  the  additions  or 
conquests  that  their  confederation  might  obtain  during 
the  war,  according  to  the  said  treaty ;  and  the  said 
parties  did  further  agree  and  declare,  that,  in  case  of 
a  rupture  between  France  and  England,  the  «aid  re- 
ciprocal guarantee  should  have  its  full  force  and  effect, 
the  moment  such  war  should  break  out :  and  whereas 
doubts  may  hereafter  arise  how  for  the  said  gwaraii- 
tee  extends  to  this  case,  to  wit:  That  Great  Britain 
should  molest  or  disturb  the  subjects  and  inhabitants 
of  France,  or  of  the  said  states,  in  taking  fish  on 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  other  the  fishing 
banks  aod  seas  of  North  America,  formerly  and  usually 
frequented  by  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  respective* 
ly  :  And  whereas  the  said  king,  and  the  United  States 
have  thought  proper  to  determine  with  precision  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  guarantee  in  this 
respect :,  Now  therefore,  as  a  further  demonstration  of 
their  mutual  good  will  and  affection,  it  is  hereby  agreed, 
concluded  and  determined  as  follows,  to  wit :  That  if, 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  or  treaties  which 
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shall  terminate  the  present  war.  Great  Britain  shall 
molest  or  disturb  the  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  the 
said  United  States  in  taking  fish  on  the  banksi  seas  and 
places  formerly  used  and  frequented  by  them,  so  as 
not  to  encroach  on  the  territorial  rights  which  may 
remain  to  her  after  the  termination  of  the  present  war 
as  aforesaid ;  and  war  should  thereupon  break  out  be- 
tween the  said  United  States  and  Great  Britain ;  or  if 
Great  Britain  shall  molest  or  disturb  the  subjects  and 
inhabitants  of  France  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks,  seas 
and  places  formerly  used  and  frequented  by  them,  so 
as  not  to  encroach  on  the  territorial  rights  of  Great 
Britain  as  aforesaid,  and  war  should  thereupon  break 
out  between  France  and  Great  Britain ;  in  either  of 
those  cases  of  war  as  aforesaid,  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesty and  the  said  United  States  shall  make  it  a  com- 
mdn  cause,  and  aid  each  other  mutually  with  their 
good  ofiices,  their  counsels,  and  their  forces,  accord- 
ing to  the  exigence  of  conjunctures,  as  becomes  good 
and  faithful  allies  :  Provided  always,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  taken  or  understood  as  con- 
trary to,  or  inconsistent  with,  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  treaties  already  subsisting  between  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  the  said  states ;  but  the  same 
shall  be  taken  and  understood  as  explanatory  of,  and 
conformable  to  those  treaties. 

On  debating  these  instructions  by  paragraphs,  when 
the  question  was  about  to  be  put  to  agree  to  this 
clause,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
^mith— 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody,  ^Ar. 


tss 
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CSepL^ 


MasMchvaetts  Bay,  BIr.  Liovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island) 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Ay.) 
Ay.  5 


At. 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Houston, 


Ay.  ^  A'- 

^y- 1  At 
Ay.  5  At. 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


Ar. 


A?:|  *'• 


Mr.  Muhlenberg,  ^Ar. 

Mr.  Carmicbael,  Ay. )  * 

Mr.  Forbes,  Ay.  3 

Mr.  Smith,  No. 

Mr.  Fleming,  No.  ^  No. 

Mr.  Randolph,  No. 


North  Carolina,        Mr.  Harnet,  ^No.X 

Sduth  Carolina,        Mr.  Mathews,  ^At. 

So  it  was  resolred  in  the  aflSrmative. 


SEPTEMBER  3,  1779. 

The  honourable  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  France,  having  communicated  to  Congress  a 
copy  of  the  speech  with  which  he  means  to  take 
leave  of  Congress — 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 
to  prepare  an  answer.  The  members — Mr*  Dickin- 
son, Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Laurencf. 


On  motioD  of  Mr.  Scadder,  seconded  by  Ifr*  Pa- 
ca— 

Whereas  the  honoorable  sieur  Gerard,  the  first 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  these  United  States,  hath 
before,  as  well  as  since  their  treaty  with  France,  uni- 
formly, ably,  and  zealously  promoted  the  objects  of  the 
alliance  and  the  welfare  of  both  nations : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  do  request  Mr.  Ge- 
rard to  sit  for  his  picture  before  he  leaves  this  city  | 
and  that  the  same  be  placed  in  the  council  chambelir 
of  the  United  States. 

SEPTEMBER  4,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr. 
M'Kean,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Randolph,  and  Mr.  Hen- 
ry, to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  July  6,  1779^ 
from  William  Bingham,  report — 

That  the  two  cases  mentioned  in  the  said  letter  ap- 
pear as  follows : 

1.  Elisha  Gajne,  a  native  and  citizen  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  on  the  fifth  day  of  October  last,  sailed 
from  Matchepungo  inlet,  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  as 
master  of  the  sloop  Kitty,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Edward 
Curtis,  Isaac  and  Thoroughgood  Smith  and  company, 
inhabitants  and  citizens  of  Virginia  aforesaid.  The 
sloop  was  cleared  out  for  St.  Domingo,  but  the  owners 
ordered  him  to  proceed  to  Bermudas,  to  procure  a  load 
of  salt.  A  master  and  part  of  a  crew  embarked  on 
board  of  the  said  sloop,  for  Bermudas,  to  take  charge 
of  a  vessel  which  his  owners  had  built  there.  Bad 
weather  and  contrary  winds  induced  him  to  bear  away 


away  for  St.  Eustatia ;  aikl  in  Chat  cowse,  on*  the  ^d 
of  November,  he  fell  in  with  an  armed  sloop  of  eight 
gtiflBy  which  gave  hiai  chase  oader  Engli A  colours,  and 
which  he  believed  to  be  a  British  privateer.  .This  in* 
dnced  him  to  throw  overboard  a  letter  he  had  from 
his  owner,  directed  to  a  merchant  in  Bermndas,  which 
he  had  orders  to  do  if  closely  parsued.  When  the 
privateer  cane  up  with  him,  she  fired  under  French 
colours,  upon  which  he  immediately  hove  to,  thinking 
her  to  belong  to  subjects  of  bis  most  christian  majesty. 
He  was  brought  on  board  the  privateer,  with  bis  mate, 
a  mariner,  and  a  passenger,  and  carried  to  Basseterre 
in  Guadaloupe ;  and  there  he  and  his  crew  were  thrown 
into  gaol,  kept  in  the  closest  confinement,  and  his 
sicfop  was  tried  and  condemned  as  lawful  prize,  in  the 
court  of  admiralty  ;  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  captors.  WliUam  Bingham,  agent 
for  the  United  States  at  Martinique,  complained  of  this 
proceeding  to  the  count  D^Arband,  governour  general 
of  Basseterre,  Guadaloupe,  in  a  letter  dated  Decem- 
ber  8,  1778.  The  governour,  in  his  answer  of  the 
18th  of  the  same  month,  justifies  the  sentence  of  the 
court  of  admiralty,  and  alleges,  that  the  reasons  on 
which  the  same  was  grounded,  to  wit :  the  throwing  pa- 
pers overboard,  and  having  two  blank  passports,  were 
sufficient. 

2.  Mr.  Benjamin  Putnam,  a  native  and  citizen  of 
the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  embarked  on  board 
an  American  privateer,  which  was  captured  by  the 
enemy,  and  carried  into  Antigua,  where  he  and  the 
rest  of  the  crew  were  confined  as  prisoners  of  war. 
He  made  his  escape  from  prison,  and  lay  some  tfme 
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cMcealedia  the  town  of  Su  Jobn^i  aad  o«  IwglketiC 
a  sloop  out  of  tbe  harbour;  aid  id  her^  alrivedi  with 
aaotber  Amerieoo  proooor ,  aod  ilurleeit  if egroes,  and 
siindrj  artklot- of  ciJ!gO|  at  Point  a  Peire,  Guadalou|>6« 
A  few  days  after  his  arrival  there,  the  governour  of  Ao» 
tigua  seat  a  flag  of  truoe  to  reclaim  tbe  vaeseli  negroes, 
&€•  ia  virtae  of  aa  agreemeat  entered  lalo  betweea 
some  of  the  Preach  and  British  governoun  of  tbe  Weat 
India  islands,  stipulaiiag  that  Ho  privateer,  or  armed 
vessel,  belonging  to  either  gov^rament  committed  to 
their  care  shook!  make  any  incarsion  or  descent  for 
tbe  purposes  of  robbing,  burning,  plundering  or  car* 
rying  off  n^gro  slaves,  or  other  property,  on  pain  that 
such  vessel  should  have  her  commission  vacated,  the 
plundered  effects  restored,  and  tbe  penalty  bond  pro- 
secuted. The  count  D'Arband  accordingly  restored 
tbe  prize,  and  confined  Mr.  Putnam  in  close  prison  two 
weeks ;  but  afterwards,  upon  the  remonstrance  of  Wil- 
liam Bingham,  esquire,  he  sent  Afr«  Putnam  and  three 
of  the  negroes  to  him,  at  Martinique.  It  appears  that 
Mr.  Putnam  has  addressed  the  count  D'Eslaing  on  this 
transaction,  who  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Putnam,  dated  on 
board  the  Languedoc,  June  8,  1779,  politely  promises 
him,  that,  if  he  will  solicit  the  king  for  restitution,  he, 
the  count,  will,  with  great  pleasure,  join  in  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain  it. 

Upon  the  first  case,  as  above  stated,  the  committee 
are  of  opinion,  that,  by  a  resolve  of  Congress*  the 
subjects  of  any  of  the  United  States  have  a  right  to 
trade  with  the  inhabitants  of  Bermudas  ;  and  that  by 
throwing  aay  paper  overboard,  other  than  passports, 
bills  of  lading,  invoices,  or  other  ship  papers,  no  for- 
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feiture  of  vessel  or  cargo  can  legally  ensue :  And, 
upon  the  whole,  that  there  appears  to  them  no  sofli- 
cient  grounds  for  the  condemoatimi  of  the  sloop  Kitty 
and  her  cargo,  in  the  court  of  admiralty  of  Guada- 
loupe* 

Upon  the  second  case  as  above  stated,  the  commit- 
tee are  of  opinion,  that,  by  the  resolves  of  Congress 
and  the  laws  of  nations,  Benjamin  Putnam,  and  the 
other  persons  who  cut  the  vessel  out  of  the  harbour  of 
Su  Johns  in  Antigua,  and  carried  her  and  the  negro 
slaves  on  board  to  Basseterre  in  Guadeloupe,  had  a 
right  to  them,  and  that  no  agreement  between  the  go* 
vemours  of  the  French  and  British  islands,  in  such  case 
as  this,  could  affect  any  other  persons  than  the  sub* 
jects  of  the  contracting  parties,  which  will  appear  evi- 
dently to  be  the  meaning  of  the  recited  agreement  it- 
self, which  is  restrained  to  vessels  belonging  to  either 
government,  committed  to  their  care ;  and  the  penalty 
is  the  having  their  commissions  vacated,  the  plundered 
effects  restored,  and  the  penalty  bond  prosecuted, 
which  is  totally  inapplicable  to  Americans,  or  persons 
not  belonging  to  their  governments,  and  who  had  not 
obtained  commissions  from  them,  or  under  their  re- 
»spective  sovereigns ;  and  of  course,  that  the  releasing 
of  this  vessel  and  the  negroes,  by  the  governour  of 
Guadaloupe,  and  causing  them  to  be  delivered  up  to 
the  governour  of  Antigua,  was  unwarrantable  and  in- 
consistent with  treaties  subsisting  between  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  these  United  States:  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  a  representation  of  the  beforemen- 
tioned  cases  be  made  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
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of  his  BKMt  duistian  majesty  Co  these  states,  in  older 
that  redress  and  restitation  may  be  made  to  the  parties 
agS^^vedf  10  such  manaer  as  may  be  coosisteat  with 
jostSce  and  Ibe  laws  of  natioos. 

SEPTEMBER  6,  1779. 

The  conunittee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  aieur  Qerard,  miniiler 
plenipotentiary  of  France,  brought  in  a  draft  which 
was  read,  and  on  the  7th  the  same  was  agreed  to. 

SEPTEMBER  9,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion 
made  on  the  7th  August*    After  debate, 

Resolred,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed* 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr*  Dickinson,  second- 
ed by  Mr*  Mathews,  as  follows^ 

That  if  his  catholick  majesty  shall  determine  to  take 
part  with  France  and  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
such  case,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United 
States  be  empowered,  in  their  names,  to  conclude  with 
the  most  christian  and  catbolick  kings,  a  treaty  or 
treaties,  thereby  assuring  to  these  states,  Canada, 
Nova  Scotia,  Bermudas,  and  the  Ploridas,  when  con- 
quered, and  the  free  and  full  exercise  of  the  common 
right  of  these  states  to  the  fisheries  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland  and  the  other  fishing  ba^nks  and  seas  of 
North  America ;  and  also  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  into  the  sea*    That  the  said  minister  be 
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insinieted  to  ^iideavoor  by  all  raeateao  hit  power  to 
procure  ihe  ftSMMnce  of  the  slid  coontriee  aad  oMwU 
fetiofi  to  ihete  states^  hot  if  bis  catholick  umjeHy 
shall  positively  insist  upon  the  Flotidaa  being  ceded 
to  him,  and  upon  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi from  that  part  thereof  which  lies  in  latitude 
thirty-one  degrees  north  from  the  equator  to  its  mouth ; 
in  such  cases,  the  said  minister  be  instructed  to  agree 
to  such  propositions,  to  assent  te  moltial  guarantees,  16 
Wit,  of  the  Ploridas  and  the  navigation  afee^said  to  the 
Icing  of  Spaio;  and  of  Canada,  Nova  Seotia,  Bermti* 
das  and  the  fisheries  aforesaid  to  these  states ;  and  to 
procure,  if  possible^  the  estabUsbflieBt  of  a  free  com- 
merce for  the  inhabitants  of  these  states  with  some 
port  ot  pofts  on  the  said  riVer  beh>#  the  said  degree 
of  latitude,'  except  for  such  articles  as  may  be  in  the 
treaty  pai'tlculdrly  enumerated*     That  the  s§id  minis- 
ter be  instructed,  that  it  is  not  the  desire  of  Congresi 
to  continue  the  war  for  the  acquisition  of  the  countries 
beforementioned ;  and    therefore,-  if  hii  caiholick  ma«^ 
Jci8ty  shall  obtain  the  Ploridas  from  Great  Britab,  by 
session,  or  by  war,  with,  or  without  the  assistance  of 
the^e  states,  they  will  guaranty  the  same  to  bis  ma- 
jesty ;  but  thai,  in  such  case,  the  said  miotster  be  in- 
structed to  endeavour  strenuously  to  obtain  for  these 
^•ate^  (be  assurance  of  the  fisheries  and  commerce 
aforesaid.     That  the  s^id  minister  be  instructed  to  pro- 
ture  an  article  to  be  inserted,  contracting  for  the  deli- 
very of  masts  for  the  royal  navy  of  Spain,  at  soeie 
tonvenient  port  or  ports  in  these  states ;  providing 
therein,  that  no  greater  quantity  be  stipulated  for  than 
these  states  can  spare  with  convenience  to  themselves. 


Tbal  the  ttid  oiBttter  he  instructed  to  endeayeur,  hj 
pll  the  oneaDB  id  his  power,  to  procure  from  his  cathor 
lick  majesty  ike  aDnual  paymem,  to  these  states,  of  a 
certain  som  of  money,  either  in  compensation  for  their 
#xertioas,  or  for  the  equivalent  beforelDenlion^d• 

SEPTEMBER  10,  1779. 

After  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Smith, 

ResoWed,  That  the  further  consideration   of  the 
propositions  moved  yesterday  be  postponed* 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Huntington,  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Smith,  as  follows  ; 

Whereas   by  the  treaties   subsisting  between  hia 
moat  christian  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  Ame* 
rica,  a  power  is  reserved  to  his  catholick  majesty  *^  to- 
<(  accede  to  the  said  treaties,  and  to  participate  in  their 
*'  stipulations,  at  such  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper; 
'*  is  being  well  understood,  nevertheless,  that,  if  any  of 
<«  tlie  stipulations  of  the  said  treaties  are  not  agreeable 
*^  to  the  king  of  Spain,  his  catholick  majesty  may  pro* 
^  pose  other  conditions  analagous  to  the  principal  aim 
*^  of  the  alliance,  and  conformable  to  the  rules  of  equa* 
**  lity,    reciprocity    and    friendship :''    And  whereas^ 
should  his  catholick  majesty  accede  to  the  said  trea- 
ties without  any  alteration,  he  must  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  renouncing  forever  all  claims  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Floridas,  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  his 
kingdom,  and  more  particularly  to  his  American  domi- 
nions :  In  order,  therefore,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting 
on  the  part  of  these  states  to  further  a  treaty  of  alii- 
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ance  and  of  aibity  and  commerce  with  his  calholick 
majesty,  consistent  with  the  engagements  of  the  said 
states,  and  agreeable  to  his  most  christian  majeatj 
their  ally, 

Resolved,  That  if  his  catholick  majesty  shall  accede 
to  the  said  treaties,  and  in  concurrence  with  France 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  continue  the  present 
war  with  Great  Britain,  for  the  purposes  expressed  in 
the  treaties  aforesaid,  he  shall  not  thereby  be  preclud- 
ed from  securing  to  himself  the  Floridas :  On  the  con- 
trary, if  he  shall  think  proper  to  attack  them,  these 
United  States  will  aid  and  assist  his  catholick  majesty 
in  such  enterprise  with  such  provisions  and  naval 
stores  as  shall  be  required  by  his  catholick  majesty, 
and  can  be  furnished  by  these  states;  and  if  his  catho- 
lick majesty  shall  obtain  the  Floridas  from  Great  Bri- 
tain by  cession,  or  by  war,  with  or  without  the  assis- 
tance of  the  allies,  these  United  States  will  guaranty 
the  same  to  bis  catholick  majesty :  Provided  always, 
that  his  catholick  majesty  shall  grant  to  the  United 
States  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  into 
the  sea,  and  establish  on  the  said  river,  at  or  some- 
where southward  of  the  thirty-first  degree  north  lati- 
tude, a  free  port  or  ports,  under  such  regulations  and 
restrictions  as  shall  be  agreed  on  between  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  his  catholick  majesty  and  the  Unit- 
ed States :  and  provided,  also,  that  his  catholick  ma- 
jesty shall  pay  to  the  United  States,  as  a  subsidy,  a 
present  sum  not  less  than  and  a  fur- 

ther annual  sum  of  during  the  con- 

tinuance of  the  present  war,  and  for  the  term  of 
years. 
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The  motion  being  read,  Congress  took  into  conside- 
ration the  resolation  therein  contained;  and  after 
debate  adjourned. 


SEPTEMBER  11,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion,  which,  after  debate,  was  agreed  to. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
provisos.  And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M^Kean 
to  amend  the  first  proviso,  by  striking'  out  ^*  and'' 
after  the  words,  ^  into  the  sea,"  and  in  lieu  thereof 
inserting  ^*  or." 

. 

SEPTEMBER  17,  1779. 

A  motion  was  made  to  extend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out.**  and,"  and  what  follows  to  the  end  of  the 
first  proviso. 

The  question  put, 

Passed  ia  the  affirmative ;  and  the  words  were  struck 
out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Sharp,  in  lieu  of  the  words  struck  out  to  insert, 
**  and  some  convenient  port  or  ports,  on  the  said  river 
**  below  the  thirty-first  degree  north  latitude,  free  for 
**  all  merchant  vessels,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
**  except  for  such  articles  as  may  be  enumerated  and 
**  agreed  upon  as  contraband." 

On  the  question  to  insert  those  words,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody,  ^Ar. 
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Massachuietts  Bay,  Mr.  Holten,  No. )  ^^ 

Mr.  Partridge,      No,  5 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 


New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Peonfylvanifi, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


.Qoatb  Carolina, 


Mr*  Collins, 


>No. 


Mr.  Huntington,    No. 
Mr.  Root,  No.  ^  No. 

Mr.  Spencer,        No. 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  I^ewis, 


Ay.) 
Ay.} 


At. 


Mr.  Witberspoon,        ^No. 
Mr.  Armstrong,    No.^ 

Mr!  sr  M.  r "■■■•• 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.J 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  Forbes,  No 

Mr.  Jenifer,         No 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr«  Griffin, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzbugb, 

Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr«  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens,        No 
Mr.  Mathews,      No 


>^No. 


No. 


Ay. 
Ay.  >Ar. 

Ay. 
Ay.J 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  remaining  part  of  the  first  pro- 
viso be  appended  by  striking  out  the  words,  *'  His  ca- 
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^  tbolkk  iftajesty  shall  graol  to^^  and  all«r  «<  sfateV* 
ioaerting  ^*  shall  enjoy,''  sa  thai  it  read,  ''  Provided 
^'  always,  that  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  free 
^  navigntion  of  the  river  Hissidsippi  into  and  from  the 
**  aca." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mathews,  saconded  by  Mr.  Huo* 
tington. 

Resolved,  That  the  second  proviso  be  postponed.. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  passed  on  Saturday 
laat  be  reconsidered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matdewa,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Smith, 

Resolved,  That  the  resohition  be  amended  by  strik- 
log  out  the  words,  *^  think  proper  to  attack  them,  these 
*'  United  States  will  aid  and  assist  his  catholick  majes- 
'*  ty  in  such  enterprise  with  such  provisions  and  naval 
**  stores  as  shall  be  required  by  his  catholick  majesty, 
*'  andean  be  furnished  by  these  states ;  and  if  hiscatho- 
**  lick  majesty  shall ;"  also  the  words  *'  by  cession,  of 
'*  by  Wat,  with  or  without  the  assistance  of  the  allies ;'' 
so  that  it  read,  **  on  the  contrary,  if  he  shall  obtain  the 
**  Floridas  from  Great  Britain,  these  United  States  will 
^'guaranty  the  same  to  his  catholick  majesty.'^ 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  whole  as  amended, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr,  Peabody,  ^Ar. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  Ay< 

Mr.  Holten,  ^y*^  ^y« 

Mr.  Partridge,       Ay, 
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Rhode  laland. 

Mr*  Collins,     . 

yso. 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  Root, 

>At. 

New  York, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr*  Le^is, 

Stl"- 

Pennsjlvani^y 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Aj.  >  .._ 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


4  • 

Mr.  Carmichael,  No.  )  ^ 
Mr.  Jenifer,  No.J^^' 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  J.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzhogh, 

Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


A7.|.,. 


Ay 


South  Carolina,        Mr.  Mathews, 


>Ar. 


So  it  was  resolved  as  follows  : 

Whereas  by  the  treaties  subsisting  between  his  moat 
christian  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  a 
power  is  reserved  to  his  catholick  majesty  to  accede  to 
the  said  treaties,  and  to  participate  in  their  stipulations 
at  such  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper ;  it  being  well 
understood,  nevertheless,  that  if  any  of  the  stipulations 
of  the  said  treaties  are  not  agreeable  to  the  king  of 
Spain,  his  catholick  majesty  may  propose  other  condi- 
tions analagous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the  alliance, 
and  conformable  to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity 
and  friendship :  And  whereas,  should  his  catholick 
majesty  accede  to  the  said  treaties  without  any  altera- 
tion, he  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  renouncing  for- 
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ever  all  claims  to  the  possession  of  the  Ploridas,  of 
the  utmost  consequence  to  his  ktogdom,  and  more  par-« 
ticularly  to  his  American  dominions.  In  order,  there- 
fore, that  nothing  may  be  wanting  on  the  part  of  these 
states  to  further  a  treaty  of  alliance,  and  of  amity  and 
commerce  with  his  catholick  majesty  consistent  with 
the  engagements  of  the  said  states,  and  agreeable  to 
his  most  christian  majesty  their  ally  : 

Resolved,  That  if  his  catholick  majesty  shall  accede 
to  the  said  treaties,  and  in  concurrence  with  France 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  continue  the  present 
war  with  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  expressed  in 
the  treaties  aforesaid,  be  shall  not  be  thereby  preclud- 
ed from  securing  to  himself  the  Floridas :  On  the  con- 
trary, if  he  shall  obtain  ti|^  Floridas  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, these  United  States  will  guaranty  the  same  to  his 
catholick  majesty:  Provided  always,  that  the  United 
States  shall  enjoy  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi into  and  from  the  sea. 

Res^ved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
instructions  conformable  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Gerry. 

The  honourable  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  France,  having  on  the  15th  desired  an  audi- 
ence in  the  course  of  this  week,  in  order  that  he  might 
take  his  leave ;  and  Congress  having  assigned  tbis  day 
for  granting  him  a  private  audience,  but  in  full  Con- 
gress, for  the  purpose,  the  minister  was  introduced  by 
Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Jenifer,  and  took  his  leave  in  a 
speech  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation. 

[See  the  publick  jouma].] 
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Congraasalsoagreedi  unanioiMsly,  to  the  following 
letter  to  his  moftl  christian  majesty. 


ORBAT,    FAITHFUL,    AMD    BELOVED    FRIEND   AND   ALLY, 

The  conduct  of  your  majesty's  minister,  the  sieur 
Qerardf  during  his  residence  in  America^  has  been  in 
every  respect  so  commendable,  that  we  cannojt  forbear 
testifying  to  your  majesty  our  sense  of  his  merit,  with- 
out feeling  that  uneasiness  which  arises  from  a  neglect 
of  the  obligations  of  justice.  His  behaviour  appears 
to  us  to  have  been  uniformly  regulated  by  devotion  to 
your  majesty's  dignity  and  interest  and  an  adherence 
to  the  terms  and  principles  of  the  alliance,  while  at 
the  same  time  he  demonstrated  his  attachment  to  the 
honour  and  prosperity.  Thus  serving  his  sovereign, 
he  acquired  our  entire  confidence  and  esteemi  and  has 
evinced  your  coyal  wisdom  in  selecting  a  person  so 
properly  qualified  to  be  the  first  minister  sent  to  the 
United  States  of  America. 

That  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  may  bestow 
all  happiness  on  your  majesty,  is  the  prayer  of  your 
faithful  and  affectionate  friends  and  allies. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  seventeenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1779.  By  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

(Signed)  JOHN  JAY,  President. 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

SEPTEMBER  25,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  their  foreign 
affairs. 
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A  motioH  wa%  made  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by 
Mr,  Gerry, 

That  Congress  will  not  appoint  any  person,  being 
a  member  of  Congress,  to  any  office  under  the  United 
States,  for  which  he,  or  another  for  him,  is  to  receive 
any  salary,  fees,  or  emolument  of  any  kind* 

A'  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Peabody,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Gerry, 

That  after  the  words  "  a  member  of  Congress,'^  be 
inserted,  ^*  or  within  nine  months  after  he  shall  be  a* 
^^  member  of  Congress*'*  And  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re> 
quired  by  Mr.  Peabody—- 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody,  ^Ar. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  Ay.  )  . 

Mi-.  LovfeU,  Ay.  J  ^^• 

Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Merchant,      No. )  «* 

Mr.  Collins,       t  No.5^^- 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington,    No. )  «* 

Mr.  Root,  No. ) 

New  York,  Mr.  Jay,  Ay.  )   * 

Mr.  Lewis,  Ay.  5  ^^' 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Fell,  No. )  %j^ 

Mr.  Houston,        No.  $  ^®- 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Armstrong,     No.*\ 

Mr.  Shippen,         Ay.  I  ^r 
Mr.  AUee,  No.  p^' 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  J 

Maryland,  Mr.  Paca,  No. 

Mr.  Forbes,  No. }  No* 

Mr.  Jenifer,         No* 


SECRET  JOURNAL. 


[Septan 


Yirginid, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carohna, 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
JWr*  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


No.  I 
No.  f 
No.j 


No. 


DiriDEo. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

When  the  main  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the 
previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Laurens  ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
previous  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Laurens — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 


No. 
No 


>^No. 


No. 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Marchant,      Ay.  )  . 
Mr.  Collins,  Ay.  $  ^^* 


Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 


Ay.> 
Ay.  I 

Ay.? 

Ay.  5 


At. 


At. 


Ay.^ 
Ay.j 
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Maryland,  Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Forbes,  Ay. }  At. 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Virginia,                   Mr.  Smith,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Griffin,  •    Ay.  I  * 

Mr.  Mercer,.  Ay.  f 
Mr.  Fitzhugb, 

North  Carolina,       Mr.  Harnet, 

Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 

South  Carolina,        Mr.  Laurens,        Ay.)  r^    . 

Mr.  Mathews,       No.? '^'""°- 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main 
question  was  set  aside. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  proceed  tomorrow  to  the 
election  of  a  proper  person  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of 
peace,  and  that  persons  be  immediately  put  in  nomi- 
nation : 

Whereupon,  Mr.  John  Adams  was  nominated  by  Mr. 
Laurens,  Mr.  J.  Jay,  by  Mr^  Smith. 


SEPTEMBER  36,  1779. 

Aqcording  to  order,  Congress  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a 
treaty  of  peace  ;  and  the  ballotis  being  taken  and  count- 
ed, no  election  was  made. 

Congress  proceeded  again  to  ballot ;  and  the  votes 
being  counted,  no  election  was  made. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  election  be  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Paca, 

Resolved/  That  a  minister  plenipotentiary  be  ap- 
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pointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  anity 
and  commerce  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  his  catholick  majesty. 

On  the  question  to  agree  td  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  required  by  Mr.  Marcbant— 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Partridge, 


>^No. 


Rhode  island, 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 

Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Arttstrdngi 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  MttUtobdrg, 

Mr.  M'Keati, 

Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Jenifer^ 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr,  Fleming,. 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzhugh, 


J;;|DmB.i,. 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 

No*\ 
No.  [ 
Ay.  f 
Ay.J 


Ar. 


Divided. 


iwLi  rourai  AfFj 

North  Cvtlioa^        lirw  Ibffiet, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

Soath  Cartlint,       Mr.  Laareaa^        Ay. )  « 

Mr.  Mathews,        Ay.  $  ^^• 

So  it  wai  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  a 
minister  pknipotentiary  to  aegoCiate  a  treaty  of  al- 
liance, and  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  his  caiholick  majesty ;  when 
Mr.  Arthur  Lee  was  noratnaled  by  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr. 
John  Adams  by  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  John  Jay  by  Mr. 
Mercer. 


SEPTEMBER  27, 1779. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  passed  yesterday, 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, &c.  be  reconsidered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunlington,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  after  the  word  ^^  plenipotentiary," 
be  inserted,  "^  in  lieu  of  a  commissioner." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amend- 
ed, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody,        No. )  «t 

Mr.  Langdon,       No.  > 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  Ay.'^ 

Mr.  Partridge,       No.  J 


ncaurr.jouRNAL. 
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Rhode  Island, 


Connecticut, 


New  Yorky 


Kew  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


JJ;:Sm^  Z]'^"'"'- 


Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
^r.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle; 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.   Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith,     * 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Hamet, 
Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


At. 


Ay. 


At. 


Ay.? 
Ay.  5 

Ay,) 
Ay.  5 

Ay.? 
Ay.  5 


No.^ 

No. 

^y*  >DlVIDED. 

Ay! 

Ay.J 


At. 


No. 
Ay 


:\ 


DiVlDKD. 


So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  minister  plenipotentiary  in 
lien  of  a  commissioner,  be  appointed  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  his  catholick  majesty. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  an  election ;  and  the 


ballots  beiog  taken,  Mr-  John  Jay  was  eleeted  ministar 
plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  his  catholick  majesty. 

Mr.  John  Adams  was  elected  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace,  and  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Great  Britain. 


SEPTEMBER  28,  1779. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  tomorrow  be  assigned  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  secretary  for  the  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary at  the  court  of  Versailles,  and  for  each  of  the 
ministers  who  are  to  negotiate  treaties  with  the  courts 
of  Spain  and  Great  Britain. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  put  in  nomination^ 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
of  alliance  and  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  amity  with 
Spain, 

Mr.  William  Carnlicbael,  by  Mr.  Hewes. 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
of  peace,  and  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain, 

Mr.  John  Trumbull,  by  Mr.  Laurens. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  by  Mr.  Holteni 

Mr.  Francis  Dana,  by  Mr.  Peabody. 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Ver* 
saiiles, 

Mr.  Peter  Scull,  by  Mr.  Atlee. 

Mr.  John  Laurens,  by  Mr.  Gerry. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr. 
Morris,  and  Mr.  Marchant,  appointed  to  prepare  drafts 
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of  commissiont,  reported  the  same,    whieh    were 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
of  peace. 

The  Delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Provi* 
dence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia — To 
to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  send  greeting* 

It  being  probable  that  a  negotiation  will  sood  be 
commenced  for  putting  an  )end  to  the  hostilities  be* 
tween  his  most  christian  majeaty  and  theae  United 
States,  on  the  one  part,  and  his  Britannick  majesty  on 
the  other  part ;  and  it  being  the  sincere  deaire  of  the 
United  States  that  they  may  be  terminated  by  a  peace, 
founded  on  such  solid  and  equitable  principles  aa  rea- 
sonably to  promise  a  permanency  of  the  blessings  of 
tranquillity:  Know  te,  therefore,  That  we,  confiding 
in  the  integrity,  prudence  and  ability  of  have 

nominated  and  constituted,  and  by  these  presents  do 
nominate  and  constitute  him  the  said  our 

minister  plenipotentiary,  giving  him  full  power,  gene- 
ral and  special,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to  confer,  treat, 
agree  and  conclude,  with  the  ambassadors  or  pleni- 
potentiaries of  his  most  christian  majesty,  and  of  his 
Britannick  majesty,  and  those  of  any  other  princes  or 
states  whom  it  may  concern,  vested  with  equal  powers, 
relating  to  the  re-establishment  of  peace  and  firiend- 
ship ;  and  whatever  shall  be  so  agreed  and  concluded, 
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for  09,  and  in  our  name  to  eigni  and  thcfenpon  to  make 
a  treaty  or  treaties,  and  to  transact  every  thing  that 
nay  be  necessary  for  completing,  securing  and 
strengthening  the  great  work  of  pacification,  in  as  am- 
pie  form,  and  with  the  same  effect,  as  if  we  were  per- 
sonally present  and  acted  therein  ;  hereby  promising^ 
in  good  faith,  that  we  will  accept,  ratify,  fulfil  and  exe- 
cute whatever  shall  be  agreed,  concluded  and  signed 
by  our  said  minister  plenipotentiary  ;  and  that  we  will 
never  act  nor  suffer  any  person  to  act  contrary  to  the 
same,  in  whole  or  in  any  part*  In  witness  whereof 
we  have  caused  these  presents  to  be  given  in  Con- 
gress,  at  Philadelphia,  the        day  of  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord,  1779,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  in* 
dependence  of  the  United  States  of  America*  Signed 
by  the  President,  and  sealed  with  his  seal* 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  with  Great  Britain. 

The  Delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, &c.  in  Congress  assembled — To  all  who  shall 
see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

It  being  the  desire  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
peace  which  may  be  established  between  them  and 
his  Britannick  majesty  may  be  permanent,  and  accom- 
panied with  the  mutual  benefits  derived  from  com- 
merce :  Know  tk,  therefore,  That  we,  confiding  in 
the  integrity,  prudence  and  ability  of  have 

nominated  and  constituted,  and  by  these  presents  do 
nominate  and  constitute  him  the  said  ou^ 

minister  plenipotentiary,  giving  him  full  power,  gc* 
neral  and  special,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to  confer, 
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agree  and  conclude  with  the  ambassador  or  plenipo- 
tentiary  of  hfs  Britannick  majesty,  rested  with  equal 
powers,  of  and  concerning  a  treaty  of  coaimerce  ;  and 
whatever  shall  be  so  agreed  and  concluded  for  os  and 
in  our  name,  to  sign,  and  thereupon  make  a  treaty  of 
commerce  ;  and  to  transact  every  thing  that  may  be 
necessary  for  completing,  securing  and  strengthening 
the  same,  in  as  ample  form,  and  with  the  same  effect, 
as  if  we  were  personally  present  and  acted  therein  ; 
hereby  promising,  in  good  faith,  that  we  will  accept, 
ratify,  fulfil  and  execute  whatever  shall  be  agreed, 
concluded  and  signed  by  our  said  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary ;  and  that  we  will  never  act,  nor  suffer  any  per- 
son  to  act,  contrary  to  the  same,  in  whole  or  in  part* 
In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  presents 
to  be  given  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  day 
of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,    1779,  and  in  the 

fourth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  Signed  by  the  President,  and  sealed 
with  his  seal. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  commission  for  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  ami- 
ty and  commerce  and  of  alliance  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  his  catholick  majesty. 

The  members — Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Mathews,  and  Mr. 
Gerry* 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  prepare  the  draft 
of  a  commission  for  the  secretaries  to  be  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  report  proper  salaries  for  the  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary and  their  secretaries,  resi>ectiveiy« 
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The  membert — Mr.  Matliews,  lir.  Gerry,  and  Mr. 
Root. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  secretaries  ; 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  William  Carmichae) 
was  elected  secretary  to  the  minister  plenipotentiafy  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  and  of  al- 
liance with  the  court  of  Spain. 

Mr.  Francis  Dana,  secretary  to  the  minbter  pleni- 
potentiary to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  Great  Britain. 

Lieutenant  colonel  John  Laurens,  secretary  to  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stales  at  the 
court  of  Versailles. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Ma- 
thews, Mr.  Gerry,  appointed  to  prepare  instructions 
to  the  minister  for  negotiating  with  the  court  of  Spain, 
having  brought  in  a  draft,  the  same  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

Instructions  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  for  nego- 
tiating with  the  court  of  Spain. 

SIR, 

By  the  treaties  subsisting  between  bis  most  chris- 
tian majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  a 
power  is  reserved  to  his  catholick  majesty  to  accede  to 
the  said  treaties,  and  to  participate  in  their  stipulations, 
at  such  time  as  he  shall  jadge  proper,  it  being  well  un- 
derstood, nevertheless,  that  if  any  of  the .  stipulations 
of  the  said  treaties  are  not  agreeable  to  the  court  of 
Spain,  his  catholick  majesty  may  propose  other  coodi-  ' 
tions  analogous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the  alliance,  and 
conformable  to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity  and 
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friebdsbip.  Congress  is  sensible  of  Ihe  friendly  re- 
gard to  these  states  manifested  by  hb  most  christian 
majestyi  in  reserving  a  power  to  his  Gatfadick  majesty 
ef  acceding  to  (be  alliance  entered  into  betireen  his 
most  christian  majesty  and  these  United  States ;  and 
therefore!  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  on  their  part 
to  -facilitate  the  views  of  his  most  christian  majestyt 
and  to  obtain  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and 
commerce  with  his  catbolick  majesty,  have  thought 
proper  to  anticipate  any  propositions  which  his  catbo- 
lick majesty  might  make  on  that  subject^  by  yielding 
up  to  him  those  objects  which  they  conclude  he  may 
have  principally  in  view ;  and  for  that  purpose  have 
come  io  the  following  resolution : 

That  if  his  catbolick  majesty  shall  accede  to  the 
said  treaties)  and,  in  concurrence  with  France  and  the 
United  States  of  America^  continue  the  present  war 
with  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  expressed  in 
the  treaties  aforesaid,  he  shall  not  thereby  be  pre- 
cluded from  securing  to  himself  (he  Floridas :  On  the 
contrary,  if  he  shall  obtain  the  Floridas  from  Great 
Britain,  these  United  Stales  will  guaranty  the  same 
to  his  catbolick  majesty :  Provided  always,  that  the 
United  States  shall  enjoy  the  free  navigation  of  the 
river  Mississippi  into  and  from  the  sea. 

You  are  therefore  to  communicate  to  his  most  chris- 
tian majesty,  the  desire  of  Congress  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  comsaevce  with  his 
catbolick  majesty,  and  to  request  his  favourable  inter- 
position for  that  purpose.  At  the  same  time,  you  are 
to  make  such  proposal  to  his  cathdick  majesty,  as  In 


your  judgment,  from  circumstances,  will  be  proper 
for  obtaining  for  the  United  States  of  America  equal 
admntages  with  those  which  are  secured  to  them  by 
the  treaties  with  his  most  christian  majesty ;  observing 
always  the  resolution  aforesaid  as  the  ultimatum  of  the 
United  States. 

You  are  particularly  to  endeavour  to  obtain  some 
cosvesient  port  or  ports  below  the  tbirty-dbrst  degree 
of  north  latitude,  on  the  river  Missisfiippi,*  for  all  oMr- 
chant  vessels,  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  beloug* 
iDg  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  states* 

The  distressed  state  of  our  finances  and  the  great 
depreciation  of  our  paper  mooey  inclined  Congress  to 
hope  that  bis  catholick  majesty,  if  he  shall  cosclude  a 
treaty  with  these  states,  will  be  induced  to  lend  them 
money:  You  are  therefore,  to  represent  to  him  the 
great  distress  of  these  stales  on  that  account,  and  to 
solicit  a  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars  upon  the  best 
terms  iii  your  power,  not  exceeding  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  efiectually  to  enable  them  to  co-operate 
with  the  allies  against  the  common  enemy.  But  be- 
fore you  make  any  propositions  to  bis  catholick  majes* 
ty  for  a  loan,  you  are  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  subsidy 
in  consideration  of  the  guarantee  aforesaid. 

• 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  commission 
for  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  and  of  alliance  with  his  catholick 
majesty,  brought  in  a  draft  which  was  agreed  to  as 
follows ; 


rORM   or    A  COMMISSIOH,   kCm 

The  Del^tie8  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hamp- 
abiie«  &c.  ia  Congress  assembled — ^To  all  who  shall 
see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

Whereas  an  intercourse  between  the  subjects  of  bis 
cathoiick  osajesty  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
ibnnded  on  the  principles  of  equality,  reciprocity  and 
friendship,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  both  na- 
tions :  and  It  being  the  sincere  desire  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity 
and  commerce  with  his  cathoiick  majesty :  Kvow  tb, 
THBKBroBE,  That  we,  confiding  in  the  integrity,  pru- 
dence and  ability  of  have  nominated  and  con- 
stituted, and  by  these  presents  do  nominate  and  con- 
stitnte  him  the  said  our  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary, giving  him  full  power,  general  and  special, 
to  act  in  that  quality,  to  confer,  treat,  agree  and  con- 
clude with  the  ambassador  or  plenipotentiary  of  his 
cathoiick  majesty  vested  with  equal  powers,  of  and 
concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  of 
alliance ;  and  whatever  shall  be  so  agreed  and  con- 
cluded for  us  and  in  our  names,  to  sign,  and  thereupon 
make  such  treaty  or  treaties,  conventions  or  agree- 
ments, as  he  shall  judge  conformable  to  the  ends  we 
have  in  view,  in  as  ample  form,  and  with  the  same  ef- 
fect, as  if  we  were  personally  present  and  acted  there- 
in ;  hereby  promising  in  good  faith,  that  we  will  ac- 
cept, ratify,  fulfil  and  execute  whatever  shall  be  agreed, 
concluded  and  signed  by  our  said  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary ;  and  that  we  will  never  act  nor  suffer  any  person 
to  act  contrary  to  the  same,  in  the  whole  or  in  any  part. 


lo  wknett  ff^wt^d  w^  huie  oiumrI  Aimh  preseiito 
to  be  given  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  iba 
day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  and  in 

the  year  of  the  iodq^cmkoct  of  the  United 

States  of  America. 

iSigned  by  the  President,  and  sealed  with  his  seat. 

SEPTEMBER  30^  1779. 

A  lettef  frcMUt  the  ttiiiristeir  of  ftAnct  wis  read: 
Wher«up6d, 

Retolved,  That  the  President  iftfoitn  the  hotiout'a-  ^ 
bte  1^.  CMrftfd,  mlbisf^f  plefiipotenthiry  of  France, 
that  Congress  are  much  obliged  by  his  polite  offer  to 
detain  the  frijf^te  Sen^ble,  for  tbe  actfbditatodatioti  ^f 
Mr.  ^dams  and  his  secretary,  on  their  passage  to 
Fr^netf  i  and  that  they  atcept  tbe  same  oq  comfttlon 
Mti  Adtaift  can  be  prepared  for  his  departure  in  such 
reasonable  time  as  that  it  may  not  ||^  too  great  an  ta- 

cMv^tfteiiefrto  d^tiy|n  th«  tessel. 


OCTOBfiR  2,  1779. 


t' 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by 
Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed 
lo  hiy  in  iteb  stores  as  they  may  deem  neeessary  for 
tbe  use  of  ibc  natmster  lately  appointed  to  tbe  couitt  of 
SpM||  and  oC  the  fbintster  of  his  most  christian  majesty 
Bdw  about  ta  depart  for  France  ^  and  to  prepare  all 
B^oeasary  aocommodations  on  board  the  frigate  Con- 
federacyt  (m  ihe  satt  ministers  and  their  families. 
And  that  the  marine  committee  nsake  the  like  provi- 

VOL.   II.  3/ 


y 


aion  for  Mr.  Adaim  and  hiia  fiMoily,  on  their  paMage 
for  France. 

•■ 
OCTOBER  4,  1779. 

• 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins,  seconded  by  Mr*  LanrenSi 
Resolved,  That  \  committee  of  three  ^  appointed 
to  prepare  a  further  instruction  to  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  court  of 
Spain  relative  to  obtaining  an  article  for  allowing  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  the  liberty  of  taking 
"»  salt  from  Sal  Torluga. 

The  members — Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr* 
'    Sherman. 

■ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marcbant,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laa- . 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to 
prepare  ati  instruction  relative  to  the  privilege  of  cut- 
ting logwood. 

The  commissions  as  agreed  to,  being  engrossed, 
with  blanks  left  for  inserting  the  names  and  titles  of 
the  ministers  and  the  dates  of  the  commissions-^ 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Paca, 

That  the  blank  for  the  name  and  titles  of  the  minis- 
ter in  the  commission  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce,  and  of  alliance  with  Spain,  be  filled  up 
with  the  words,  *<  The  honourable  John  Jay,  e^uire, 
**  late  President  of  Congress,  and  chief  justice  of  the 
''  state  of  New  York  :'^  And  that  the  like  blanks  m 
the  other  two  commissions,  .nanfeiy,  for  negotiating  a 
treaty  of  peace,  and*  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  com- 


rens, 


It 


!     ^ 
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merce  with  Great  Britain,  be  filled  up  witfa  the 
words,  **  The  honourable  Joho  Adams,  esquire, 
^  late  commissioner  of  the  United  States  of  Ame* 
**  rica  at  the  eourt  of  Versailles,  late  delegaie  ia. 
^  Congress  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and 
^*  chief  just  iceW  the  said  state.'' 

On  debating  the  motion  for  filling  up  the  blank  in 
the  first  mentioned  commission, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Marchant,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Partridge,  to  strike  out  the  words  '*  late  President 
^  of  Congress  and  chief  justice  of  the  state  of  New 
«  York." 

And  on  the  question.  Shall  those  words  stand,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marcbant — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody, 

Mr.  Langdoi}, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten, 

,     Mr.  Partridge,^ 

• 

Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 


nJ:  1 J^'^'""- 


Rhode  Island. 


Jj;  I  DiviDtiH 


Connecticut, 


Mr.  Sherman,        Ay. 

Mr.  Huntington,    Ay.^  An 

Mr.  Root, 


New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 


Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr.'Paca,^    , 
Mr.  Forbesi 


Ay, 

Ay;  I  A. 


Ay 


>.At. 

>>No. 


Mr.  Jenifer 


t. 


Ay. 

Ay.>  At. 

Ay. 


si»  '  nerav  xmmu  [Qii;i» 


Virginia,  Mr.  Griffl«»  Ajt) 

Mr.  Mercert         Ay*>  An 
]>Ir,  Fiuhvighj        Ay. ) 

Noith  CaroIiBat       Mr.  H^rnH,  Aj. )  ^^ 

.    Mr.  IJew«»>  Ajr»  >. 

South  Carolina,       Mr.  Mathews,  ^No. 

So  it  was  resolv^  in  the  affirmative* 

Od  the  que^tioai 

Reaolyed^  That  the  fint  blenk  in  the  comeiis^if  n  fqt 
De^oti^tiag  with  tha  cQurt  of  Spaioi  be  filled  ^p  with 
the  words,  "  The  honourable  J.ohn  Jay,  esquire^  tatt 
'^  Preaident  of  Congress  tnd  chi^  justice  of  (he  i^te 
"  of  New  York," 

On  debating  the  motion  for  filling  up  the  like  blanks 
in  the  o^e^  two  conmiisMiis,     * 

A  motion  was  mad^*'by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Marcbaat,  to  strike  out  the  worde»  ^  UW  tCKHiall.- 
**  sioner  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  court 
''  of  VersaiHes,  late  delegate  rn.pongress  from  the 
^<  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  chief  juatice  el  tbe 
*•  said  state^" 

'    And  on  the  question,  Shall  those  words  staQ4»  th^ 
yeas  axxd  n>y$  being  re^qMJjred  by  Mr.  Marchantf 

It  was  resolved  in  the  afiirmative,  the  membera  an- 
swering as  in  tike  foregoinxr  oueslion. 

On  the  question. 

Resolved,  That  the  like  blanks  in  the  other  tw<^ 
commissions,  namely,  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace, 
and  for  negotiating  a  tre^Vy  of  eommerce  with  GfetC 
Britain,  be  filled  up  wilb^  ^^  The  honourable  Joha 
^<  Adamsi,  esc^re,  late   QQi^misiSioner  of  the  United 
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<<  States  of  America  at  i\m  court  of  Ver8ailles»  htedehh 
'^gate  in  Oomgress  frozp  the  st^te  of  MassachusetU 
**  Bay,  and  chief  justice  of  the  said  state." 

Resolved,  That  the  commktioBS  be  dated  the  tvea- 
ty-ninth  d^y  of  September^  1779* 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Mathews,  Mr* 
Gerry  ali^  Mr.  Root,  appekrted  to  report  proper  talft- 
riea  for  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  and  their  secrela* 
ries,  respectively,  brought  ia  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration. 

And  a  motion  being  made  to  strike  out  ^  three  thou- 
"  sand,"  reported  by  the  committee  for  the  salary  of 
the  rainisten  plenipotentiary — 

Or  the  question,  9haH  ^^  three  thousand"  stand,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  try  Mr.  Marehant—* 


Nqw  Hampshire,      Mr.  Langdon, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr,  UoHea^ 


>^No. 


ull  I  '^^'"?^- 


Rhode  Island^ 
Connecticut, 


New  Vork^ 
New  Jersey, 

PennsylvaAJa, 
Delaware, 


Mr.  Marchaot, 

Mr«  Shermazi, 
Mr.  Hunthigton, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mir.  Lewis, 

Mr.  FelU 
Mr.  HbustOQ,, 

Mr.  AroMrQQg, 
Mr.  AUee, 


J^-At.  X 

nJ:  ]  j^'v^pip. 

Ay. }  O^^WWN 


Mr.  Vaodyket         ;    ^Ar. 


jomuL. 


[Oct  I, 


Mary  land, 


Mr*  Paca,  ^7* 

Mr.  Forbes,  Ay. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  Ay. 


At. 


Viiginia, 


North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Hamet, 


Aj.) 
Ay.  >  At. 


Mr.  Laurens,         No. 
Mr.  Mathews,       Ay 


>^At.x 
*>  Divroan* 


So  the  states  were  equally  divided,  and  that  sum  was 
stmckoot. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Geny,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Griffin,  that  the  blank  be  filled  with^<  two  thousand 
fire  hundred."  And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marcbant— 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Langdon, 


>^No. 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten, 


Ay. 

No.  ^  No. 
Mr.  Partridge,       No« 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 


Mr.  Marchant, 


yso. 


Mr.  Sherman,        No. 
Mr.  Huntington,    Ay.  ^  At. 
Mr.  Root,  Ay. 


New  Jersey, 
PennsylTaniSy 


Delaware, 


Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 


1J:1  - 


u::iZ"°°"  ;?: I  ""■■'"• 


Mr.  Vandyke, 


>At.  . 


Mftiybody, 


raMBKttf'AIVAIftS. 

Mr.  Paca, 
Mr*  Forbes, 
Mr.  JeDiferi 


fll 


VuRginia, 


North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Griffin,  Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  Mercer,  Ay.  >  Ar. 

Mr.  Fitzhqgh,  Ay.) 

f 
Mr.  Haroet,  ^Ay.  x 

Mr.  Laurens,  No. )  rk 

Mr.  Mathews,  Ay.  \  '^'▼•"fl- 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Marchant,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Langdon,  to  strike  out  ^^  one  thoasand,"  the  sum 
reported  as  the  salary  for  the  secretaries.  And'on  the 
question,  Shall  '^one  thousand"  stand,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Lai^^i 


New  Hampshire,       Mr.  Langdon, 

Massachusetts. Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovefl, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Marchant, 


>No, 
Ay.^ 

No.J 

>No. 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylyania, 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Atlee, 


[««•«» 


Dekware, 
Marylandi 


Virginia, 


North  Cttfdiifia^ 


South  Carolinai 


Mr.  yati4yk«| 
,   Mr*Paea, 

Mr.  ForbeSi 
Mn  SttAM^ 
* 

Mr*  Oriffii>, 
t   Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Pit^hugh^ 

Mr*  Harnet, 
Mr«  Sbarpe^ 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


ykt. 


Ar. 


Ay. 


Ar. 


No.) 
Ay.} 


DitlMD. 


So  H  was  resoli^ed  In  th^  affirmative* 

On  the  quesliMi 

Resolved,  That  aacb  ^  tba  iiiinist6i«  plafli{9of6tttiarf 
be  allowed  at  tbe  rate  of  two  thousand  fita  bmdrdi 
pounds  sterling  per  annum,  and  each  of  their  secreta- 
ries at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  pounds  sterling  per 
annum,  in  full  for  their  services  and  etpoMaa  reapat- 
tively. 

That  the  salary  of  c^ch  of  the  said  officers  be  com- 
puted  from  the  time  of  his  leaving  his  place  of  abode, 
to  enter  oa  tbe  duties  of  his  office,  and  be  tontiiNred 
three  months  after  notice  of  bis  recall.  * 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to 
providing  for  tbe  payment  of  the  above  salaries  be  re- 
ferred to  tbe  committee  of  commerce. 


ymi]  jwrmw  nviAtf,  m 


OCTOBER  9,  1779. 

The  comoiUtee  apppioted  to  prepare  a  commiasioo 
for  the  aecr^taiiea,  bco^ghlt  in  a  draft,  which  waa 
agreed  to  as  ii9Uo:i|r8 : 

The  United  States  of  America  In  Congress  assem* 

bled— To  Greeting: 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your 

patriotism,  ability,  conduct  and  fidelity,  do  by  these 

presents  constitute  and  appoint  yon  during  our  pleasure, 

secretary  to  our  minister  plenipotentiary  appointed  to 

you  are  therefore  carefully  and  dili- 
gently to  discharge  the  duty  of  secretary,  by  doing  and 
performing  all  things  thereunto  belonging.  And  in 
case  of  the  death  of  our  said  minister,  you  are  to  signi* 
fy  it  to  us  by  the  earliest  opportunity ;  and  on  such 
event,  we  authorize  and  direct  you  to  take  into  your 
charge  all  our  publick  affairs,  which  were  in  the  hands 
of  our  said  minister  at  the  time  of  his  death,  or  which 
may  be  addressed  to  him  before  notice  thereof,  an^ 
proceed  therein  according  to  the  instructioas  to  our 
•aid  minister  given,  until  our  further  orden* 

Witness,  President  of  the  Congress  of 

the  United  States  of  America,  at  the 

day  of  17      and  in 

the  year  of  our  independence. 

The  said  committee  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  of 

credence  to  the  secretary  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary 

residing  at  a  foreign  coort|  which  was  agreed  to  ai 

follows : 

VOL*  ir.  ^5 


SM  eU^BET  JOUUTAL.  [Oct  IS, 


[iDMit  the  ftddress  of  the  king,  prince  or  potentate.] 

TakiDg  into  consideration  the  various  events  which 
tnay  deprive  us  of  the  services  of  our  minister  plenipo-  . 
tentiary  at  your  codrt,  and  being  desirous  that  at  all 
times  you  should  be  assured  of  our  constant  good  wiR 
and  affection,  we  have  nominated  •    seere- 

tary  to  our. minister  in  case  of  the  death 

or  the  necessary  absence  of  our  said  minister}  to  reside 
at  your  court,  an4  to  transact  all  such  matters  and  things 
relating  to  us,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  necessary. 
We  beseech  you  to  give  entire  credit  to  every  thing 
which  he  sliall  deliver  on  our  part,  especially  when  he 
shall  assure  you  of  the  permanency  of  oor  friendship. 
And  we  pray  God,  that  he  will  keep  your  ia 

his  holy,  proteotion. 
Done  at  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  and  in  the 

year  of  our  independence. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  prepare  the  form 
of  a  letter  of  credence  to  Mr.  Jay,  td  represent  these 
states  at  the  court  of  Spain,  in  case  a  treaty  shall  be 
signed  with  that  court. 


r- 


OCTOBER  13,  1779. 


Mr.  Jay  having  desived  to  be  informed,  1st,  in  what 
manner  he  is  to  be  supplied  with  money  for  Ihs  expenses 
on  bis  arrival  in  Europe ;  2d,  whether  he  will  be  allow- 
ed any  money  for  secret  services ;  3d,  whether  he  is  to 
advance  money  to  distressed  Americans,  who  may  ap» 
ply  to 


1T79.1  FORCIGN  AFFAIRS.  fttS^ 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  comnittee 
of  three. 

The  memben-^Mr.  Laurens,  Mr,  Jenifer,  Mr.  liang-^ 
don. 

A  letter  of  July  10,  1779,  from  J.'G.  Derricks,  at 
Amsterdam,  and  sundry  letters  between  governour 
TrambuU  and  the  said  Mr*  Derricks,  being  laid  before 
Congress,  were  ref<^rred  to  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Witherspoon  and  Mr.  Lovell; 
members  of  the  committee  for  foreign  afiairs,  be  added 
to  the  foregoing  committee.   . 

Ordered,  That  the  said  coounittee  prepare  the  in- 
struction to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  appointed  to 
negotiate  with  the  court  of  Spain,  to  endeavour  to  ob- 
tain for  the  United  States  the  liberty  of  taking  salt  from 
Sal  Tortuga,  and  cutting  logwood  and  mahogany  in  the 
bay  of  Honduras ;  and  that  the  former  committee  be 
discharged  of  that  business. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Morris, 

That  the  minister  of  these  states  to  his  catholich 
majesty  .  be  privately .  instructed  to  recede  from  the 
claitn  of  a  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
mentioned  in  his  instructions,  below  the  thirty* first  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  on  condition  of  a  grant  of  a  free 
port  therein  also  mentioned,  if  the  obtaining  such  navi- 
gation shall  be  found  an  insuperable  bar  to  the  pro«> 
posed  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce  between  these 
states  and  his  catholick  majesty:  Provided  always, 
that  the  power  herein  contained  be  confined  to  the  said 
minister,  and  not,  in  case  of  his  death,  or  absence,  to 
be  exercised  by  any  other  person. 


«lt 


SfXWtr  JOVKRAli. 
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A  ditrislon  i^ais  catted  for.    And  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  first  clause,  as  far  as  to  the  prorlso,  tbcf 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  llr.  Mercer- 
New  Hampsbire,      Mr.  Peabody, 

Mr.  Langdon, 


n:i 


At. 


MaisabbusfeUs  Biyi  Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holteni 


RhddeUand, 
Connecticuti 


New  York, 


New  Jeraeji 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  dardlina, 


South  Carolina, 


Nd.) 
Ay.  I 


DiviDin. 


Mi.  Marchaat, 


>^N6. 


Mr.  Sherman,        No. 
Mr.  Huntington,   No 
Mr.  Root,  No 


Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


t\ 


At. 


Mr. 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Arntstrong, 

Mr.  Atiee, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
If r.  Mathews, 


At. 


Af. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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OCTOBER  14, 177  J. 

Ordered,  That  the  first  blank  in  the  commission  to  ^ 
the  secretary  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  for  nego- 
tiating with  Spain  be  filled  up  with  **  the  honourable 
**  William  Carmichael,  esquire,  a  delegate  in  Congress 
^*  from  the  state  of  Maryland ;''  and  the  second  blank 
with  "'  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and 
*^  of  alliance  with  his  catholick  majesty  ;^'  the  blank 
ttiet  "  i^itness,''  with  *'  his  excellency  Samuel  Hunt- 
lAgtoti,  esquire ;''  and  the  other  blanks  successively 
^iih  "  Philadelphia,"  "  twenty-ninth,'*  "  September," 
"1779,"  "fourth."     ' 

That  the  first  blank  in  the  commission  to  the  secre- 
tary t6  the  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a 
treaty  of  peace,  Sic.  be  filled  up  with  "  the  honourable 
^  Francis  Dana,  esquire,  a  delegate  in  Congress  from 
^^  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  a  member  of  the 
*'  council  of  the  said  state ;"  the  second  blank  with 
'*  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce  with 
"  Great  Britain ;"  and  the  other  blanks  as  above. 

That  the  first  blank  in  the  commission  for  the  secre- 
tary to  the  minister  at  the  court  of  Versailles  be  filled 
with  ^'  John  Laurens,  esquire,  member  of  the  house  of 
^<  representatives  for  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and 
<<  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States ;" 
the  second  blank  with  ^^  at  the  court  of  Versailles," 
striking  out  ^*  appointed  to ;"  and  the  other  blanks  as 
above. 
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OCTOBER  15,  1779. 

The  commiUee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of  cre- 
dence for  the  honourable  John  Jay,  esquire,  brought 
in  a  draft,  which,  being  read  and  amended,  was  agreed 
to  as  follows : 


GREAT  AND  BELOVED  FRIEND, 

*■ 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
deeply  impressed  with  the  high  sense  of  the  magna- 
nimity of  your  majesty,  and  of  your  friendly  disposition 
towards  these  states,  and  having  an  earnest  desire  to 
improve  into  a  firm  and  lasting  alliance  such  friendly 
disposition,  have  appointed  the  honourable  John  Jay, 
esquire,  late  President  of  Congress,  and  chief  justice  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  to  reside  at  your  court,  in  quality 
of  minister  plenipotentiary,  that  he  may  give  you  more 
particular  assurances  of  the  high  regard  we  entertain 
for  your  majesty.  We  beseech  your  majesty  to  giv($ 
entire  credit  to  every  thing  be  shall  deliver  on  our  part, 
especially  when  he  shall  assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of 
our  friendship.  And  we  pray  God,  that  he  will  keep 
your  majesty  in  his  most  holy  protection. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  fifteenth  day  of  October, 
in  t^e  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-nine.  By  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  of  North  America.  Your  good 
friends. 

President. 
Attest. 
Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 
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The  committee,  consistbg  of  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr* 
Jeoifer,  Mr.  Langdoo,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  La- 
veil,  appointed  to  prepare  an  instruction  to  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  with  his  catholick  majesty,  and  for  other  ^ 
purposes,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration ;  And  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  additional  instruction 
be  given  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating 
a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  his  catholick 
majesty. 

SIR, 

You  are  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  for  obtaining 
permission  for  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  these 
states*  to  lade,  and  take  on  board  their  vessels,  salt  at 
the  island  of  Sal  Tortuga  ;  and  also  to  cut,  load,  and 
bring  away  logwood  and  mahogany  in  and  from  the 
bay  of  Honduras  and  its  rivers ;  and  to  build  on  the 
shores  store  houses  and  magazines  for  the  wood  cutters 
and  their  families  in  the  extent  ceded  to  his  Britan* 
nick  majesty  by  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  defini- 
tive treaty,  concluded  at  Paris  the  10th  day  of  Februa- 
ry, 1763;  or,  in  as  great  extent  as  can  be  obtained. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  these  states  at  the*  court  of  Prance, 
desiring  him  to  take  the  most  effectual  means  for  sup- 
plying the  ministers  appointed  to  treat  with  his  catho- 
lick majesty,  and  with  his  Britannick  majesty,  and  their 
secretaries,  with  two  thousand  Louis  d'ors,  to  be  dis- 
tributed in  proportion  to  their  respective  salaries,  and 
giving  the  strongest  assurances  to  the  said  minister 


that  Congress  will  immediateiy  take  measures  for  re* 
placing  the  said  sum,  as  weif  as  for  establishing  a  fond 
in  Europe  for  the  future  support  of  all  die  eaVassieft 
from  these  states. 

Resolved,  That  should  the  minister  appointed  to 
treat  with  his  catholick  majesty  advance  or  procure 
advances  of  money  to  be  made  upon  necessary  occa- 
sions  for  the  relief  of  distressed  Americans,  be  shall 
be  reimbursed  and  indemnified  for  such  advances. 

The  committee  having  reported.  That  it  appears  to 
them  that  a  loan  may  be  obtained  in  Holland — 

Resolved,  That  a  proper  person  be  authorized  and 
instructed  to  negotiate  that  business  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  nomi- 
nating, and  Thursday  next  for  electing,  a  proper  per- 
son to  negotiate  a  loan  in  HoHand. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  brought  ia  the 
foregoing  report,  prepare  a  letter  to  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  these  United  States  at  the  court  of 
France. 

OCTOBER  16,  1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of  France  brought  in  a  draft,  which  was  agreed 
to,  as  follows : 

SIR, 

Congress  have  appointed  the  honourable  John  Jay, 
esquire,  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  trea- 


1^.]  W€MBI6tt  AtTAtM.  9tk 

ty  or  amity  ftnd  commerce,  and  of  alliance  between 
hiA  catfaolick  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca; and  the  hononrable  John  Adams,  esquire,  minister 
plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace,  and 
a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain.  The  ho- 
nourable William  Catmichael,  esquire,  is  appointed 
secretary  to  the  first,  and  the  honourable  Francis  Dana, 
esquire,  secretary  to  the  last  mentioned  embassy.  Mf. 
Jay  and  Mr.  Carmichael  will  embark  on  board  the 
Confederacy,  continental  ship  of  war,  now  in  Dela- 
ware, ready  to  sail  for  France.  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr. 
Dana  will  probably  take  their  passages  on  board 
La  Sensible,  one  of  his  most  christian  majesty^s  fri- 
gates, in  the  harbour  of  Boston.  The  salaries  annex- 
ed to  these  appointments,  respectively,  are  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum  to  the 
ministers,  and  one  thousand  pounds  sterling  to  the 
secretaries.  And,  in  order  to  enable  these  gentlemen 
to  enter  without  embarrassment  upon  the  duties  of 
their  several  functions,  I  am  authorizedi  by  an  act  of 
Congress  of  the  Idtb  instant,  a  certified  copy  of  which 
will  accompany  this, .  to  request  you,  sir,  to  take  the 
most  effectual  means  for  supplying  them  with  two  thou- 
sand Louis  d'ors  in  distributions  proportioned  to  their 
respective  salaries,  and  to  assure  you,  on  the  faith  of 
Congress,  that  speedy  and  proper  measures  will  be 
adopted  both  for  repaying  that  sum,  and  for  establish- 
ing a  fund  for  the  future  support  of  ail  the  embassies  of 
these  United  States  in  Europe. 

You  will  likewise  find  enclosed  a  certified,  copy  of 
an  act  of  Congress  of  the  4th  instant,  by  which  you 
will  be  informed  that  your  salary  is  also  to  be  two 
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thousand  fire  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum ;  and 
that  John  Laurens,  esquire,  a  member  of  the  house  of 
representatives  for  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and 
lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  is 
appointed  by  Congress  to  be  secretary  to  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  France* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  kc 


OCTOBER  18,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  a  proper 
person  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  Holland  ;  and  Mr.  John 
Adams  was  put  in  nomination  by  G.  Morris* 

Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  by  Mr.  Mathews. 

Mr.  Woodbury  Langdon,  by  Mr.  Sharpe. 

On  motion  of.  Mr.  Morris»  seconded  by  Bfr.  Ma- 
thews, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  instructions  to  the  person  who  may  be  em- 
powered to  negotiate  a  foreign  loan* 

The  members  chosen— Mr.  Morris,  Mr*  Mathews^ 

and  Mr.  Gerry. 

♦ 

OCTOBER  21,  1779.  ^ 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  to 
the  person  who  may  be  empowered  to  negotiate  a 
foreign  loan  brought  in  a  report. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  taken  mto  consideration  on 
Monday  next. 
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GongretB  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  penon  to 
negotiate  a  loan  in  Holland;  and  the  ballots  being 
taken, 
*  The  honourable  Henry  LaurenSy  esquire,  was  elect- 
ed. 

OCTOBER  26,  1'779. 

.  Congress  took  into .  consideration  the  report  of  ibe 
committee  on  iontructions  to  the  person  appointed  to 
negotiate  a  loan  in  Holland :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  he  be  instructed  to  :borrow  a  sum 
not  exceeding  ten  million  dollars,  at  the  lowest  rate 
possible^  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annam.-x 

Resolved,  That  he  be  empowered  to  employ,  on 
the  best  terms  in  his  power,  some  proper  mercantile  or 
banking  house  in  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  or  elsewhere, 
in  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries,  to  assist 
in  the  procuring  of  loans,  to  reeefre  and  pay  the  mo- 
ney borrowed,  to  keep  the  accounts,  and  to  pay  the 
interest. 

That  he  be  also  empowered  to  pledge  the  faith  of 
t^  United  States,  by  executing  such  securities  or  obli- 
gatiotis  for  the  payment  of  the  money  asihe  may  think 
pref>er ;  and  also  that  the  interest  shall  not  be  reduc- 
ed, nor  the  prindpal  paid,  daring  the  term  for  which 
the  same  shall  have  been  borrowed,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  lenders,  or  their  representatives. 

That  he  be  directed  to  give  notice  to  Congress  of 
any  loan  made  by  him,  or  under  his  authority,  and  to 
direct  the  house  by  him  employed  to  accept  and  pay 
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the  billg  of  exchange  which  may  be  drawn  ander  the 
authority  of  Congreas. 

Resolved,  That  a  commissioner  be  appointed^  and 
furnished  with  instructions  for  entering  into  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
low  countries. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  oCthree  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  commission  for  the  person  appointed  to 
negotiate  a  loan  in  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low 
countries,  and  also  instructions  for  the  person  to  be 
appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce with  th^  said  provinces,  and  a  commission  fer 
that  purpose. 

The*  members  chosen— ^Mr  Mathews,  Mr.  Itooston, 
and  Mr*  Morris. 

OCTOBER  30,  1779. 

Mr.  H.  Laurens  was  nominated  by  Mr  Merchant  to 
4)e  appointed  a  commissioner  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
low  countries. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prf  pare  a  eomnnislioil 
for  the  person  appointed  to  negotiatie  a  loeo  in  tba 
United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries  bron^  in  er 
draft,  which,  being  read  alid  amended,  was  agreed  to 
fiks  follows : 
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The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, to  the  Honoarable  Henry  Laarens,  Esquire, 
Delegate  from  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and 
formerly  President  of  Congress,  Greeting. 

We,  repqsing  especial  trust  and  confidenqe  in  your 
patriotism,  ability,  conduct  and  fidelity,  do  by  these 
presents  constitute  and  appoint  you  the  said  Hepcy 
Laurens,  during^  our  pleasure,  ovr  agei»t,  for  and  is 
behalf  of  the  said  United  States,  to  negotiate  -a  loftn* 
with  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politick  end  coipo- 
rate^  promising  in  good  faith  to  ratify  pnd  confirm 
whatsoever  shall  by  you  be  done  in  the  premises,  or 
relating  thereunto. 

Witness,  Ilia  Excellency  Samuel   Huntington,  Es- 
quire, President  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Static  of  America  at  Philadelphia,  the 
day  of/  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

and  in  the 
year  df  our  independence* 

Attests 

NOVEMBER  1,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the.  election  of  a  cdmmi»* 
sioner  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries ;  and 
the  ballots  being  taken^ 
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The  honourable  Henry  Laurens,  esquire,  was  elect- 
ed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Fell, 

That  Mr.  Laurens  be  allowed  a  salary  at  the  rate  of 

sterling  in  full  for  his  services  and 
expenses. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by. 

Mr.  Pea  body,  to  strike  out,  ^' in  full  for  his  services 

■ 

*^and,''  and  to  insert, '^^  over  and  above  his  reasons^ 
*^ble." 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  the  words  moved  to  be 
struck  out,  stand,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mff  Morris — 

* 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody,       No.  )  » 

Mr.  Langdon,       NcJ-^®^ 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Loveli, 

Mr.  Holten/ 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Marchant,  '^Ar. 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,       Nq. ) 

Mr.  Huntington,    Ay.  >  Ay. 
Mr.  Root,  Ay.  j 

New  York,  •  Mr.  Morris,  Ay.  >  . 

Mrk  Lewis,  Ay. ) 

New  Jersey,        ^  Mr.  «Witbeii8pooB,<No. 

Mr.  Scudder,         No.  1^^ 
Mr.  Fell,     .'      .  Ay;  ^'*^- 
Mr.  Houston,  '      No. 
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PenoBylvaiiia^' 


Maryland, 

Virginia  I 
North  Carolina, 


Mr.Searle,  No. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.^  No. 

Mr.  Wynkoop,      Ay. 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr*  Griffin, 

Mr.  Hamet, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


Soath  Carolinaj        Mr.  Mathews, 


Ay.) 
Ay.  5 


At. 


>"Ay.X 


i;:} 


At« 


>Ar. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made'  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Fell, 

That  the  blank  be  filled  with  the  words  <<  fifteen 
"  hundred.'' 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Morris — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody,       No. 

Mr.  Langdon,       Ay 


: 


DiVIDBD. 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 


Ay. 

Ay.^  Air- 
Mr.  Partridge,       Ay. 


Rhode  Island, 
Coiuiecticut, 


Mr.  Marchant, 


>At. 


Mr.  Sherman,        Ay. 

Mr.  Huntington,   Ay.^  Ar.- 

Mr.  Root,  Ay. 


New  York, 


Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


No. 
No 


: 


No. 


1 


New  Jeniy^ 
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PennsylvaDia^ 


Mr.  Witbefspoon^^'\ 
Mr.  Scadder,        Av.  I  a^ 
Mr.  Pell,  Ay.  p^' 

Mr.  HoustoDi        Ay. J 

Mr.Searle,  -^7*} 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.>  At. 
Mr.  Wy  nkoop.      Ay. ) 


Maryland, 


Virgiaia, 
North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 


No 

No 


:} 


No. 


Mr.  Griffio,  Ay.  >Av.x 


Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


A,.| 


Ay 


At. 


South  Carolina,        Mr.  Mathews, 


>At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

And  on  the  question, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Laurens  be  allowed  a  salary  at 
the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum 
in  full  for  his  services  and  expenses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mor- 


ris, 


Resolved,  that  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to 
make  like  provision  for  the  passage  of  Mr.  Laurens  to 
Europe,  as  was  directed  to  be  made  for  Messrs.  Jay 
and  Adams. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Griffin, 

That,  whenever  by  the  death  of  any  minister  of  the 
United  States,  his  secretary  shall  exercise  the  office  of 
charge  des  affaires,  or  resident,  such  secretary  be 
allowed  at  and  after  the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds 


irm.1 


wimamiffM*. 


•lerling  per  aiuiiiiiii  in  fidl  far  bit  swpvicM  and  ex- 
penses. 

On  whicb  Ibe  prtvious  qmstioa  was  tacfved  by  Mn 
&ockler,  secwded  by  Mr*  HoUcn ;  and  on  the  qoesiion 
to  agree  to  the  pre?iou8  question,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Morris*-** 

New  Hampshirei      Mr.  Peabody,        Ay.  7  a 

Mr.  Langdon,        Ay.  5 


Massadiusetta  Bay,  Mr.  LovalU 

Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Partridge, 


No. 
Ay. 

Ay. 


At. 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


Maw  Jersey, 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


Nj;  I  Dm»». 


Mr.  Witfaerspooo,  Ay.'^ 
Mr.  Scudder,         Ay.  I  ^^ 
Mr.  Fell,  Ay.  p^' 

Mr.  Houston,        Ay.  J 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg 
Mr.  Wynkoop 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


Ay  ) 
rg,  Ay.S 
»      Ay.> 


Ay* 


South  Carolina,        Mr.  Mathews, 


>At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflSnnative,  and  the  modoa 

was  set  aside. 

VOL.  II.  37 


990  d£CRET  JOURNAL.  [No?.  1« 

On  motion  of  Mr»  Scudder,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lang- 
don, 

Retblired,  That  Mr.  Lanrent  be  amborised  to  em- 
ploy a  proper  secretarj  upon  the  oaoet  reasonable 
terms,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  three  handred  pounds 
sterling  per  annum,  the  same  being  allowed  to  his 
credit.  % 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  commission 
for  the  commissioner  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
low  countries,  brought  in  a  draft,  which  was  agreed  to 
as  follows  : 


The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled,  to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  send 
greeting : 

Whereas  an  interccmrse  between  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries  and  the  citi- 
zens of  these  United  States,  founded  on  the  principles 
of  equality  and  reciprocity,  may  be  of  mutual  advan- 
tage to  both  nations : 

Know  tk,  thbrbfore,  That  we,  confiding  in  the  in- 
tegrity, prudence  and  ability  of  the  honourable  Henry 
Laurens,  esquire,  delegate  from  the  state  of  South 
Carolina,  and  formerly  President  of  Congress,  have 
nominated,  constituted  and  appointed,  and  by  these 
presents  do  nominate,  constitute  and  appoint  him  the 
said  Henry  Laurens  our  commissioner,  giving  him  foil 
power,  general  and  special,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to 
confer,  treat,  agree  and  conclude  with  the  person  or 
persons  vested  with  equal  powers,  by  the  states  gene- 
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ral  of  the  said  United  ProTioces,  of  and  coDceming  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  ^  and  whatever  shall  be 
so  agreed  and  concluded,  for  us  and  in  our  name,  la 
sign,  and  thereupon  to  make  such  treaty,  conventions 
and  agreements  as  he  shall  judge  conformable  to  the 
ends  we  have  in  view ;  hereby  promising  in  good  faitl^ 
that  we  will  accept,  ratify  and  execute  whatevef  shall 
be  agreed,  concluded  and  signed  by  our  said  commis* 
sioner. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  caused  these  presents> 
to  be  given  in  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  the  first 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  in 
the  fourth  year  of  our  iodependeoce« 

NOVEMBER  5, 1779. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by- 
Mr.  Gerry,  to  reconsider  the  resolution  of  the  1st  in* 
instant,  authorizing  Mr.  Laurens  to  employ  a  secretary,, 
so  far  as  to  alter  the  salary  from  three  hundred  to  ft 
sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  sterling. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  resolution  be  recon- 
sidered, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.. 
Morris — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody,       Ay. )  a 

Mr.  Langdon,        Ay.  5  ^^• 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry ,'  Ay.  7  . 

Mr.  Hollcn,  Ay.  $  ^^- 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Marchant,  ^Ar. 
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New  York,  Mr.  Mcmis,  No.)  ^ 

»lr*Lewi»,  No.^^^- 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder,         Ay.) 

Mr.  Fell,  No.V  No. 

Mr.  HovtiDii,        No. ) 

Pennsylvanid,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,   Ay. )  * 

•     Mr.  Wynkoop,  -    Ay.  5  ^^^ 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater,  No.  >  »* 

Mr.  Forbes,  No.  5  ^*^- 

North  CSarolina,       Mr.  Harnfet,  No. )  n.„.^.^ 

Mr.  Sharpe,  Ay.  J  I^'^'"^- 

South  Carolinai        Mr.  Mathews,  ^At. 

So  it  was  roiolvod  » the  affirmttiTO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hol- 
ten,  the  word  *^  three'^  waa  atiniek  oaU 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Holten,  thst  the  word  ^  fire^^  be  inserted^ 

When  the  question  was  aboi»t  to  be  put,  the  deter* 
mination  thereof  was  postponed  by  the  state  of  New* 
York. 


NOVEMBER  6,  1779. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  the  deter- 
mination of  which  was  yesterday  postponed,  the  yeas 
and  nays  btifig  required  by  Mr.  Morris — 

New  Hampibkift,      Mr^  Peatxidy,  )*At. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  Ay.  \ 

Jiiv%  Holten,  ky^  >  Ar . 

.     Mr.  Partridge,       Ay.) 


It9».} 


HMaan  aitaim. 


Rhode  Isiaad» 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 


Mr.  Marcfaant, 

Mr.  Morris, 
Mr*  LiewiSy 


>^Ay. 


No. 
No 


:| 


No. 


Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr*  Houston, 


Ay. 

No.  >  No. 
No. 


Pennsjlvania, 
Maryland, 


North  OaroUoa, 


Mr.  Searle,  Ay. ) 

Mr.  Mableoberg,  Ay. ) 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Hamet, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


No 

No 


No. 
Ay 


Ay. 


No. 


DiriDBD. 


South  Carolina,        Mr.  Mathews^ 


>At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  that  the  words  ^  the  same  be  allowed  to 
crediti"  be  stmck  out. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as 
amended,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr- 
Morris — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody, 

Mr.  Langdon, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Partridge, 


Ay.> 

Ay.  5 


At. 


Rhode  Island, 
New  York, 


Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  >  At. 
Ay.  J 

>'Ar. 


No. 
No 


:| 


No. 
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New  Jeney,  Mr.  Scadder,        Ay.  i 

Jir.  Fell,  No^VAt. 

Mr.  HouatoD,        Ay.) 

Penosylvaniay  Mr.  Searle,  Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.  J  ^^* 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater,  No.  >  j*^^ 

Mr.  Forbes,  No. ) 

North  Carolina,        Mr.  Harnct,  No. )  d,^,^„^ 

.    Mr.  Sbarpe,  Ay.  5 

South  Carolina,        Mr.  Mathews,  ^At« 

.  •  •  • 

So  it  was 

Resohred,  That  Mr.  Laurens  be  authorized  to  em- 
ploy a  proper  secretary  upon  the  most  reasonable 
terms,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
sterliog  per  annum. 


NOVEMBER  8,  1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  secoifded  by  Mr.  Pea- 
body, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
instructions  to  the  person  appointed  to  negotiate  a  loan 
in  the  United  Provinces  of  the  lew  countries,  be  in- 
structed to  prepare  the  form  of  a  letter  to  the  ministers 
plenipotentiary  to  the  courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid, 
directing  them  to  inform  his  most  christian  majesty, 
and  his  catholick  majesty,  of  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Laurens  for  negotiating  a  loan  in  the  United  Provinces 
of  the  low  countries,  and  to  solicit  the  aid  of  their 
majesties  on  that  occasion. 

The  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  France,  having  on  the  4tb  transmitted  to  Con- 
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gress  a  oopy  of  the  letter  of  credence  from  his  moet 
cbriitiao  majetty,  and  of  the  speech  he  intends  to  make 
at  his  publick  audience,  the  same  were  referred  to  Mr. 
Morris,  Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Houston,  who,  on  the 
6th,  reported  the  draft  of  an  answer,  which  was  this 
day  taken  into  consideration. 

And  on  debating  this  clause,  **  His  most  christian 
^'  majesty,  by  patronising  the  liberty  and  independence 
'^  of  America,  justly  acquired  the  name  of  protector  of 
^^  the  rights  of  mankind" — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Partridge,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  by  patronising  the 
^^  liberty  and  independence  of  America,"  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert  <^  has ;"  and  on  the  question.  Shall  the 
words  moved  to  be  struck  out,  stand,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry- 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody, 

Mr.  Langdon, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge, 


No. 
Ay. 

No. 


:} 


DiVIDKD. 


Rhode  Island, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Houston, 


Ay 

No!}  No. 
>-At. 

Ay.  I  ^^' 


Ay. 


Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.^  At. 

Mr.  Wynkoop,      Ay. 


Delaware, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 


>^At. 


noiun*  JomiAi-        [Nov.  is»  vm. 


Maiylaod.  Mr*  Plate,  Ay. }  ^^ 

Mr.  Forbosi  Aj« ) 


Hr.  GrifiD,  yArn  X 

North  CaroliDa,       Mr.  Haniet,  ^Ar.  x 

Soath  Carolina,       Bfr.  Mathews,  ^Aw. 

So  it  was  reaolf  ed  b  the  affiroiatiya. 
The  answer,  beiog  debated  by  paragraphs^  was 
agreed  to. 

NOVEMBER  IS,  1779. 

The  chevalier  de  la  Luseme  having  transmitted  ta 
Congress  another  copy  of  the  speech  he  intends  to 
make  at  his  publick  audience,  the  sane  was  read: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  8th,  to  agree  to 
the  draft  of  an  answer  reported  by  a  committee,  be 
reconsidered ;  and  that  the  report  and  the  paper  from 
the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three. 

The  members — Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Houston  and  Mr. 
Dickinson. 

On  the  13th,  the  committee  reported  an  answer, 
which  jras  agreed  to. 

And  the  Wednesday  following  was  assigned  for  the 
publick  audience. 

{Seo  Iht  jmbfick  joemalorim  Nomriier,  Vfl9.] 


Japk  lHO.]  IMmM  AmAOS.  Mf 


Oa  the  8Mfll  of  Jenotry,  1760,  the  minhter  plenipo- 
tentbry  of  Ptaoce  irenBDitted  to  Congress  the  fol- 
lowing fnemorial  i 

Pbilad^lpbi^i  Jaquary  35, 1780* 

Tk9  miqitliaf  plooipoif  ntiary  of  France  has  received 

fHproiB  wdera  from  the  king^hia  asaater  to  iaform  Con- 

(JTMit  Itet  tha  praaefMt  aititatioB  of  the  affaka  of  the 

nUiapce  ia  Kkirope  ftnniMiMas  the  oaoe^sitjr  of  another 

eM^pnigfii  which  ia  tD4iaptii9tUe  to  briag  England  io 

aa  MViHy^hdgmwi  of  iha  independence  of  the  thirteen 

Unilad  Si»le«t  fvhiab  is  the  aaseniial  piyrpose  of  the 

iH'efaiH  fP9r«    That  power  is  Making  preparatioiii  the 

W»i  pupper  for  ^oatifiuing  Uie  war  with  ^igoar,  and 

tppMri  willing  to  employ,  in  the  course  of  this  year, 

tm  tht  «9ans  possible  to  procure  repf  ration,  fay  pome 

mpoiMAt  Mte'priae,  for  the  loaaes  it  has  already  aas- 

•teilfifci    Cpngneas  caaaot  douht  bat  that,  in  this  skoar 

lim  ^  edUfSf  hi^  meet  ehrislian  majesty  and  the  king 

#f  JSpaui  have  eo«c^r((ad  plans  to  maintain  that  aupe- 

aiofitjir  •by  ^ea,  whicfa  has  begua  to  appear  ia  their  fa- 

4f^aiir  ;  Mid  ih^  underwritten  has  reason  to  l^liere,  that 

the  IJoiied  Stales  hwre  nothing  to  desice  of  iheir  ally, 

lOVfihing  tJ»  nm  he  is  Making  of  the  resonrces  of  his 

realm,  and  (be  efficacy  of  the  aneasures  adopted  by  the 

cabi^tf  .of  VjeraaiHea  and  Madrid.    But  while  this 

powerful  diversion  retains  in  Europe  nnd  the  West 

Indies  the  greater  part  of  the  land  and  sea  forces  of 

the  common  enemy,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
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United  States,  on  their  part,  should  make  eiTorts  propor- 
tionable to  the  greatness  of  th^e  object  for  which  they 
are  contending.  The  only  means  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  calamities  of  the  war  is  to  push  it  with  new  rigour ; 
to  take  effectual  measures  immediately  for  completing 
the  army,  and  putting  it  in  condition  to  begin  an  early 
campaign.  It  is  also  necessary  to  concert,  as  far  as  the 
distance  of  places  will  permit,  a  plan  of  common  opera- 
tions ;  and  this  is  one  of  the  principal  points  on  which 
the  underwritten  minister  is  ordered  to  consult  wilh 
Congress.  He  is  also  ordered  to  assure  this  assembly 
that  the  king,  being  informed  of  the  wants  of  the 
American  army,  with  respect  to  arms  and  ammunitioD« 
has  commanded  his  ministers  to  make  suitable  arrange* 
ments  for  supplying  them.  It  is  necessary  that  the 
underwritten  minister  should  confer  with  Congress  oa 
the  subjects  just  mentioned.  Besides,  he  has  some 
particular  circumstances  to  comoiunicate  relative  to 
the  present  or  probable  sti^te  of  the  negotiations  ;  and 
he  desires  that  this  assembly  will  be  pleased  to  infom 
him  in  what  manner  they  will  receire  the  comnMiftka- 
tion,  the  subject  of  which,  as  well  as  the  plao  of  ope- 
rations for  the  ensuing  campaign^  requires  the  most 
profound  secrecy.  In  the  mean-  while,  he  now  only  ae^ 
sures  Congress,  that  in  the  whole  course  of  the  n^o- 
tiations  carried  on  last  year,  the  king  would  not  listea 
to  either  peace  or  truce,  without  an  assurance  of  some 
sort,  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

LE  CHEV.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 
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JANUARY  36,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  a  committeee  or  seven  be  appoint- 
ed to  receive  the  communications  of  the  honourable 
the  minister  of  France. 

The  members — Mr.  Mathews,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Griffin 
and  Mr.  M'Kean. 


JANUARY  28,  1780. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  the  communi- 
cations of  the  minister  of  France,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  and  summary : 

No.  1. 

£ztract  of  a  despatch  from  lord  Weymouth  to  lord 
Grantham,  dated  March  16,  1779* 

My  language  to  the  marquis  of  Almodavar,  flowing 
from  my  ardent  desire  of  peace,  has  gone  too  far,  and 
felled  in  precision,  if  it  imported  a  disposition  to  ex- 
change the  royal  honour  and  manifest  rights,  for  a 
decent  exterior  and  plausible  temperature.  Let 
France  propose  her  complaints,  pretensions,  or  points 
of  any  kind  whatever,  and  an  adequate  answer  will  be 
given  :  Or  let  there  be  a  truce  for  a  certain  tim«  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  during  which  period 
the  pretensions  of  one  and  the  other  may  be  adjusted 
through  the  good  offices  of  his  catholick  majesty.  Let 
the  colonies  propose  their  complaints^  and  the  condi- 
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tions  for  their  security  and  caution  by  which  may  be 
re-established  the  continuance  and  antbority  of  a  law- 
ful government ;  t^  shall  thsitt  %^  \t  #e  can  come  to  a 
direct  and  immediate  agreement.  Or,  if  they  also  pre- 
fer th^  method  abovementioned,  let  there  be  likewise 
a  truce  made  with  Korth  America,  that  is,  a  real  truce, 
and  effective  suspension  of  hostilities,  during  which 
the  liberty  and  effects  of  all  sorts  and  classes  of  per- 
sons may  be  re-established  and  secured,  and  all  vio- 
lence suspended  on  one  side  and  the  other,  against 
the  respective  individuals  and  the  estates  or  effects 
they  possess.  Ill  Ibtese  (rut^  the  Fl«nch  may  treat 
of  their  own  peculiar  matters  without  giving  the  um- 
brage which  would  be  inevitable  i(  they  mixed  in  the 
negotiation  their  own  particular  advantages  with  the 
supposed  interests  of  those  whom  Prance  afieCts  to 
call  her  allies :  And  his  Britannick  majesty  may  es- 
tablish the  government  of  his  own  dominions,  without 
diift  dfeagreeaUe  birctitnstante  tit  tcttMtg  the  trim- 
ditions  relative  thereto  A-om  the  h^nds  of  k  d^dared 
entmyi 

No,  2. 

The  ultiitihttra)  bf  th^  pro):>bsitiDiis  ttnide  by  the 
cathollck  kidg  to  the  two  toarts  of  tkth  &nd  Lbn- 

lit  these  openings  or  propositidns  bad  come  imme- 
diately after  the  king  had  made  his  for  thevforming  of 
a  plan  of  reconciliation,  many  difficulties  might  have 
been  i'emoved,or  adjusted,  by  the  modifications  which 
it  might  haVe  been  practicable  to  have  liegotialed,  if 
reciprocal  good  taith  h^d  existed,  and  a  tonfidence  to 


€OMhid«  t  peaoe^  But  having  lost  mort  than  two 
iMatbi^  tiok^i  wMliqiit  sMatioiiiiig  vhat  bad  bMn  use* 
lata^  iqicm  belbrai  and  that  during  tbis  iaterval  than 
wU  BO  eaftsatioo  «i  graat  ppejMaratiooa  for  ifar,  auc- 
pkloot  iMvitaUy  ariaaii  that  tha  objaei  ol  fingtaad  is 
to  cooamna  tha  raaaoiaing  aooiha  of  tba  camipa^i  and 
to  eontinoe  tbo  war  ^ilh  vigour.  If  ibis  ba  tha  casti 
every  attemfH  of  the  Idag  wilt  ba  ottless  towarda 
ostablisbing  coticord  batwean  the  bcUigarent  fowers* 
Nevartbelesa  his  aBOJcaty,  wiiliiq;  to  give  iba  last  proof 
of  his  love  of  bmnaotty)  and  to  demoDstraia  that  be 
has  left  oothiag  uadooe  to  impede  and  put  a  stop  to 
the  caktmittes  of  war^  has  comnanded.  that  the  foI« 
lowing  plan  be  proposed  to  the  tiro  courts^  which  on 
his  part  is  the  ^imahtm  of  his  negotiatiob  t  That 
there  shall  be  a  s^spenaion  uf  ointis  wiih  Fraoce 
without  limitation)  aod  nnder  this  canditiM-'^lBt  aei« 
ther  of  the  Mbgersot  powers  shall  break  it  witboot 
giving  the  <aiher  one  year's  previons  votioe*  That 
wllh  a  view  tiiat  this  sospeasion  of  hoatilities  may 
le^staMish  rocspiocat  socoricy  and  goad  SbAA  between 
tbo  two  crowns,  there  sbaH  ba  a  ganerai  disarnHag^ 
within  one  month,  in  all  the  European  )  wiAin  four,  in 
ihoae  of  Annrica  ;  and  within  eighty  or  one  year,  ia 
the  dioat  retaote  pests  of  Africa  amd  Asia*  That  ia 
the  space  <of  one  month  a  ;place  shall  be  fised  upon,  it^ 
Which  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the.  two  courts  shall 
meet  to  treat  of  a  definitive  adjostmeat  of  peace,  re* 
golate  the  respective  restitutions  or  cotapensatiaos 
necessary  ia  conseqoonce  of  the  reprisals  that  havt 
been  made  without  any  declaration  of  war,  and  to 
settle  such  matters  of  complaint  or  pretensions^  as  the 
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one  crown  may  have  against  the  other ;  to  the  accom- 
pitshiaent  of  which  end,  the  king  will  continue  his  me- 
diation ;  and  does  now,  for  the  holding  of  this  iCon- 
gre88,  make  an  offer  of  the  city  of  Madrid.  That  a  like 
suspension  of  hostilities  shall  be  separately  granted  by 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  lo  the  American  colonies, 
through  the  intercession  and  mediation  of  his  catholick 
majesty,  to  whom  the  king  of  Great  Britain  shall  pro« 
mise  the  observance  thereof,  and  with  the  condition 
not  to  break  it,  withoat  giving  his  majesty  one  year's 
previous  notice,  in  order  that  he  may  communicate  the 
same  to  the  said  American  provinces  :  And  that  there 
be  a  reciprocal  disarming,  the  same  as  with  France, 
in  the  same  times  and  places,  regulating  the  limits  that 
shall  not  be  passed  by  the  one  or  the  other  party,  with 
respect  to  the  places  they  may  respectively  occupy 
at  the  time  of  ratifying  this  arrangement.  That  for 
settling  these  particulars  and  others  relative  to  the 
stability  of  the  said  suspension,  and  the  effects  it  may 
produce  while  it  subsists,  there  shall  be  sent  to  Ha- 
drid  one  or  more  commissaries  on  behalf  of  the  colo- 
nies ;  and  his  Britannick  majesty  shall  aho  send  his, 
under  the  mediation  of  the  king,  if  necessary  ;  and 
that  in  the  mean  time,  the  colonies 'shall  be  treated  as 
independent  in  fact.  Finally,  in  case  all  the  belli- 
gerent powers,  or  any  one  of  them,  or  if  only  the  said 
colonies  demand  that  the  treaties,  or  agreements,  which 
shall  be  concluded,  be  guarantied  by -these  powers  and 
by  Spain,  the  same  shall  be  done.  And  the  catholick 
king  now  makes  an  offer  of  his  guarantee  to  these  pre- 
liminaries. 


Na«  3. 

< 

fiKtract  of  an  answer  of  the  coart  of  London  to  the 
propositions  contained  in  the  oltimatnm  of  Spain, 
dated  May  4, 1779. 

The  propositions  of  the  catholick  king  tend  directly 
to  the  end  which  Spain  had  proposed,  to  form,  from 
the  pretensions  of  the  colonies  to  independence,  one 
common  cause  with  them  and  with  France.  If  the 
conditions  which  the  court  of  Versailles  had  communi- 
cated to  his  catholick  majesty  do  not  present  a  better 
aspect  than  this  for  the  treaty,  or  do  not  offer  less 
imperious  and  less  unequal  terms,  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  has  only  to  lament  that  he  finds  the  hopes  frus- 
trated, which  he  had  always  conceived,  of  a  happy 
restoration  of  peace,  as  well  for  bis  own  subjects,  as 
the  world  in  general. 

A  summary  of  the  communications  made  by  the 
minister  to  the  committee,  and  by  them  reported 
to  Congress,  January  28,  1 780. 

The  minister  of  France  informed  the  committee, 
that  he  had  it  in  command  froip  his  king  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  Congress,  That  the  British  cabinet 
have  an  almost  insuperable  reluctance  to  admit  the  idea 
of  the  independence  of  these  United  States,  and  will  use 
every  possible  endeavour  to  prevent  it.  That  they  have 
filled  several  of  the  courts  of  Europe  with  negotiations, 
in  order  to  excite  them  to  a  war  against  France,  or  to 
obtain  succours ;  and  are  employing  the  most  strenu- 
ous endeavours  to  persuade  the  several  powers  that 
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the  United  States  are  disposed  to  enter  into  treaties  of 
accommodation.  That  many  persons  in  Europe  are 
actualljr  employ^  in  bringi^i;  sucb  trwiies  to  perfec- 
tion ;  and  that  tbejr  have  no  doabt  of  tbeir  auccess* 
That  the  objecu  which  the  Brttjab  cabapet  hope  for 
from  those  measures  are,  to  destfoy  the  superiority 
which  France  has  now  at  sea,  by  diverting  her  powers 
and  resources  from  naval  to  land  operations,  and  by 
engaging  her  in  a  land  war,  where  she  must  risk  very 
important  interests,  while  England  would  risk  nothing 
but  money ;  or  to  break,  or  weaken  the  alliance,  by 
destroying  the  confidence  which  the  allies  ought  to 
have  in  each  other*  That  his  most  christian  majesty 
gives  no  credit  to  the  suggestions  of  Britain  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  the  United  States ;  and  it  is  neces- 
sary that  measures  be  taken  for  the  preventing  of  other 
powers  from  being  deceived  into  a  belief  of  them. 
That  the  negotiations  of  Britain,  as  far  as  could  yet  be 
learned,  had  not  succeeded.  That  the  dispositions  of 
all  the  European  powers  are,  as  fiir  as  eao  be  known, 
very  friendly  to  France ;  but  some  of  dnm  may  fae  en- 
gaged in  secret  treaties  with  Britain,  which  may  oblige 
them,  in  some  ^vent,  to  assist  her  with  troops  even 
against  their  incliQations.  That  such  event  m^y  aris^i 
and  if  it  should,  it  is  probable  it  will  produce  an  armed 
mediation,  the  consequences  of  which  would  be,  that 
the  allies  must  accept  of  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
mediator,  or  continue  the  war  under  the  disadvantage 
of  having  the  forces  of  the  mediator  united  with  those 
of  their  enemies.  That,  in  such  event,  it  is  possible 
the  terms  proposed  will  be  such  as  Spain  offered,  and 
Britain  rejected,  in  the  last  proposed  media tion^   That, 


-diough  Hia  fMwers  who  may  be  noder  fuch  eagagc- 
'MBitt  by  tittaty  to  Ontat  Brttab,  from  their  friendly 
^poaitioo  towardi  his  moit  chriatiaD  majesty,  may  be 
very  unwitliiig  tp  give  assistaDoe  to  his  enemies,  yet 
they  may  find  k  indispensably  necessary  in  complt'^ 
ance  with  their  engagements ;  bat  it  is  not  improbable 
that  flieir  reluctance,  or  the  distance  of  their  dominions, 
nay  delay  such  assistance,  if  granted  at  all,  so  as  to 
be  too  late  for  the  next  campaign*    That  should  the 
enemy  bein  poaseasion  of  any  part  ef  the  United  States, 
at  the  close  of  the  next  campaign,  it  will  be  extremely 
diflScult  to  bring  Great  Britain  to  acknowledge  their 
independence ;  and  if  a  mediator  should  be  oflSsred, 
while  the  enemy  is  in  possession  of  any  part,  an  im- 
partial mediator  coold  not  easily  refute  the  arguments 
which  might  be  used  for  its  retaining  such  possessions. 
And  probably  a  mediator  well  disposed  towards  Great 
Britain  might  insist  on  her  holding  them ;  and  if  not 
agreed  to,  the  hostility  of  such  a  mediator  would  be  the 
necessary  coaaequence.    That  should  Great  Britain 
iorm  each  alliances,  or  procure  such  aid  as  are  the  ob- 
jeeis  of  her  present  negotiations,  there  will  be  every 
reaaon  to  fear  a  long  and  an  obstinate  war,  whereof 
:the  final  event  may  be  doubtful.    That  this  view  of 
afiairs  plainly  points  out  the  necessity  for  the  greatest 
possible  vigour  in  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign, 
in  order  to  dispossess  the  enemy  of  every  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  put  them  in  condition  to  treat  of 
peace,  and  accept  of  a  mediation,  with  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage; and  the  preparations  for  it  ought  to  be  as 
speedy  and  as  effectual  as  possible.    That  France  and 
Spain  are  prepared  to  make  a  very  powerful  diversion, 
VOL.  lu  39 
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and  will  exert  themselves  most  strenuoasly  for  pre- 
serving and  improving  their  naval  saperiority,  and  for 
employing  the  powers  of  the  enemy  in  Europe  and  the 
West  Indies.  The  minister  declared,  as  from  himself, 
that  he  doubted  not  his  most  christian  majesty  wiH 
spare  some  ships  to  the  United  States,  if  it  can  be  done 
without  endangering  his  superiority  at  sea;  and  that 
an  application  made  to  the  minister  informally  is  more 
eligible  than  to  the  king,  because  it  would  give  his 
majesty  great  pain  to  refuse  the  request,  though  he 
might  be  in  no  condition  to  grant  it.  That  at  all  events 
supplies  should  be  prepared  on  a  supposition  that  the 
ships  will  be  granted;  and  such  supplies  should l>e  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  agent  for  the  marine  of  FraDCe, 
and  considered  as  the  king's  property* 

He  desires  to  be  informed,  as  far  as  Congress  may 
tleem  proper,  what  force  the  United  States  can  bring 
•into  the  field  next  campaign  ?  On  what  resources  they 
rely  for  their  maintenance,  and  necessary  appoint- 
ments? And  what  shall  be  the  general  plan  of  the 
-campaign,  on  supposition  either  of  having,  or  not  hav- 
ing, the  aid  of  ships  of  war  ?  He  gives  it  as  his  opinioo, 
that  an  application  for  clothing  may  be  made  to  his 
most  christian  majesty  with  prospect  of  success ;  and 
although  measures  have  been  taken  for  sending  arms 
and  warlike  stores  to  America,  yet  it  would  be  prudent 
in  Congress  not  to  neglect  any  other  means  for  pro- 
curing those  supplies,  or  supplies  of  clothing. 
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JANUARY  31,  1780. 

Congress  takiog  into  consideration  the  foregoing 
communications, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  answer  be  given  to 
the  communications  of  the  honourable  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  France :  That  Congress  enter- 
tain the  most  grateful  sense  of  the  unremitting  at- 
tention given  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States  by 
their  illustrious  ally ;  and  consider  the  communications 
made  to  them  by  his  minister  under  his  majesty's 
special  command  as  equally  wise  and  interesting* 
That  the  confidence  which  they  repose  in  his  majesty,, 
in  consequence  of  his  so  generously  interesting  himself 
in  the  affairs  of  these  United  States,  and  the  wisdom 
and  magnanimity  of  his  councils,  determines  them  ta 
give  the  most  perfect  information  in  their  power  of 
their  resources,  their  views  and  their  expectations. 

That  to  this  end,  they  state  as  follows :  That  the 
United  States  have  expectations  on  which  they  caa 
rely  with  confidence  of  bringing  into  the  field  an  army 
of  25,000  effecAve  men,  exclusive  of  commissioned 
officers.  That  this  army  can  be  reinforced  by  militia 
so  as  to  be  in  force  sufficient  for  any  enterprises  against 
the  posts  occupied  by  the  enemy  within  the  United 
States.  That  supplies  of  provisions  for  the  army  in 
its  greatest  number  can  certainly  be  obtained  within 
the  United  States;  and  the  Congress,  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  several  states,  can  take  effectual 
measures  for  procuring  them  in  such  manner  as  that  no 
operation  will  be  impeded.    That  provision  also  foe 
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such  of  the  forces  of  his  most  christian  mftjesty  as  may 
be  employed  in  coDJuactioo  or  co-operation  with  those 
of  the  United  States,  can  be  procured  ander  the  direc- 
tion of  Congress ;  and  such  provision  shall  be  laid  op 
in  magazines,  agreeably  to  such  instructions  as  his- 
majesty's  minister  plenipotentiary  shall  give ;  and  the 
magazines  shall  be  put  under  the  direction  of  the  agent 
of  the  marina  of  France.  That  Congress  rely  on  the 
contributions  of  the  states  by  taxes,  and  on  moneys  to 
be  raised  by  internal  loans  for  the  pay  of  the  army. 
That  supplies  of  clothing,  of  tents,  of  arms  and  war- 
like stores,  must  be  principally  obtained  from  foreign 
Nations ;  and  the  United  States  must  rely  chiefly  on 
Che  assistance  of  their  ally  for  them ;  bnt  every  other 
means  for  procuring  them  are  already  taken,  and  will 
be  prosecuted  with  the  greatest  diligence.  That  the 
United  States,  with  the  assistance  of  a  competent  naval 
force,  would  willingly,  during  the  next  campaign,  carry 
on  the  most  vigorous .  offensive  operations  against  the 
enemy  in  all  the  posts  occupied  by  them  within  the 
United  States.  That  without  such  naval  force,  little 
more  can  be  attempted  by  them  than  straitening  the 
quarters  of  the  enemy,  and  covering  the  interior  parts 
of  the  country.  That  their  forces  must  be  disposed  in 
such  manner  as  to  oppose  the  enemy  with  the  greatest 
effect,  wheresoever  their  most  considerable  operations 
may  be  directed.  That  at  present  the  southern  states 
seem  to  be  their  principal  object,  and  their  design  to 
establish  themselves  in  one  or  more  of  them  ;  but  their 
superiority  at  sea  over  the  United  States  enables  them 
to  change  their  objects  and  operations  with  great 
facility,  while  those  of  the  United  Slates  are  rendered 


FOllBldll  AVTAIES.  309 

difieolt  by  tha  great  extent  of  country  they  bave  to 
defesA^  That  Coogrttt  are  bappy  to  find  that  bU  most 
obrietian  majesty  gi?es  no  credit  to  Iho  suggestions  of 
tbe  Britisb  cabinet  relative  to  the  dispositions  of  tbe 
United  States,  or  any  of  tbem,  to  enter  into  treaties  of 
accommodation  with  Great  Britain;  and  wish  his 
majesty  and  all  the  powers  of  Europe  to  be  assured, 
that  such  suggestions  are  insidious  and  without  foun* 
dation.  That  it  will  appear  by  the  constitutions  and 
other  publick  acts  of  the  several  states,  that  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  possessed  of  arms,  possessed  of 
fiwedom^  possessed  of  political  power  to  create  and 
direct  their  magistrates  as  they  think  proper,  are  united 
in  their  determinations  to  secure  to  themselves  and 
their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty,  by  supporting 
tbe  independence  of  their  governments,  and  observing 
their  treaties  and  publick  engagements  with  immove- 
able firmness  and  fidelity.  And  the  Congress  assure 
his  majesty,  that  should  any  individual  in  America  be 
found  base  enough  to  show  the  least  disposition  for 
persuading  the  people  to  tbe  contrary,  such  individual 
would  instantly  lose  all  power  of  effecting  his  purpose, 
by  forfeiting  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people. 

The  said  committee  report,  That  in  a  second  con- 
fnrence  with  tbe  honourable  the  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  France  he  communicated  to  them — 

That  his  most  christian  majesty,  being  uninformed 
of  the  appointment  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to 
trsat  of  an  alliance  between  the  United  States  and  his 
catbolick  majesty,  has  signified  to  his  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary td  the  United  States,  that  he  wishes  most 
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earnestly  for  such  an  alUance ;  and  in  order  to  make 
the  way  thereto  more  easy,  has  commanded  him  to 
commnnicate  to  the  Congress  certain  articles  which 
his  catholick  majesty  deems  of  great  importance  to  the 
interests  of  his  crown,  and  on  which  it  is  highly  neces- 
sary that  (be  United  States  explain  themseWes  with 
precision,  and  with  such,  moderation  as  may  consist 
with  their  essential  rights. 
That  the  articles  are — 

1.  A  precise  and  invariable  western  boundary  to 
the  United  States. 

2.  The  exclusive  navigation  of  the  river  Hississippi. 

3.  The  possession  of  the  Floridas ;  and 

4.  The  lands  on  the  left  or  eastern  side  of  the  river 
Mississippi. 

That  on  the  first  article^  it  is  the  idea  of  the  cabinet 
of  Madrid  that  the  United  States  extend  to  the  west- 
ward no  farther  than  settlements  were  permitted  by  the 
royal  proclamation  bearing  date  the         day  of 
1765. 

On  the  second,  that  the  United  States  do  not  con- 
sider themselves  as  having  any  right  to  navigate  the 
river  Mississippi,  no  territory  belonging  to  them  being 
situated  thereon. 

On  the  third,  that  it  is  probable  the  king  of  Spain 
will  conquer  the  Floridas  during  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent war ;  and  in  such  event,  every  cause  of  dispute 
relative  thereto  between  Spain  and  these  United 
States  ought  to  be  removed. 

On  the  fourth,  that '  the  lands  lying  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Mississippi,  whereon  the  settlements  were  pro- 
hibited by  the  aforesaid  proclamation,  are  possessions 
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of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain^  and  proper  objects 
against  which  the  arms  of  Spain  may  be  employed,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  permanent  conquest  for  the 
Spanish  crown.  That  such  conquest  may,  probably, 
be  made  during  the  present  war*  That  therefore  it 
would  be  advisable  to  restrain  the  southern  states  from 
making  any  settlements  or  conquests  in  those  territo- 
ries. That  the  council  of  Madrid  consider  the  United 
States  as  having  no  claims  to  those  territories,  either 
as  not  having  had  possession  of  them  before  the  prer 
sent  war,  or  not  having  any  foundation  for  a  claim  in 
the  right  of  the  sovereignty  of  Great  Britain,  whose 
dominion  they  have  abjured. 

That  his  most  christian  majesty,  united  to  the  catho- 
lick  king  by  blood  and  by  the  strictest  alliances,  and 
united  with  these  states  in  treaties  of  alliance,  and 
feeling  towards  them  dispositions  of  the  most  perfect 
friendship,  is  exceedingly  desirous  of  conciliating  be- 
tween his  catholick  majesty  and  these  United  States, 
the  most  happy  and  lasting  friendship. 

That  the  United  States  may  repose  the  utmost  con- 
fidence in  his  good  will  to  their  interests,  and  in  the 
justice  and  liberality  of  his  catholick  majesty ;  and  that 
he  cannot  deem  the  revolution  which  has  set  up  the  in- 
dependence of  these  United  States  as  past  all  danger 
of  unfavourable  events,  until  his  catholick  majesty  and 
the  United  States  shall  be  established  on  those  terms 
of  confidence  and  amity  which  are  the  objects  of  his 
most  christian  majesty's  very  earftest  wishes. 


^ 


; 
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The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Forbes^  Mr*  Ma- 
thews and  Mr.  Houston,  to  whom  was  neferred  a  re- 
port of  the  commissioners  of  accounts  of  the  35th 
October,  1779,  on  the  accounts  of  th^  honourable  John 
^d^ms,  l^te  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  report — 

That  they  do  not  find  any  vote  or  proceeding  of 
Congress,  nor  are  they  informed  of  any  general  or  re- 
ceived custom,  on  which  the  charge  of  moneys  for  the 
education  of  the  accomptant^s  son  can  be  admitted; 
and  though  the  same  is  inconsiderable,  they  are  of 
opinion  it  ought  to  be  rejected,  that  a  precedent  be  not 
established.  That  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  charge 
for  books  ought  to  be  admitted,  on  the  ground  of  a 
practice  which  has  obtained  in  different  nations  re- 
specting their  publick  ministers,  and  which  is  mention- 
ed by  Mr.  Adams  in  the  ejcplanations  attending  his 
vouchers.  That  they  find  the  several  charges  in  the 
said  accounts  conformable  to  the  strictest  principles  of 
economy ;  and  that  as  far  as  Mr.  Adams  has  been 
entrusted  with  publick  money,  the  same  has  been  care- 
fully and  frugally  expended. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  t-eport. 

MAY  19,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  bills  be  unmediateiy  drawn  on  Dr. 
Franklin  for  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  on  Mr. 
Jay  for  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  payable  at  sixty 
days  sight* 
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Resolyed,  That  the  board'of  treasury  be  empowered 
to  address  the  bills  of  exchange,  directed  to  be  drawn 
by  the  resolution  of  the  19th  of  the  present  month,  to 
fthe  fiersoiis  on  whom  (hey  are  directed  4o  be  drawn, 
respectively,  or  to  the  ministers  at  tbe  respective 
courts 4rf  Venailles  and  Madrid. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  be 
tlieecled  to  tranaaut  letters  of  advice  to  tbe  honourftble 
Senjamin  FranhJiio,  and  the  honourable  John  Jay, 
(respecting  ibe  bills  directed  to  be  drawn  on  them  by 
tihe  resohrtion  of  tbe  19th  of  tbe  present  month. 
'     Oti  a  report  from  the  oemmiitee  of  foreign  aiairSf 

Heaelred,  That  Congress  fuMy  approve  the  conduct 
«df  their  minister  at  the  covrt  of  Versailles  in  reclaimfing 
the  pricea  which  were  taken  by  the  squadron  lately 
ixMnmanded  by  captain  John  Paul  Jones,  and  sent  into 
the  poH -of  Bergen,  in  Norway ;  and  there,  by  an  order 
:of  the  court  of  Denmark,  at  tbe  instance  of  the  British 
tmioister,  seiaed  and  retomedk 

That  tbe  said  mitfi^^r  be  iastnicted  to  pursue  such 
iorlher  meaaiittes  <for  the  recovery  of  the  said  prises,  or 
-satiaAittfoin  fcr  ^htUt  detention,  as  he  may  judge  most 
>confiirmabIe  to  the  views  of  Congress,  who  are  deier- 
4Bioed  to  assert  tbe  rights  of  ^  sovereign,  independeat 
natsM* 

Resolved,  That  the  establishment  of  the  salaries  of 

the  hotKHirtfble  John  Adams,  and  his  secretary  Mr. 

Dana,  be  transmitted  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 

ihese  states  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  and  (hat  he  be 
VOL.  II.  40 
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directed  to  pay  their  drafts  to  the  ampuDt  of  thdr 
respective  salaries,  till  Congress  shall  take  further 
order  for  that  purpose* 


JUNE  20, 1780. 

On  a  report  from  the  committee  of  fore^  afiairSf 
Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  Congress  by  their  acts  and  proceedings  of 
the  21st,  26th,  and  30th  of  October,  1779,  did  appoint, 
empower  and  commissionate  the  honourable  Henrj 
Laurens,  esquire,  their  agent  in  the  United  Provinces 
of  the  low  countries,  for  obtaining. loans  of  money  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States  of  North  America :  And 
whereas  the  said  Henry  Laurens  bath  been  hitherto 
prevented  from  proceeding  on  the  business  of  his  said 
agency ;  and  no  other  person  being  authorised  to 
transact  the  same  until  he,  or  some  other . appointed  Jn 
his  stead,  shall  repair  thither  and  undertake  the  execa* 
tion  thereof,  a  favourable  occasion  of  promoting  tiie 
interests  of  these  states  may,  in  the  meantime,  be  lost : 

Resolved,  Therefore,  that  the  honourable  John 
Adams,  esquire,  now  at  Paris^  be  appointed,  empower* 
.ed  and  commissionated  to  repair  to  the  said  United 
Provinces  of  the  low  countries,  and  there  to  esecale 
all  and  singular  the  duties  assigned  to  the  said  I&nrj 
Laurens,  in  the  acts  and  proceedings  aforesaid)  relatife 
to  the  borrowing  of  money  on  behalf  of  these  sttiKeSt 
until  the  said  Henry  Laurens,  or  some  other  pecson 
appointed  in  his  stead,  shall  appear  to  widertake  the 
execution  thereof. 
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And  whereas  Congress,  bj  their  act  of  the  23d  No- 
vember  last,  did  resolve  that  bills  to  the  amount  therein 
mentioned  should  be  drawn  on  the  said  Henry  Lau- 
lens,  part  of  which  have  been  already  sold  and  proba- 
bly remitted : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Adams  be  authorised 
and  instructed  to  accept  such  of  the  said  bills  as  may 
be  presented  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  said  Henry 
Laurens,  or  other  person  appointed  in  his  stead  as 
aforesaid.  That  such  of  the  said  bills  as  shall  be  re- 
spectively proved  by  proper  testimony  to  have  been 
received  in  Holland,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  said 
John  Adams,  shall  be  paid  at  the  expiration  of  six 
months  from  the  time  they  shall  have  respectively 
been  received  there,  notwithstanding  the  six  months 
sight  at  which  they  are  drawn.  That  if,  in  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Adams,  the  state  of  the  business  of  his  present 
eommission  as  ministier  plenipotentiary  will  not  admit 
of  his  proceeding  to  Holland,  or  if  at  any  time,  by  rea- 
son of  any  disability,  he  shall  be  prevented  from  pro- 
ceeding therein,  the  honourable  Francis  Dana,  esquire, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  vested  ^ith  the  like  powers ;  and 
that  a  conditional  commission  be  sent  to  him  for  that 
purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  foreign  aflbirs  and 
the  board  of  treasury  transmit  to  the  said  John  Adams 
all  papers  and  documents  whatsoever  necessary  for  his 
information  and  direction  in  the  premises. 
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THE  COMMISSION  TO  JOBN  ADAMS,  EMUIRX. 

The  United  Sutes  of  America  ia  OMgress  auueoi- 
Ued,  to  the  HoMurftble  John  AdwDs,  Eiqoke, 
Greeting. 

Wherefts  by  our  comiHssion  to  the  honoorabie 
Henry  Laurens,  esquire,  bearing  date  the  30th  day  ot 
October,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord,  1779,  we  have  con- 
stituted and  appointed  him  the  said  Henry  Laurens^ 
during  our  pleasure,  our  agent  for  and  on  behalf  of  the 
said  United  States,  to  negotiate  a  loan  with  any  per- 
son or  persons,  bodies  politick  and  corporate :  And 
whereas  the  said  Henry  Laurens  has^  by  unavoidable 
accidents,  been  hitherto  prevented  from  proceeding  cm 
the  said  agency  :  We,  therefore,  reposing  especml  tvost 
and  confidence  in  your  patriotism,  abiKty,  conduct  and 
fidelity,  do  by  these  presents  constitute  and  appoint 
you  the  said  John  Adams,  until  the  said  Henry  Las- 
rens,  or  some  other  person  appointed  in  hit  stead,  shall 
arrive  in  Europe,  and  undertake  the  executioD  of  the 
aforesaid  commission,  our  agent  for  and  on  behalf  of 
the  said  United  States,  to  negotiate  a  loan  with  airy 
person  or  persons,  bodies  politick  and  corporate,  pro- 
mising in  good  faith  to  ratify  and  confirm  whatsoever 
shall  by  you  be  done  in  tlie  premises,  or  reiatiog 
thereunto. 

Witness  his  excellency  Samuel  Huntington,  eaqvire. 
President  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America^  at  Philadelphia,  the  20th  day  of  June,  in  the 
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]P€ar  of  oqr  Lord|  1780,  and  in  th«  fourth  ytar  o£  a«r 
iBdepeadeace. 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  PraaUwL 
AUest. 
Gbaelu  Thoimmmii  Secretary* 

COMMISSION  TO  FBANCIS  DANA,  BSQUIRK. 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  asaeiBh 
bled,  to  Francis  Daaa,  Esquire,  Greeting* 

Whereas  by  our  comoiiasion  to  the  lM>nourable  Henry 
Laurens,  esquire,  bearing  date  the  SOihday  of.Octo* 
ber,  1779,  we  have  constituted  and  appointed  him  the 
said  Henry  Laurens,  during  our  pleasure,  our  agent  for 
and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  negotiate  a  loan 
with  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politick  or  corpo- 
rate :  And  whereas  the  said  Henry  Laurens  having 
by  unavoidable  accidents  been  hitherto  prevented 
from  proceeding  on  his  said  agency :  We  have  by  our 
commiBsion  bearing  equal  dale  berewilh,  constituted- 
and  appointed  the  hoooaraUe  John  Adaias,  esquire, 
ODtil  the  said  Henry  Laurens,  or  some  other  persoa 
appointed  in  bis  stead  shall  arrive  in  Europe,  and  ubt 
dertake  the  execution  of  his  afoi'esaid  commisBion^  our 
agent  to  negotiate  a  Joan  as  aforesaid* 

And  whereas  it  may  so  happen  that  the  said  John 
Adams,  by  reason  of  some  di^bility  arising  from  the . 
state  of  the  business  of  his  present  appointment,  or 
otherwise,  may  be  prevented  from  undertaking  the  exe* 
cttlioii  of  the  said  commission,  or  having  uodertakea 
ft,  from  proceeding  therein  :  We,  therefore,  reposing 
especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  patriotism,  abili« 
ty,  condocl  and  fidelity,  do  by  these  pr^ents  consti- 


tiite  and  appoint  you  the  said  Francis  Dana,  in  the. 
event  of  the  disabilitj  of  the  said  John  Adams»  as 
aforesaid,'  until  Che  said  Henry  Laurens,  or  some  other 
person  appointed  in  his  stead,  shall  arrive  in  Europe, 
and  undertake  the  execution  of  the  aforesaid  commis- 
sion, our  agent  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  said  United 
States,  to  negotiate  a  loan  with  any  person  or  persons, 
bodies  politick  or  corporate,  promising  in  good  faith  to 
ratify  and  confirm  whatsoever  shall  by  you  be  done 
in  the  premises,  or  relating  thereto. 
Witness,  &c.  as  before. 

« 

JUNE  21,  1780. 

The  committee  of  foreign  afiairs,  to  whom  was  re^ 
ferred  a  letter  of  May  23,  from  Mr.  P.  Henry,  late 
governour  of  Virginia,  report — 

That  from  the  said  letter  and  other  papers  laid  be- 
fore them,  as  well  as  from  the  information  of  Mr.  G. 
Anderson,  they  find  that  Mr.  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman, 
merchant,  of  Lisbon,  hath  firom  the  commencement  of 
the  present  war  manifested  a  warm  and  steady  attach- 
ment to  the  cause  and  interests  of  the  United  States ; 
that  he  hath  expended  large  sums  of  money  in  carry- 
ing into  practice  schemes  prelected  by  him  for  assist- 
ing them  with  clothing  and  warlike  stores,  as  well  as 
in  supplying  great  numbers  of  American  prisoners  car- 
ried into  the  ports  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  with 
BKKiey  and  all  other  necessaries  for  their  comfortable 
subsistence  while  there,  and  for  their  return  to  their 
own  country  by  such  routes  as  they  preferred; 
that  from  the  great  Wealth  and  influence,  and  the  fa- 
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voiunMe  diiposilioDt  of  (be  md  Anold  H.  IMffmaiii 
maoj  benefits  might  be  derived  to  these  states  by  ene- 
hliog  him  to  be  more  pubUcklj  and  eztensATely  useful 
under  the  sanction  of  authority  from  Congress ;  that 
the  committee  are  assured  the  said  Mr.  Dobrman 
wishes  for  no  salary  or  emolument  for  his  services,  but 
simply  a  repayment  of  his  advances,  when  it  shall  be 
most  convenient :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Arnold  Hei\ry  Dohrman,  of  the  city 
of  Lisbon,  merchant,  be  appointed  agent  for  the  United 
States,  in  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  for  the  traasaelion 
of  such  affairs  of  the  said  states  as  may  be  committed 
to  his  direction. 

And  whereas  an  intercourse  and  protection  in  the 
ports  and  harbours  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  would 
be  of  es/iential  advantage  to  the  ships  and  subjects  of 
these  states,  and  every  means  ought  to  be  used  to  ob- 
tain such  privilege : 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these 
states  at  the  court  of. Madfid  be  instructed  to  make 
application  in  such  mode  as  he  in  his  discretion  may 
think  most  advisable  for  ascertaining  the  disposition 
of  the  court  of  Portugal,  and  to  inform  Congress 
whether  any  advantageous  connexion  can  be  formed 
with  that  power,  and  what  privileges,  if  any,  can  be 
obtained  for  the  subjects  and  ships  of  these  states* 

JULY  6,  1780. 

The  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  was  re* 
ferred  a  letter  of  the  first,  from  Mr.  H.  Laurens,  re- 
port as  their  opinion,  That  it  is  highly  expedient  that 


\ 


<ke  iMmirCible  R.  Lafiirein   4o  wpttr  to  Europe 
irkbout  loss  of  tine,  it  •order  to  eoter  on  the  ^schftfge 
of  the  eomnission  to  negocmte  a  lofto,  to  ^ich  he  has 
been  appointed  bjr  Congress. 
Resolved,  Tbat  Congress  agree  to  die  said  report. 


JULY  7^  1780. 

On  motioii  of  Mr.  Lorell,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Sher* 
man, 

flf>>8o1ved,  That  the  commission  which  was  agreed 
to  on  the  first  dajof  Noirembefr,  1779,  for  the  honoara- 
ble  Henry  Laurens,  as  a  commissioner  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  states  general 
of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  coantries,  be  de- 
livered to  htm  ;  and  that  the  consideration  of  the  in- 
stractions  relative  to  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  be 
for  the  present  deferred ;  and  that  Mr.  Laurens  on 
arrival  in  HoHand  inform  himself  of  the  state  of 
In  that  country,  and  advise  Congress  particulariy 
thereof,  that  they  may  be  able  to  decide  with  more 
certainty  upon  the  terms  on  which  such  treaty  ought 
to  be  settled. 

Hie  minister  of  France  having,  in  a  note  dated 
"SSth  June,  informed  Congress  that  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid has  sent  to  the  Havana  a  considerable  body  of 
forces  to  make  a  diversion  in  that  quarter ;  and  that 
the  govemour  of  Havana  desires  that  as  much  flout 
and  fresh  provisions,  such  as  cattle,  bogs,  suet,  lard 
and  pulse,  as  can  be  spared,  should  be  sent  thither ; 
and  the  minister  having  intimated  that  three  thousand 
barrels  of  Aoar  are  immediately  wanted,  and  that  he 


will  miilertalce  to  have  that  qnsotity  porehaaed  and 
sent,  if  Congress  approve  the  measure-*-the  foUowiag 
answer  was  retorned : 

That  the.  minister  of  France  be  informed,  that 
through  the  loss  of  Charleston,  the  numerous  army  the 
states  are  under  the  necessity  of  maintaining  in  the 
southern  department,  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  lightness  of  the  crops  in  the  middle  states,  as  well 
as  the  present  extraordinary  demand  for  the  purposes 
of  an  effectual  co-operation  with  the  expected  arma- 
ment of  his  most  christian  majesty,  have  not  left  these 
states  in  a  situation  to  admit  of  any  considerable  ex- 
port of  provisions ;  yet  Congress,  desirous  to  testify 
their  attention  to  the  necessities  of  his  catholick  ma- 
jesty's  colonies  and  armaments,  and  as  far  as  lies  in 
their  power  to  compensate  for  the  failure  of  supplies 
of  rice,  which  an  alteration  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
southern  states  has  unhappily  rendered  it  impractica- 
ble to  afford,  have  resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to 
the  state  of  Maryland  to  grant  permission  to  such  agent 
as  the  minister  of  France  shall  appoint,to  purchase  within 
that  state  any  quantity  of  flour,  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  barrels,  and  to  ship  the  same  to  such  colonies 
of  his  catholick  majesty  in  the  West  Indies  as  the  mi- 
nister of  France  may  direct.  That  many  of  the  arti- 
cles mentioned  in  the  memorial  of  the  minister  being 
such  as  the  colonies  of  his  catholick  majesty  furnish 
upon  better  terms  than  they  can  be  procured  from 
these  states  in  their  present  situation,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed they  will  feel  no  inconvenience  from  Congress' 
not  entering  at  this  time  into  any  determination  thereon, 
vox.  II.  41 


Reftolved,  That  Congress  will  fpom  tiflM  to  tine  sft 
ford  such  supplies  to  the  colonies  of  his  catholick  ma* 
jesty  as  their  circumstances  may  require,  aad  the  sitna* 
tioD  of  these  states  enable  them  lo  grant* 

JULY  10,  1780. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  to.  whom  were  refer- 
red sundry  letters  from  governour  Galvez  and  0« 
Pollock— 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  capitulation  of  the 
inhabitants  on  the  lake  Pontchartrain,  dated  October 
1*6,  1779,  and  copies  of  the  letters  of  bis  excellency 
Bernardo  de  Galvez,  governour  of  Louisiana,  one  dated 
8th  May  last,  to  the  President  of  Congress,  and  the 
other  to  Oliver  Pollock,  dated  21st  October  last,  be 
transmitted  to  the  honourable  John  Jay* 

■ 

JULY  19,  1780. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in 
favour  of  ihe  board  of  admiralty,  for  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  to  enable  them  to  procure  sea  stores  for  the 
passage  of  the  honourable  H.  Laurens* 

AUGUST  11,  1780* 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of 
Mr.  R.  Izard,  laid  before  Congress  an  account  exhi- 
bited by  Mr.  Izard  against  the  United  Slates  for  his 
ejcpenses  and  salary,  in  which  a  balance  of  fifty-two 
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thousand  one  bundr^  and  thirteen  livrea  is  slated  (o 
be  .due  to  Mr«  Isard :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  Henry  Laurens  b^ 
and  he  is  hereby  aathorized  aad  directed  to  pay  to  the 
order  of  the  honourable  Ralph  Izard  the  sum  of  fifty* 
two.thQ#sand  one  hundred  and  thirteen  livres  tournois, 
out  of  such  moneys  as  he  shall  borrow  for  the  use  of 
these  United  States  in  Holland. 


SEPTEMBER  15,  1780. 

The  minister  plempotentiary  of  France  transmitted 
to  Congress  a  letter  of  this  date  respecting  the  aboli* 
tion  of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  his  most 
christian  majesty,  with  an  authenticated  copy  of  a  de- 
claration of  the  king,  whereof  the  following  is  a  trans- 
lation : 

[SeettfrpibfiokjoiifMl,  Jaly  11,1780.] 
OCTOBER  4,  1780.-; 

• 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
certain  instructions  to  the  delegates  of  Virginia  by  their 
constituents,  and  a  letter  of  the  36th  May,  from  the 
honpMrable  John  Jay,  Congress  unanimously  agreed  tp 
the  following  instructions  to  the  honourable  John  Jay, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca at  the  court  of  Madrid. 

That  the  said  minister  adhere  to  bis  former  instruc* 
tions  respecting  the  right  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica to  the  free  navigation  of  the  r^ver  Mississippi  into 
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and  from  the  sea ;  which  right,  if  an  express  ackaow- 
4edgment  of  it  cannot  be  obtained  from  Spain,  is  not 
by  any  stipulation  on  the  part  of  America  to  be  relin- 
qaished.  To  render  the  treaty  to  be  concluded  b6- 
ti^een  the  two  nations  permanent,  nothing  can  mote 
effectually  contribute  than  a  proper  attention,  tiot  only 
to  the  present  bat  the  future  reciprocal  interests  of  the 
contracting  powers. 

The  river  Mississippi  being  the  boundary  of  serersl 
states  in  the  union,  and  their  citizens,  while  connected 
with  Great  Britain,  and  since  the  revolution,  having 
been  accustomed  to  the  free  use  thereof  in  common  with 

* 

the  subjects  of  Spain,  and  no  instance  of  complaint  or 
dispute  having  resulted  from  it,  there  is  no  reason  to 
fear  that  the  future  mutaal  use  of  the  river  by  the  sub- 
jects of  the  two  nations,  actuated  by  friendly  disposi- 
tions, will  occasion  any  interruption  to  that  harmony 
which  it  is  the  desire  of  America,  as  well  as  of  Spain, 
should  be  perpetual.  That  if  the  anlimiled  freedom  of 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  with  a  free  port  or 
ports  below  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  accessible 
to  merchant  ships,  cannot  be  obtained  from  Spain,  the 
said  minister,  in  that  case,  be  at  liberty  to  enter  into 
such  equitable  regulations  as  may  appear  a  necessary 
security  against  contraband ;  provided  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  be  not 
relinquished,  and  a  free  port  or  ports,  as  above  de* 
scribed,  be  stipulated  to  them. 

That  with  respect  to  the  boundary  alluded  to  in  his 
letter  of  the  96th  of  May  last,  the  said  minister  be  and 
hereby  is  instructed  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  United  States  as  already  fixed  by  CoOgress. 
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Spain  having  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  ceded  to  Great  Bri* 
tain  all  the  country  to  the  nortb-eastward  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, the  people  inhabiting  these  states,  while  connect- 
ed with  Great  Britain,  and  also  since  the  revolution, 
have  settled  themselves  at  divers  places  to  the  westwiaird 
near  the  Mississippi,  are  friendly  to  the  revolution, 
and  being  citizens  of  ihese  United  States,  and  subject 
to  the  laws  of  (hose  to  which  they  respectively  belong. 
Congress  cannot  assign  them  over  as  subjects  to  any 
other  power. 

That  the  said  minister  be  farther  informed,  that  in 
case  Spain  shall  eventually  be  in  possession  of  East 
and  West  Florida,  at  the  termination  of  the  war,  it  is 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  these  United  States  to 
have  the  use  of  the  waters  running  out  of  Georgia 
through  West  Florida  into  the  bay  of  Mezico,  for  the 
purpose  of  navigation ;  and  that  he  be  instructed  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  the  same,  snigect  to  such  regula- 
tions as  may  be  agreed  on  between  the  contracting 
parties ;  and  diat  as  a  compensation  for  this,  he  be 
and  hereby  is  empowered  to  guaranty  the  possession 
of  the  said  Floridas  to  the  crown  of  Spain. 

OCTOBER  6,  1780. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  seconded  by  Mr* 
Duane, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft  a 
letter  to  the  niihisters  of  the  United  States  at  the  courts 
of  Versailles  and  Madrid,  to  enforce  the  instructions 
given  by  Congress  to  Mr.  Jay,  by  their  resolutions  of 
ihe  4th  instant,  and  to  explain  the  reasons  and  prnici- 


plee  on  wfaipb  ike  same  are  fbuode^i  tl){K  jibey  moj  re^ 
apectively  be  enabled .  to  satisfy  tl^ose.  cpurty  of  the 
justice  and  equity  of  ibe  intentions  of  Congress. 

The  members — Mr.  Madisoni  Mr*  Sullivan  ao4 
Jfiv*  Duane* 

OCTOBBR  7 J  ITM* 

•    •       I  * 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ma^ 

thews, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to 
draft  a  memorial  to  the  court  of  Versailles,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  aids  and  supplies  for  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war  against  Great  Britain. 

The  members — Mr.  Howly,  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr. 
Ingersol  and  Mr.  Henry. 

OCTbBER  It,  lt«0. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  iti^ 
ministers  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stales  at  the 
courtfTof  Versailles  and  Madrid,  ezplainiqgj  the  reasoof 
and  principles  on  which  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Jay  of 
the  4th  instant  are  founded,  reported  a  draft  which  was 
•greed  to  as  follows  : 

*  "  .  I 

SIB, 

Congress  having  in  their  iostractioos -of  the  4th  in- 
stant, directed  you-  to  adhere  stclcUy  to  ti^ir  formeir 
instructions  relating  to  the  bouodafie;s  .of  the  United 
Siates,  to  insist  09  the  navigfstion  of  the*  Mississippi 
for  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  goouboq- with 
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Ike  subjects. of  biacallioHek  majesty,  a*  bIbo  on  a  fuse 
port  or  porU  belotr  the  northeiti  limit  ofWest  Florida^ 
aod .  aqeessiUe  to  mf^rchant  8bi{!>s  for  the  use  of  the 
former;  and  beiog  sensible  of  the  iniuence  which, 
tjkese  claims  on  the  part  of  ihe  Uokad  States  may  have 
OD  year  negotiations  wiih  the  court  of  Madrid,  have 
thought  it  expediiBnt  to  explain  the  reasons  and  prbci* 
pies  on^  which  t,he  same  are  founded,  that  you  may  be 
enabled  to  satisfy  that  court  of  the  equity  and  justice 
of  their  intentions* 

With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  articles,  by  which 
the  river  Missbsippi  is  fixed  as  the  boiindary  between 
tbe  Spanish  settlements  and  the  United  States,  it  is 
unnepessary  to  take  notice  of  any  pretensions  founded 
on  a  priority  of  discovery,  of  occupancy,  or  on  con- 
quest. It  is  suflicient  that  by  the  definitive  treaty  of 
Paris,  of  1763,  article  seventh,  all  tbe  territory  now 
claimed  by  the  United  Stales  was  expressly  and  irre- 
vocably ceded  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that 
the  United  States  are,  in  consequence  of  tbe  revolu- 
tion in  their  government,  entitled  to  tbe  benefits  of  that 
cession* 

The  first  of  these  positions  is  proved  by  tbe  treaty 
itself.  To  prove  the. last,  it  must  be  observed,  that  it 
is  a  fundamental  principle  in  all  lawful  governments, 
and  particularly  in  the  constitution  of  tbe  British  em- 
pire, that  ail  the  rights  of  sovereignty  are  intended  for 
the  benefit  of  those  from  whom  they  are  derived,  and 
over  whom  they  are  exercised.  It  is  known  also  to 
have  been  held  for  an  inviolable  principle  by  the 
United  States,  while  they  remained  a  part  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
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tand,  with  all  the  rights  Mid  powers  incladed  in  at,  dM 
not  extend  to  them  in  virttte  of  his  being  acknowledged 
and  obeyed  as  king  by  the  people  of  England,  or  of 
any  other  part  of  the  empire,  but  in  yirtne  of  his  being 
acknowledged  and  obeyed  as  king  of  the  people  of 
America  themselves ;  and  that  this  principle  was  the 
basis,  first  of  their  opposition  to,  and  finally  of  their 
abolition  of,  his  aodiority  over  them.  From  these 
principles  it  results,  that  all  the  territory  lying  within 
the  limits  of  the  states,  as  fixed  by  the  sovereign  him- 
self, was  held  by  him  for  their  particular  benefits,  and 
must  equally  with  his  other  rights  and  claims  in  quali- 
ty of  their  sovereign,  be  considered  as  having  devolved 
on  them,  in  consequence  of  their  resumption  of  the 
sovereignty  to  themselves. 

In  support  of  this  position  it  may  be  further  obeerv- 
ed,  that  all  the  territorial  rights  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  accrued 
to  him  from  the  enterprises,  the  risks,  the  sacrifices, 
the  expense  in  blood  and  treasure  of  the  present  in- 
habitants and  their  progenitors.  If  in  latter  times  ex- 
penses and  exertions  have  been  borne  by  any  other 
part  of  the  empire,  in  their  immediate  defence,  it  need 
only  be  recollected,  that  the  ultimate  object  of  them 
was  the  general  security  and  advantage  of  the  empire  r 
that  a  proportional  share  was  borne  by  the  states 
themselves ;  and  that  if  this  had  not  been  the  case,  the 
benefits  resulting  from  an  exclusive  enjoyment  of  their 
trade  have  been  an  abundant  compensation.  Equity 
and  justice  therefore  perfectly  coincide,  in  the  present 
instance,  with  political  and  constitutional  principles. 
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No  objection  can  be  pretended  against  what  is  here 
'said)  except  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  was,  at 
the  timie  of  the  rupture  with  his  catholick  majesty, 
possessed  of  certain  parts  of  the  territory  in  question, 
and  conseqnently  that  his  cathoKck  majesty  had  and 
aiill  has  a  right  to  regard  them  as  lawful  objects  of 
conquest.  In  answer  to  this  objection,  it  is  to  be  con- 
sidered, 1.  That  these  possessions  are  few  in  num- 
ber and  confined  to  small  spots*  2.  That  a  right 
founded  on  conquest  being  only  coextensive  with  the 
objects  of  conquest,  cannot  conqnreh^nd  the  circumja- 
cent territory.  3.  That  if  a  right  to  the  said  territory 
depended  on  the  conquests  of  the  British  posts  within 
it,  the  United  States  have  already  a  more  extensive 
claim  to  it  tlian  Spain  can  acquire,  having  by  the  suc- 
cess of  their  arms  obtained  possession  of  all  the  impor- 
tflmt  posts'and  settlements  on  the  Illinois  and  Wabash, 
rescued  the  inhabitants  from  British  domination,  and 
established  civil  government  in  its  proper  form  over 
them.  They  have,  moreover,  established  a  post  on  a 
strong  and  commanding  situation  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio :  whereas  Spain  has  a  claim  by  conquest  to 
no  post  above  the  northern  bounds  of  West  Florida, 
except  that  of  the  Natchez,  nor  are  there  any  other 
British  posts  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  for  their 
arms  to  be  employed  against.  4.  That  whatever  ex- 
tent oaght  to  be  ascribed  to  the  right  of  conquest,  it 
must  be  admitted  to  have  limitations  which  in  the  pre- 
sent case  exclude  the  pretensions  of  his  catholick 
majesty.  If  the  occupation  by  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  of  posts  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  as  defined  by  charters  derived  from  the  said 
VOL.  II.  42 
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king  when  constitutionally  authorized  to  grant  them, 
makes  them  lawful  object!  of  conquest  to  any  other 
power  than  the  United  States,  h  follows  that  every 
other  part  of  the  United  States  that  now  is,  or  may 
hereafter  fail  .into  the  hands  of  the  ^nemy,  is  equally 
an  object  of  conquest.    Not  only  New  York,  Long 
Island,  and  the  other  islands  in  its  vicinity,  but  almost 
the  entire  states  of  South  Carolina  and  .Georgia  might, 
by  the  interposition  of  a  foreign  power  at  war  with 
their  enemy,  be  forever  severed  from  the  American 
confederacy,  and  suiijected  to  a  foreign  yoke*    But  is 
such  a  doctrine  consonant  to  the  rights  of  nations,  or 
the  sentiments  of  humanity  ?  Does  it  breathe  that  spi- 
rit of  concord  and  amity  which  is  the  ann  of  the  pro- 
posed alliance  with  Spain  ?  Would  it  be  adoritttd  by 
Spain  herself,  if  it  affected  her  own  dominions?  Were, 
for  example,  a  British  armament  by  a  sudden  eater- 
prise  to  get  possession  -of  a  seaport,  a  trading  town^  er 
maritime  province  in  Spain,  and  another  power  at  war 
with  Britain,  should,  before  it  could  be  re-conqntred 
by  Spain,  wrest  it  from  the  hands  of  Britsiin,  woald 
Spain  herself  consider  it  as  an  eztinguishmeiit  of  her 
just  pretensions  ?  Or  would  any  impartial  nation  con- 
sider it  in  that  light  ?  As  to  the  proclamation  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  of  1763,  forbidding  his  gover- 
nours  in  North  America  to  grant  lands  westward,  of  the 
sources  of  the  rivers  falling  into  the  Atiantick  ocean,  it 
can  by  no  rule  of  construction  militate  against  the 
present  claims  of  the  United  States*    That  proclama- 
tion, as  is  clear  both  from  the  title  and  tenor  of  it,  was 
intended  merely  to  prevent  disputes  with  the  Indians, 
and  an  irregular  appropriation  of  vacant  land  to  indi- 
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▼idoals;  and  by  Ao  iiiealia  either  to  renounce  any 
parts  of  the  cessions  made  in  the  treaty  of  Paris,  or  to 
affiict  the  boundaries  established  by  ancient  charters* 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  expressly  declared  that  the  lands 
and  territory  prohibited  to  be  granted,  were  within 
the  sovereignty  and  dominion  of  that  crown,  notwith* 
standing  the  reservation  of  them  to  the  use  of  the 
Indians. 

The  right  of  the  United  States  to  western  territory 
as  far  as  the  Mississippi  having  been  shown,  there 
are  sufficient  reasons  for  them  to  insist  on  that  right, 
as  well  as  for  Spain  not  to  wish  a  relinquisbmeni 
of  it. 

In  the  first  place,  the  river  Mississippi  will  be  a 
more  natural,  more  distinguishable,  and  more  precise 
boundary  than  any  other  that  can  be  drawn  eastward 
of  it ;  and  consequently  will  be  less  liable  to  become  a 
source  of  those  disputes  which  too  often  proceed  from 
uncertain  boundaries  between  nations* 

Secondly,  It  oii^ht  not  to  be  concealed,  that  al- 
though the  vacant  territory  adjacent  to  the  Mississip* 
pi'  should  be  relinquished  by  the  United  States  to 
Spain,  yet  the  fertility  of  its  soil,  and  its  convenient 
situation  for  trade,  might  be  productive  of  intrusions 
by  the  citizens  of  the  former,  which  their  great  dis- 
tance'would  render  it  difficult  to  restrain ;  and  which 
might  lead  to  an  interruption  of  that  harmony  which  it 
is  so  much  the  interest  and  wish  of  both  should  be 
perpetual. 

Thirdly,  As  this  territory  lies  within  the  charter 
limits  of  particular  states,  and  is  considered  by  them 
as  no  less  their  property  than  any  other  territory  within 


tt  SfiCRET  JOURNAL.  [Oct.  TV, 

their  limits,  Congress  could  not  relinqoish  it  without 
exciting  discussions  between  thentelves  and  those 
states,  concerning  their  respective  rights  and  powers, 
which  might  greatly  embarrass  the  publick  councils 
of  the  United  States,  and  give  advantage  to  the  com- 
mon  enemy. 

Fourthly,  The  territory  in  question  contains  a  num- 
ber of  inhabitants,  who  are  at  present  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States,  and  have  sworn  allegiance 
to  them.  These  could  not  by  voluntary  transfer  be 
subjected  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  without  manifest 
violation  of  the  common  rights  of  mankind,  and  of 
the  genius  and  principles  of  the  American  govern- 
ments. 

Fifthly,  In  case  the  obstinacy  and  pride  of  Great 
Britain  should  for  any  length  of  time  continue  an  ob- 
stacle to  peace,  a  cession  of  this  territory,  rendered  of 
so  much  value  to  the  United  States  by  its  particular 
situation,  would  deprive  them  of  one  of  the  material 
funds  on  which  they  rely  for  pursuing  the  war  against 
her.  On  the  part  of  Spain,  this  territorial  fund  is  not 
needed  for,  and  perhaps  could  not  be  applied  to,  the 
purposes  of  the  war ;  and  from  its  situation  is  other- 
wise of  much  less  value  to  her  than  to  the  United 
States. 

Congress  have  the  greater  hopes  that  the  preten* 
sions  of  his  catholick  majesty  on  this  subject  will  not 
be  so  far  urged  as  to  prove  an  insuperable  obstacle  to 
an  alliance  with  the  United  States,  because  they  con- 
ceive such  pretensions  to  be  incompatible  with  the 
treaties  subsisting  between  France  and  'them,  which 
are  to  be  the  basis  and  substance  of  it.    By  article 
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eleventh  of  the  treaty  of  alliance,  eventaal  and  defen- 
sive, the  possessions  of  the  United  States  are  guaran- 
tied to  them  by  his  most  christian  majesty.  By  article 
twelfth  of  the  same  treaty,  intended  to  fix  more  precise- 
ly the  sense  and  application  of  the  preceding  article, 
it  is  declared,  that  this  guaranty  shall  have  its  full 
force  and  effect  the  moment  a  rapture  shall  take  place 
between  France  and  England.  All  the  possessions, 
therefore,  belonging  to  the  United  States  at  the  time 
of  that  rupture,  which  being  prior  to  the  rupture  be- 
tween Spain  and  England,  must  be  prior  to  all  claims 
of  conquest  by  the  former,  are  guarantied  to  them  by 
his  most  christian  majesty. 

Now,  that  in  the  possessions  thus  guarantied  was 
meant,  by  the  contracting  parties,  to  be  included  all 
the  territory  within  the  limits  assigned  to  the  United 
States  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  abovementioned,  which  de- 
clares, that  if  the  United  States  should  think  fit  to  at- 
tempt the  reduction  of  the  British  power  remaining  in 
the  northern  parts  of  America,  or  the  islands  of  Ber- 
mudas, &c.,  those  countries  shall,  in  case  of  success, 
be  confederated  with,  or  dependent  upon,  the  United 
States.  For,  if  it  had  been  understood  by  the  parties 
that  the  western  territory  in  question,  known  to  be  of 
so  great  importance  to  the  United  States,  and  a  reduc- 
tion of  it  so  likely  to  be  attempted  by  them,  was  not 
included  in  the  general  guaranty,  can  it  be  supposed 
that  no  notice  would  have  been  taken  of  it,  when  the 
parties  extended  their  views,  not  only  to  Canada,  but  to 
the  remote  and  unimportant  island  of  Bermudas.  It 
is  trae  that  these  acts  between  France  and  the  United 
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States  are  idno  respects  oUi'gatiMry  on  his  catholick 
majesty^  unless  he  shall  think  fit  to  accede  to  them. 
Yet  as  they  show  the  sense  of  his  mosi  christian  majes- 
ty on  this  subject,  with  whom  his  catholick  majesty  is 
intimately  allied ;  as  it  is  in  pursuance  of  an  express 
reservation  to  his  catholick  majesty  in  a  secret  act 
subjoined  to  the  treaties  aforesaid  of  a  power  to  accede 
to  those  treatiesv  that  the  present  overtures  are  made 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  ;  and  as  it  is  parti- 
cularly stated  in  that  a<ct,  that  any  conditions  which  his 
catholick  majesty  shall  think  fit  to  add,  are  to  be  ana- 
logous to  the  principal  aim  of  the .  alliance,  aod  con- 
formable to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity  and 
friendship.  Congress  entertain  too  high  an  opinion  of 
the  equity,  moderation  and  wisdom  of  his  catholick 
majesty  not  to  suppose,  that,  when  joined  to  these 
considerations,  they  will  prevail  against  any  mistaken 
views  of  interest  that  may  be  suggested  to  him. 

The  next  object  of  the  instructions  is  the  firee  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi  for  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  common  with  the  subjects  of  his  catholick 
majesty. 

'  On  this  subject,  the  same  inference  may  be  made 
from  article  seventh  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  which  stipu- 
lates this  right  in  the  amplest  manner  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  the  devolution  of  it  to  the  United 
Sutes,  as  was  applied  to  the  territorial  claims  of  the 
latter.  Nor  can  Congress  hesitate  to  believe,  that 
even  if  no  such  right  could  be  inferred  from  that  trea- 
ty, that  the  generosity  of  his  catholick  majesty  would 
not  suffer  the  inhabitants  of  these  states  to  be  put  into 
a  worse  condition,  in  this  respect,  by  the  alliance  with. 
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him^  ID  the'  chanioter  of  a  sorere^  people,  ttian  they 
were  in  when  raijects  of  a  power  ^o'  was  always 
ready  to  turn  their  force  against  hie  majeaty ;  espe- 
cially as  one  of  the  great  obfedi  of  (he  proposed  ai- 
liance  ia  to  give  greater  efiect  to  the  common  exerttooB 
fordfearming  that  power  of  the .  fecidty  of  disturbing 
others^  Besides,  as  the  United  States  have  an  fndia^ 
potable  right  to  the  possession  of.  the  east  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  for  a  very  great  distance,  and  the  naviga- 
tion of  that  river  will  essentially  tend  to  the  prosperity 
aod  advantage  of  the  citizens,  of  the  United  States  that 
may  reside  on  the  Mississippi,  or  the  waters,  running 
into  it,  it  is  conceived  that  the  circumstances  of  Spain's 
being  in  possession  of  thei  banics  on  both  sides  near 
its  mouth,  cannot  be  deemed  a  natural  or  equitable' bar 
to  the  free  usie  of  the  river*  Such  a  principle  would 
authorize  a  nation  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  cir* 
cwnstances  to  contravene  the. dear  indications  of  na» 
tore  and  Providence,  and  the  general  good  of  mankind. 
The  .usage  of  nations  accordingly  seems  in  such 
cases  to  have  given  to  those,  holding  the  mouth  or 
lower  parts  of  a  .river.no  right  against  those  above 
them,  except,  the  right  of  iniposing  a  moderate  toll, 
and  that  on  the  equitable  supposition,  that  such  toll  is 
due  for  the  expense  and  trouble  the  former  may  have 
been  put  to.  ^  An  innocent  passage  (says  Vattel)  is 
^^  due  to  all  nations  with  whom  a  state  is  at  peace  ;  and 
*^  this  duty  comprehends  troops  equally  with  indivi- 
^'  duals."  If  a  right  to  a  passage  by  land  through 
other  countries  may  be  claimed  for  troops,  which  are 
employed  in  the  destruction  of  mankind,  how  much 
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more  may  a  passage  by  water  be  claimed  for  com- 
merce, which  is  beneficial  to  all  nations. 

Here  again  it  ought  not  to  be  concealed,  that  the  in- 
conveniences which  must  be  felt  by  the  inhabitants  on 
the  waters  running  westwardly,  under  an  ezclnsion 
from  the  free  use  of  the  Mississippi,  would  be  a  con- 
stant and  increasing  source  of  disquietude  on  Ikeir 
part,  of  more  vigorous  precautions  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  and  of  an  irritation  on  both  parts,  which  it  is 
equally  the  interest  and  duty  of  both  to  guard  against. 

But  notwithstanding  the  equitable  claim  of  the  Unti- 
ed States  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
its  great  importance  to  them,  Congress  have  so  strong 
a  disposition  to  conform  to  the  desires  of  his  catholick 
majesty,  that  they  have  agreed  that  such  equitable  re- 
gulations may  be  entered  into  as  may  be  a  requisite 
security  against  contraband;  provided,  the  point  of 
right  be  not  relinquished,  and  a  free  port  or  porta  be- 
low the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  acces- 
sible to  merchant  ships,  be  stipulated  to  them. 

The  reason  why  a  port  or  ports,  as  thus  described, 
was  required  must  be  obvious.  Without  such  a  sttpu- 
Jation,  the  free  use  of  the  Mississippi  would  in  fact 
amount  to  no  more  than  a  free  intercourse  with  New 
Orleans  and  other  ports  of  Louisiana.  From  the  ra- 
pid current  of  this  river,  it  is  well  known  that  it  must 
be  navigated  by  vessels  of  a  peculiar  construction, 
and  which  will  be  unfit  to  go  to  sea.  Unless,  there- 
fore, some  place  be  assigned  to  the  United  States 
where  the  produce  carried  down  the  river,  and  the 
merchandise  arriving  from  abroad,  may  be  deposited 
iill  they  can  be  respectively  taken  away  by  the  pro- 
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fw  vcsfflltt  tbete  czm  Im  ftf  flboh  thbg  as.  a  foreigo 
incto. 

There  ik  a  rtnaiiiiog  coocideralioD  respiecting  the 

navigation  of  tha  aiinitoippi  vbicii  deeply  r oacerns 

Ika  isatslraie'poirem  in  gaaeral,  bat  more  {larticolarly 

fkeii  moat'  dimti^n  and  catholiok  aiajesiiet.     The 

a0ttaivy  'waMvad  kf  the  Ohio,  wHh  iu  large  branches, 

haiADg  tfam  aooicaa  .near  the  lakea  on  dne  side^  and 

Ihoflit  raoniag'iiaath*  west  ward  and  falling  into  it  on  the 

•ihar  aide;  irill  appear  from  a  single  glance  on  a  map 

to^  olvait  eateDt.    The  circumscanee  of  its  being 

a*'&bel7  walered,  added  to  the  siogohir  fertility  of  its 

eoili  and  tithar  advaqtages  presented  by  a  new  country^ 

wiltiiacaaiQO  a  rapidity  of  popnlatipa  not  easy  to  be 

ooaoctvsd.     The  spirit  of  emigratiott  has   already 

ahown -Itself  in  a  very  strong  degree,  notwithstanding 

ilwaiany  impediments  whiiph  discoorage  it.      The 

painpipal  of  these  impediments  is  the  war  with  Britain, 

ssbich  ea^not  spare  a  force  sufficient  to  protect  the 

oaiigrsms'  against  the  ineorsions  of  the  sarages.     In  a 

nry;  few  years  after  peace  shall  take  place,  this  coun* 

lay  will  certainly  be  overspread  with  inhabitants*     In 

fikn  manner  as  in  all  new  settlements,  agriculture,  not 

caamifactnres,  will  be  their  employment*    They  will 

twise  wheat,  corn,  beef,  pork,  tobacco,  hemp,  flax,  and 

in  the  soothem  parts,  perhaps,  rice  and  Indigo,  in  great 

4)oantitics.     On  the  other  hand,  their  consumption  of 

foreign  manufactures  will  be  in  proportion,  if  they  can 

be  exchanged  for  the  produce  of  their  soil.     There 

sure  batlwo  channels  through  which  such  commerce  can 

be  carried  on  \  the  first  is  down  the  river  Mississippi ; 

the  other  is  up  the  rivers  having  their  sources  near  the 
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lakes,  thence  by  short  portages  to  the  lakes,  or  the 
rivers  falling  iato  them,  and  theoce  through  the  lakes 
and  dowD  the  St.  Lawrence.  The  first  of  these  chan- 
nels is  manifestly  the  most  natoral,  and.  by  &r  the  moat 
advantageous.  Should  it  however  boi  obstmcted,  the 
second  .will  be  found  fiir  from  impracticable.  If  no 
obstructionsshould.be  thrown  in  its  come  down  the 
Mississippi,  the  exports  from  this  immense  tract  of 
country  will. not  only  supply  an  abnadance  of  aU  ne- 
cessaries for  the  West.  India  islands,  but  serve  for  a 
valuable  basis  of  general  trade,  of  which  the  rising 
spirit  of  commecce  in  Ffluice  and  Spain  will  no  doubt 
particularly  .avail  itself.  The  imports  will  be-  propor- 
tionally extensive;  and  from  the  climate,  as  well  as 
from  other  causes,  ffill' consist  of  the  mann&ctures  of 
the  same  countries.  On  the  other  hand,  should  olh 
struciions  in  the  Mississippi  force  this  trade  into  a  con- 
trary direction  through  Canada,  France  and  Spain, 
and  the  other  maritime  powers  will  not  only  lose  the 
immediate  benefit  <  of  it  themselves,  bat  they  will  also 
suffer  by  the  advantage  it  will  give  to  Great  Britain. 
So  fair  a  prospect  could  not  escape  the  commercial  sa« 
gacity  of  this  nation.  She  would  embrace  it  wick 
avidity.  She  would  cherish  it  with  the  most  stodions 
care.  And  should  she  succeed  in  fixing  it  in  that 
channel,  the  loss  of  her  exclusive  possession  of  the 
trade  of  the  United  States  might  prove  a  much  leas 
decisive  blow  to  her  maritime  pre-eminence  and  tyran* 
ny  than  has  been  calculated. 

The  last  clause  of  the  instructions,  respecting  the 
navigation  of  the  waters  running  out  of  Geoi|;ia  through 
West  Florida,  not  being  included  in  the  ultimatum,  nor 
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elmimcdoa  a  fodting  of  right,  reqaires  Dothiog  to  be 
added  to  what  it  speaks  itself. 

The  utility  of  the  privileges  asked  to  the  state  of 
Georgia,  and  eoBseqiientiy  to  the  union,  is  apparent 
Aona  the  geographical  representation '  of  the  country. 
The  motives  for  Spain  to  grant  it  must  be  found  in  her 
^^itj)  generosity,  and  disposition  to  cultivate  our 
friendship  and  intercourse. 

These  observations  you  will  readily  discern  are  not 
coninunicated  in  order  to  be  urged  at  all  events,  and 
as  they  here  stand  in  support  of  the  claims  to  which 
they  relate.  They  are  intended  for  your  private  in* 
formation  and  use,  and  are  to  be  urged  so  far,  and  in 
each  forms  only,  as  will  best  suit  the  temper  and  senti* 
ments  of  the  court  at  which  you  reside,  and  best  fulfil 
Ae  objects  of  them. 

OCTOBER  18,  1780. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
the  letters  of  23d  and  24th  March  last,  from  the  ho- 
nourable John  Adams«  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace  and  a 
treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  minister  be  informed,  it  is 
clearly  the  opinion  of  Congress  that  a  short  truce 
wodd  be  highly  dangerous  to  these  United  States. 

That  if  a  truce  be  proposed  for  so  long  a  period,  or 
for  an  indefinite  period,  requiring  so  long  notice  pre- 
vious to  a  renewal  of  hostilities  as  to  evince  that  it  is, 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  a  virtual  relinquishment 
of  the  object  of  the  war,  and  an  expedient  only  to 
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avoid  the  inoriificaUoo  of  an  ekpnM  aGkoowledipiettt 
of  the  independence  and  soreroiga^  of  tbete  Uniltid 
States,  the  said  mioiAler  be  at  Itbenj,  with  4be  concur* 
rence  of  our  ally,  to  accede  therein;  provided^  the 
removal  of  the  British  laad  and  aaval  ara^ieaU  firoai 
the  United  States  be  a  coDdttioa  of  it. 

That  in  case  a  truce  shall  he  ogroed  on  by  the  bd« 
Ugerent  parties,  Congress  rely  on  his  atceaiioa  and 
prudence  to  hold  up  the  United  States  to  the  wonid  in 
a  style  and  title  not  derogatory  to  the  character  oC.as 
independent  and  sovereign  people*. 

That  with  respect  to  thoee  persons  who  have  either 
abandoned  or  been  banished  from  any  of  the  United 
States,  since  the  commencenient.  of  the  war^  he  is  lo 
make  no  stipulations  whatsoever  /or  their  readmit* 
tance  ;  and  as  to  an  equivalent  for  their  property^  he 
may  attend  to  propositions  on  that  subject  only  on  a 
reciprocal  stipulation,  that  Great  Britain  will  make 
full  compensation  for  alt  the  wanton  destruction  which 
the  subjects  of  that  nation  have  committed  on  the  pro- 
perty of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

That,  in  a  treaty  of  peace,  it  is  the  wish  of  Congress 
not  to  be  bound  by  any  publick  engagemoot  to  admit 
British  subjects  to  any  of  die  rights  or  privileges  •f 
citisens  of  the  United  States ;  but  at  all  times  to  be 
at  liberty  to  grant  or  refuse  such  favours,  according  as 
the  publick  interest  and  honoar  may  dictate ;  and  ibat 
it  is  their  determination  not  to  admit  them  to  a  fiill 
equality  in  this  respect  with  the  subjects  of  his  most 
christian  majesty,  unless  such  a  concession  should  be 
deemed  by  the  said  minister  preferable  to  a  cbatino* 

« 

ance  of  the  war  on  that  account. 


MOj  FOHMRfAFmU. 


OCTOBER  25,  1780. 

» 

The  €ommillMf  consiscing  of  Mr.  GotmII,  Mr.  Mat« 
look,  Mr.  HouMdD,  Mr.  Dyaoe  and  Mr.  Henry,  re* 
pori^-f 

Thot  on  the  15ib  day  of  Juno,  1779,  GoBgresa 
agreed  upon  a  fopretentation  and  request  to  his  moat 
christjan  aiajeaty,  setting  forth  that  the  supplies  of 
amis,  amiMnitiOo  aad  clolhmg  for  our  armies  baye 
erer  since  the  war  been  irregular,  fortuitous,  and  scaih 
ty ;  aad  therefore  aequesting  his  majesty  to  furnish  us 
with  these  necessary  supplies,  and  pledging  the  faith 
o{  these  slates  for  the  repayment  with  interest  of 
whatever  suons  may  be  advanced  for  that  purpose,  aa 
soon  as  the  restoratioD  of  peace  diali  have  enabled 
us.  That  OD  the  10th  of  July  fbUowiag,  the  boarl  of 
war  laid  before  Congress  an  estimate  of  the  articles 
for  their  department,  copies  of  which  were  ordered  to 
be  transmitted  with  the  representation  to  his  most 
christian  majesty.  That  our  minister  at  the  court  of 
Versailles,  in  his  despatches  of  the  4th  of'  March  last, 
assures  Congress  that  the  disposition  of  that  court  con- 
tinned  as  favourable  as  ever,  though  it  could  not  com- 
ply with  all  our  demands.  That  the  supplies  required 
in  the  invoices  sent  to  him  appeared  too  great  and  nu- 
merous to  be  iamiediately  fiiroisbed.  That  three  mil- 
lions  of  livres  were  however  granted  him,  with  which, 
alter  deducting  what  would  be  necessary  to  pay  the 
interest  bills  and  other  late  drafts  of  Congress,  he 
could  not  venture  on  ordering  more  than  ten  thousand 
suits  of  clothes ;  and  that  with  these  he  should  have 
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fifteen  thoosand  arms  and  accootremeiits ;  and  Ihat  ia 
the  Alliance  would  go  over,  a  great  deal  of  cloths  par- 
chased  by  Mr.  Ross,  which  it  was  computed  wodU 
make  seven  or  eight  thoosand  suits  more. 

That  the  said  minister  in  the  said  letter  repeats  his 
earnest  request,  that  some  person  of  skill  in  maritime 
affitirs  may  be  appointed  in  the  character  of  consul  to 
take  charge  of  them,  he  himself  being  unexperienced 
in  soch  aflbirs ;  and  that  in  a  letter  of  the  4th  of  Octo- 
ber, preceding,  he  expresses  his  wish  that  his  time  and 
attention  were  not  taken  up  by  any  concerns  in  mer> 
cantile  affairs,  and  be  thereby  diverted  from  othera 
more  important :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  necessary  to  obtain  as  far  as 
possible  the  supplies  of  clothing,  medicines,  arms,  and 
ammunition  requested  from  his  most  christian  majesty 
on  kan ;  as  well  as  withoikt  loss  of  time  to  import 
such  of  the  clothing  and  other  articles  as  have  been 
granted,  or  purchased  in  France  for  the  publick  use. 
That  for  these  and  other  purposes  a  consul  be  ap* 
pointed  to  reside  in  France,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  in 
addition  to  his  consular  functions,  to  receive  and  for- 
ward all  supplies  to  be  obtained  in  that  kingdom  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  to  assist  in  directing 
our  naval  affairs. 

That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  and  hereby  is  di- 
rected, to  report  to  Congress  the  reasons  that  the  pub* 
Jick  clothing  and  military  stores  have  not  been  import- 
ed agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  our  minister  atthe 
court  of  Versailles. 


vm^  roMioii- AFFAIRS  so 

'  Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  asBigoed  for  the 
election  of  a  eoosal  to  ie$ide  in  Fraiice  for  the  porpo^ 
sea  aboveflBientioiied. 


NOVEMBER  17,  1780. 

Reicdvedf  Tiiat  in  the  application  to  be  made  for  ft 
Ib^aigp  loaipyit  be.  repnaented  to  .bis  no$t  cbrialiao 
majesty,  that  these  United  Slates  stand  in  need  of 
tiienty<fi?emiUipQ4  of.livres  to  eoabletbem  to.carry  on 
the.  next  camgajign  with  vigour  and  success ;  and  that 

4 

a  r€|preientation  be  aia4e  of  tbe  measures  already 
taken  by  Congress  to  procure  loans  in  Spain  and  Hol< 
^nd,  and  the  6pa  reliance  of  Congress  on  the  interpo- 
sitiop  of.  faia  most  christian  majeity  to  render  those 
applici^ioifs  e^ctoal,  if  it  shall  be  inconsistent  with 
the  state  of:  his  o|if  n  finances  to  advance  that  sum  to 
the  United  States.    , 

SOVEMBER  22,  1780. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  Congress  agreed  td 
the  fo|Uowiifg  Iftt^r  and  representation  to  his  most 
christian,  nug^sty*  . 

The  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assem^ 
bled,  to  their  Great,  FaWiful  and  Beloved  Friend 
and  Ally,  Lewis  the  sixteenth^  King  of  France 
and  Navarre* 

QRBAT,   FAITHFUL    AND   BELOVED     FAISND   AND   ALL?, 

Persuaded  of  your  majesty's  friendship,  and  of  your 
earnest  desire  to  prosecute  tbe  war  with  glory  and 


adfyantagi  (o  tbe  aBianee,  iv«<oughl  hot  to  eancfeal 
from  your  imtjesty  tbt  einbairraBtaientS' wUcb  bne  at* 
tended  our  national  affairs,  and  reftderad  -tiie  laat  cafl»* 
paign  unsuccessful. 
A  naval  superiority  in  ibe  Ame^jcan  seas  having 

enabled  the  enemy,  in  the  midst  of  last  winter,  to 

•  •  •  1 

divide  their  army,  and  extend  th^  'war  in  the  soodiem 
states,  Charleston  <was  subdued  before  a  Sufficient  force 
could  be  assembled  for  its  relief. 

IVith  unabated  ardour,  and  at  a'tast  expense,  wefM* 
pared  for  the  succeeding  campaign ;  a  tianipaign  frem 
which,  in  a  dependence  on  ^be  co-operation  oF  the 

f 

squadron  and  trbops  generously  destined  by  youiflda- 
jesty  for  our  assistance,  we  ^liad  forn»ed  the  highest 
expectations.  Again  the  enemy  frustrate  -  ofh*  tnea"* 
sures.  Your  majesty'^  succours  were  confibe^  within 
the  harbour  of  Newport,  while  the  nihin  bMy  of  the 
British  army  took  refuge  in  their  fortresses,  and  under 
protection  of  their  marine,  declining  to  hazard  a  bat* 
tie  in  the  open  field  \  and,  regardless  of  their  rank 
among  civilized  nations,  they  descended  to  wage  a 
predatory  war.  Britons  and  savages  united  in  sudden 
irruptions  'on  our  northern  and  western  ^frontiers,  and 
marked  their  progress  with  blood  and  des^tion. 

The  acquisition  of  Charleston,  with  the  advantages 
gained  in  Ge^ia,  and  the  def(Sat  df  a  aairil  army 
composed  chiefly  of  milltiii,  which  bad -iieen  hastily  col- 
lected to  check  their  operations,  enoouhig^  the  British 
commander  in  that  quarter  to  penetvftse  tikrough  South 
Carolina  into  the  interiour  parts  of  North  Carolina. 
And  the  ordinary  calamities  of  war  were  imbittered  by 
implacable  vengeance*    They  did  Mt,  howeirer,  long 
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enjojr  tfaftir  triamph.  Inatead  of  being  depressed,  im* 
peodiiig  danger  sewed  only  lo  rouse  our  citisens  to 
correspoodeat  ezectioas ;  and  by  a  series  of  gallani 
and  successful  enterprises  tbey  compelled  the  enemy  to 
cetreat  with  precipitation  and  disgrace. 

Tbey  seem  however  resolvedi  by  all  possible  efforts^ 
not  only  to  retain  their  posts  in  Gieorgia  and  South  Ca** 
soKna,  but  to  renew  their  aUempts  on  North  Carolina. 
To  difert  the  reinforcements  destined  for  those  states, 
tkey  are  now  eMcutiog  an  enterprise  against  the  sea* 
ooaaC  of  Virginia ;  and  from  their  preparations  at  New 
York,  and  intelligence  from  Europe*  it  is  manifest  that 
the  four  southern  states  viU  now  become  a  principal 
object  of  their  hostilities. 

It  is  the  ▼oice  of  the  people,  and  the  resolution  of 
Ckmgfess,  to  prosecute  the  war  with  redoubled  vigour, 
and  to  deaw  into  the  field  a  permanent  and  well  ap- 
pointed army  of  thirty*five  thousand  regular  troops» 
By  .this  decisive  effort,  we  trust  that  we  shall  be  able, 
under  the  divine  blessing,  so  effectually  to  co-operate 
with  your  majesty's  marine  and  land  forces,  as  to  expel 
Ike  common  enemy  from  our  country,  and  render  the 
great  object  of  the  alliance  perpetual.  But  to  accom- 
plish an  enterprise  of  such  magnitude,  and  so  interest- 
ing to  both  nations^  whatever  may  be  our  spirit  and 
our  exertions,  we  know  that  our  internal  resources  must 
prove  incompetent.  The  sincerity  of  this  declaration 
will  be  manifest  from  a  short  review  of  our  circum- 
atanoes. 

Unpractised  in  military  arts,  and  unprepsired  with 
die  means  of  defence,  we  were  suddenly  invaded  by  a 
formidable  and  vindictive  nation;    We  supported  4he 
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unequal  eoqUtct  for  yean  wkh  vety  Utile  feraiga  aid 
but  wliai  was  derived  froai  your  majeitjr'a  generoaa 
Mendship.  Bzertiom  uneooMMn,  even  aoiong  the 
nost  wealdiy  and  beat  establiahed  gOTermaeafi,  aecea- 
sarily  exhausted  our  finances,  plobged  os  into  debt, 
and  anticipated  oar  taxes ;  while  the  depredations  of 
an  active  enemy  by  sea  and  land  made  deep  hnpres* 
sion  on  oar  conunerce  and  oor  prodnctions.  Thna  en* 
coaifNissed  with  dMBantties,  in  oar  representatian  to 
your  majesty  of  Jane  15, 1711^  we  diseloaedonr  wapts, 
Und  requested  your  ^iijesty  to  fomkh  os  with  clothiag^ 
arms  and  ammoaition  for  the  last  campaign,  on  the 
credit  of  the  United  States.  We  enteruin  a  liveljF 
sense  of  your  majesty's  friendly  disposition  in  enabKog 
OOF  miaister  to  procure  a  p^rt  of  those  supplies,  of 
which,  dirough  unfortunate  events,  a  verj  aaml)  psb* 
potion  hath  arrived.  The  sofierings  of  our  ^9my^'fpam 
this  disappointment,  have  been  so  severe  that  we  most 
rely  on  your  majesty's  attention  to  our  welAupe  for  ef« 
featna}  assistance.  The  articles  of  the  estimate  wana^ 
milted  to  our  minister  are  essential  tp  our  amy  ;  and 
we  iatter  ourselves  that,  tkroagh  ypvr  majesty's  inter* 
position,  they  will  be  sappKed. 

At  a  time  when  we  feel  ourselves  stronglf  impressed 
by  the  weight  of  past  obligations,  it  is  wilii.  the  utmost 
reloetance  that  we  yield  to  the  emergency  of  onr  af* 
(hira  in  reques|itog  additional  favours.  An  uorcaerved 
oonfidence  in  your  majesty,  and  a  well»groanded  assii» 

« 

ranee  that  we  ask  no  more  than  is  necessary  to  enable 
us  effectually  lo  co-operate  with  your  majesty  in  ler> 
minating  the  war  with  glory  and  success,  must  bo  oar 
justlfioation* 


Ii  18  well  kttMrn  that  when  tbe  kbg  of  Gfe«t  Brtem 
fooad  hintseJf  unable  lo  subdue  the  pepuioua  stales  of 
North  AmeKco  by  foioe,  or  to  sedwoe  tbeoi  by  ftH  to 
roliaqttish  tbe  alliance  with  your  jaajesty,  be  jreaolved 
to  protraet  the  war,  u  expeotation  that  the  loss  of  our 
commerce,  and  tbe  derangement  of  our  finances,  niiuet 
oi^entnally  conlpel  us  to  submit  to  his  doomatton. 
Apprised  of  the  necessity  of  fbreign  aids  of  money  to 
support  08  in  a  contest  with  a  nation  so  rich  dnd  power- 
fnl^  we  have  long  sinee  aotborised  onr  mioister  lo  bon> 
row  a  sufficient  sum  in  your  majesty's  dominions,  and 
in  Spain,  and  in  Holland,  on  the  credit  of  these  United 
SUtes» 

We  now  view  tbe  prospect  of  a  disappointment 
with  the  deeper  concern,  as  the  late  misfertones  in 
the  southern  states,  and  the  ravages  of  the  northern 
and  western  frontiers  have,  in  a  very  considerable 
degree,  impaired  oor  internal  resources.  From  a 
full  investigation  of  our  circumstances  it  is  manifest, 
that  in  aid  of  our  utmost  exertions  a  foreign  loon  of 
specie,  at  least  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  millions 
^f  livres,  will  he  indispensably  necessary  for  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war.  -  On  an  occasion  in  which  the 
independence  of  these  United  States  and  your  majes* 
ty's  glory  are  so  intimately  connected,  we  are  con- 
strained to  request  your  majesty  eifectaally  to  support 
the  applications  of  our  ministers  for  that  loan.  So  es- 
sential is  it  to  the  common  cause,  that  we  shall  without 
it  be  pressed  with  wants  and  distresses,  which  may 
render  all  our  eSerts  languid,  precarioiB,  and  indeci- 
sive. Whether  it  shall  please  your  majesty  to  stipu- 
late lor  this  necessary  aid  as  oer  security,  or  to  advande 


it  from  yeftir  royal  coffers,  we  do  hereby  sotennly 
pledge  the  &itfa  of  these  United  States  to  indemnify^ 
or  reimburse  yonr  majesty,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  case,  both  for  principal  and  interest,  in  such  man- 
ner  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  with  our  ouDisler  at  yow 
majesty's  court* 

We  beseech  the  Supreme  Dbpoaer  of  events  to  keep 
your  majesty  in  his  holy  protection,  and  long  to  cos* 
tinue  to  France  the  blessings  arising  from  the  admi- 
nistration of  a  prince  who  noUy  asserts  the  rights  of 
mankind. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  33d  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1780,  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  and  in  die 
fifth  year  of  our  independence. 

Your  faithful  friends  and  allies. 

Signed,  SAM'L.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

Attest. 
Cbarlks  Thomson,  Secretary. 

NOVEMBER  38,  1780. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Duane,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Houston,  appointed  to 
prepare  instructions  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  Congress 
agreed  to  the  following  instructions  to  Dr.  Franklin  : 

sin. 
The  iMter  to  his  most  christian  majesty  whjeh  ac- 
companies these  instructions  you  will  deliver  without 
loss  of  time.    You  will  on  all  oocasioDSy  and  in  th^ 
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stMugeflt  terns,  reprewnt  tbe  amIteraUe  resolution  of 
these  Uailed  States  to  oiaintaiD  tbeir  liberties  and  ia- 
dependence,  and  inviolably  to  adhere  to  the  alliance  at 
every  haiard,  and  in  every  event.  That  the  misfor- 
tunes of  the  last  campaign  instead  of  repreMtng,  have 
redoubled  their  ardour.  That  Congress  are  resolved 
to  employ  every  resource  in  their  power  to  expel  the 
enemy  from  every  part  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
nost  vigorous  and  decisive  co-operation  with  the  ma- 
rine and  -troops  of  their  illustrious  ally.  That  they  have 
called  for  a  powerful  army,  and  ample  supplies  of  |»e- 
▼isions^and  that  the  states  are  disposed  effectually  to 
comply  with  their  requisitions.  That,  if  in  aid  of  our 
own  exertions,  the  court  of  France  can  be- prevailed 
on  to  assume  a  naval  superiority  in  the  American  seas, 
to  furnish  the  arms,  ammunition  and  clothing  speci- 
fied in  the  estimate  herewith  transmitted,  and  to  assist 
us  with  the  loan  mentioned  in  the  letter,  we  flatter  our- 
selves, that  under  the  divine  blessing,  the  war  must  be 
speedily  terminated  with  glory  and  advantage  to  both 
nations.  To  procure  these  necessary  aids  you  will 
employ  unremitted  attention,  and  your  utmost  abilities. 
Your  own  knowledge  of  our  circumstances,  and  the 
facts  suggested  in  the  letter,  will  supply  you  with 
abundant  arguments  to  enforce  our  requisition. 

3.  You  will  give  colonel  Palfrey,  lately  paymaster 
general  for  our  armies,  and  now  our  consul  in  France, 
all  the  support' which  is  necessary  for  tbe  exercise  of 
his  consular  functions,  as  well  as  for  the  effectual  exe- 
cution^of  tbe  special  authority  and  instructions  which 
he  will  communicate.  The  sufferings  of  our  army  for 
want  of  the  clothing  and  arms  which  the  grant  of  his 


most  cbriitiAii  maj«ily  tnd  your  oipn  dtqmlehea  gavt 
UB  reaaoB  to  expeci,  aiid  the  absoloto  and  iaciMmiig 
neceasit J  of  their  beiog  ifiiinadiaialy  (onmfM^  to  g^vt 
efficacy  to  our  future  operatioas^  mil  ailffiaafltly  iaa^ 
presi  upon  you  the  daagaraua  oonaeqaefteeaof  a  further 
cUaappoiotmeDt* 

3.  With  reaped  to.the  leant  «e  teeaee^  that  the  atae 
which  we  aak  will  be  greatly  ieade^eale  t0  eor  waalab 
We  wiaby  however,  to  depend  ai  nmoh  aa  peaaihle  ew 
oor  owo  loternaL  flsertiooa.  In  thia  negetiatioB  the 
•late  of  oar  finaiicea  reqairea,  that  you  ehonU  eodea^ 
▼our  to  procure  aa  loog  a  respite  after  the  wariiar  pay- 
osent  of  the  principaf,  as  aray  be  in  your  paver*  You 
may  agree  for  ao  intetesl  not  exceeding  theienns  a^ 
lowed  or  gireo  on  national  security  in  Eurape,  endei^ 
vouriog  to  suspend  the  discbarge  of  the  inlereat  for 
two  or  three  years,  if  posiihle* 

You  are  hereby  empowered  to  pledge  the  fiuth  of 
the  United  States,  by  executing  such  securities  or  ob^ 
Kgatioas  for  the  payment  of  the  UKiiey  as  yeu  shall 
thifik  proper ;  and  also  that  the  interesl  shaU  net  be 
reduced,  nor  the  principal  paid,  during  the  ieiti|  for 
which  the  same  shall  have  been  borrowed;  without  the 
consent  of  the  lenders,  or  their  representatives^  Yoa 
are  to  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  both  principal  add 
interest  in  specie.  The  loan  must  prove  inelBbcteal, 
unless  the  specie  is  actually  remitted*  Espetience  has 
shown  that  the  negotiation  of  bills  is  attended  with  un- 
supportable  loss  aad  disadvantage*  His  moat  chrisliaa 
majesty,  we  are  persuaded,  wiU  see  in  the  alreogeet 
light  the  neces^ty  ef  despasebing  aa  effective  navsi 
armament  to  the  Aaseriean  s^s.    This  is  a:  meaauae 


of  svch  vist  w«mt,  that  your  utouMt  address  will  be 
employed  to  give  it  seccess*  Bj  such  a  cooTeyanoe, 
tibe  specie  may  be  remitted,  in  different  ships  of  war, 
with  a  fvospeet  of  saliiy« 

4«  We  have  vacatved  a  letter  fmm  Stephen  D'Aa* 
dibet I  Caille^  at  Sali,  of  wUch  the  enclosed  is  a  cc^y, 
wherein  he  styles,  himself  consnl  for  nnvspresented  na- 
tions at  the  court  of  the  0mpttm  of  Morocco*  If  yoo 
shall  see  no  objections  to  the  contrary,  you  will  cor- 
respond with  him,  and  assure  htm  ito  the  name  of  Oon* 
gross,  and  in  terms  the  most  respectful  to  the  empe« 
lOff,  that  we  entertain  a  sincere  disposition  to  cultivate 
the  most  perfect  friendship  with  him,  and  are  desirous 
t€^  enter  into  a  trea^  of  commerce  with  him;  and  that 
shullemhracoa  iaYoomble  opportooiigr  to  announce 
uasWiiiftM^ 


DECEMBER  8,  1780.    . 

On  motion  of  Mr*  SuHivan,  seconded  by  Mr*  ^ee, 
Resolved,  That  an  envoy  extraordinary  be  appoint* 
ed  to  proceed  to  the  court  of  Versailles  for  (he  special 
purpose  pf  sdicitiag,  in  conjunction  with  our  minister 
plenipotentiary  at  that  court,  the  aids  requested  by 
Congress,  ind  forwarding  them  to  America  without  loss 
of  time. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  electa 
ing  the  ss(id  emroy. 
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DECEMBER  9,  1780. 

On  (be  report  of  a  committee,  coeanting  *  of  Mr* 
Hoofltoo,  Mr*  Lovell  and  Mr.  Motte,.  lo  whom  were 
referred  a  letter  of  the  9th  November,  from  William 
Palfrey^  accepting  the  office  of  consul,  Coogreas  agreed 
to  the  following  commissioa  and  instroctioos : 

The  Oongvess  of  the  United  States  of  North  AmeiS- 
ca  to  William  Palfrey,  Esqtiire,  Gree^» 

We,  reposing  special  triist  and  confidence  in  your 
abilities  and  integrity,  do' by  these  presents  constitute 
you  our  consul  in  France,  during  oar  pleasure,  to  ezer* 
cise  the  functions,  and  to  enjoy  all  the  honourB,  autho- 
rities, pre-eminences,  privileges,  exemptions,  rights 
and  emoluments  to  the  said  office  appertainmg. 

And  we  do  hereby  enjoin  it  upon  all  merchants  of 
these  United  States,  and  upon  all  captains,  maslets 
and  commanders  of  ships  and  other  vessels^  armed  or 
unarmed,  sailing  under  our  flag,  as  well  as  all  others 
of  our  citizens,  to  acknowledge  the  said  WtUmm  Pal« 
frey,  and  to  obey  him  in  bis  consular  quality ;  prayiog 
and  requesting  our  very  dear  great  firiend  and  ally  his 
most  christian  majesty,  his  govemours  and  other  offi* 
cers  whom  it  may  concern,  to  permit  the  said  William 
Palfrey  fully  and  peaceably  to  enjoy  the  said  office, 
without  giving  or  suiSering  to  be .  given  any  moltsta* 
tion  or  trouble  to  him,  but  on  the  contrary  to  aflbrd. 
him  all  countenance  and  assistance,  offering  to  do  the 
same  for  ail  those  who  shall  be  in  like  manner  recom- 
mended to  us  by  him. 


in  liidoM»y  wbttMl^  we  bnw  cauied  ihege  pre*' 
Mott  to  be  gif  en  in  CoegreM,  §t  Philadelphia,  the 
iiiadi^ay  of  Deccmbet^  ia  the  year  of  oar  Lord^ 
ireo^  aad  the  f M  year  ol  ew  iedepeedenee. 

Signed,  S.  H.  President. 

Attest. 
C.  T.  Secretary. 

XNSTRUCTIOirS   TO  WILLIAM  ZAhnKtf  SaC^PIRK. 
SIR, 

Heretritb  you  will  receive  a  coartiission  constitoting 
yon  oar  consul  in  Prance  during  our  pleasure. 

You  areat  liberty  to  fix  yeur  residence  at  that  port 
wfilcb  may  be  best  adapted  to  the  eteculion  of  the 
powers  entrusted  to  you. 

For;  besides  your  proper  consular  functions,  you  are 
to  receive  and  forward  all  supplies  to  be  obtained  in 
that  kingdom  for  the  use  pf  the  United  States,  and  to 
assist  in  directing  our  navai  affairs. 

You  will  regularly  transmit  to  us  accounts  of  the 
civil  and  military  constitutions  of  the  place  where  you 
reside,  of  its  advantages  for  commerce  with  the  world 
in  general,  and  especially  with  these  United  States. 

You  will  give  to  our  minister  plenipotentiary  in 
France  such  observations  as  you  may  from  time  to  time 
make  or  obtain,  tending  to  promote  through  him  the 
service  of  your  country. 

You  will  receive  from  America,  according  as  good 
opportunities  present,  funds  for  the  discharge  of  your 
duties  as  our  commercial  agent.  But  at  your  first 
arrival,  and  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  you  are 
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authorised  to  draw  upon' oar  minisler  pleoipotentiarjr 
10  France,  taking. care  always  to  give  him  early  notice 
of  sacfa  necesaitieSy  that  he  may  aid  you  frokn  (mtds 
procured  on  our  account,  wtthout  doiug  injury  to  our 
other  concerns* 

You  may  also  draw^  under  like  circumstances,  upon 
other  funds  which  you  shall  know  to  have  been  pro- 
cured for  us  in  Europe. 

You  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  call  for 
any  property  belonging  to  these  United  States,  and  now 
in  the  hands  of  any  persons  who  have  acted  as  agents 
for  us  in  France,  so  that  you  may  obtain  a  comprehen- 
sive view  of  our  effects  there,  and  may  contrive  the 
best  modes  of  transmitting  them  to  America. 

You  will  also  carefully  attend  to  such  instructions  as 
we  shall  from  time  to  time  communicate  to  you^  either 
directly,  or  through  our  minister  plenipotenliary. 

Done  in  Congress,  the  ninth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty,  and  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  North  America. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bee,  That  all  the  powers,  authorities  and  privileges 
conferred  on  William  Palfrey,  in  the  commission  and  io- 
structions  appointing  him  consul  in  France,  and  general 
agent  for  commercial  affairs  in  that  kingdom  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  be  suspended  until  he  give 
bond  with  three  sufficient  securities  in  for 

the  due  performance  of  bis  office  of  agent ;  and  that  he 
take  an  oath  before  the  chief  justice  of  the  state  of 
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Pennsylvania  for  the  dae  performance  of  the  office  of 
consaly  a  copy  of  which  oath,  together  with  the  bond, 
to  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  Con- 
gress* 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Sollivan,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  fore- 
going motion.  And  on  the  question  for  postponing^ 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland—* 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Sullivan, 

Massachusetts  Bay,Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Rliode  Island,        Mr.  Cornell, 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Peonaylvania,' 
Virginia, 


Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Wolcott, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Floyd, 


>At. 

Ay.  >  At4 
Ay, 


Mr.  Clarke,  Ay.  > 

•I 


Mr.  Witherspooo,  Aj, 


>.At. 
At. 


Mr.  Clymer* 

BIr.  Madisoo, 
Mr.  Bland, 


>.At. 


nJ:  \  ^"'^^^ 


North  Carolina,     Mr.  Sharpe, 


>Av.x 


South  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 

Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the 


secam  jimuiMi. 


[Pm.9U 


DECEMBER  11, 1780. 

A  moUon  was  made  by  Mr.  Withenpoon,  secoinM 
i^  Mr.  &irnet,  to  reponsider  tbe  raaalutto)  for  ap- 
IMMHtiog  ao  -aovoy  eiti:aOFdiaary.  Aftd  on  4be  qiiaaliw 
lo  racoaaider,  Ui?  yf a«  and  aaya  >b0ii|g  rei(|a4vad  by  Mr* 
Doane--** 


New  Haiii)>Bhire,      Mn  SidlHraoi  ^No. 

Mas8acl^aaetl9  Bay,  Mr.  Sk  AdMM,     Ay< 


Rhode  Island, 
Conne^licilt, 


New  Vork, 


New  Jersey, 


^ennsylvanil, 

Uaryland,     , 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 


Mr*  i40val|, 
Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Cornell, 


Ay. 
Ay. 


At. 


>.No. 


.^*> 


Mr#  HinUingtbn,  Ay.^ 

Ay.  >  Ar# 


Mr.  Wofcott, 
Mr.  Root, 

r 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Fkjyd» 


Ay.> 


No. 

No 


: 


No. 


« 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay.  ^ 


Mr.  Burnet, 


Ay.) 
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Mr.  Hanson, 

Mr.  Miadisoii^ 

Mr.  Bland, 

Me.  ifooeSt 
Mr#  Sharpe, 


>'At.  X 


No. 
No 


:} 


No. 


fioBtk  CarotiM,       Mr«  Mathein,      No.  ^ 

Mr.  Bee,  No.  >  N^* 

Mr.  Motte,  No. ) 

fieorgiH,  Mr.  WaUon,        Sfo.  ^ 

Mr.Few»  N0.VN0. 

Mr.  Howly,    .      No. ) 

So  it  passed  10  the  negatire. 

Congress  {»roc?ede4  to  tbe  election  of  an  eoToy  ex- 
traordinary ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  colonel  Jphn 
Laurens  was  unanimously  elected. 

Resoltredy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  the  draft  ipf  a  coknmission  and  instructions 
to  colonel  Laurens. 


DECEMBER  l&j,  1789* 

Vfliereas  a  good  understanding  and  IHendly  inter- 
ooaw  tecwaan  the  wibjeets  of  her  iniperial  majesty  the 
ampiMS  of  aH  theRusaias  and  these  United  States  may 
he  for  lilt  mntaaA  advantage  cf  both  nations : 

RimAwwdi  ^f^^f^  *  ttinisMr  be  appointed  to  reside  at 
thaxoortiof  the  aiapMis  of  Ronria. 

Ordered,  that  Monday  aext  be  assigned  for  electing 
imohministar^ 

iQrdei^Jlbac  acoQitnlttee  of  tbfae  be. appointed  to 
pMpaae  a  coflwiiMon  4^  draft  of  iastroetioDS  for  the 
-ssJd  miti1atar.l 

DEGESTBER  19, 1780. 

Cwgaaiapfol^idM  to  .tba  alfctioii  «if  aiBinjslcv4a 
ruitk  M  Iha  WMt  ^  ithe  ampaaea  ^fAMsia;  and  the 
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balloU  being  taken,  the  honourable  Francis  Dana  wis 

elected. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.^ 
Duane,  Mr.  Withcrspoon  and  Mr.  Madison,  appointed 
to  prepare  a  commission  and  draft  of  instructions  for 
the  said  minister,  Congress  agreed  to  the  following. 

COMMISSION  TO  THE  HONOURABLE  FRANCIS  DANA. 

«  *  ' 

The  United  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations^ 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,' in  Congress  assembled — ^Toall 
who  shall  see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

Whereas  her  imperial  majesty  the  empress  of  all  the 
Russias,  attentive  to  the  freedom  of  commerce  and  the 
rights  of  nations  in  her  dedaration  to  the  belligerent 
and  neutral  powers,  hathipnspo^ed^fegillajtions  founded 
on  principles  of  jtMtiici^^  'equity*.  afi4  moderation,  of 
which  their  most  christian  and  (t^tAhoUck  majesties,  and 
several  of  the  neutral  biarililiiei.powers  of  Europe  have 
declared  thfir  approbation^  And  Whereas.  Congress, 
willing  to  testify  their  regard  to  the  rights  of  commerce, 
and  Ibeir  respect  for  the  sovereign  wboiiiith  proposed, 
and  the  powers  who  b&v^  approved  i  the  said  regula* 
tions,  did,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  fifth  day  of  October 
lasty  empower  the  minister  plenipotentiary  from  these 
United  States,  if  invited  thereto,  to  accede  to  such 
regulations  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the  said  decla- 
rattoQ,  asmi^  be  la^reed'bn  by  thift  Congress  expect- 
ed tb  fluemble'in'  pursuance  of  her  Imperial  najesly's 


y 
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infitatioii :   And  whereas  it  is  the  desire  of  these 
UoiCed  States  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  her  imperial 
majesty,  and  to  lay  a  foundation  for  a  good  understand- 
ing and  friendly  intercourse  between  the  subjects  o( 
her  imperial  majesty  and  the  citizens  of  these  states, 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  nations :  Know  tb, 
THSRVFORB,  That  We,  confiding  in  the  integrity,  prn« 
dence  and  ability  of  the  honourable  Francis  Dana, 
late  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  and  a  member  of  the  council  of  said 
state,  have  nominated  and  constituted,  and  by  these 
presents  do  nominate   and  constitute   him  the   said 
Francis  Dana  to  be  our  minister  at  the  court  of  her 
said  imperial  majesty,  with  full  power  in  our  name, 
and  in  behalf  of  these   United  States,   to  accede  to 
the    convention  of  the  said  neutral  and  belligerent 
powers  for  protecting  the  freedom  of  commerce  and 
the  rights  of  nations,  and  to  subscribe  any  treaty  for 
that   purpose  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  her  said 
imperial  majesty's  declaration,  and  which  shall  be  con- 
sistent with  the  dignity  and  sovereignty  of  the  United 
States  as  a  free  and  independent  nation,  either  with  her 
iipperial  majesty  conjunctly  with  the  other  neutral 
powers,  or  if  that  shall  be  inadmissible,  separately  with 
her  imperial  majesty,  or  any  one  of  those  powers* 
And  he  is  further  authorized  in  our  name,  and  on  behalf 
of  the  United  Slates,  to  propose  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  these  United  States  and  her  said 
imperial  majesty,  and  to  confer  and  treat  thereon  with 
her  ministers,  vested  with  equal  powers,  so  as  the  same 
shall  be  founded  on  principles  of  equality  and  recipro* 
city,  and  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  nations,  and 
agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  Ihe  treaties  subsisting  between 
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Aede  UmtM  SULtei  znA  his  ttost  thrbtiair  mt^jtUfi 
li^iUdtitUiig  such  treaty  fef  oaf  final  ratification.  Andf 
we  declare  in  good  Taith  that  we  will  confirm^  whatso* 
ever  shall  by  hiiti  be  transacted  in  the  premises. 

Done  by  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congresa 
assembled,  at  Pfailaddpbia.  Witovss  his  ezceU 
lency  Samuel  Huntington^  esquire^  President,  the 
nineteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord,  one  thoasand  seven  hundred  and  e%bty,  and 
in  the  fifth  year  of  our  independence* 

(Signed)  S.  H.  Presideot 

Attest. 
Ch.  Thomson,  Sec'y. 

rifSTRUCTIOHS    TO    THfi    HONOURABLB     FEAJICfS     PAHAy 

BSHOiax. 

SIR, 

The  great  object  of  your  negotiation  is  to  engage  her 
imperial  majesty  to  favour  and  support  the  sovereignty 
and  independence  of  these  United  States,  and  to  lay  a 
foundation  for  a  good  understanding  and  friendly  inter- 
course between  the  subjects  of  her  imperisl  majesty 
.  and  the  citizens  of  these  United  States,  to  the  mutual 
advantage  of  both  nations. 

You  will  readily  perceive,  thai  it  must  be  a  leading 
and  capital  point,  if  these  United  States  shall  be  for- 
tnally  admitted  as  a  party  to  the  convention  of  the 
neutral  maritime  powers  for  maintaining  the  freedom  of 
commerce.  This  regulation  in  which  the  empress  is 
deeply  ititcreistcd,  and  from  which  she  has  derived  so 
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well  flofyt  will  op^n  th«  way  for  your  favourable 
VaCfptiaiPiWlu^b  w^  have  tbe  greater  reason  to  expect 
M  abe  Im  publiqkly  invited  the  belligerent  powers  tQ 
Mcede  ti}f  retpp 

And  ypu  will  givfi  it  ao  aUention  luitable  to  its  im*' 
portance.  Your  success  will,  howeyert  depend  op  a 
VaHaly  pf  aovrcta  aad  cooUngeocies }  on  a  more  perfect 
koowMgf  of  the  stal^  pf  Surope  than  can  be  obtained 
at  tbia  diataiioa  i  oo  tba  uUioiate  views  of  her  imperial 

aaajtatyt  4ui  tamper  of  bar  cabinet,  the  avenues  to  their 
CMfidencaf  (ha  diappsitioiis  af  the  neutral  powers  with 
wbocp  abo  is  Ggapactedi  and  the  events  of  wan  Under 
aiicb  aivfi«fnatapo«S|  praciia  instructions  for  your  con* 
duet  caaaot  be  axpaPted ;  pn  the  contrary,  the  greatest 
room  must  be  left  fpr  tha  exercise  of  yoar  own  pene- 
ttfttiM  and  assiduity  ia  gaining  proper  information, 

and  f4w  ywf  prndance  and  address  in  improving  it  to 

the  beat  advantage*  Ypur  %ed\  for  the  publick  interest 
wjH  laad  yon  to  eaibrape  every  favourable  incident  and 
aipediant*  wbiab  may  recommend  these  states  to  the 
friandsbip  of  bar  iqaperial  majesty  and  her  ministers. 
Ypi|P  attacbn^ent  to  the  honour  and  independence  of 
ypuf  pountry  will  restrain  you  from  every  concession 
WbaCM^ing  the  dignity  of  a  free  people.  The  diplo* 
aoatipk  prder  in  vhicbyop  are  placed  by  your  commis- 
sjpn,  will  prevent  embarrassments,  which,  in  so  delicate 
a  caaa  migbt  arise  from  the  punctilio  of  ceremony ; 
while  it  entitles  you  to  all  the  confidence  and  protect 
tioo  essential  to  the  o$ce  of  a  publick  minister. 

For  the  farther  execution  of  your  trust,  you  will  con- 
f^Vf  as  far. as  possible,  to  the  following  instructions  : 

VOL.  H.  46 


§62  SECRET  JOURNAL.  [D«c  II, 

1.  You  shall  communicate  your  powers  and  in- 
structions  to  our  ministers  plenipotpntiary,  at  the  court 
of  Versailles,  and  for  negotiating  peace,  and  avail  jour- 
self  of  their  advice  and  information ;  and  it  maj  be 
prudent  through  them  to  obtain  the  sense  of  the  court 
of  France  thereon. 

2.  You  shall  communicate  the  general  object  of 
your  mission  to  the  minister  of  his  most  christian  majes* 
ty  at  the  cour?^of  Petersburg,  and  endeavour  through 
his  mediation  to  sound  the  disposition  of  her  imperial 
majesty,  or  her  ministers,  towards  these  United  States. 

3.  If  the  result  of  your  inquiries  should  point  out  a 
fair  prospect  of  an  honourable  reception,  you  are  to 
announce  your  publick  character,  and  deliver  your 
letters  of  credence  in  the  usual  form. 

4.  You  are  to  manifest  on  all  proper  occasions  the 
high  respect  which  Congress  entertain  for  her  imperial 
majesty;   for  the  lustre  of  her  character,  and   the 
liberality  of  her  sentiments  and  her  views ;  and  par- 
ticularly you  are,  in  the  strongest  terms,  to  testify  our 
approbation  of  the  measures  which  her  imperial  majes* 
ty  has  suggested  and  matured  for  the  protection  of 
commerce  against  the  arbitrary  violations  of  the  British 
Court.    You  will  present  the  act  of  Congress  herewith 
transmitted,  declaring   our    assent    to    her    imperial 
majesty's  regulations  on  this  subject,  and  use  every 
means  which  can  be  devised  to  ohtain  the  consent  and 
influence  of  that  court  that  these  United  States  shall  be 
formally  invited,  or  admitted,  to  accede  as  principab 
and  as  an  independent  nation  to  the  said  convention* 
In  that  event,  you  are  authorized  to  subscribe  the 
treaty  or  convention  for  the  protection  of  commerce 
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in  behalf  of  these  United  States,  either  with  her  impe- 
rial majesty  coDJuactlj  with  the  other  neutral  powers, 
or  if  that  shall  be  inadmissible,  separately  with  her 
imperial  majesty,  or  any  one  of  those  powers. 

5».    You  are  to  impress  her  imperial  majesty  and  her 
ministers  with  a  sense  of  the  justice  of  oor  cause,  the 
nature  and  stability  of   our  union,  and  the  solemn 
engagements  by  which  not  only  the  states,, but  his  most 
christian  majesty,  are  reciprocally  bound  to  maintain 
the  sovereignty,  rights  and  jurisdiction  of  each  of  the 
thirteen  states  inviolably;  and  the  utter  impracticabili- 
ty of  our  acceding  to  any  treaty  of  peace  wiib  Great 
Britain,  on  the  principles  of  a  uti possidetis,  or  on  any 
other  terms  than  such  as  shall  inqply  an  express  or  ta- 
cit acknowledgment  of  the  sovereignty  of  each  and 
every  part,  and  which  shall  be  consistent  wiih  the  let- 
ter and  spirit  of  our  treaty  of  alliance  and  friendship 
and  commerce  with  his  most  christian  majesty.    You 
shall  represent,  in  pointed  terms,  the  barbarous  man* 
ner  in  which,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  all  civilized  na- 
tions, the  war  has  been  conducted  by  the  eneniy,  the 
difficulties  which  we  have  surmounted,  and  the  cer- 
tain prospect,  under  the  divine  blessing,  of  expelling 
our  enemies,  and  establishing  our  independence  on 
such  basis  as  will  render  us  useful  to  the  whole  com- 
mercial world,  and  happy  in  ourselves.     You  shall  as- 
sure her  imperial  majesty  of  our  ambition  to  nuober 
so  wise  and  magnanimous  a  princess  among  our  friends, 
and  to  assign  her  a  distinguished  pl^ce  among  those 
illustrious  personages  of  ancient  and  modern  times, 
who  have  delighted  in  promoting  the  happiness  of  man- 
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kiad,  and  in  didafmibg  tyranny  erf*  the  potr^  df  d^dg 
mischief. 

<•  You  fthell  assure  her  imperial  oiaJt»sty  iild  hl» 
ministers  of  the  sincere  disposition  Of  tbeSe  (Jnit^d 
States  to  enter  into  a  treaty  Of  friendship  and  cam- 
merce  iritb  her  on  tertts  of  the  must  perfbet  tsqualityi 
reciprocity  and  tnutoal  advantage,  and  similar  to  thaia 
^ipressed  in  our  treaty  with  his  most  christian  majes^ 
ty  ;  and  yon  aro  authorised  to  commatticate  frith  her 
imperial  majesty's  ministers  dn  the  farm  and  tarms  af 
such  treaty,  and  transmit  the  same  td  Congress  tot 
their  ratification. 

7.  You  shall  communicate  punctahily  with  our  ft* 
spectiye  ministers  in  Europe,  and  atail  yoursdf  of 
their  advice  and  information,  and  of  the  ftttcceSs  of 
their  respective  negotiaiiotis  to  ratsfe  our  iittporlline€ 
and  support  our  interest  at  thi!  court  6f  Petersburg* 

8.  You  shall  endeavour  to  acquire  k  perfect  haow- 
ledge  of  the  manners  and  etiquette  of  the  conrt  at 
which  you  reside,  and  particularly  in  the  dl|)lottmtiel: 
line ;  and  bf  the  manufactures  and  commerce  of  that 
empire ;  and  point  out  in  your  correspondence  how  bt 
and  on  what  conditions  the  two  nations  can  be  mitnaU 
ly  beneficial  to  or  improve  each  other  in  commerte  of 
polity,  arts  or  agricoltiire. 

Lastly.  And,  in  general,  yon  sball  poTsoe  all  sach 
measures  as  sball  appear  to  you  conducive  to  UiO  ititt^ 
rests  of  the  United  States,  to  the  foithful  discharge  Of 
j^ur  important  trust,  and  which  cirtufiistaaces  may 
point  out  to  be  salutary  and  beneficial. 


««tfkf  FCMKK  AfMIBI^ 

l>d06  til  Cotigtesk,  dt  Philadelphiii,  tb^  Idlh  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  of  <>ur  Lord,  1780|  and  in 
the  Sth  year  of  our  independence. 


▲   LITTBE  OF  CRU>XVCB   VOR   MR.   DAMA. 
CABAT   AVD   BSLOVBD| 

The  United  States  of  ffotl^i  AtMricte  in  Congress 
Rssembled,  impressed  with  a  high  sense  of ^tbe  wisdom 
and  magnanimity  of  your  imperial  majesty^  ead  willing 
to  testify  our  approbation  of  the  regulations  proposed 
by  your  imperial  majesty  for  protecting  the  freedom  df 
commerce  and  the  rigbis  of  nations)  hare  appointed 
the  honourable  Francis  Dana^  late  a  delegate  ill  Ceif« 
gress  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  council  of  the  said  state,  to  be  our  minister 
at  your  court,  that  he  may  give  more  particular  assu- 
rances of  the  gr^&t  fespecl  which  we  entertain  for 
your  itftpeHal  Intaj^sty,  and  of  bur  ^itae^  desire  to 
cultivate  the  frieodship  of  a  soveteign  tstoiAeat  for  her 
jttstice,  equity  &tid  moderatiotK  We  betaech  your  im« 
|>^rial  ailg^ty  to  give  entire  credit  to  eVery  thing 
which  he  shall  deliver  on  our  part,  especially  wbaa 
he  shall  assure  yM  of  the  sincerity  of  our  fritindship. 
We  prey  Ood  to  ketp  your  UBperial  majesty  in  hil 
holy  protection. 


/ 
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Done  b;  the  United  States  of  North  America  as- 
sembled in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  19th 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1780, 
and  in  the  5th  year  of  our  independence. 

S.  H.  Presidentk 
Ch.  T.  Secretary. 

DECEMBER  30,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  furnish  the  minister 
appointed  to  the  court  of  Petersburg  with  letters  of 
credit  on  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
Stales  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  for  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  as  his  salary  for  one  year ;  provided 
the  said  minister  shall  proceed  to  the  court  of  Peters- 
burg, 

DECEMBER  31,  1780. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Root, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  for  appointing  '  an 
envoy  extraordinary  to  the  court  of  Versiiilies  be  re- 
considered so  far  as  to  alter  the  style  and  title  of  the 
minister. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Madison,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Duane,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^*  envoy  ex- 
"  traordinary.'^ 

A  division  was  galled  for.  And  on  the  question, 
Shall  the  word  ^^  envoy''  stand,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing requested  by  Mr.  Mathews — 
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Massachosetti  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, '     No. 

Mr.  Lovell,  No.^  No* 

Mr.  Ward,  No. 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 


New  iTork, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


Sooth  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Vamum, 


>^No« 


Mr.  Huntington,    No. 

Mr.  Root,  No.  \  No* 

Mr.  Wolcott,         No. 


Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Floyd, 


No. 
No 


;|no. 


Mr  Witherspoon,  No. 

Mr.  Clarke,  No.  \  Nb. 

Mr.  Burnet,  Ay. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  No. 

Mr.  Clymer,  No.  \  No. 

Mr.  Wynkoop, 


Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr*  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr*  Few, 
Mr*  Howly, 


No. 

No 
Ay 


:} 

Ay. 

Ay.  >  At. 
Ay. 

No. 

No.  \  No* 
No* 


DlVlDlO* 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  word  was 
struck  out* 

On  the  question,  the  word  ^^  extraordinary^'  was  also 
struck  out* 

'  On  motion, 


tm  MOUT  JMBUIitr^  CI>ei»m 


Resolve^  Tbat  tl»e  wofdi «'  in  conittnetiM  vidb 
<*  minister  pleoipotentiar;  ftt  th^t  court,^'   be  strack 
out. 

On  iMtipn, 

Resolvecjt  That  in  lieu  pf  the  words  ^<  eoYoy  ex* 
'<  traordHiary}''  be  inserted  the  word  ^^  minister  ;^'  and 
the  resolution  as  ameoded  it  as  follows : 

Resolve4f  That  a  minister  be  appointed  tp  proceed 
to  the  court  of  Versailles  fpr  the  special  purpose  of 
soliciting  the  aids  requested  by  Congress,  and  forward- 
ing them  to  America,  without  loss  of  time* 

DilCeMSKR  33,  1780. 

The  cooimiltee,  coosistiug  of  ||r.  SulliTan,  Mr.  Ma- 
dison and  Mr.  Mathews,  appointed  to  prepare  a  com- 
mhMlon  and  Instructions  to  colonel  J.  Laurens,  report- 
ed a  draft  of  commission,  instructions  and  letters  of 
credence,  which  were  agreed  to  as  follows  i 

COMMISSION   TO   COLOlfaL   /OHN   LAURBMS. 

The  United  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts 
Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  ProTidence  PlaoUUioufi 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylrania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled— To  John  Ltaurens,  Esquire,  Greeting. 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  y^ur 
fidelity,  sseal,  prudence  and  abilities,  have  nominated 
and  constituted,  and  by  these  presents  do  oomjaate 
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and  constityte  you  our  miaiiter,  for  the  special  puqsose 
of  proceeding  to  the  court  of  VerBailles,  and  repre* 
tenting  to  his  most  christian  majesty  the  present  state 
of  our  publick  affairs,  with  the  necessity  and  mutual 
advantage  of  his  maintaining  a  naval  superiority  in  the 
American  seas ;  and  also  of  soliciting  from  him,  and 
forwarding  to  the  United  States,  certain  aids  in  money 
and  stores  according  to  an  estimate  herewith  deliver- 
ed to  you,  the  better  to  enable  us  tar|>rosecute  the  war 
with  vigour,  and  co-operate  with  the  asms  of  our  ally 
with  effect. 

Witness  his  excellency  Samuel  Huntington,  es- 
quire. President,  the  33d  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord^  1 780,  and  in  the  5th  year 
of  our  independence. 

(Signed)  S.  H. 

Ch.  T.  Scc'y. 

IKSTRUCTIOirS   TO   COLONBL   JOHN  LAURINS. 
SIR, 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  conSmisston  appointing 
you  our  minister  at  the  court  of  Versailles ;  in  pursu- 
ing the  objects  of  which,  you  will  conform  to  the  fol- 
lowing instructions : 

Upon  your  arrival  you  will  communicate  fully  to  our 
minister  plenipotentiary  at  that 'court  the  business  on 
which  you  are  sent,  and  avail  yourself  of  his  informa- 
tion and  influence  for  obtaining  the  aids  mentioned  in 
the  estimate  delivered  to  you.  Instructions  to  him  for 
that  purpose  are  herewith  transmitted,  which  yoo  will 
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deiirer  immediately  on  your  arrivaU  Yoa  will  con- 
vey to  bis  most  christian  majesty  the  grateful  sense 
Congress  have  of  the  noble  and  generous  part  be  has 
taken  with  regiard  to  the  United  States,  und  use  every 
possible  means  to  impress  him  with  the  uigent  and 
critical  state  of  our  affairs  at  present,  which  Induced 
the  appointment  of  a  special  minister  to  solicit  his 
effectual  aid. 

You  will,  in  particular,  give  him  full  information  of 
the  present  state  of  our  military  affairs,  and  the  mea* 
sures  taken  for  providing  a  respectable  force  for  the 
ensuing  campaign.  It  will  be  proper,  at  the  same 
time,  to  point  out  the  causes  which  rendered  the  last 
Campaign  unsuccessAil. 

You  are  to  use  every  effort  in  your  power  to  enforce 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  naval  superiority  in  the 
American  seas.  You  will  assure  hi&  most  christian 
majesty  on  our  part,  that  if  he  Will  please  to  commu- 
nicate to  us  bis  intentions  respecting  the  next  cam- 
paign in  America,  we  will  use  every  effort  in  our 
power  for  an  effectual  co-operation.  You  are  to  give 
bis  majesty  the  most  positive  and  pointed  assurances 
of  our  determination  to  prosecute  the  war  for  the 
great  purposes  of  the  alliance  agreeable  to.  our  en- 
gagements. _^ 

Should  his  majesty  grant  the  aids  requested,  and 
send  to  our  assistance  a  naval  force,  you  will  take  ad- 
vantage of  that  conveyance  for  forwarding  the  articles 
furnished.  If  no  naval  armament  should  be  ordered 
to  America,  you  will  endeavour  to  obtain  some  vesseb 
of  force  to  transport  the  said  articles,  or  take  advan- 
tage of  some  convoy  to  America  which  ma/  render  the 
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traiuportatioD  less  hazardous.  You  will  call  upon 
William  Palfrey,  esquire,  our  consul  in  that  kingdom, 
for  such  assistance  as  you  may  stand  in  need  of  for 
forwarding  any  supplies  which  you  may  obtain.  You 
are  authorized  to  draw  upon  our  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary for  such  sums  as  you  may  from  time  to  time 
stand  in  need  of,  giving  him  early  notice  thereof  that 
he  may  aid  you  from  funds  procured  on  our  account, 
without  doing  injury  to  our  other  concerns.  You  may 
also  draw  upon  any  other  funds  which  you  may  know 
to  have  been  procured  for  us  in  Europe. 

You  will,  on  your  arrival  at  the  court  of  Versailles, 
present  the  letter  to  his  most  christian  majesty  which 
you  will  herewith  receive.  Previous  to  your  diepar- 
ture  from  the  United  States,  you  are  to  confer  with 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  army,  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  the  commanders  in 
chief  of  his  most  christian  majesty's  fleet  and  army  at 
Rhode  Island,  the  marquis  d^  la  Fayette,  if  it  should 
not  retard  your  voyage,  upon  the  subject  of  your  com* 
mission,  and  avail  yourself  of  every  information  you 
may  obtain  from  them  respectively.  You  will  embrace 
every  opportunity  of  informing  us  of  the  success  of 
your  negotiations,  and  receive  and  obey  such  instruct 
tions  as  you  may  from  time  to  time  receive  from  Con* 
gress. 

When  the  purpose  of  your  misssion  shall  be  as  fuITy 
effected  as  you  may  deem  practicable,  you  are  to  re- 
turn, and  report  your  success  to  Congress  without 
delay,  unless  you  shall  previously  receive  other  or- 
ders. 


^  SBOIIET  JOURNAL.  [D«c»| 

We  pray  God  to  further  you  with  his  goodness  in 
the  several  objects  hereby  recommended)  and  that  he 
will  hare  yoa  iu  his  holy  keeping. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  28d  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1780,  and  in 
the  5th  year  of  our  independence. 


LBTTERS  or  CREDENCE  TO  C0L09BL  J«  LAURENS* 
GREAT  AND  BELOVED  FRIEND  AND  ALLT, 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, impressed  with  the  magnanimity  of  your  majesty, 
and  of  the  repeated  proofs  you  have  given  of  your 
friendly  disposition  towards  these  states,  and  also  feel- 
ing the  necessity  of  giving  your  majesty  full  iaforma- 
tioo  of  the  present  state  of  our  affairs,  have  appointed 
the  honourable  John  Laurens,  esquire,  a  lieutenant 
colonel  in  the  army  of  these  states,  to  repair  to  your 
court,  in  quality  of  minister,  to  solicit  the  aids  re- 
quested by  us ;  and  that  he  may  give  your  majesty 
more  particular  and  further  assurances  of  the  high  re- 
gard we  continue  to  entertain  for  your  majesty*  We 
beseech  your  majesty  to  give  entire  credit  to  every 
thing  be  shall  deliver  on  our  part,  especially  when 
he  shall  assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of  our  friend- 
ship. 

■    And  we  pray  God  that  he  will  keep  your  majesty  in 
his  most  holy  protection. 


rm^  TOBoaax  awwasbb.  ais 

DoM  at  Philadelphia,  the  9dd  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  oar  Lord,  1780,  and  in  the  5th  year 
of  our  independence.  By  the  Congreas  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America.  Yoor  good 
friends  and  allies. 

(Signed)  S.  H.  Prasideat. 

C.  T.  Sec»y. 

» 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  honourable  John  Laurens  on  the  subject  of 
bis  mission* 

The  members — ^Mr.  Mathews,  Mr*  Madison  and 
Mr.  Duane. 

DECEMBER  26,  178& 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  additional  instructions  to  the  honourable 
Dr.  Franklin,  on  the  subject  of  Mr*  J*  Laurens's 
inission* 

The  members — Mr*  Burke,  Mr*  M*Kean  and  Mr* 
Duane* 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  honourable  the  minister  of  Prance  on 
the  subject  of  Mr*  Laurens's  mission* 

The  members — Mr*  Witherspooo,  Mr*  Sullivan,  Mr* 
Duane,  Mr*  Mathews  and  Mr*  Madison* 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  prepare  with  all 
despatch  a  copy  of  the  list  of  supplies  requested 
from  his  most  christian  majesty  to  be  sent  by  Mr. 

Laurens* 

I 
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DECEMBER  27,  1780. 


Resolved,  That  the  thiid  article  of  instractioDf 
gtvoD  to  Dr.  Franklin  the  d8th  jof  November  last,  be 
added  to  those  given  to  Mr*  J.  Laurens,  as  addiiiomttl 
imiructumt* 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Boffke,  Mr.  M^Kean  and  Mr.  Doane,  Congress  agreed 
to  the  following 

A1»PITI0VAL  INStaDCTIOVS   TO  DR.   VRANJKLIN* 
SIR, 

Since  your  last  instructions,  Congress  have  thought 
it  expedient  to  send  colonel  John  Laurens  with  powers 
to  negotiate  specially  the  important  aflSiirs  to  which 
they  more  immediately  relate.  This  gentleman,  from 
the  nature  of  his  services  and  situation,  has  had  oppor- 
tunities, of  information  which  peculiarly  qualify  him 
for  giving  to  his  most  christian  majeaty  a  more  lively 
idea  of  our  circumstances,  of  our  indispensable  wants, 
and  of  the  great  advantages  which  must  result  to 
the  allies  from  his  majesty's  complying  with  our  re* 
quests. 

The  negotiation  is  besides  so  critically  important 
that  it  was  deemed  highly  requisite,  by  the  mission  of 
this  special  minister,  to  guard  against  the  accident  of 
your  want  of  health,  and  the  consequent  delay  in  mak- 
iiig  the  application. 

Notwithstanding  this  appointment,  should  the  dupli- 
cates of  .the  despatches  reach  you  before  this  minister's 
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arrbal,  yoa  will  consider  jl  as  the  desire  of  Coogresi^ 
that  you  lake,  with  all  posstUe  expeditioni  er^y  step 
in  yoar  power  for  effecting  the  business,  or  at  least  for 
disposing  his  most  cfariatian  majesty  and  bis  mtoisCers 
to  take  a  favourable  impression  from  the  represeota* 
tion  whacb  cobae)  Laurens,  from  his  adrantages  d 
fuller  infcMrmation,  imay  be  better  able  to  make.  He  it 
instructed,  and  it  is  well  known  to  be  bis  own  disposi* 
tion,  to  avail  himself  of  your  inlbnnatiMi  and  influence. 
And  Congress  doubt  not  that  the  success  of  this  mea* 
sure  will  be  much  promoted  by  the  assistance  he  wifl 
derive  from  you.  And  they  desire  you  to  consider 
your  attention  to  him,  as  a  matter  which  will  be  very 
satisfactory  to  Congress,  and  advantageous  to  your 
country. 

Done  by  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  27th  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1780,  and  in  the 
5th  year  of  our  independence. 

(Signed)    SAML.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Ch.  T.  Sec'y 

DECEMBER  38,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  take  order 
for  fitting  out  the  Alliance  frigate  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  the  honourable  J.  Laurens  to  some  port  in 
France. 

DECEMBER  39,  1780. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Root,  Mr.  Mathews  and  Mr.  Lovell,  to  whom  were 
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referred  two  letters,  one  of  24Ui  and  oao  of  35th 
September,  1780,  from  the  lionouvable  J.  Adams,  at 
Amsterdam, 

Resolired,  Tliat  a-  commission  be  gtren  to  the  bo- 
Bourable  J.  Adams,  similar  to  the  one  prepared  on  the 
first  day  of  NoTomber,  1779,  and  since  gtveo  to  the 
hoiiomrable,  Henry  Laurens,  as  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries ;  and 
that  the  following  instructions  and  articles  of  a  trea^ 
be  transmitted  to  him : 

w 

THB   COHVISSIOir   TO  MR.   J«   ADAMS* 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  send 
greeting. 

Whereas  an  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries  and  the  citizens 
of  these  United  States,  founded  on  the  principles  of 
equality  and  reciprocity,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage 
to  both  nations : 

Know  te,  THsaroaB,  That  we,  confiding  in  the  *in- 
tegrity,  prudence  and  ability  of  the  honourable  John 
Adams,  late  commissioner  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  late  delegate  in  Con- 
gress from  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  chief 
justice  of  the  said  state,  have  nominated,  constituted 
and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  nominate, 
constitute  and  appoint  him  the  said  John  Adams  our 
commissioner,  giving  him  full  power,  general  and 
special,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to  confer,  treat,  agree 
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md  cooehide  wkk  the  penon  or  ptnons  vested  witli 
equal  powers  by  the  states  general  of  the  said  United 
Provinces,  of  and  concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
Qooimerce ; '  and  whatever  shall  be  so  agreed  and  coq- 
daded  for  as,  and  in  our  name,  to  sign,  and  thereupon 
laake  svch  treaty,  conTentbns  and  agreements  as  he 
shall Jodge  confarmable  to  the  ends  we.  hare  in  view; 
hereby  promistng  -  in  good  faith  that  we  will  accept, 
ratify  and  execute  whatever  shall  be  agreed,  conclud* 
ed  and  signed  by  our  said  minister. . 


Id  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  presents  to 
be  given  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  39th 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1 780^ 
and  in  the  5th  year  of  our  independence. 

(Signed)        S.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Ch«  Thomson,  Sec'y. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THl  HONO0RABL1  JOHN  ADAMS* 
SIR, 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  commission,  authorizing 
you  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries.  You  will 
also  receive  a  plan,  in  articles,  which  you  are  to  adopt 
in  whole,  or  without  any  essential  alteration,  being  al- 
ways cautious  not  to  admit  any  thing  inconsistent  with 
the  treaties  already  concluded  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  being  particularly  attentive  to 
the  ninth,  tenth  and  seventeenth  articles  of  our  treaty 
VOL*  ji.  48 
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Umaaiiy  Md  cMmeree  wilk  FiiiuMi  MMihawwi  m 
d^y  were  finally  ratifiedL 

ki  settling  rtgttlationt  retpecling  oontfabend,  fM 
will  regatd  not  only  tbe  emnmntioD  nade  b  ear 
tfeaty  with  Franoe,  but  eoofbrm  to  aucb  regolationa  at 
aliaU  be  agreed  upon  by  tbe  Goagreia  of  the  Benhen 
poweiB,  coflcemkig  wbidi  we  have  eBpreaaed  our  im^ 
trntioM  by  reaoirea  passed  the  <th  ml  October  laat» 
aad  beeewhb  traasmitted. 

Doni;  at  Philadelphia,  this  29th  day  of  December,  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord,  1780,  and  in  tbe  5th  year 

of  oar  independence.    By  the  Congress  of  the 

United  States. 

(Signed)         SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

Cb.  Thomson,  Sec'y. 

Plan  of  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  between 
the  Unitkl  States  of  America  and  the  United  Pro- 
vinces of  tbe  Low  Countries. 

The  parties  being  willing  to  fix,  in  a  permanent  and 
equitable  manner,  the  rules  to  be  observed  in  the  com« 
meree  they  desire  to  establish  between  their  respective 
countries,  have  judged  that  tbe  said  end  cannot  be  bet- 
ter obtained  than  by  taking  the  most  perfect  equality 
and  reciprocity  for  the  basis  of  their  agreement,  by 
Yeaving  each  party  at  liberty  (o  make  such  interioor 
regulations  respecting  commerce  and  navigation  ss 
they  shall  find  most  convenient,  and  by  founding  tbe 
advantage  of  commerce  on  reciprocal  and  just  rules  of 
free   intercourse.     On  these  principles  the  parties, 


after  matiive  deKberation,  hare  agretd  to  the  folkming 
articlefl : 


ARTICLS   I. 

There  »haU  be  a  firm,  inriolable  and  eniTersal  peace 
and  sincere  friendship  between  their  high  mightinesses 
the  states  general  of  the  seren  United  Provinces  of 
the  low  coontries  and  the  Untied  States  of  North  Ame« 
fica,  and  the  subjects  and  people  of  the  said  parties^ 
and  the  countries,  islands,  cities  and  towns  situated 
under  their  respective  jurisdictions,  and  the  people  and 
inhabitants  thereof  of  every  degree,  without  exception 
of  persons  or  places. 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  subjects  of  the  said  states  of  the  low  countries 

shall  pay  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  countries,  islands, 

cities  or  towns  of  the  United  States  of  North  America, 

or  any  of  them,  no  other  or  greater  duties  or  Imposts, 

of  what  nature  soever  they  may  be,  or  by  what  name 

soever  called,  than  those  which  the  nations  most  fa- 

voured  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay ;  and  they  shall 

enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  pririleges,  immanities 

and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigatioo  and  commerce, 

whether  in  passing  from  one  port  in  the  said  states  to 

another,  cmt  in  going  to  and  from  the  same,  from  and 

to  any  port  of  the  world  which  the  said  nations  do  or 

shall  enjoy* 
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ARTICLE   III. 

Tli«  coDvene  of  articfe  ii* 

ARTICLE    iV. 

There  shall  be  a  foil,  perfect  and  e^tira  liberty  of 
conscience  allowed  to  the  subjects  of  each  party,  and 
to  their  fomilies,  as  to  matters  of  religion,  and  a  full 
and  entire  liberty  to  worship  in  their  own  way,  wtthont 
any  kind  of  molestation*  MoreoTcr,  liberty  shall  be 
given  to  the  subjects  of  either  party,  who  die  in  the 
territories  of  the  other,  to  be  interred  in  convenient 
and  decent  places  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  as 
occasion  shall  require ;  neither  shall  the  dead  bodies 
of  tbose  that  are  buried  be  any  wise  molested. 

ARTICLE   V. 

» 

Their  high  mightinesses  the  states  of  the  sevea 
United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries  shall  endeavour, 
by  all  the  means*  in  their  power,  to  protect  and  defend 
all  vessels  and  other  effects  belongiog  to  the  citizens, 
people  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States  of 
America,  or  any  of  them,  being  in  their  ports,  havens 
or  roads,  or  on  the  seas  near  to  their  countries,  islands, 
cities  or  towns ;  and  to  recover,  and  cause  to  be  re- 
stored to  the  right  owners,  their  vessek  and  effects,  as 
shall  be  taken  within  their  jurisdiction.  And  thehr 
ships  of  war,  or  any  convoy  sailing  under  their  authori- 
ty, shall,  upon  all  occasions,  take  under  their  protec- 


tion  all  yessels  belonging  to  Ibe  Mibjeets,  people  or  in** 
Imbitanto  ot  the  said  United  States  of  America,  or  any 
of  tiienif  holding  the  same  coarse,  or  going  the  same 
way,  and  shall  defend  sach  ressels  as  long  as  they  hold 
the  same  conrse,  or  go  the  same  way,  against  all  at* 
tmcka,  force  and  violence,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
ought  to  protect  and  defend  vessels  belonging  to  the 
subjects  of  their  said  high  mightinesses. 


ARTICLE   Y, 

A  reciprocal  stipulation. 


ARTICE.B   VI* 

It  shall  be  lawfal  and  free  for  merchants  and  others 
being .  subjects  either  of  the  said  seven  United  Pro- 
vinces of  the  low  countries,  or  of  the  said  United  States 
of  America,  by  will,  or  any  other  disposition,  made 
either  during  the  time  of  sickness  or  at  any  other  time 
before,  or  at  the  point  of  death,  to  devise  or  give  away 
to  such  person  or  persons  as  to  them  shall  seem  good, 
their  effects,  merchandise,  money,  debts  or  goods, 
moveable  or  immoveable,  which  they  have  or  ought  to 
have  at  the  time  of  their  death,  or  at  any  time  before, 
within  the  countries,  islands,  cities,  towns  or  dominions 
belonging  to  either  of  the  said  contracting  parties. 
Moreover,  whether  they  die  having  made  their  wills,  or 
intestate,  their  lawful  heirs,  executors  or  administra-^ 
tors  residing  in  the  dominions  of  either  of  the  contract- 
ing  parties,  or  coming  from  any  other  part,  although 
they  be  not  naturalized,  and  without  having  their  right 


oonteitel  or  impedtd  andtr  ^tett  of  any  righto  or 
prorogadvts  of  protrincet,  ckiei  or  private  poraoat, 
aball  fraely  and  quiedjr  reeeivo  and  take  poateMioa  of 
aU  Am  aaad  gooda  and  electa  whataoever,  aooording  to 
the  laws  of  each  conntry  retpeotively,  in  toeb  OMnner 
howeipor  that  the  wills  and  right  of  entering  opon  the 
iaheriti^ea  of  persons  dying  intestate  most  he  proved, 
aceording  to  the  law  in  those  places  where  soch  per-^ 
sons  may  happen  to  die,  as  well  by  the  snbjects  of  one 
as  of  the  other  contracting  party,  any  law,  statate, 
edict,  custom  or  ordinance  or  right  whatsoever  not- 
withstanding. 

ARTICLE  Vlf. 

It  shall  be  InwAd  and  free  for  the  snbjects  of  each 
patty  to  employ  each  advocates,  attorneys,  notaries, 
soUcitom  or  factors  as  they  shall  think  fit,  to  which 
end  the  said  advocates,  and  others  abovemeotioned, 
any  bo  appointed  by  the  ordinary  judges,  if  it  be 
needfiil,  and  the  jadges  he  dierennto  required. 

ARTICLB  VIII. 

Merchants,  masters  of  ships,  owners,  mariners,  men 
of  all  kinds,  ships  and  vessels,  and  all  merchandise  and 
goods  io  general,  and  effecto  of  one  of  the  confederates, 
or  of  the  sabjecU  thereof,  shaU  not  be  seined  or  de« 
Uined  in  any  of  the  countries,  lands,  islands,  cities, 
towns,  poru,  havens,  shores  or  <lominioDs  whatsoever 
<^  the  other  confederate,  for  publick  use,  warlike  ex- 
peditions, or  the  private  use  of  aaty  one,  by  arrests, 


wmlmum^  or  any  coImt  ifaaNof^  Mirtcifiri  it  iMI  be 
wlMrfiU  for  the  sttbjtote  of  eitfer  poitf  lo  triit  aof 
thiogt  or  to  osiort  it  hy  ibico  ftom  the  wt^tot*  ef  the 
ether  pertyy  wiikDot  the  oomeet  of  the  ptrsoe  to  whoei 
k  beloags*  Which,  howeeer,  ia  not  to  be  nmleritoed 
ef  thet  teiMre  end  deteotioo  whieb  shell  be  nade  by 
the  (BenmaiMl  eed  entherity  of  justice,  and  bjr  the  ofdii* 
aary  methods,  en  aceoent  ef  debt  w  criaits,  io  respect 
whereof  the  proceedings  most  be  by  way  of  law,  ac* 
eordiog  to  the  forois  of  justice. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

It  is  further  agreed  and  condaded,  that  it  shall  be 
«riiolIy  free  for  all  merchants,  commanders  of  ships, 
and  other  subjects  of  their  high  mightinesses  the  states 
of  the  seven  United  Provinces  of  the  low  cottBtries,  in 
all  places  subject  to  the  dominion  and  jurisdictioo  of 
the  said  United  States  of  Americey  to  manage  their  own 
business  themselves,  or  to  employ  whoosseever  they 
please  to  manage  it  for  them ;  nor  shall  they  be  obliged 
to  make  use  of  any  interpreter,  or  broker,  nor  to  pay 
any  salary  or  fees,  unless  they  choose  to  make  use  of 
them*  Moreover,  masters  of  ships  shall  not  be  oUiged, 
in  loading  or  unloading  their  ships,  to  make  use  of  these 
workmen  that  may  be  appointed  by  publick  authority 
for  that  purpose }  but  it  shall  be  entirely  free  for  them 
to  load  or  unload  their  ships  by  themselves,  or  to  make 
ase  of  such  persons  in  loading  or  unloading  the  same 
as  they  shall  think  fit,  without  paying  any  fees  or  saht- 
ry  to  aay  other  whesMoever.  Neither  shall  they  be 
forced  to  unload  any  sort  of  meithandises,  either  Into 


\ 


Qth«r  aliipsy  OT  to  mceive  them  into  tMr  owo,  or  to 
vmi  for  their '-being  loaded  longer  thao  they  pteMCii 
And  all  and  every  the  citiseoBt  people  and  iahobilanta 
of  the  said  United  Slatea  of  America  shall  recipfocaHy 
have  and  enjoy  the  same  privileges  and  liberties  in  aU 
places  whatsoever  sab|ect  lo  the  doiMaatiaii  and  jwia- 
diction  of  their  Jiigh  migfaitioesses  the  states  of  the  le* 
yen  United  Provinces  of  the  low  eoutriee. 


ARTICLE  X. 

The  merchant  ships  of  either  of  the  parties  which 
shall  be  makiog  into  a  port  belonging  to  the  enemy  of 
the  other  ally,  and  concerning  whose  voyage,  and  the 
species  of  good^  on  board  her,  there  shall  be  just 
grounds  of  suspicion,  shall  be  obliged  to  exhibit  as  well 
upon  the  high  seas,  as  in  the  ports  and  havens,  not  only 
her  passports,  but  likewise  certificates  expressly  show- 
ing that  her  goods  are  not  of  the  number  of  those 
have  been  prohibited  as  contraband* 


ARTICLE  XI. 

If  by  exhibiting  the  above  said  certificates  the  other 
party  discover  there  are  any  of  those  sorts  of  goods 
which  are  prohibited  and  declared  coatrabaod,  and 
consigned  for  a  port  under  the  obedience  of  his  enenyt 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  break  up  the  hatches  of  such 
ship,  or  to  open  any  chest,  cofiers,  packs,  casks  or 
any  other  vessel  found  therein,  or  to  remove  the  smal* 
lest  parcel  of  her  goods,  whether  such  ship  belongs 
to  the  subjects  of  tl^eir  Ugh  mightinesses  the  states  of 


^^^^'^^i^p  ^B^^^^^^^^^^^B    ^PN^B^Ni^V^^  4HiV 


dtisMfB  or  iokftbiiMM  of  the  wi4  United  Stettt  of 
Asmoa,  Qoku  Ib^  ludiiig  be  brovgbl  ob  sbort  ia  tbe 
ims^QM  cf  lb«i  ^IBlBm  of  Un  tomt  of  admifaky,  and 
aa  imwrnnUuf  charaof  made.  But  tbert  tball  be  oo  al- 
Icnmnca  to aelUesohaige or alieaale Iha aama ia any 
■laDoer  aatU  after  tbit  doeaad  tawfol  ptocets  shall 
have  bean  had  agaiasC  sach  piohtbiCad  goods,  and  the 
court  of  admiralty  shall,  by  a  seoCiftnce  pronoaaetdi 
have  coofiaoatad  the  ajsoie,  sa^JAS  ftlWByi  ai  well  tba 
•hip  itself  as  any  other  goods  fooddthemeiD,  which  are 
to  be  esteeoied  fite ;  aeilher  may  they  be  detained  oa 
pretence  of'  dieir  beiogt  as  it  were,  infected  by  pro* 
hHrited  goods ;  much  less  sfaaU  they  be  confiecated  as 
lawAil  prise;  but  if  not  the  whok  cargo,  but  only  part 
thereof,  shall  consist  of  prohibited  or  contraband  goods, 
and  the  cooimabder  of  tbe  ship  shall  he  ready  and  wil- 
ling to  deliver  them  to  the  captor  who  has  discovered 
them,  in  siich  case,  the  captor  having  received  those 
goods,  ahaU  fortfiwtth  discharge  the  ship,  and  nM  bio* 
der  her,  by  any  means,  freely  to  prosecute  tbe  voyage 
on  which  she  was  bound.    But  in  case  the  contrabaad 

ft 

merchandises  cannot  be  all  received  on  board  the  ves- 
sel of  the  captor,  then  tbe  captor  may,  notwithstand- 
ing the  offer  of  delivering  him  the  contraband  goodsi 
carry  the  vessel  into  the  nearest  port,  agreeably  to 
%vhat  is  above  directed. 

ARTICLE  ZI|» 

Oa  the  contrary,  it  is  agreed  that  whatever  shall  be 
foend  to  be  laden  by  the  solgects  and  inhahttaaU  of 
vot.  fi.  49 


either  parly,  on  any  ship  belonging  to  the  enemiet'et 
the  other;  or  to  their  8ubject8,'the  wholoi  though  it  be 
not  of  the  sort  of  prohibited  goods,  may  ba  cosfiacatel 
ifi  the  aame  raanDer  as  if  it  belonged  to  the  enemy,  ei^ 
cept  such  goods  and  merobandisee*  as  were  pot  oq 
board  such  ship  before  the  declaietion  of  war,  or  even 
4iler  such  declaration,  without  the  knowledge  of  it,  so 
that  the  goods  of  the  subjects  and  people  of  either 
party,  whether  they  be  of  the  nature  of  such  as  are 
prohibited,  or  otherwise,  which,  as  is  cfDresaid,  were 
p\]t  sin  board  any  ship  belonging  to  an  enemy  before 
the  war,  or  ^tter  the  declaration  of  the.same^  withoit 
the  Icnowledge  of  it,  shall  no  wise  be  liable  to  confis* 
eation,  but  ehaM  well  and  truly  be  restored  withool 
dehy .to  the' proprietors  demanding  the  same  ;  hot  so 
as  that,  if  the  said  merchandises  be  contraband,  it  shall 
not  be  any  way  lawful  to  carry  them  afterwards  to  any 
ports  belonging  to  the  enemy.  The  two  contracting 
parties  agree  that  the  term  of  two  months  being  passed 
after  the  declaration  of  war,  their  respective  subjects 
from  whateirer  part  of  the  world  they  oome  shall  not 
plead  the  ignorance  mentioned  in  this  article. 

ARTICLE  Xifl. 

.  And  that  more  effedaal  care  may  be  taken  for  the 
security  of  the  subjects  and  people  of  either  party, 
that  they  do  not  suffer  any  injury  by  the  men  of  war 
or  privateers  of  the  other  party,  all  the  commanders  of 
the  ships  of  war  and  tBe  armed  vessels  of  the  said  states 
of  the  seven  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries, 
atnd  of  the  said  United  States  of  America,  and  all 


•ubjecCs  and  people,  shall  be  forbid  doing  any  injury  or 
damage  to  the  other  side ;  and  if  they  act  to  the  con* 
Irary,  they  shall  be  punished,  and  shall  moreover  be 
bound  to  make  satisfaction  for  all  matter  of  damage, 
and  the  interest  thereof,  by  reparation  under  the  pain 
and  obligation  of  their  persons  and  goods*    - 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

All  ships  and  merchandise  of  what  nature  soever, 
which  shall  be  rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  any  pirates 
or  robbers  on  the  high  seas,  shall  be  brought  into  some 
port  of  either  state,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  cus* 
.tody  of  the  officers  of  that  port,  in  order  to  be  restored 
entire  to  the  true  proprietor,  as  soon  as  dUe  and 
sufficient  proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the  property 
thereof. 


ARTiCLB  xy. . 

If  any  ships  or  vessels  beloi^ing  to  either  of  the  par- 
ties, their,  sabjecu  or  peo|de,  shall,  within  the  coasts 
or  dominions  of  the  other,  stick  upon  the  sands,  or  he 
wrecked,  or  suffer  any  other  damage,  all  friendly  asp 
aistance  and  relief  shall  be  given  to  the  persons  ship* 
wrecked,  or  such  as  shall  be  in  danger  thereof;  and 
letters  of  safe  conduct  shall  likewise  be  given  to  them 
for  their  free  and  quiet  passage  from  thence,  and  the 
return  of  every  one  of  them  to  his  own  country*. 


VH  SBflnnr  IOiMDOEL*  [Dee.ll^ 


In  case  the  subjects  or  people  of  either  party,  wiik 
'  their  shipping,  whether  of  publick  and  of  war,  or  pri- 
vate and  of  merchants,  be  found  through  stress  of 
weather,  pursuit  of  pirates  or  enemies,  or  any  other 
urgent  n^essity,  for  seeking  of  shelter  and  harbour, 
to  retreat  and  enter. into  any  of  the  rivers,  creeks,  baysi 
liavens,,  roads,  ports  or  shores  belonging  to  the  other 
party,  tBey  shall  be  received  and  treated  with  all  hu- 
nanity  and  kindness,  and  enjoy  all  friendly  protection 
and  help ;  and  they  shall  be  permitted  to  refresh  and 
provide  themselves  at  reasonable  rates  with  victuals  and 
all  things  needful  for  tlie  sustenance  of  their  persons, 
or  reparation  of  their  ships  i  and  they  shall  no  ways  be 
detained,  or  hindered  from  returning  out  of  the  said 
ports  or  roads,  but  may  remove  and  depart  where  an(f 
whither  they  please,  Without  any  let  or  hindrance. 

■  * 

For  the.b^tter  promoting  of  commerce  on  both  sides, 
it  i^  agreed,  that  if  a  war  shouljd  break  out  between  tbs 
said  two  nations,  si;^  months  alter  the  proclafnation  of 
War  &hall  be  allowed  to  the  merchants',  in  the  cities  and 
towns  where  they  live,  for  selling  aiid  transporting 
their  goods  and  merchandises ;  and  if  any  thing  be 
taken  from  them,  or  any  injury  be  don^to  them,  with- 
in  that  term,  by  either  party,  or  the  people  or  subjecia 
of  either,  full  satisfaction  shall  be  made  for  the  same. 


jsmi  NUMM  unaoL 


AATicLE  xrni. 

No  iiibjects  of  Iheir  high  opightfiieraei  the  states  of 
the  seven  United  Provinces  of  the  bw  countries  shall 
apply  for,  or  take  any  commission  or  letters  of  marque 
lor  arming .  any  ship  or  ibtps,  to  act  as  privateers 
against  the  said  United  States  of  America^  or  any  of 
them,  or  againnt  the  subjects,  people  or  inhabitants  of 
the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  against  the 
property  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  them,  from  any 
prince  or  state  with  which  the  said  United  States  of 
America  sbsll  happen  to  be  at  war ;  nor  shall  any  ci- 
iixeh,  subject  br  inhabitant  of  the  said  United  States  of 
Anlerica,;  or  any  of  them,  apply  for  or  take  any  com* 
inissibn  or  letters  of  marque  for  arming  any  ship  or 
vessel  to  act  as  privateers  against  the  subjects  of  ih^it 
^aid  high  mightinesses,  or  any  of  them,  or  the  piroperty 
of  any  of  themi  firom  any  prince  or  state  with  whick 
^tkt  said  stale  shall  be  at  war ;  and  if  any  person  of 
either  nation  shall  take  such  eotttoiisrion  or  lietters  bf 
marque,  he  shall  be  punished  as  a  pirate* 

* 

» 

ARTICLE  Xlf . 

The  ships  of  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either 
of  the  parties  pOQ|iag  upon.  Bny  coast  belonging  to 
either  of  the  ^said  allies,  but  not  willing  to  enter  into 
port,  or  being  entered  into  port,  and  not  willing  to  un- 
load their  cargoes  or  break  bulk,  shall  be  treated 
agreeable  to  the  general  rules  prescribed,  or  to  be 
prescribed}  relative  to  the  object  in  question. 


^  fiWRSTr^oiriiNife .  [i»« 


ARTICI*B  XX« 


The  twd.  contracting  parties  grartt  le  each  other  the 
Jiberty  of  having,  ^acb  in  the  pol-ls  of  the  other,  consuk, 
Tice-conauU  and  commissaries  of  iheir  own  appoiotingv 
whose  functions  shall  be  regulated  by  particular  a- 
greement,  whenever  either  party  chooses  to  make  such 
appointments 


b«    J 


ARTICLIB  XXU  , 

■.,•:•.]*•:' 

.  ,It  i^!  agreedt  between  the  two  contracting  parties, 
that  no  c|au$e,  article,  matter  or  thing  herein  contain- 
ed»  shall  be  taken  or  understood,  either  in  present  or 
li^ure^  contrary  to  the  claeses,  articles,  cdvenanta  and 
atipplations  in^  treaty  between  the. said  United  States 
of  America:  wSi.  ^e  \  most  christian  king,  'necked  at 
Paris  Q(n:  ^e  $4b  day  of  February,  1778^  or  any  of 
ihem,  hut  the .s^pte  shall  he  takeil  tod  understood  con- 
sistently :  wiih^  affi4  0pnj[oniiiably  >  to,  the  teid  treaty. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the 
foregoing  report  prepare  the  draft  of  letters  of  ere- 
dence  for  Mr*  Adams^ 

•    •  • 

JANUARY  3,  IWi: 

'       .  ..      •        a    . 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  letters  of  cre- 
dence ^  to  the  honourable  J.  Adams,  reported  drafls 
which'were  agreed  to  as  follows : 


To  their  High  Mightin^ies  tbe  Stttes  G^oettl  oT  the 
Uoited  Netherlands.        ^  . 

« 

HIGH   AND   MIOHTT   LORDS,      '        * 

J 

The  United  States  of  North  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  impressed  with  a  high  sense  of  the  wisdom* 
and  magnanimity  of  yonr  high  mightinesses,  and  of 
jour  inviolable  attachments  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  mankind,  and  being  desirous  of  cultivating  the 
friendship  of  a  nation  eminent  for  its  wisdom,  justice 
and  moderation,  have  appointed  the  honourable  John 
Adams,  late  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  and  a  member  of  the  council  of  that 
state,  to  be  their  minister  plenipotentiary  to  reside 
near  you,  that  he  may  give  you  more  particular  assu- 
rances of  the  great  respect  they  entertain  for  your 
high  mightinesses.  We  beseech  your  high  migbtines- 
ses  to  give  entire  credit  to  every  thing  which  our  said 
minister  shall  deliver  on  our  part,  especially  when  he 
shall  assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of  our  friendship  and 
regard.  We  pray  God  to  keep  your  high  mightines- 
ses in  bis  holy  protection* 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  this  Sd  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  1781,  and  in  the  5th  year 
of  our  independence.  By  the  United  Slates  of 
America.    Your  Friends. 

S.  HUNTINGTON,  Presidentir 

Oh.  Thomson,  Sec^j^ 


To  His  Most  Seme  HighoeM  the  flmceof  Oblige. 

HIGH   AND  SIRBNB   PRINCE, 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled,  impressed  with  a  deep  sense  of  your  wisdom  and 
magnanimity,  and  being  desirous  of  cultivating  the 
friendship  of  your  highness^  and  of  the  seven  IJnited 
Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  who  have  ever  disfin- 
guished  themselves  by  an  inviolable  attachment  to 
freedom  and  the  rights  of  nations,  have  appointed  the 
l^ourable  John  Ad^ms,  late  a  delegate  in  Congress 
from  the  state  of  Massachnsetts,  and  a  member  of  the 

s  . 

council  of  that  state,  to  be  their  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary at  your  court,  that  be  may  give  you  more  particu- 
lar assurances  of  the  great  respect  they  entertain  for 
your  highness  and  for  the  people  over  whom  you  pre- 
side as  stadtholder*  We  beseech  yottr  highness  to 
give  entire  credit  to  every  thing  which  our  said  mbis- 
ter  shall  deliver  on  our  part,  especially  when  he  shall 
assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of  our  friendship  and  re- 
gard. We  pray  God  to  keep  your  highness  in  bis 
holy  protection* 
Done  at  Philadelphia,  Sic. 

JANUARY  10,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  llr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  correspondence  between  the  count  de 
Vergennes  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  relative  to  the'conf- 
munication  of  the  plenipotentiary  powers  of  the  latter. 
Congress  agreed  to  the  following  letter : 


count  (^e  yergi^ii««^a  q^  th^  ^uly^ct  of  eomoiuoi^tiilg 
jFoqr  ple^jpotenUary  pQwers  tQ  the  qnmUtry  of  Gr^i^t 
Qrit^ip,  %»  4oif iov  from  your  ^^l  fud  ^s^Muity  m  tkt$ 
«f rvico  of  yoiir  coii^lry ;  but  1  am  directed  lo  iofoim 
jQi|,  Uiat  the  ppiofQii  given  to  you  by  that  mioiBter  re<» 
ll^tfvo  to  liie  tipq  aed  circufiistances  proper  for  com^ 
■doiiiicating  yoqr  powers,  aad  eateripg  upon  the  execn* 
tiop  of  themi  i#  well  founded*  Congre99  have  no  ex^ 
pectatioqs  from  ^he  influe))ce  which  the  people  of 
E)ngland  luay  have  on  the  Bfitigb  cpunciley  whatever 
Qiay  be  the  diapositiona  of  that  nation  or  their  nagiar 
tmtea  towarda  thepe  Upited  States  nor  are  they  of 
Opiiliqil  that  a  change  of  ministers  would  produce  % 
f  hapge  of  measures  $  they  therefore  hope  that  you  wil} 
be  y^j  cautioiis  of  admitting  y^ur  measures  to  be  int 
tuenced  by  presumptions  of  such  events,  or  their  pro- 
bable  consequeneest 

I  am,  &c. 
S.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

FEBRUARY  15,  1781. 

« 

Congress  tQo)cipfQ  consideration  the  draft  of  a  letter 
to  Mr*  Jay,  which  the  delegates  of  Virginia  had  mov- 
ed in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  their  constitur 
entSj  and  the  same  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

SIR, 

Congress  having  since  their  instructions  to  you  of 
the  29th  September,  1779,  and  4th  October,  1780,  re- 
voi..  II.  5Q 


mi  sHurr.JMlniii*  a^b.^ii^ 

lative  to  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  free 
navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  to  a  frbe  port 
or  ports  bebw  the  thirCy-first  degree  of  north '  latitude, 
fesumed  the  consideration  "bf  that  subject,  and '  being 
desirous  to  manifest  to  all  the  world,  and  particulaify 
to  his  catholick  majesty,  the  moderation  of  their  views, 
the  high  value  they  place  on  the  friendship  of  his  ca- 
tholick majesty,  and  their  disposition  to  remove  every 
reasonable  obstacle  to  his  accessibn  to'  the  alliance 
subsisting  between  his  most  christian  majesty '  and 
these  United  States,  in  order  to  unite  the  more  closely 
in  their  measures  and  operations  three '  powers  who 
have  so  great  a  unity  of  interests,  and  thereby  to  com- 
pel  the  common  enemy  to  a  speedy,  just  and  honodft^ 
able  peace — have  resolved,  and  you  are '  hereby  in- 
structed to  recede  from  the  instructions  above  referred 
to,  so  far  as  they  insist  on  the  free  navigation  of  that 
part  of  the  river  Mississippi,  which  lies  belbw  the 
thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  on  a  free  port 
or  ports  below  the  same ;  provided  such  cession  shall 
be  unalterably  insisted  upon  by  Spain ;  and  provided 
the  free  navigation  of  the  said  river,  above  the  said 
degree  of  north  latitude,  shall  be  acknowledged  and 
guarantied  by  his  catholick  majesty  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  in  common  with  bis  own  subjects. 
tt  is  the  order  of  Congress  at  the  same  time,  that  you 
exert  every  possible  effort  to  obtain  from  tic»  catholick 
majesty  the  use  of  the  river  aforesaid,  with  a  free  poirt 
or  ports  below  the  said  thirty-first  degree  of  north 
latitude  for  the  citizens  of  the  United  States^  under 


lau^i 


•acb  regttlfttion  and  restriotioos^onlj  as  maj  be  a 
eessary  safeguard  against  ilKcU  commerce. 

I  am,  &c. 

S.  HUNTrNGTON,  President.  ' 


When  the  quastion  was  about  being  put  to  agree,  to ' 
the  foregoing  letter,  the  previous  question  was  moved 
ed  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell.    And  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  the  previous  questioui  the  yeas 
and  nays  tieii^  required  by  JMr..Bee-* 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Sullivan, 

MassachuBetts  Bay,  Mr.  Adams, 

Mr.  LoveU^ 
Mr.  Ward, 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Vamum, 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


.      \ 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Mr.  Huntington,    ](Toi 


Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Wolcott, 


Ay. 
Ay, 


>No.  , 


At. 


>No. 


At. 


Mr.  Floyd,  Ay. )  tv.  .     ^ 

Mr.  M^Dougall,    No. }  I>«^^M%- 


Mr.  Burnet, 


>^No.x 


Mr.  Montgomery,  No.*^ 
Mr.  Atlee,  No.  I 

Mr.  Ciymer,         No.  >Nq. 
Mr.  Wynkoop,      No.  j 
Mr.  Smith,  No.  j 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Carroll, 


>-No. 
>No.X 


v^m 


Vlighil^ 


North  Carolinay 


^uth  (7tiolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr*  MttdiaoB, 
Mr.  Bland, 

• 

Mr.  Burto, 
Mt.  ISharp^, 
,Mr.  JohastoDi 

Mr.  MathewB, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mh  Motte, 

Mr.  W^hoD, 
Mr.  l^eWj 


Ho*  1 

[o.  S  Mo. 
[o.) 

Ay.) 

NcVNo. 
No.S 

K6.) 

No»>l(o» 

Noi) 


No. 
Ho 


:1 


No. 


So  it  pused  in  the  MgAtS^. 

Oa  the  <|uesiion  to  agree  lo  ike  letter  of  instnK^ 
tioDs,  the  ytei  and  aayb  beiig  required  by  Mr.  Ix^ 
veil— 


New  Hami^hirei      Mr.  Sullivan, 

Massachtts^tu  Bay,  Mr.  S.  AdaniB, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Vamum, 

Mr.  HuDtinglon] 
M^  boot, 
Mr.  Wofeott^ 

Mr.  t'loyd, 
Mr.  M'Douga], 

Mr.  Burnet, 


Rlii9d«  MaAd, 
Connecticut, 


New  Yorks 


New  Jeraey, 


>At. 


No. 


>^Ar. 


Ay.) 

No.> 
No.> 

No.> 
Ay.  5 


No. 


Divmii^ 


>At.X 


MK) 


PbiMyhrafelkBij 


Delaware, 
Marjlftfifd) 
Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  C&rolina, 


Georgia, 


MK  llqtitgUBMffy^ 
Mr.  Atlee^ 
Mr.  Ciymer, 
Mr.  Wyhk66^, 
Mn  t'.  Sttiib) 

Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr»*  Carrol^ 


Mr.  JoneS) 
Mr.  Madi^Otiy 
Ur^  diaild, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sbdfpe, 
Mr.  Johnbtoti, 

Atr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  fie^, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Fe#, 


Ay.  I 

Ay.  >At. 
Ay.f 

AyJ 


>Ay. 

>Af.x 

Ay. 

Ay. }  At. 

Ay« 

No. 

Ay.  ^  No. 

No« 

AyO 

Ay.  >  A*. 


Ay.S 

Ay.) 
Ay.  5 


Ar. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


MARCH  24,  1781. 

A  m^llolk  was  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr«^ 
Motte,  in  the  words  following : 

Wbertas  there  Is  great  reason  lo  believe  tkftt  the 
commtmicatiods  of  Congress  to  their  minister  at  the 
court  of  Madrid,  and  ftHM  htm  to  Congress,  hliV«  beett 
and  are  inttefeepted  by  ih^  maehlftationS  of  the  instru- 
ments of  the  ctart  of  Great  Briliio : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  be  ap- 

pointed, and  he  is  hereby  appointed  to  reside  at  Cadii;, 


and  antborfased  to  recaive  .and  Itespatch  all  leturs  to 
and  from  Congrass,  to  artd  (rom  their  minister  at  the 
court  of  Madrid ;  and  that  be  le* 

mitted  him  for  the  purpose  pf  paying  exjMress  couriers 
to  and  from  that  port  to  the  court  of  Madrid.  That  a 
circumstantial  account  of  the  sereral  actions  and  suc- 
c^sses.of  our  troops  against  those  of  the  enemy  since 
the  battle  of  Camden  be  transmitted  through  the  afore- 
said channel  to  our  minister  at  the  court  of  Madrid^ 
and  a  copy  pf  the  act  of  Virginia  relinquishing  their 
right  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  M. 
Smith,  that  the  consideration  .of  the  motion  be  post- 
poned.  And  on  the  question  to  postpone,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland** 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Sullivan,  >^Ar.X 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Adams, 

Mr.  Ward, 


Ay.) 
Ay.  5 


At. 


Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington,    Ay. 

Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Wolcott, 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Clark,  Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Houston,        Ay.  $  "'  • 

Pennsylvania,  .     .  Mr.  Montgomery,  Ay •  2  .^ 

Mr.Clymer,  Ay.  J '*^* 

Dd«waM, ..  Mr.  M'Kean,       At.  >  I 

BIr.  Vandyke,      Ay.j*'* 

Maryland,  Mr.  Hanson,         Ay.  >  .. 

Mr.Canoii,        Ay.  5*'* 


11BIJ 


jMMiiKffir'AFrAtta. 


^ 


Vi^giijtt, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Blandi 
Mr#  Suiith, 

Mr.  Shairpe, 
Mr«  JohoatoD, 

Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mn  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


^^  I  Divided. 


Ay.> 

Ay.  5 


At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflSrmative. 

MARCH  24,  1781. 

Th^  chevalier  de  la  Ltuserne,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  France,  by  a  memorial  informed  Congress, 
That  the  king,  being  made  acquainted  with  the  situa** 
tion  of  the  afiairs  of  the  confederacy,  had  resolved  to 
continue  daring'  the  next  campaign  the  land  and  sea 
forces  which  are  now  in  this  continent.  That  nnforc'^ 
seen  obstacles  had  prevented  the  junction  of  the  se- 
cond division  of  sea  forces  with  (he  first,  as  soon  as 
was  expected ;  but  that  it  was  to  sail  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble ;  and  that  Congress  should  use  their  utmost  exer- 
tions to  have  their  army  ready  for  action  without  the 
loast  delay. 

But  while  the  king,  actuated  by  his  love  for  the 
United  States,  of  his  mere  motion  was  giving  them 
succours  which  he  was  under  no  obligation  to  do,  arid 
out  of  regard  to  them  lessened  the  efforts  which  he 
could  have  made  for  his  own  advantage,  he  had  reason 
to  expect  a  proportionable  activity  from  Congress; 
and  he  hopes  that  the  United  States,  which  hslve  so 


^ 


^^K  BHWbBbW^  •  ^^WBBWBWP'*  ^^■"'^H^^ 


>  ttiach  to  ipan  «r  lose  b/  the  imm  of  the  cootaac,  pUI 
employ  all  their  resources  in  the  present  coojoncture ; 
and  that  the  Cpngress ,  whicji  is  entrust^  wit^  llmv 
dearest  inteirest  will  hasten  to  adopt  effectoal  mea- 
sures for  conducting  matters  to  a  bappj  issue. 

The  chevalier  de  la  Luzernei  vben  he  commonicated 
to  the  king  the  news  of  the  final  ratification  of  the  con- 
federation! thought  himself  warranted  to  assure  his 
majesty  that  this  event  would  have  a  happy  influence 
on  the  councils  of  this  repul^Uolc ;  that  they  wguld 
thereby  acquire  all  the  energy  necessary  for  conduct- 
ing the  important  business  entrusted  to  them  ;  that  the 
union  would  receive  new  force ;  and  he  did  not  douhC 
but  the  ensuing  campaign  wouU  give  deeiaive  proofs 
of  this.  And  the  minister  relies  that  his  hopes,  whiab 
are  the  sao^e  as  are  entertained  by  the  whole  coaiioen^ 
will  not  be  disappointed.  It  is  at  the  sftifie  time  esaen- 
tialy  while  Congress  are  making  the  necessary  arra«|^ 
ments  for  the  ensuing  campaigPt  that  th#jr  should  kuQW 
for  certain  that  they  are  to  c^upt  only  on  their  owo 
resources  for  defraying  the  expense/|  that  it  will  re- 
quire. The  frankness  of  the  king,  and  the  friendship 
he  bears  to  the  United  States,  will  not  permit  him  to 
encourage  an  errour  which  they  appear  to  be  in,  with 
respect  to  the  pecuniary  aids  which  they  seem  to  ex- 
pect. The  desire  of  securing  their  independence  had 
induced  bis  majesty  to  exceed  the  measure  of  the  en- 
gagements he  had  contraqted  with  them  ;  and  he  will 
continue  to  support  their  interest^i  either  by  powerful 
diversions  or  by  immediate  soccoursj  and  they  may  rely 
not  only  on  his  most  scrupulous  punctuality  in  theeze^ 
cation  pf  his  engagements,  but  upon  all  tfaeeatraondiBa- 


tf  MSffffBftce  whieb  it  will  be  fa  hir  poirer  to  give  them. 
B«t  ft9 10  peetmiMy  aicb,  the  enormotnr  expenses  of 
the  present  war,  ami  the  necessity  df  preserving  crediti 
which  H  the  onfy  means  of  providing  for  those  expen- 
ses, dd  not  permit  his  majesty^s  ministers  to  give  Con« 
greas  the  least  hope  in  that  respect.  The  chevalier 
de  la  Luxerne  will  not  dtssembfe  that  his  court  was 
exceedingly*  surprised  on  being  informed  of  the  step 
wfaict  Congress  had  taken  in  disposing  of  bills  drawn 
on  their  minister,  akhovgh  they  could  not  be  ignorant 
Aart  they  had  no  Ihnds  fer  discharging  them.  This  li 
a  conduct  totally  inconiistent  with  that  order  which 
his  majesty  is  forced  to  observe  in  hrs  finances,  and 
he  has  no  doubt  but,  in  future,  Congress  will  most  stu* 
diously  avoid  a  repetition  of  it.  He  has  nevertheless 
resolved  to  discharge  the  bills  which  became  due  last 
year,  to  the  amount  of  one  miRion  of  Hvres ;  and  it  is 
probable  his  majesty  will  be  able  to  provide  funds  to 
the  amount  of  three  mflHons  for  th^  discharge  of  those 
which  win  become  due  in  the  course  of  the  present 
year.  The  king's  ministers  have  also  procured  for 
Mr.  Franklin,  whose  zeal,  wisdom  and  patriotism  de- 
serve their  utmost  confidence,  the  sums  necessary  for 
the  purchase  he  is  ordered  to  make.  These  expenses, 
joined  Co  those  occasioned  by  sending  a  fleet  and  army 
to  this  continent,  far  exceed  what  Congress  had  a  right 
to  expect  from  the  friendship  of  their  ally ;  and  the 
chevaTier  de  la  Luzerne  is  persuaded,  that  from  this 
moment  Congress  will  abstain  from  that  ruinous  mea- 
sure of  drawing  bills  of  exchange  without  the  previous 
knowledge  and  consent  of  his  majesty's  ministers^ 
And  as  their  attention  is  employed  in  what  may  be 
vol*.  II.  51 
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most  for  the  convenience  of  the  United  States,  they 
propose  that  Congress  should  furnish  the  fleet  and  army 
of  his  majesty  which  are  in  this  country  with  the  ne- 
cessary provisions,  and  receive  in  payment  bills  on 
the  treasury  of  France,  which  will  be.  punctually  dis- 
charged. As  to  the  manner  in  which  this  arrange* 
ment  may  be  made,  the  minister  will  have  the  honour 
of  entering  into  a  minute  discussion  with  a  committee 
which  he  begs  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  appoint 
tp  confer  with  him  on  the  subject. 

The  •  above  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  siz,^ 
namely,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
M^Kean,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Hanson. 

APRIL  11,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  memorial  from  the  minister  of  France  of  the 
S4tb  March,  and  a  letter  of  the  3d,  and  one  of  the  3d 
December  last,  from  Dr.  Franklin,  the  minister  pleni* 
potentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles, 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled will  take  every  measure  in  their  power  for 
furnishing  supplies  to  the  amount  )bf  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  for  which  their  minister  has  entered 
into  engagements,  and  will  give  immediate  orders  for 
forming  magaaines  of  flour,  bbcuit,  Indian  corn  and 
flesh  provisions  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  officers  of 
bis  most  christian  majesty. 


mtTi  FOREIGM  AITAm&  *'^ 


APRIL  27,  178K 

A  letter  of  the  9Sth  of  Janoaiy,  from  the  honourable 
J.  Jay,  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  no  more  of  the  bills  drawn  on  the 
honourable  J.  Jay,  or  the  honourable  Henty  Laurens, 
be  sold  until  the  further  order  of  Congress ;  and  that 
the  board  of  treasury  take  immediate  steps  for  stop- 
ping the  sale*    , 

MAY  16,  178L 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  admiralty,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  letter  of  the  28th  of  January,  from 
the  honourable  J*  Jay, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay  be  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rized to  dispose  of  the  hull  of  the  seventy-four  gun 
ship  now  on  the  stocks  at  Portsmouth,  in  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire,  together  with  such  timber  and  other 
materials  as  are  prepared  for  building  her,  to  his  catho- 
lick  majesty,  on  such  terms  as  he  may  judge  best  fo;c 
the  honour  and  interest  of  the  United  States* 

MAY  23,  178K 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  cause  magazines  of 
flour,  Indian  com  and  flesh  to  be  formed  of  the  arrears 
of  the  specifick  supplies  required  by  the  resolutions 
of  the  '25th  of  February,  1 780,  and  lay  before  Con- 
gress as  soon  as  nay  be  a  return  of  the  supplies  afore- 


stid,  for  Um  purpose  of  carrying  into  cftet  Ae  icad»i< 
tion  of  (be  lltb  of  April  kst. 


MAT  98,  1781. 

Oo  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  wm  refeired 
a  letter  of  the  $th  November,  1780,  from  the  homHira* 
ble  J.  Jay,  CongreM  agreed  to  the  folloviog  letter  s 


SIR, 

Your  letter  of  the  6th  of  Norember  last, 
your  proceedings  from  the  36th  of  May  dowD  to  that 
period,  has  been  received  by  the  United  States  m 
Goi^gresfi  asiembled.  At  the  same  time  wa$  received 
your  letter  of  the  SOth  of  November,  with  the  several 
papers  therein  referred  to* 

It  is  wiih  pleasure,  sir,  I  obey  the  directioo  of  Con« 
gress  to  inform  you,  that  throughout  the  whole  course 
of  your  negotiations  and  transactions,  in  which  the 
utmost  address  and  di^ernment  were  oftea  neoessaiy 
to  reconcile  the  respect  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  with  the  urgency  of  their  wants,  and  the  com- 
plaisance expected  by  the  Spanish  courts  your  condnot 
is  entirely  approved  by  them*  It  is  their  instroclaoA 
4hat  you  continue  to  acknowledge,  on  all  suitable  occa- 
sions, the  grateful  impreision  made  on  these  stales  by 
the  friendly  disposition  manifested  toward  them  by  Us 
catholick  m^esty,  and  particularly  by  the  proofii  given 
of  it  in  the  measures  which  he  hsis  taken,  and  which 
it  is  hoped  he  will  further  take,  for  preserving  their 
credit,  and  for  aiding  them  with  a  supply  of  dothiqg 
for  their  army*    You  are  also  authorised  and  instmcCf 


pn^  PCHHQIV 

#i  (o  SmMm^  in  the  moit  posiihre  and  explicit  lemn^ 
any  secret  undentandiog  or  negotietien  between  the 
Vniled  States  and  Great  Britain ;  to  asaure  hit  catho- 
lick  majesty  that  eoch  insiouatiQQs  have  no  other 
source  than  the  invidious  designs  of  the  comnion  ene- 
my ;  and  ihat  as  the  United  States  have  the  highest 
confidence  in  the  honour  and  good  faith  both  of  hli 
most  christian  and  of  his  cathoiitk  majesty,  so  it  is 
their  inviolable  determination  to  take  no  step  which 
shall  depart,  in  the  smallest  degree,  from  their  engage* 
ments  with  either. 

Should  the  iourt  of  Spain  persist  in  the  refusal  inti- 
mated by  its  minister  to  accede  to  the  trciaty  between 
the  United  States  and  his  most  christian  majesty,  or  to 
make  it  the  basis  of  its  negotiation  with  you,  the  diffi- 
culty, it  is  conceived,  may  easily  be  avoided  by  omit- 
ting all  express  reference  to  that  treaty,  and  at  the  saind 
tfaiie  conforming  to  the  principles  and  tenor  of  it ;  and 
you  are  accordingly  authorized  so  far  to  vary  the  plan 
of  your  original  instructions*  As  bis  most  christian 
au^esty,  however,  may  justly  expect,  in  a  matter  which 
so  nearly  concerns  him,  and  which  was  brought  Into 
contemplation  in  the  treaty  he  so  magnanimously  en- 
tered into  with  these  states,  the  strongest  marks  of  at* 
tention  and  confidence,  you  will  not  fiiil  td  maintain.  In 
the  several  steps  of  your  negotiation,  a  due  communis 
cation  with  his  minister  at  the  court  of  Spain,  and  to 
indude  his  interests  as  far  as  circumstances  will  war- 
rant. 

You  are  authorized  to  acquaint  his  catholick  majes* 
ty  that  not  only  entire  liberty  win  be  granted,  during 
the  war  at  least,  to  expert  naval  itores  for  the  rdyaf 
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nariMi  but  that  every  faeilptj^  wiU  be  affindtd  for  Ihftt 
purpose. 

As  Congress  bare  oocoitrol  over  the  capiaios  of 
private  vessels^  however  propa  yoar  htnls  may  be  of 
obliging  them  to  give  a  passage  to  American  seameil 
returning  home  from  foreign  ports,  and  to  send  an  offi- 
cer with  despatches  entrusted  to  them  for  foreign  mi- 
nistersy  it  is  impracticable  to  carry  them  into  ef  ecatiooy 
yoo  will  therefore  continue  to  provide  for  these  ob- 
jects, for  the  present,  in  the  best  manner  you  can.  Aa 
$oon  as  the  United  States  are  in  condition  to  estaUisb 
consuls  in  the  principal  ports  of  the  states  with  .which 
they  have  intercourse,  the  difficulty  will  be  removed  i 
or  if  any  other  practicable  remedy  be  suggested  in 
tbe  mean  time,  it  will  be  applied. 

The  letter,  of  which  you  enclose  a  copy,  from  Ste- 
phen Audibert  Caille,  styling  himself  consul  for  unrcf- 
presented  nations  at  the  court  of  Morocco^  had  befove 
been  received  through  the  bands  of  doctor  Fraaklio* 
If  you  shall  have  no  objection  to  the  contrary,  yoa 
will  eorrespond  with  him,  and  assure  -him  in  terms  the 
most  respectful  to  the  emperor,  that  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  entertain  a  sincere  disposi- 
tion to  cultivate  the  most  perfect  friendship  with  hifl^ 
and  that  they  will  embrace  a  favourable  occasion  to 
announce  their  wishes  ii^  form. 

The  generous  and  critical  services  rendered  these 
United  States  by  Messrs.  Neufville  and  Son  have  re* 
commended  them  to  the  esteem  aad  confidence  of  Con- 
gress.  You  will  signify  as  much  to  them, -and  that 
their  services  will  not  be  forgotten,  whenever  a  proper 
^occasion  oflfers  of  promoting  their  interests. 
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Tour  iBtiiiifttion  with,  mpect  to  oomplimeiitiiig 
eathoiick  majestf  with  a  handsome  fieist  sailing  packet-, 
bpat,  elauns  attention ;  but  the  variety  of  pablick  em- 
barrassDieiiu  will  render  the  exfCjQtion  of  it  very 
nncertain. 

Congress  agree  to  an  extension  of  colonel  Living- 
ston's furlough,  till  the  further  order  of  Congress, 
which  you  will  make  known  to  him. 

Your  letter  of  the  16th  September  last  was  received 
on  the  4th  day  of  December.  No  bills  have  been 
drawn  on  you  since.  That  of  the  28th  January  was 
received  on  the  97th  day  of  April ;  and  in  consequence 
of  it.  the  sale  of  the  bills  already  drawn,  but  then  rCf 
maioing  on  hand,  was  countermanded. 

By  a  letter  from  Mr.  Carmichael,  dated  the  39d  of 
February,  and  received  on  the  37th  of  April  last,  Con- 
gress are  informed  that  you  had  received  despatches 
Aom  them  dated  in  October.  These  most  have  con^ 
tained  their  instructions  to  you  to  adhere  to  the  claim 
of  the  United  States  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 
A  reconsideration  of  that  subject  determined  Congress, 
on  the  15th  day  of  Febraary  last,  to  recede  from  that 
instruction  so  far  as  it  insisted  on  their  claim  to  the 
navigation  of  that  river  below  the  thirty-first  degree 
of.  north  latitude,  and  to  a  free  port  or  ports  below  the 
same.  On  the  receipt  of  this  latter  instruction,  Coo' 
gress  have  little  doubt  that  the  great  obstacle  to  your 
negotiations  will  be  removed,  and  that  you  will  not 
only  be.  able,  without  further  delay,  to  conclude  the 
proposed  alliance  with  his  eathoiick  majesty,*  but  that, 
the- liberality  and  friendly  disposition  manifested  on  the 
part  of  the-  United  States  by  such  axessioawill  induce 
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kin  to  ftfbrd  them  some  Mibstantial  and  flAiLiwI 
in  the  article  of  nonej.  The  loa^  attendh^  tke  nego^ 
tiatfoa  of  billa  of  exchange  has  been  sOTerely  felt.  A 
aupply  of  specie  throogk  the  Havanmi  woald  W  mmdk 
more  conyenient  and  acceptable. 

MAY  39,  178K 

On  tbe  report  of  a  oomnittee,  conatitiog  of 

to  whom  was  refiirred  a  report  of  ihe  boaid 
of  treasury  on  the  aeoounts  of  Mr«  A<  Leo, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treoaiirjtfipeQ  in  d^k 
bodu  an  acconat  under  such  title  as  the  Secretarj  of 
Congress  shall  point  oot,  and  credii  the  said  accooal 
by  Arthur  Lee,  esquire,  for  three  hundred  and  aeveo^- 
five  thousand  livres  toumois  paid  to  bim  for  tbe  ac- 
oount  of  the  United  States,  with  which  sam  Mr.  Lee 
is  to  be  debited* 

On  the  33d  of  May  tbe  minister  of  Fraace  trane- 
ttiitted  to  Congress  a  letter  frooi  hie  isoal  chcistian . 
majesty,  in  answer  to  theirs  of  tbe  9Sd  jo(  Noveasfaer 
last,  and  wbich  is  as  follows : 

To  our  very  dear  great  friends  and  allies  the  Pre- 
sident  and  members  of  the  Congress  of  tbe  Unit* 
ed  States  of  North  America. 

■ 

^Sar  PBAR  OnKJIT  feumds  avd  alliu. 

We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  83d  of  Noveai- 
ber  lastt  wbich  you  directed  Dr.  PraoUin  to  deliver. 
We  have  seen  therein  with  pain  the  picture  of  the  dis- 
tressed  stale  of  yqiir  inaoces,  and  have  been  ao  affect- 
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ed  that  we  have  delennined  to  assist  you  as  far  as  our 
ourn  wants  and  the  ertraordioary  and  enormous  expe a- 
•68  of  the  present  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  for  your 
defeocey  will  permit*  The  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  is 
enjoined  to  inform  you  more  particularly  of  our  in- 
tentions. And  we  are  persuaded  that  the  details  which 
be  will  make  will  induce  you  to  exert  your  utmost 
eflforts  to  second  ours,  and  will  more  and  more  convince 
jou  how  sincerely  we  interest  ourselves  in  ihe  cause  of 
the  United  States ;  and  that  we  employ  all  the  means 
in  oar  power  to  make  it  triumphant.  You  may  rely  on 
our  perseverance  in  the  principles  which  have  hitherto 
directed  our  conduct.  It  has  been  fully  proved,  as 
well  as  the  sincere  affection  we  entertain  for  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  general,  and  for  each  in  particular.  We 
pray  God  to  Imve  you,  very  dear  great  friends  and 
allies,  in  his  holy  protection. 

Written  at  Venailles,  the  lOtb  March,  1781.     Yoiic 
good  friend  and  ally. 

LOUIS. 

GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNES. 

At  the  time  the  minister  of  France  transmitted  the 
foregoing  letter,  he  informed  Congress  that  he  had 
received  despatches  containing  matters  of  great  impor- 
tance which  he  would  hasten  to  communicate  as  soon 
as  his  letters  were  all  deciphered. 

Accordingly  on  the  2dth  of  May  he  sent  to  Congress 
the  following  memorial : 
voii.  iif  SiS 
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Philadelphia,  May  95,  1781. 

*  The  underwritten  minister  plenipotentiary  of  FVaoee 
has  the  honoar  to  inform  Congress,  that  the  second 
division  of  the  troops  commanded  by  die  connt  de 
Rochambeau  of  the  fleet  destined  for  the  protection  of 
the  coasts  of  the  United  States  could  not  be  expedited, 
nor  are  they  to  be  expected  this  campaign.  Heasoret 
however  are  taken  to  reinforce  the  corps  now  at 
Rhode  Island,  and  to  despatch  some  vessels  of  force  lo 
join  the  squadron  and  enable  it  to  put  to  sea.  The 
underwritten  entreats  that  Congress  would  be  pleased 
to  name  a  committee  to  whom  he  will  communicate  the 
causes  of  this  change,  and  they  will  therein  find  new 
proofs  of  wisdom  in  the  motives  which  direct  the  con- 
duct of  his  majesty.  But  although  for  very  important 
reasons  he  is  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  assisting  the 
United  States  with  so  considerable  a  fleet  and  army  ai 
was  proposed,  he  will  not  be  wanting  in  the  most  vi- 
gorous  efforts  against  the  enemy  ;  and  he  trusts  that  the 
powerful  diversions  he  shall  make  will  prevent  them 
from  undertaking  any  enterprise  which  may  not  be 
baffled,  by  the  resources  and  courage  of  the  United 
States.  The  king  has  at  the  same  time  resolved  to 
give  them  a  new  proof  of  his  affection,  and  of  his  ear- 
,  nest  desire  to  remove  the  difficulties  which  they  find  in 
procuring  funds  to  enable  them  to  act  with  vigour  and 
efficacy  during  the  present  campaign.  With  this  view, 
notwithstanding  the  enormous  expenses  he  is  obliged 
to  incur  in  supporting  the  war  in  which  he  is  engaged, 
the  king  has  resolved  to  set  apart  a  considerable  sum 
which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  clothing, 
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anna  and  anunanition,  which  Dr.  Franklin  wa^  in- 
atmciad  to  apply  Sou    Upon  this  subject,  the  count 
de  VefganiUM  is  tp  consult  with  that  minister  (  and  Mr. 
Neckar  proposes  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for 
procuring  the  articles  of  a  good  quality  and  at  a  rea- 
$oiifible  price*    The  king  has  resolved  to  grant  the 
U  oiled  States  a  subsidy  of  six  millions  livres  tournois, 
Vid  to  enable  Dr,  Franklin  to  borrow  four  millions 
more  for  the  service  of  this  year.    It  is  presumed  that 
the  whole  amount  of  the  six  millions  will  not  be  want* 
ed  for  the  purchase  of  the  articles  required :  in  that 
caae  it  is  bis  majesty's  intention  that  the  surplus  be  at 
the  disposal  of  Congress,  or  of  the  superintendent  of 
their  finances,  if  they  think  proper  to  eatmst  him  with 
the  management  of  it.    It  was  not  possible  for  the 
court,  considering  the  hasty  departure  of  the  frigate 
which  brought  the  despatches,  to  determine  the  amount 
of  the  supplies  after  the  purchase  of  the  abovemention« 
ed  articles;  but  as  the  wants  of  the   United  States 
^eem  not  to  admit  of  delay,  the  chevalier  de  la  Lu- 
cerne, without  waiting  for  farther  orders,  undertakes 
pf  himself  to  fix  it  at  one  million  five  hundred  thousand 
livres  toiirnois»    And  if  Congress  think  that  the  whole 
Maount  of  this  sum  is  wanted,  he  will  immediately  in- 
form his  court  thereof,  that  measures  may  be  taken  for 
the  punctual  discharge  of  the  bills  that  may  be  drawn. 
As  it  is  the  king's  intention  to  establish  the  greatest 
regularity  in  the  payments,  it  will  be  proper  for  the 
underwritten  minister  to  confer  with  Congress,  or  the 
aaperintendent  of  finance,  and  to  agree  upon  the  drafts 
to  be  made,  and  the  usances  at  which  they  shall  be 
payable.    It  is  necessary  that  the  terms  of  payment  be 
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at  a  considerable  distance  one  from  another,  lest  the 
department  of  finance  sboold  not  be  id  cooditioii  to 
pay  such  large  sums  at  short  periods.  The  king's  tn- 
lention  in  granting  the  United  States  this  gratuitous 
subsidy  is  to  enable  them  to  act  with  vigour  during  the 
present  campaign.  And  his  majesty  desires  that  Con* 
gress  would  ^ive.the  necessary  orders,  that  the  whole 
'  may  be  applied  to  this  important  object,  which  does 
not  admit  of  any  delay.  The  communications  which 
the  underwritten  minister  is  charged  to  make  to  Con« 
gress  \\  ill  convince  them  that  not  a  moment's  time  is  to 
be  lost. 

On  the  S6th  May  the  minister  sent  to  Congrest 
another  memorial  as  follows  : 

Philadelphia,  May  96,  1781. 
The  underwritten  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France 
has  received  orders  to  communicate  to  Congress  some 
important  details  touching  the  present  situation  of  sun- 
dry  affairs  in  which  the  United  States  are  immediately 
interested.  The  most  essential  respects  some  over* 
tures  which  announce,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  a 
desire  of  peace.  The  empress  of  Russia  having  invil^ 
ed  the  king  and  the  court  of  London  to  take  her  for 
mediatrix,  the  latter  court  considered  this  as  a  formal 
offer  of  mediation,  and  accepted  it.  It  appeared  at 
the  same  time  to  desire  the  emperor  to  take  part  there- 
in ;  and  this  monarch  has  in  fact  proposed  his  co* 
mediation  to  the  belligerent  powers  in  Europe.  The 
king  could  not  but  congratulate  himself  on  seeing  so 
important  a  negotiation  in  the  hands  of  two  mediatots 
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whose  undentaadiDg  and  justice  are  equal.    Neyer- 
tbeiess,  his  majesty  actuated  by  his  affection  for  the 
United  States,  returned  for  answer,  that  it  was  not  in 
bis  power  to  accept  the  offers  nlade  to  him,  and  that 
the   consent  of  his  allies  was  necessary*     The  king 
wishes  to  have  this  consent  before  he  formally  accepts 
the  proposed  mediation.     But  it  is  possible  that  cir- 
eomstances  joined  to  the  confidence  he  has  in  the  me- 
diators, and  the  justice  of  his  cause,  and  that  of  the 
United  States  his  allies,  may  determine  him  to  enter 
upon  a  negotiation  before  the  answer  of  Congress  can 
reach  him.     But  in  either  case,  it  is  of  great  impgr- 
tance  that  this  assembly  should  give  their  plenipoten- 
tiary instructions  proper  to  announce  their  disposition 
to  peace,  and  their  moderation,  and  to  convince  the 
powers  of  Europe  that  the  independence  of  the  thirteen 
United  States^  and  the  engagements  they  have  con- 
tracted with  the  king,  are  the  sole  motives  which  de- 
lerniine  them  to  continue  the  war^  and  that  whenever 
they  shall  have   full  and  satisfactory  assurances  on 
these  two  capital  points,  they  will  be  ready  to  conclude 
a  peace.     The  manner  of  conducting  the  negotiation, 
the  extent  of  the    powers  of  the   American  pleni- 
potentiary, the  use  to  be   made  of  them,   and  the 
confidence  that  ought  to  be  reposed  in  the  French 
•  plenipotentiaries  and  the  king's  ministers,  are  points 
wl^ich  should  be  fully  discussed  with  a  committee. 
And    the  underwritten  minister   entreats  that   Con- 
gress would  be  pleased  to  name  a  committee,  with 
whom  he  will  have  the  honour  to  treat.    He  thinks 
that  this  assembly  will  be  sennible  that  the  king  could 
not  give  a  greater  mark  of  his  affection  for  the  thirteen ^ 
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Uoiled  Stately  orpf  his  attachment  to  the  principles  ef 
the  alliance,  than  by  detenaiiu^g  not  to  enter  apoa  a 
negotiation  before  they  were  ready  toiake  part  tbei^ 
in,  althougbi  in  other  respects,  his  confidence  in  the 
mediators,  and  the  relation  he  stands  in  to  one  (^tbeni^ 
were  sufficient  motives  to  induce  him  to  accept  their 
offers.  Congress  are  too  sensible  of  the  uncertaiatf 
of  negotiations  of  this  sort  not  to  know,  that  the  mo* 
ment  of  opening  them  is  that  precisely  when  the  effiMts 
against  the  enemy  ought  to  be  redoubled  i  and  that 
nothing  can  facilitate  the  operation  of  the  negotiators 
so  much  as  the  success  of  the  arms  of  the  allies ;  thai 
a  check  would  be  productive  of  disagreeable  cons^ 
quences  to  both,  and  that  would  rise  in  their  preten^ 
sions,  their  haughtiness,  and  obstinacy,  in  proportion 
to  the  languor  and  slackness  of  the  coaiederates* 

The  undersigned  will  have  the  honour  to  coBimao>' 
cate  to  the  committee  some  circumstancen  relative  te 
the  sendir^  Mr.  Cumberland  to  Madrid  $  to  the  use 
which  Mr*  Adams  thought  he  was  authoriaed  to  make 
of  his  plenipotentiary  powers ;  to  the  mission  of  Hiv 
Dana ;  to  the  association  of  the  neuUral  powersi  and  to 
the  present  state  of  affairs  in  the  south.  Congress 
will  find  new  motives  for  relying  on  the  good  wilt  ef 
the  king,  and  on  the  interest  he  takes  in  fttvour  of  tbe 
United  States  in  general,  and  of  each  one  of  them  in 
particular. 

LE  CHEYR.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

The  two  foregoing  memorials  were  referred  to  Hr. 
Carroll,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Sullivaa 


and  Mff  llidiewfl,  who  were  iostructed  to  conCef  widi 
tfie  minister,  and  receire  Ms  commaoicatiooB* 

May  98.  The  comiaittee,  apjHMnted  to  confer  with 
the  minister  of  France,  report, 

That  the  minister  communicated  some  parts  of  a 
despatch  which  he  had  received  from  the  count  de 
Yergennes,  dated  the  9th  March,  1781.  That  the  re- 
flolves  of  Congress  which  had  been  adopted  on  the 
association  of  the  neutral  powers,  were  found  very 
wise  by  the  council  of  the  king;  and  that  it  was 
thought  they  might  be  of  service  in  the  course  of  the 
negotiation.  The  French  ministry  did  not  doubt  but 
they  would  be  very  agreeable  to  the  empress  of  Rus- 
sia. But  they  were  not  of  the  same  opinion  with  re- 
spect to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Dana,  as  a  minister  to 
the  court  of  Petersburg.  The  reason  is  that  Catharine 
the  second  has  made  it  a  point,  until  now,  to  profess 
the  greatest  impartiality  between  the  belligerent  pow- 
ers* The  conduct  she  pursues  on  this  occasion  is  a 
consequence  of  the  expectation  she  has  that  peace 
may  be  re-established  by  her  mediation  ;  therefore  she 
could  by  no  means  take  any  step  which  might  show  oa 
her  side  the  least  propension  in  favour  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, >nd  expose  her  to  the  suspicion  of  partiality  to- 
wards America,  and  of  course  exclude  her  from  the 
mediation.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Dana,  there- 
fore, appears  to  be  at  least  premature ;  and  the  opi- 
nion of  the  council  is  that  this  deputy  ought  not  to 
make  any  use  of  bis  powers  at  this  moment.  In  case 
he  applies  to  the  count  de  Vergennes  for  advice,  he 
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shall  be  desired  to  delay  mekiog  any  use  of  his  powen. 
The  count  observes,  it  would  be  disagreeable  to  Con- 
gress that  their  plenipotentiary  should  meet  with  a 
refusal,  that  their  dignity  would  be  offended,  and  that 
such  a  satisfaction  ought  not  to  be  given  to  the  court 
of  London,  especially  when  negotiations  of  a  greater 
moment  are  about  to  commence*  However,  the 
French  minister  had  orders  to  assure  the  committee 
that  his  court  would  use  all  their  endeavours  io  proper 
time  to  facilitate  the  admissions  of  the  plenipoteDtiaiy 
of  Congress. 

Th.e  minister  communicated  to  the  committee  se* 
veral  observations  respecting  the  conduct  of  Mr* 
Adams ;  and  in  doing  justice  to  bis  patriotick  characteri 
he  gave  notice  to  the  committee  of  several  circum- 
stances which  proved  it  necessary  that  Congress  should 
draw  a  line  of  conduct  to  that  minister  of  which  be 
might  not  be  allowed  to  lose  sight.  The  minister 
dwelt  especially  on  a  circumstance  already  known  to 
Congress,  namely,  the  use  which  Mr.  Adams  thought 
he  had  a  right  to  make  of  his  powers  to  treat  with 
Great  Britain.  The  minister  concluded  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  if  Congress  put  any  confidence  in  the  king^s 
friendship  and  benevolence  ;  if  they  were  persuaded 
of  his  inviolable  attachment  to  the  principle  of  the 
alliance,  and  of  his  firm  resolution  constantly  to  sup- 
port the  cause  of  the  United  States,  they  would  be 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  prescribing  to  their 
plenipotentiary  a  perfect  and  open  confidence  in  the 
French  ministers,  and  a  thorough  reliance  on  the  king; 
and  would  direct  him  to  take  no  step  without  the  ap- 
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probation  of  hk  majestj ;  and  after  giving  him,  in  hii 
instructions,  the  principal  and  most  important  out- 
lines for  bis  conduct,  they  would  order  him,  with  re- 
spect to  the  manner  of  carrying  them  into  executions 
io  receive  his  directions  from  the  count  de  Vergennes, 
or  firom  the  person  who  might  be  charged  with  the 
negotiation  in  the  name  of  the  king.  The  minuter 
observed  that  this  matter  is  the  more  important,  be* 
cause,  being  allied  with  the  United  States,  it  is  the  bu* 
siness  of  the  king  to  support  their  cause  with  those 
|K>wer8  with  whom  Congress  has  no  connexion,  and 
Can  have  none,  until  their  independence  is  in  a  fair 
train  to  be  acknowledged.  That  the  king  would 
make  it  a  point  of  prudence  and  justice  to  support  the 
minister  of  Congress ;  but  in  case  this  minister,  by 
atmisig  at  impossible  things,  forming  exorbitant  de- 
mands, which  disinterested  mediators  might  think  ill- 
founded,  or  perhaps  by  misconstruing  his  ins  true  tions, 
shoald  put  the  French  negotiators  under  the  necessity 
of  proceeding  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation  without  a 
constant  connexion  with  him,  this  would  give  rise  to  an 
unbecoming  contradiction  between  France  and  the  thir- 
teen United  States,  which  could  not  but  be  of  very  bad 
effect  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation* 

In  making  these  observations  the  minister  remarked, 
that  it  was  always  to  be  taken  for  granted,  that  the 
most  perfect  independency  is  to  be  the  foundation  of 
the  instructions  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Adams ;  and  that 
witiiout  this  there  would  be  no  treaty  at  all.  The 
eount  de  Vergeanes  observes  that  it  is  of  great  impor- 
tance that  the  instructions  aforesaid  be  given  as  soon 
as  possible  to  Mr.  Adams.    And  the  minister  d^sirefl 
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the  committee  to  press  Congress  to  hare  this  r  done 
with  all  possible  despatch*    He  commaaicated  to.  tho 
committee  the  following  particulars,  as  a  proof , that 
this  matter  admits  of  no  delaj,  and  that  it  is  probable 
the  negotiation  will  very  soon  be  opened.    He  told 
the  committee  that  the  English  ministry,  in  the  falfe 
supposition  that  they  might  prevail  on  the  coort  of 
Madrid  to  sign  a  separate  peace,  had  begun  a  secret 
negotiation  with  that  court  by  the  means  of  Mr.  Cam- 
berland,  but  without  any  success.    .That  the  court  of 
Spain  had  constantly  founded  her  answer  on  her  en» 
gagements  with  his  most  christian  majesty.     That  on 
the  other  side,  the  king  of  France  had  declared  to  the 
king  his  cousin,  that  the  independence  of  the  United 
States,  either  in  fact,  or  acknowledged  by  a  solema 
treaty,  should  be  the  only  foundation  of  the  negotia- 
tions of  the  court  of  France  with  that  of  London. 
That  the  British  court  not  seeming  to  be  disposed  to 
grant  the  independency,  it  appeared  the  negotiation  of 
Mr.    Cumberland    was    superfluous.    However,- this 
English  emissary  continued  and  still  continues  his  re- 
sidence at  Madrid,  although  he  cannot  have  any  ex- 
pectation of  obtaining  the  object  of  his  commission. 
That  this  direct  negotiation  was  known  to  all  Europe  \ 
and  that  it  seemed  to  render  every  mediation  useless. 
That,  however,  the  empress  of  Rujssia,  excited  by  mo* 
tives  of  friendship  to  the  belligerent  powers,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  share  which  the  association  of  the 
neutral  powers  had  given  her  in  the  general  emei^^n^ 
cy,  has  invited  the  king  of  France  ai^d  the  court  o{ 
London  to  require  her  mediation.    That  the  cofirt  of 
London  has  accepted  the  invitation  with  a  kind  of  ea- 
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gerness^  and  at  the  same  time  desired  the  emperor  of 
Germany  to  take  a  part  in  it'*  That  the  answer  of  the 
king  of  France  to  the  overtares  of  the  court  of  Peters^ 
burg  was,  that  be  would  be  glad  to  restore  peace  by 
the  mediation  of  Catharine,  but  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  immediately  to  accept  her  offers,  as  he  had  al- 
lies  whose  consent  was  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
To  the  same  application  made  by  the  court  of  Peters- 
burg to  that  of  Madrid,  this  court  answered,  that  har- 
ing  entered  into  a  direct  negotiation  with  the  court  of 
London  by  the  means  of  Mr.  Cumberland,  it  thought 
proper  to  wait  the  issue  of  it  before  it  had  recourse  t« 
a  mediation.  The  emperor,  as  has  already  been  ob« 
served,  having  been  desired  by  the  court  of  London 
to  tahe  part  in  the  mediation,  immediately  informed 
the  king  of  France,  as  well  as  his  catholick  majesty, 
of  this  circumstance,  offering  his  co-mediation  to  both 
the  allied  monarchs.  To  this  the  king  of  France  gave 
the  same  answer  which  he  had  given  to  the  empress 
of  Russia.  As  to  the  king  of  Spain,  he  again  expres- 
sed ^his  surprise  at  the  English  ministry's  requesting  a 
inedration,  after  having  entered  into  a  direct  negotia- 
tion ;  and  he  declared  that  unless  this  negotiation 
should  be  broken' off  by  the  English  themselves,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  him  to  listen  to  a  mediattoo 
which,  in  any  other  circomstance,  would  be  infioilely 
agreeable  to  htm. 

These  answers,  though  of  a  dilatory  nature,  may  be 
looked  upon  as  an  eventual  acceptation  of  the  media- 
tion. The  minister  observed  that  it  will  be,  in  effecti 
difficult  to  avoid  it.  That  a  refusal  will  not  be  con^* 
•istent  with  the  dignity  of  the  two  powers  that  had. 


off«r«d  flMir  inteifMisition*  Tbtl  tke  king  ii  oUigedy 
from  friendahipand good  policyi,  to  treat  them  witii  at^ 
tention.  Ho  further  obtervod»  that  the  demanda  of 
the  king  of  Fraace  wOl  p%  so  jott  and  ao  aiaderaiei 
that  M^ey  might  be  propoaed  to  any  tribonal  whatever* 
That  the  only  reason  the  king  cooki  have  to  aoapend 
a  formal  acceptation  is,  that^  at  the  time  the  oSsr  was 
was  made,  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  intentions 
of  bis  allies,  namely,  Spain  and  the  United  States. 

The  minister  observed  to  the  committee,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  this  conduct  must  aflbrd  Congress  a  new  proof 
of  the  perseverance  of  the  king  in  the  principle  of  the 
alliance,  and  of  his  scrupulous  attention  to  observe  his 
obligations  ;  be  added  that,  however,  it  is  not  without 
inconveniency  that  this  dilatory  plan  has  been  adc^rted* 
The  distance  between  the  allied  powers  of  Franoe  and 
the  United  States  has  obliged  the  court  of  Veraaittas 
to  adopt  that  plan,  though  liable  to  inconvenienoea,  in 
order  to  conform  to  the  engagements  made  by  the  trea- 
ties lo  determine  nothing  into  a  negotiatioa  withoitt  the 
participation  of  Congrcas*  Besides,  several  atstes 
being  invaded  by  the  enemy,  the  French  comicil 
tfiouf^  it  inconvenient  to  begin  a  negotiation  under 
these  unfisvourable  cireumstaneei*  And  being  in  hopes 
that  the  diversions  made  by  the  king's  arms  will  pie* 
vent  the  British  from  oMking  very  great  eteitiaas 
against  the  thirteen  United  States,  the  French  ministry 
eicpected  that  during  the  course  of  the  present  campaiga 
they  might  be  enabled  to  present  the  situation  of  their 
aUies  in  a  more  fitvourable  light  to  the  Congress  Ihat 
aaight  assemble  for  pesce*  These  delays,  bowefaiv 
tennot  with  propriety  take  place  for  any  keg  time^ 


abdl  it  wai  tbeopinion  of  the  Fremck  mmttfj  tint  it 

vould  be  coDtimry  to  decency^  prodeoce  ood  the  iliws 

of  soaad  policy  again  to  rtfose  Kctmiag  to  the  |hropo- 

oiliom  of  peaeo  made  by  fifiendly  powers ;  for  wbicb 

leasoo  tbe  cbevalier  de  la  Luaerne  was  dtreoted  to  lay 

aU  these  facts  coafideoUaUy  before  Congress.    Tbe 

■liiuster  ialoniied  tbe  coaMmttee  that  h  was  necessary 

that  tbe  king  sbonld  kaow  tbe  inleiitiebs  of  tbe  United 

States  with  regard  to  tbe  proposed  mediatioa ;  and  tbit 

his  majesty  should  be  aotborieed  l^  Congress  to  give 

Botice  of  their  dispositions  to  all  tbe  powers  who  would 

take  part  in  tbe  negotiation  for  a  pacification*    Tbe 

miBiater  delivered  bis  own  opinioo,  that  fae  saw  no  in* 

ooDvepieocy  arising  from  tbe  Coagresa  imitating  tbe 

example  of  tbe  king,  by  showing  themielves  ^posed 

to  accept  peace  from  tbe  bands  of  the  emperor  of  Oei^ 

many  and  tbe  empress  of  RuiMia*    He  added^  Ibal 

Congress  sbonld  rely  on  the  jesiice  and  wisdosti  of  those 

two  sovereigns ;  and  at  tbe  same  lime,  be  renewed  ibe 

assoraBces  that  his  majesty  wHl  defend  tbe  cause  of 

the  United  States  as  aeakiiisly  as  tbe  interests  of  hie 

owtt'  crown.    He  iaformed  ibe  cooounittee  dial,  accord* 

isig  to  all  accoonts,  tbe  British  asihistry  were  removing 

as  &r  as  possible,  in  this  negotiatioiiy  every  idea  of 

acknowledging  tbe  independence  of  what  they  oall 

their  thirteen  colonies ;  and  be  Said  that  Coagrestf 

would  jodge  by  themselves  that  tbe  court  ct  Londoa 

would  debate  with  tbe  greetest  ^iergy  and  obstinatyf 

the  articles  rehtiog  to  Aasekica.    He  availed  bfanself 

of  tilts  reflectioa  to  impress  tbe  committee  with  the 

necessity  Cobgrem  are  under  of  securing  in  their  fr« 

Your  the  beoet olence  end  good  will  6f  '^  mediating 
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powers,  by  presenting  their  demands  with  the  greatest 
moderation  and  reserve,  save  independence,  which  wil 
not  admit  of  any  modification.  He  further  observed, 
that  it  was  possible  the  difficulty  of  making  a  defini* 
tive  peace  might  engage  the  mediators  to  propose  » 
truce  ;- and  that  it  was  necessary  therefore  to  autho- 
rize eventually  the  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
to  declare  their  intention  thereon* 

He  further  observed  that  whatever  might  be  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  they  would  do  well  to  recom* 
mend  to  their  plenipotentiary  to  adopt  a  line  of  conduct 
that  would  deprive  the  British  of  every  hope  of  cans« 
ing  divisions  between  the  allies,  and  to  assume  a  con* 
ciliating  character  as  much  as  can  be  consistent  with 
the  dignity  of  his  constituents,  and  to  show  such  a  con- 
fidence in  the  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  chrisliaa 
majesty  as  is  due  to  a  power  so  much  interested  to 
support  the  dignity  and  honour  of  a  nation  whose  in- 
dependence they  have  acknowledged. 

The  minister  told  the  committee  that  whatever 
might*  be  the  resolution  6f  Congress  respecting  a  peace 
or  a  trace,  <  it  was  necessary  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
the  utmost  vigour.  He  urged  reasons  coo  well  knows 
to  Congress  to  be  related. 

He  desired  the  committee  to  inform  Congress,  that 
in  case  the  oflfer  of  mediation  from  the  two  imperial 
courts  should  become  so  serious  and  so  pressing  as  to 
oblige  the  king  to  give  a  decisive^  answer,  his  majesty 
would  accept  of  it  conditionally  for  himself  and  for 
the  United  States.  •  The  taking  this  resolution  wooM 
have  no  inconvenience,  as  the  court  of  France  knew 
DO  teasons  whioh  could  prevent  them  from  MIowiog 


the  example  of  the  king  by.  iriMtiDg  thetr  interesU  into 
the  hands  of  jiM.  and  wue  mediaton,  and  the  jrefutal 
being  liable  to  verj  daogeroos  consequences.  The 
minister  concluded  ihe  conference  by  obseryingi  that  a 
great  object  was  to  secure  the  United  States  from  the 
proposition  of  %ai  fosMidetis  :  that  the  surest  way  to 
obtain  that  end  was  to  reduce  the :  Eoglidi  to  confesa 
that  they  are  not  able  to  conquer  them*  That  present 
circumstances  require  great  exertions  from  the  consi- 
deration ;  and  that  it  was  plain  that  every  success  gain- 
ed by  the  army  of  Congress  would  infinitely  facilitate 
the  negotiations  of  their  plenipotentiaries. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  commuriicatfon  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  committee  to  report  thereon. 
' '  On  the  first  of  June  the  committee  reported  the  draft 
of  a  letter  to  the  several  states,  which  was  agreed  to. 

[Sec  secret  journal  for  domestick  affairs,  &c.] 
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•  The  Gommiitee  to  whom  was  r^en^  their  report  of 
the  communications  made  to  them  by  the  minister  of 
France,  having  reported  thereon,  their  report  was 
takea  into  consideration  :  And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary,  &c.  be 
authoeized.  and  instructed  to  concur,  in  behalf  of  these 
United  States,  with  his  most  christian  majesty  in  ac- 
cepting  the  mediation  proposed  by  the  empress  of  Ros^ 
sia  and  the  emperor  of  Germany ;  but  to  accede  to  no 
treaty-of:  peace  which  shall  not  be  such  as  may  effec- 
tually secure  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the 
thirteen  states,  according  to  the.  Ibrai  and  effisct  of  the 
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treaties  subeisliBg  betvreen  the  said  states  asd  Ihs  aMst 
ckrisdan  majesty,  and  in  which  die  said  treaties  shaB 
ftot  be  4eft  in  their  foil  force  and  Talldity. 

A  motioa  was  then  nade  by  Mr.  Witherspooo,  se» 
eoaded  by  Mr.  Hoestoa,  That  the  minister  who  is  ie 
negotiate  in  behalf  <rf  the  United  States  be  farther  in» 
struoted  as  fellows : 

^  But  as  lo  disputed  boundaries,  and  other  particn- 
^  lars,  we  refer  you  to  our  former  instructions,  from 
^  which  you  will  easily  perceive  the  desires  and  ex- 
^  pectatioos  of  Congress ;  but  we  think  it  unsafe  at 
^*  this  distance  to  tie  you  up  by  absolute  and  perempto« 
^  ry  directions  upon  any  other  subject  than  the  two 
"  essential  articles  abovementioned.  You  will,  there* 
'<  fore,  use  your  own  judgment  and  prudence  in  secnr- 
^'  ing  the  Interest  of  the  United  States  in  such  m^nocf 
^^  as  circumstances  may  direct,  and  as  the  state  of  the 
^^  belligerent  and  disposition  of  the  mediating  powers 
^  may  require.  * 

**  You  are  to  make  the  most  candid  and  confidential 
^  communications^  uponall  subjectSi  to  the  aunisters  of 
^  our  generous  ally  the  king  of  France ;  to  undertake 
^*  nothing  in  the  negotiations  for  peace  without  their 
<*  knowledge  and  concurrence ;  and  to  make  them  sen^ 
**  sible  bow  much  we  rely  upon  bis  majesty's  influence 
<«  for  effectual  support,  in  every  thing  that  may  be  ne« 
*'  cessary  to  the  present  security  or  future  prosperity 
^<  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  paragraph,  the 
yeas  aud  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  M.  Sasith-^ 


imt.) 


PMUfOir  AWTAWL 


New  Hampahire, 
Massachusetts! 

ft 

Rhode  Island, 
CoDoectiGat, 

\ 
New  Jeney^ 

PemMyhrania, 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


S^uth  Carolina, 


Oeorgia, 


91  r«  Sullivan,        Ay. ) 
Mr.  Livermore,     Ay. ) 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mf.  Warrdy 


No. 
No 


:| 


At. 


No. 


Mr.  Varnum,         Ay.  ^x 

Mr.  S.Homiiiglon^o.  i 
Mr.  EI)8Worlh^     Aj.  >  No« 
Mr.  Sherman,       No.  3 

Mr*  WttheffspooOyAy.  >  • 
Mr.  Houatoq,        Ay.  > 


Mr.  Atlee,  Ay. 

Mr.  Clymer,         Ay^ 
Mr.  T.  Smith,      Ay. 


At. 


Mr.  Jenifer,  Ay.  ^X 


Mr.  Madison,       No. 
Mr.  Bland,  No. 

Mr.  M.  Smith,      No. 


No. 


Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 


nJ!  \  D*^»w>- 


Mr.  Mathews,  Ay 

Mr.  Bee,  Ay 

Mr.  Motte,  Ay 

Mr,  Walton,  Aj* 

Mr.  Few,  Ay. 

Mr.  Howly,  Ay. 


!! 


At. 


So  the  question  was  lost.    Whereupon, 
Ordered,  Tt^at  the  report  together  with  the  forego- 
ing motion  be  recommitted. 

VOL.  II.  fii 
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JUNE  7,  1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  their  re- 
port, together  with  the  motion  of  Mr.  WitherspooD, 
reported,  that  they  have  considered  the  subject  refer- 
red to  them,  and  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress the  motion  of  Mr.  Witherspoon,  together  with 
the  following  additional  and  secret  instructiona  with 
respect  to  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States : 

1.  You  are  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  secure 
the  limits  fixed,  exactly  according  to  the  description  in 
your  former  instructions* 

3.  If  that  cannot  be  obtained,  it  is  the  wish  of  Con- 
gress that  a  peace  be  made  without  fixing  northern  and 
western  limits ;  but  leaving  them  to  future  discussion. 

3.  If  that  also  is  found  impracticable,  and  bounda- 
ries must  be  ascertained,  you  are  to  obtain  as  advanta- 
geous a  settlement  as  possible  in  favour  of  the  United 
States. 

The  secret  instructions  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first,  the 
yeas  and  jiays  being  required  by  Mr.  M.  Smith — 

Resolved  in  the  aflGumative,  every  member  answer- 
ing Ay. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr«.  M.  Smith — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Sullivan,         No. )  ^ 

Mr.  Livermore,     No.  J       * 

Massachusetts,         Mr^Lovell,  Ay.  >  «>     ^.^ 

Mr.  Ward,  Nb.  {  ^'^^"- 
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WKEIOUX  AfPAIRS. 


HW 


Rhode  Idand, 
CoDnecticaty 


>At.  X 


New  JenejTi 

Peaii8jl?aoia, 

Maryland, 
Virginia^ 


North  Carolinai 


South  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Vamum, 

Mr.  Huntington,  Ay 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  Ay 

Mr.  Sherman,  Ay 


Mr.  Witberspoon,  Ay.  >  . 
Mr.  Houston,         Ay.  J  ^^* 


Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Clymer, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, . 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  third,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith — 


New 


MassaebusettSi 


Mr.  Sullivan, 
Mr.  Livermore, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ward, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 

No.) 
No.  5 


At. 


No. 


8KBBT  JOfJUAI*- 


lJ«9l 


Rhode  Wtnd,  Mf*  V»t|iu*»        Ay.  >X 


CoDnecticilty 


New  Jersey, 

Pennsylva^iat 

Maryland, 

Virgioia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Geoi^ia< 


ingtoD,  Ay.  ^ 
rth.  Ay.  > 
III,        No.  5 


Ay. 


Mr.  S.HtintiAgt 
Mr.  Ellsworth 
Mr*  Shemiali 

Mn  Withertpoon,  Ay.  \  j^^^ 
Mr.  HoualoDi 


Mr.  Clytter, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  MadisQti, 
Mr.  Bldod, 
Mr.  M.  Smttb, 

• 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr«  Bee, 
Mr.  MoUe, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


So  the  question  was  lost. 


Ay.  5 
Ay->^X 

Ay.  >^X 
No.^ 

NoJ 


Ay. 


Ay. 

Ay. 
Ay. 


Af. 


JUNE  8,  1781. 

The  subject  of  the  instructioM  was  resumed ;  and 
the  first  pwt  of  Mr.  Witherspoon's  motion,  wbkh  wm 
again  reported  by  the  committee,  being  under  debate, 
a  motion  was  made  by  the  staU  of  Virginia  to**" 
it  as  follows : 


ifu,]  FOBnm  A9mnui. 

*^  Provifted  that  you  ihall  not  recede  from  the  fiuv 
*^  mer  ultimatoni  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the 
^  boundaries  of  the  United  State9,  in  any  part  thereof, 
*'  except  with  respecX  to  so  much  of  the  said  ultima- 
"  turn  as  delineates  the  boundary  from  the  intersection 
*'of  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  with  the 
*<  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the  mouth  of  the  lUioois  rive^, 
^^  from  which  you  are  authorized  to  recede  so  far  as  to 
<*  agree  that  the  boundary  of  the  states  between  the^ 
^*  two  points  shall  run  from  the  intersection  aforesaid, 
'^through  the  middle  of  the  said  rivers,  of  lake  Onta- 
**  rio,  of  the  strait  of  Niagara,  and  of  lake  Erie,  t^ 
'^  the  Qftouth  of  the  Miami  river,  thence  in  a  direct  line 
^'  to  the  soQPce  of  the  river  Illinois,  and  thence  down 
"  the  middle  of  the  said  river  to  its  confluence  with  the 
^^Mississippi*'^ 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Bland — . 

K^  w  Hampshire,       Mr.  Sullivan,         No. )  ^ 

Mr.  Livermore,     No.  j      * 

Massachusetts,         Mr.  Lovell,  No. )  wr 

Mr.  Ward,  No.  5  ^• 

Rhode  Island^  Mr.  Varnum,  ^No.  X 

ConnecUcut,  Mr.  8.Hiintington,No. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,      No.^No. 
Mr.  Sherman,        No. 


Ifew  Jersey, 


Mr.  Witberspoon,  No.  )  *j 
Mr.  Houston,        No-J-"^- 


Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Atlee,  No. )  ^ 

Mr.  Clymer,         No.  5  ^^' 


4» 


SECUrr.JOUBNAL. 


[Jvtai 


Maryland} 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


DnriDBo. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  state  of  Virginia  to  add 
the  words  following : 

^'  Provided  that  you  shall  not  in  any  case  agree  to  t 
*'  cession  of  any  part  of  the  territory  lying  on  tlie 
"  south-east  side  of  the  river  Ohio ;  nor  admit  any  ex- 
^'  elusive  claims  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
^'  territory  lying  between  the  said  river,  the  river  Mis* 
**  sissippi  and  Illinois,  and  the  lakes  Erie  and  Ontario." 

A  division  was  called  for ;  and  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  first  clause  as  far  as  "  the  river  Ohio"  in* 
elusive,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bit* 
dison— 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Sullivan,        No. )  ^ 


Mr.  Livermore,    No 


:} 


Massachnsettf, 

Rhode  Iilandi 
Connecticat, 


KHUESGN  ASTMna. 


«l 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ward, 


No. 

No 


:\ 


No. 


Mr.  Varnuoi,         Ay.  ^At.x 

Mr.  S.Huntington,No.  ^ 
Mr.  Ellsworth,      No.  >  No. 
Mr.  Sherman,        No. ) 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  No. )  ri 

Mr.  Houston,        Ay.  I  ^ividid. 


Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Clymer, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


No. 

No 


-.1 


No. 


g::l«- 


No. 


No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  second  clause 
was  dropped. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Bland,  to  strike  out  all  that  follows  the  worde, 
^  expectations  of  Congress.'^ 

Question  put, 


m 


tiiXflOBf  KfnMSL 


U^% 


Passed  i^  the  negative. 

Oo  the  questioD  to  agree  to  the  first  part  of  Mr.  Wi- 
therspooaV  motion,  the  yeai  aqd  nays  b^ing  x^%wni 
by  Mr.  Smith- 


New  Hampsl^i^e, 


MassachttSftts, 


Connecticut, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina^ 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Sullivan,        Ay.  ^  . 
Mr.  Livermore,     Ay. ) 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ward, 


A,.  I 


Ay 


At. 


Rhode  Islapd,  Mr.  Varnum, 


>-Ay.X 


Mr.  S.Huntiogton,Ay. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,      Ay. }  Ar. 

Mr.  Sherman,       Ay< 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay. ) 
Mr.  Hoyston,.        Ay.  5 


Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Cly inert 

Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


Ar. 


At. 


No.j 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 

Ay. 

Ay. 
Ay. 

Ay. 
Av. 
Ay. 


Ar. 


Ar. 


At. 


mi4 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  ibe  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  clause,  vis. 
^*  You  are  to  make  the  most  candid,^'  &c*  to  the  end, 
the  jeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ward — 


New  Hampshire, 


Massachusetts^ 


Coiinecticuti 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Sullivan,         Ay.  7  ^ 
Mr.  Livermore,    Ay. ) 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ward, 


S::  I  ««• 


« 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Varnum, 


>^Ay.  X 


Ay. 


Mr.  S.Huntington,Ay. 
Mr.  Ellsworth,  Ay. 
Mr.  Sherman,        Ay. 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay. )  ^ 
Mr.  Houston,        Ay.j^'^* 


VOL.   II. 


Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Clymer, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland,  * 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 

• 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

55 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 

Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


At. 


Ay.) 

Ay.) 
Ay,  >  At. 
Ay.i 


Georgia,  Mt*^  Wwlott^         Ay*  J^ 

Mr.  Few,  Ay*>  At. 

Mr.  Howlj,  Ay. } 

*  "  >       * 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  thea  made  by  Mr.  Carrol^  seoonded 
by  Ml*.  Atleei  lo  reconsider  the  third  of  the  additiooal 
and  secret  instnictioDS  reported  by  the  committee. 

The  (jtfeitlob  being  put,  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded  by  Mr. 

ClyMerj 

Resolved)  That  'the  first  and  second  of  the  addi* 
tional  and  leCret  instrocUons  ptMed  yesterday  be  re- 
consideredi 

The  questiop  being  then  severally  pot  to  agree  te 
the  firsil^dsetoncl  of  the  additional  and  secret  instmc- 
tions, 

Passed  ih  ih!t  negative. 

The  instructions  as  agre6()  to  are  as  follows ; 

You  are  iier^by  aatfaoifi£ed  and  instructed  cb  ^HA^aiti 
in  behalf  o^  tlfese  United  St^tei,  with  his  most  chris- 
tian majesty,  in  accepting  the  Atdiation  propel  by 
the  empresi  of  Rossia  and  tSfe  Mperor  of  Germany. 
But  you  ar^  iti  accede  to  nb  ii'eaty  of  peace  which 
shall  not  be  snch  as  may,  1st,  efiectually  secure  the 
independence  ind  soverei|ii<y  it  the  (y^tteeh  stait^ 
according  t6  HHt  fonb  itiA  ^fflbct  of  the  treaties  sub- 
sisting between  the  said  slates  add  his  mOlt  cHriftlia* 
majesty ; '  add,  Sdly,  in  which  Ibe  said  treaties  shall  not 
be  left  in  tUeir  Ibll  force  4nd  ^^stlidity. 

As  to  disputed  boundaries,  and  Other  particulars,  we 
refer  you  to  your  former  instructions  of  ibe  14th  An- 


gmit,  1779,  ia|4  t?D)  P?j0ti9r,  n«ft  ffPW  ▼«<*  yw 
will  easily  perceive  the  desires  and  exppp^ijt^o^  of 
PongrpfH ;  but  if^e  think  it  posafo  a^  ^if  j4^^>¥^  ^^ 
tie  you  up  by  absolute  apd  pprmptpry  diryectioQ3  upog 
any  other  subject  than  the  two  essential  articles  above- 
mentioned.  You  will  therefore  use  your  pi^n  j^g* 
ment  and  prudence  in  aecuring  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  in  such  manner  as  circumstances  may 
direct,  and  as  the  state  of  the  belligerent  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  mediating  powers  may  require. 

You  are  to  make  the  most  candid  and  confidential 
communica)tiQQ9,  lUppii  all  Mibjecto*  to  the  ministers  of 
our  geoeroys  ally  the  king  of  France ;  to  undertake 
nothing  in  the  negotiations  for  peace  or  truce,  without 
their  knpwfedg^  and  C9Qc«n99nc0  {  and  to  mk^  tjpeai 
sensible  how  much  we  rely  upon  his  majesty's  influ- 
ence for  e^ct/|ial  support  \9  aver^  thin^  that  may  bf 
necessarv  ^  fb^  present  f^pMTi^y  pr  future  prosperity 
of  the  Unifed  States  of  Aaierica^ 

4 
I 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Witherspooq, 

Resolved,  That  the  ^Jfpjfipg  fydditioaaf  instruction 
be  given. 

If  a  difficrfty  should  arise  in  the  course  of  the  nego* 
tiation  for  jpe^f  e  from  the  backwardness  of  Jifff tf  in  tf 
make  a  foijmal  acknowledgment  of  our  independence, 
you  are  at  liberty  to  agree  to  a  truce,  or  to  m^ke  such 
other  cpacessiyns  as  may  no^  afieict  the  substance  of 
what  we  cf ntfesM)  for ;  ai^  fttuvidied  that  Great  Britain 


4»  ^ 
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be  not  left  in  possession  of  any  part  of  the  tbirteen 
United  States. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Smith-^ 


New  Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Sullivan,  Ay.  >  * 

Mr.  Livermore,       Ay. ) 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Varnum, 


Ay.) 


Ay 
No.  >x 


Ar. 


Mr.  S.  Huntington,  Ay. 
Mr.  Ellsworth,        Ay.  ^  At. 
Mr.  Sherman,         Ay. 

Mr.  Witberspooo,   Ay. )  a    ' 
Mr.  Houston,  Ay.  J  ^^' 

Mr.  J.  Montgomery,  Ay.^ 
Mr.  Atlee,  Ay.  (  ^ 

Mr.  Clyroer,  Ay.  f  ^^* 

Mr.  T.  Smith,         Ay.  J 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr*  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 


Ay.) 
Ay.} 


At. 


Ay.> 
Ay.  5 


At. 


Ay.) 

Ay.  >  Ay. 

Ay.S 
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Georgia, 


Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howlf , 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  having  reported  as  their  opinion^ 
that  some  persons  be  joined  with  the  honourable  John 
Adams  in  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace  between  these 
United  Stafes  and  Great  Britaiq — 

On  the  question.  Shall. any  person  or  persons  be 
joinedy  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Ma  the 


New  Hampshire, 

f' 
Massachusetts, 

■ 

Rhode  Tsland, 
Conaecticut, 


Mr.  SuNtvan,  No« 

Mr.  Livermore,  No 

Mr.  Lovell,  No. 

Mr.  Ward,  No 

Mr.  Varnnm, 


No. 


No. 


>^No.X 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Huntington,     No. 
Mr.  Ellsworth,       No.  V  No. 
Mr.  Sherman,         No. 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  No.  )'^ 
Mr.  Houston,  No.  5  "**' 

Mr.  J.Montgomery , No.  ^ 
Mr.  Atlee,  Ay.  I  *^ 

Mr.  Clymer,  Ay.  p^' 

Mr.  T.  Smith,        Ay.  j 


Maryland, 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


Virginia,  Mr.  JqiUh  No.'^ 

Mr.  MadifW,  No.  \j^ 

Mr.  BUihI,  No.  j^^^* 

Mr.  M.  Smith,  No.  J 

North  Carolina,     Mr.  Sbarpe, 

Mr.  JohnitMi, 

South  Carolinfi,      Mr^  Mathews, 

Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Molte, 

G^jrrgi^,  Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 

So  it  jpa^ed  In  the  a^gativ^. 


Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  ipipiator  of  Fn^iM  4;#ipfMnicatf  f^MAifoM* 
ly  to  him  the  sabstance  of  the  foregoing  instmctions ; 
and  ihi^f  fyej  prepare  af)  f^paif er  ^  the  letter  ^ro^i  1)^ 
most  christian  majesty ;  and  a  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin ; 
that  they  alf  orovise  tiie  inMnietiom  given  to  tkt  mdwrn* 
ter  plenipo^eutjiary  respectii^  a  freaty  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britain,  and  report  thereon. 

JUNE  11,  1781. 

The  cpiymftlee,  appoipMd  Ip  umkr  with  the  minis- 
ter of  Franpe,  report. 

That  they  have  communidated  to  him  the  sobstance 
of  the  in^ti|u4ik>ns  to  tl)f  mtotetef  f  lenipote^MM^y,  ffg 
negotiating  a  peace,  and  sabmH  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  the  said  instructions  be  reconsidered  so  ftr  as  lo 
admit  the  following  amendments : 


1.  Inthk  fllird  clause  df  tlie  Ittslnieticms,  iA  iWkb 
out  the  ^tords,  <*  will  tkereiort  use  your  own  judgment 
<*  and  prudiencft  in  securii%("  ind  In  lien  thereof  to  in- 
sert, ^  are  therefcH^  at  liberty  to  secure." 

3.  T<^  i<itr6^uce  the  fourth  chase  by  inserting  at 
the  beginning  thereof  the  following  words,  ^  for  this 
purpose.'' 

3.  After  the  words  "  conearreace  and,''  to  insert 
the  following  words :  "  liUimately  to  govern  yourself 
**  by  their  advice  and  opiliioiii  Endeavouring  ih  yduir 
*<  whole  cohdiict." 

The  vote  for  reconsidering  being  taken  and  pass- 
ed — 

On  tluB  tjuestibh  th  agree  to  the  fwA  •nmdibtfnt, 
the  ytea  and  ba/s  hsing  rehired  by  Mn  BlandMi 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Suilivan,  Ay.  >  . 

Mr.  Livenqprei       Ayi  > 

MasaacbttshU,       Hr«  Ward,  Mo.  y  x 

Rhode  lilahd,        Mr.  Vamon,  No.  y  x 

Connecticut,  Mr.  S.Hunlington,  Ayw^ 

Mr.  )£tlsworth,        Ay.  >  At. 
Mr.  Sbeman^         ^y*j 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  tVitherspoao,  Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Houston,  Ay.  J  ^^" 

PennsyMinSa,         Mr.J.](|[ontgoneryi  Ay.  1 

Mr.  AtJee,  Ay.  >  Ar. 

Mr.  Glyner,  Ay.\ 

Marytarfd,  Mr.  Jenifer^  Ay. )  ^ 

Mr.  Carroll,  Ay.  J  ^^' 
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YirgMiifl^, 


North  Carolina, 


Soath  CaroliDa, 


Georgidi 
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Mr.  Jones^ 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr*  Bland, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr;  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  tiowly, 


[Jmll, 


AyJ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  second  amendment  passed  without  division.  ' 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  third  aflnendaieot; 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland- 


New  Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 


Mr.  Sullivan, 
Mr.  Livennore, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ward^ 

Mr.  Varnum, 


Ay.] 
Ay.  5 

No. 
No 


:l 


At. 


No. 


>^No.X 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Mr.S.Huntineton,  No. ) 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  No.>  No^ 

Mr.  Sherman,  No.) 

Mr.  Witherspooi),  Ay.  )  a 

Mr.  Houston,  Ay. ) 

Mr.  J.Montgomei7,No.^ 

Mr.  T.  Smith,  No.  j 


l^t.] 


fOftKlO!!  AITAlllS. 


4M1 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr*  Jenifer, 
Mr*  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 

Mr.  Howly, 


AyJ 


At. 


Ar. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affinnatitre. 

The  committeQ  further  recomoieDded  a  recoossd^ 
ratioA  of  the  question,  Whether  any  person  or  persons 
be  joined  to  Mr.  Adams  in  negotiating  a  peace  between 
iheae  United  Stales  and  Great  Britain* 

The  question  for  reconsideration  having  passed  in 
the  affirmative, 

Reserved,  That  two  persons  be  joined  to  Mr* 
Adams  in  negotiating  a  peace  between  these  United 
States  and  Great  Britain* 

Resolved,  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for 
electing  the  persons  to  be  joined  to  Mr.  Adams. 

The  following  persons  were  pat  in  nomination : 

Mr.  Jay,  by  Mr.  Mathews. 
Mr.  John  Laurens,  by  Mr.  Howly* 
Mr.  Tbos*  Jefferson,  ;by  Mr*  M«  Smith, 
vox..  II*  56 
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Mr.  Franklin,  by  Mr.  Varnum* 

Mr.  Jo9.  Reed,  by  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  Williacn  Carmichael,  by  Mr.  Jenifer. 

JUNE  13,  1781. 

Congress  proceeded  to  an  election ;  and  the  balloti 
being  taken,  the  honourable  John  Jay  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  election  of  the  other  person  be 
.postponed  till  tomorrow. 

The  committee  reported  the  .draft  of  a  letter  to  hii 
most  christian  majesty,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  United  States  in  Congress  aasembled,  to  their 
great,  faithful,  and  beloved  frieod  and  ally,  Lewis 
the  sixteenth,  king  of  France  and  Navarre. 

GREAT,  FAITHFC^L,  ANP  BBLOVBD  FRIBHO  AND  ALLT, 

We  have  received  your  majesty's  letter  of  the  lOlk 
of  March.  The  measures  adopted  by  your  majesty 
in  consequence  of  the  representation  made  of  the  sitoS' 
lion  of  our  finances,  the  repeated  testimonies  olyo(tt 
majesty's  unalterable  determination  to  render  the 
cause  of  the  United  States  triumphant,  and  also  the 
affection  which  your  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  e^ 
press  for  the  United  States  in  genera],  and  for  escb 
state  in  particular,  demand  from  us  the  strongest  sen- 
timents of  gratitude. 

The  important  communications  made  by  your  ma- 
jesty's plenipotentiary  have  been  considered  hy  os 
with  the  greatest  attention.  The  result  of  our  delibe- 
rations will  be  made  known  to  your  majesty  by  our 
minister  plenipotentiary  at  your  court,  and  will  evince 


1781.]  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS.  443 

the  entire  confidence  we  have  in  your  majesty's  friend- 
ship and  perseverance  in  the  principles  which  have 
directed  your  conduct  in  maintaining  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  this  time. 

-^We  pray  God  that  he  will  keep  your  majesty,  our 
great,  faithful,  and  beloved  friend  and  ally,  in  his  holy 
protection* 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  1 3th  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  1781,  and  in  the  5th  year  of 
our  independence. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 
Your  faithful  friends  and  allies. 

S.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Ch.  Thomson,  Secretary. 

JUNE  14,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  seconded  by  Mr.  M'Kean, 

Resolved,  That  two  more  persons,  making  in  the 
whole  four,  be  joined  to  the  honourable  John  Adama 
in  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Henry  Laurens  was  put  in  nomination  by  Mr. 
Bland. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election ;  and  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

The  honourable  Benjamin  Franklin, 

The  honourable  Henry  Laurens,  and 

The  honourable  Thomas  Jefferson,  were  elected. 


flUBST  JOUBlUb. 


[Jwtt 


JUNE  15,  1781, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M^Kean,  seeoaded  bf 
Mf*  Partridge,  to  re^consider  tbe  third  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  committee,  and  adopted  on  tbe  11th,* 
and  on  the  question  to  reconsider,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr*  Partridgi 

New  Hampshire, 
MassachuaettSf 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 


New  Jorsaj, 
Pennaylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mr.  Livermore,    No.  ^x 

Mr.  LoTell,  Ay. ) 

Mr.  Osgood,         Ay.  >  At- 
Mr.  Partridge,       Ay. ) 

Mr.  Vamum,        Ay.  ^Ar. 

Mr.  S.  HuntingtOD^y.  ^ 
Mr.  Ellsworth,       Ay.  >  Ar. 
Mr*  S^emaos       Ay. ) 

Mr.  Witherspooa,  No. )  ^^ 
Mr.  Houston,        No* ) 


Mr.  Atlee« 
Mr.  Clymer, 
Mr.  T.  Smith, 

Mr.  Rodney, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr,  Potts» 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 


No.>No. 
Ay.J 


Ay.) 
Ay.  5 


At. 


No.) 
No.>No. 

No-S 
No.^ 

NoJ 


mt.)  FORiaQlf  A1TAIR8. 

North  Carolina,       Mr.  Sbarpe, 

Mr.  Johnston, 


X]" 
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Sooth  Carolina,       Mr.  Mathews,  No.*^ 

Mr.  Bee,  No.  (  ^ 

Mr.Motte,  No.  f^°- 

Mr.  Eveleigh,  No. J 

Georgia,  Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

INSTRUGTlONa  TO  TBS  HONOURABLE  JOHN  ADAMS,  BEN- 
JAMIN PBANKLIN,  JOHN  JAT,  HENRT  LAURENS  AND 
ITHOMAS  JBPrBRSON,  MINISTERS  PLENIPOTENTIARY 
ON  BEHALP  OP  THE  UNITED  8TATE5  OP  AMERICA  TO 
NXOOTIATE  A  TREATY  OP  PEACE. 

You  are  hereby  authoriEed  and  instructed  to  con- 
cur, in  behalf  of  these  United  States,  with  his  most 
christian  majesty,  in  accepting  the  mediation  proposed 
by  the  empress  of  Russia  and  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many. 

You  are  to  accede  to  no  treaty  of  peace  which  shall 
not  be  such  as  may,  1st,  effectually  secure  the  inde* 
pendence  and  sovereignty  of  the  thirteen  states,  ac- 
cording to  the  form  and  effect  of  the  treaties  subsisting 
between  th^  said  states  and  his  most  christian  majesty; 
and,  3d,  in  which  the  said  treaties  shall  not  be  left 
in  their  full  force  and  validity. 

As  to  disputed  boundaries  and  other  particulars,  we 
refer  you  to  the  instructions  formerly  given  to  Mr. 
Adams,  dated  14tb  Aagast,  1779,  and  18th  October, 
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1780,  from  which  you  will  easily  perceive  the  desires 
and  expectations  of  Congres^j  but  we  think  it  aosafe, 
at  this  distance,  to  tie  you  up  by  absolute  aod  pe> 
remptory  directions  upon  any  other  subject  than  the 
two  essential  articles  abovementioned.  You  are 
therefore  at  liberty  to  secure  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  in  such  manner  as  circumstances  may  direct, 
and  as  the  state  of  tht  belligerent  and  disposition  of 
'  the  mediating  powers  may  require.  For  this  purpose, 
you  are  to  make  the  most  candid  and  confidential  com- 
munications upon  all  subjects  to  th^  ministers  of  our 
generous  ally,  the  king  of  France ;  to  undertake  no- 
thing in  the  negotiations  for  peace  or  truce  without 
their  knowledge  and  concurrence  ;  and  ultimately  to 
govern  yourselves  by  their  advice  and  opinion,  en- 
deavouring in  your  whole  conduct  to  make  them  sen- 
sible how  much  we  rely  on  his  majesty^s  influence  {(x 
effectual  support  in  every  thing  that  may  be  necessary 
to  the  present  security,  or  future  prosperity,  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

If  a  difficulty  should  arise  in  the  course  of  the  ne- 
gotiation for  peace,  from  the  backwardness  of  Britain 
to  make  a  formal  acknowledgment  of  our  indepen- 
dence, you  are  at  liberty  to  agree  to  a  truce,  or  to 
make  such  other  concessions  as  may  not  affect  the 
substance  of  what  we  contend  for  ;  and  provided  that 
Great  Britain  be  not  left  in  possession  of  any  part  of 
thet  hirteen  United  States, 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  PrcsidenL 
Ch«  THOMSOir,  Secretary. 
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The  committee  reported  the  draft  of  a  commission 
to  the  oiinisters  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  peace, 
which  being  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled— To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
send  greeting. 

Whereas  these  United  States,  from  a  sincere  desire 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  hostilities  between  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  these  United  States  on  the  one 
part,  and  his  Britannick  majesty  on  the  other,  and  of 
teraiinating  the  same  by  a  peace  founded  on  such  solid 
and   equitable  principles  as  reasonably  to  promise  a 
permanency  of  the  blessings  of  tranquillity,  did  here- 
tofore appoint  the  honourable   John  Adams,   late  a 
commissioner  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the 
court  of  Versailles,  late  delegate  in  Congress  from  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  and  chief  justice  of  the  said 
state,  their  minister  plenipotentiary,  with  full  powers, 
general  and  special,  to  act  in  that  qoality,  to  confer, 
treat,  agree    and  conclude  with  the  ambassadors  or 
plenipotentiaries  of  his  most  christian  majesty  and  of 
his  Britannick  niajesty,  and  those  of  any  other  princes 
or  states  whom  it  might  concern,  relating  to  the  re-es- 
tablishment of  peace  and  friendship :  And  whereas  the 
flames  of  war  have  since  that  time  been  extended,  and 
other  nations  and  states  are  involved  therein  : — Now 
KNOW  TE,  That  we,  still  continuing  earnestly  desirous, 
as  far  as  depends  upon  us,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  effusion 
of  Mood,  and  to  convince  the  powers  of  Europe  that 
we  wish  for  nothing  more  ardently  than  to  terminate 
the  war  by  a  safe  and  honourable  peace,  have  thought 
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proper  to  renew  the  powers  formerly  given  to  the  said 
John  Adams,  and  to  join  foor  other  persona  in  eoni« 
mission  with  him  $  and  baring  full  confidence  in  the 
integrity,  prudence,  and  ability  of  the  honourable 
Benjamin  Prankh'n,  our  minister  plenipotentiary  at 
the  court  of  Versailles,  the  honourable  John  Jay,  late 
President  of  Congress,  and  chief  justice  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  our  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the 
eonrt  of  Madrid,  and  the  honourable  Henry  LaorenSi 
formerly  President  of  Congress,  and  commisaionated 
and  sent  as  our  agent  to  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
low  countries,  and  the  honourable  Thomas  JeffersoB) 
govemour  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia— -have 
nominated,  constituted  and  appointed,  and  by  these 
presents  do  nominate,  constitute  and  appoint  the  aaid 
Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay,  Henry  Lamina  and 
Thomas  Jefferson,  in  addition  to  the  said  John  Adams, 
giving  and  granting  to  them  the  said  John  Adams^ 
Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay,  Henry  Lamrens  and 
Thomas  Jeilerson,  or  the  majority  of  them,  or  of  sack 
of  them  as  may  assemble,  or  in  case  of  the  death, 
absence,  indisposition,  or  other  impediment  of  the 
others,  to  any  one  of  them,  full  power  and  authority, 
general  and  special,  conjunctly  and  separately,  and 
general  and  special  command  to  repair  to  such  place 
as  may  be  fixed  upon  for  opening  negotiations  for 
peace ;  and  there  for  us  and  in  our  name  to  confer, 
treat,  agree  and  conclude  with  the  ambassadors,  com* 
.missioners,  and  plenipotentiaries  of  the  princes  and 
states  whom  it  may  concern,  vested  with  equal  powers, 
srelating  to  the  establishment  of  peace  ;  and  what* 
soever  shall  be  agreed  and  concluded  for  us  and  in 


Mir  aa«e,  to  aign,  and  therevpM  ttftke  t  Ireftty  or 
IreatieSi  tml  to  tninsact  erery  thing  that  may  be  ne^ 
CMMry  for  completing,  Securing  and  atrengtbenii^ 
tbe  great  work  of  pacification,  in  as  ample  form,  and 
with  the  same  efiect  as  if  we  were  personally  present 
and  acted  therein  :  hereby  promising,  in  good  faith, 
that  we  will  accept,  ratify,  folfi!  and  execute  whatever 
shall  be  agreed,  concluded  and  signed  by  our  said 
miniaters  plenipotentiary,  or  a  majority  of  them,  or  of 
such  of  them  as  may  assemble,  or  in  case  of  the  death, 
absence,  indisposition,  or  other  impediment  of  the 
others,  by  any  one  of  them  ;  and  that  we  will  never 
act  nor  sofier  any  penon  to  act  contrary  to  the  Mine; 
io  whole  or  in  any  part.  In  witness  whereof  we  hare 
caased  the$e  presents  to  be  signed  by  our  President, 
aad  sealed  with  his  seal. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  ia 
die  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seren  hundred 
and  eighty-one,  and  in  the  fifth  year  of  oar  inde« 
endenc  e«  By  the  United  States  in  Congress  as* 
sembled. 

SAML.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
ChJ  Thomson,  Sec^y. 

JUNE  18,  1781. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  France,  report, 
"  That  on  the  second  conference  with  the  minister  of 
France,  he  communicated  some  parts  of  a  despatch 
rot.  II.  57 
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dated  the  7th  o^, August,  1 78p,  the  first  pari  relatiog.  to 
losses, suffered  by  Freqch  merchapti,  either  tradio^ 
with  private  houses  io  America,  or  engaged  io  transao- 
tions  of  coiumerce  for  Congress,  or  the  several  states* 
He  informed, the  committee  that  several  papers  which 
should  have  accompanied  thisdespatch,  were  npt  come 
to  hand,  so  tbp^t  he  could  not  state  what  kind  of  cou^ 
pensalion  the  merchants  might  e^ect.  The .  minister 
however  mentioned  in.  the  conference,  that  withoat 
waiting  the,  arrival  of  those  papers,  which  may  have 
been  lost,  or  may  be  delayed  for  a  long  time,  some  re* 
commendation  might  be  thought  proper  to  be  sent  from 
Congress  to  the  several  states,  in  order  to  prevent  for- 
ever the  effect  of  the  tender  laws  operating  against 
foreign  merchants ;  that  this  would  be  an  encourage- 
ment to  commerce,  and  remove  the  fears  of  foreign 
traders  in  their  transactions  with  the  citixens  of  the 
United  States*  The  minister  communicated  that  part 
of  the  cojont  de  Vergennes'  le.tter  iielating  to  the  dis- 
Cttssjpn  which  was  betweeo  him  ,and  Mr.  J.  A^ams 
with  respect  to  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  money, 
and  the  effect  this  had  produced  on  the  French  trade  f 
however,  he  did  not  enter  fully  into  the  matter,  not 
being  furnished  with  the  proper  papers. 

The  other  objects  of  the  communications  of  the  mi- 
nister of  France  were  the  measures  taken  by  the  court 
of  Russia,  and  the  northern  powers,  on  account  of  the 
rights  of  neutrality,  and  the  conduct  to  be  observed 
by  the  belligerent  powers  towards  subjects  of  neutral 
powers;  and  he  informed  the  committee  that  those 
northern  courts  had  made  formal  declarations  to  the 
powers  at  war  respecting  the  principles  of  neutrality  $ 
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and  that  they  had  concluded  a  convention  for  the  8e* 
curity  of  their  navigation  and  of  their  fair  trade.  That 
tfiis  convention  was  particularly  obnoi  ious  to  the  court 
of  London,  as  it  wlis  now  obliged  to  respect  neutral^ 
flags,'  which  it  had  till  then  treated  with  the  greatest 
severity,  exercising  against  them  every  kind  of  depre- 
dation according  to  its  former  practice.  That  France 
ftilly  approved  of  that  convention,  the  consequence  of 
which  was  that  all  the  powers  concerned,  while  they 
did  justice  to  the  principles  of  Ihe  king's  council,  con* 
sidered  the  British  more  and  more  as  the  tyrants  of 
the  sea.  The  king's  council,  therefore,  thought  it  pro* 
per  to  transmit  this  intelligence  to  Congress,  leaving  it 
to  their  wisdom  to  adopt  the  principles  of  the  neutral 
powers  laid  down  so  long  ago  as  the  36th  July,  1 778| 
.in  an  ordinance  of  the  king,  which  the  minister  of 
France  delivered  several  months  ago,  with  other  print- 
ed papers,  on  the  same  subject,  to  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty. The  minister  thought  it  the  more  important  for 
the  United  States  to  conform  their  maritime  laws  to 
that  system,  as  they  would  thereby  conciliate  to  them- 
selves the  benevolence  of  the  neutral  powers.  He 
observed  that  American  privateers  had  presumed  to 
stop  neutral  vessels  loaded  with  English  Inerchandise, 
which  had  given  rise  to  unfavourable  observations  and 
complaints  against  the  United  States.  He  observed 
that  Holland  had  taken  a  part  in  the  association  of  the 
northern  courts ;  and  that  therefore  she  ought  to  be 
comprehended  in  the  orders  of  Congress,  if  it  sbbuld 
be  thoQght  proper  in  those  orders  to  mention  the  names 
/of  particular  powers.  But,  if  Congress  adopted  a 
conduct  similar  to  that  of  Prance,  they  would  extend 
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their  orders  id- favour  of  all  neutral  powers  generally. 

The  minister  then  gave  a  short  historical  aceount  o£ 
the  negotiation  of  Mrit  Cumberland,  observing  that  the 
matter  being  now  obsolete*  it  was  sufficient  to  menlioa 
that  this  agent,  having  made  proposals  of  peace  to  the 
king  of  Spain,  the  fint  question  he  was  asked  was» 
what  were  the  intentions  of  the  court  of  London  re* 
specting  the  United  States  t  That  he,  havmg  no  in* 
structions  on  this  subject,  or  pretending  to  have  none, 
had  sent  an  express  to  liondon*  That  the  ejqsresi 
had  not  returned  when  this  letter  was  written. 

The  minister  informed  the  committee  that  the  court 
of  Versailles  had  neglected  nothing  lo  procure  arms, 
ammunition  and  clothing  for  Congress.  That  the 
good  intentions  of  the  court  had  not  been  well  second* 
ed  by  the  American  agents ;  that  it  was  their  fimlt  if 
these  articles  had  not  been  forwarded  in  time  $  that 
the  ministers  did  not  intend  to  accuse  any  one  in  par^ 
ticular ;  but  were  of  opinion  that  Congress  should  in* 
quire  Into  the  cause  of  the  delay,  in  order  to  inflipt 
sueh  punishment  as  would  prevent  the  like  conduct  in 
future.. 

The  minister  then  communicated  the  substance  of  a 
despatch  of  the  9tb  March,  1791 ;  and  entering  fully 
into  the  subject,  he  told  us  that  so  early  as  the  begin- 
niag  of  the  year  1 780,  he  had  informed  Congress  that  a 
mediation  might  be  opened  in  Europe.  That  the  me- 
diators might  propose  the  uii  poieideiit  as  the  basis  of 
the  oegetiiiMQn.  That  it  was  of  the  atmost  impor* 
tance  to  prevent  the  effect  of  a  proposition  so  incon- 
sistent with  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 
That  the  eowt  of  France  wished  to  give  them  every 


asaislaiiee  ID  their  power ;  but  be  had  obienred,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  political  system  of  the  kingdomi 
being  closely  connected  with  that  of  other  European 
powers,  France  might  be  involved  in  difficulties  which 
would  require  the  greatest  attention,  and  a  considera* 
ble  part  of  her  resources.  That  he  had  informed  Con* 
grass  confidentially  that  the  death  of  the  sovereigns  of 
some  of  the  European  states  with  whom  the  court  dC 
France  had  the  most  intimate  connexion  might  oblige 
her  to  employ  the  greatest  part  of  her  resources  to  se* 
cure  her  against  the  dangers  which  might  be  occasion- 
ed by  such  an  event.  That  since  that  communicatioii 
was  made  to  Congress,  both  those  cases  had  happened* 
That  the  empress  queen  was  dead.  That  the  court  of 
Versailles  flattered  itself  that  this  will  not  at  this  tiara 
l^ive  rase  to  any  material  change  in  the  politicks  of  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin.  That  circumstances, 
however,  are  such  that  prudence  dictates  not  to  leave 
the  frontier  of  France  on  Germany  unprovided  for  de-» 
ience.  That  the  character  the  king  bears  of  guarantee 
or  pvoteotor  of  the  liberties  of  the  GernUn  empire 
obliges  him  to  be  ready  to  assist  effectually  the  mem* 
bars  of  that  body,  whose  safety  may  be  endangered, 
and  of  consequence  occasions  extraordinary  espenset. 
That  France  is  at  the  same  time  obliged  to  spare  the 
land  forces  of  the  Ungdom,  and  at  t^e  present  crisis 
not  to  keep  them  at  too  great  a  distance.  That  this 
however  is  ooly  a  point  of  caution  and  prudence*  That 
the  court  of  France  still  hopes  the  issue  wiU  be  peaeea* 
ble  and  agreeable  to  her  wishes ;  but  has  thought  il 
proper  to  inform  Congress  ef  it.  That  Btttters  are  dtf> 
ferent  with  respect  to  the  Dutcb#  That  they  are  noi;r 
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in  a  state  of  war  with  the  English ;  but  there  is  among 
them  a  party  in  favour  of  England ;  and  notwithstabd- 
log  the  accession  of  the  two  oppdsing  provinces  (o  the 
resolntion  of  the  states  for  making  reprisals,  a  media* 
tion  has  been  entered  into  between  London  and  the 
Hague ;  and  the  empress  of  Russia  acts  as  mediatrix. 
That  it  is  evident  the  court  of  London,  by  opening  thb 
negotiation,  designs  to  draw  the  Seven  Provinces  to 
her  side;  and  even  goes  so  far  as  to  expect,  that  she 
may  employ  the  resources  of  the  Dutch  against  France, 
either  diiiecely  or  indirectly.  That  the  disposition  of 
(hat  republick  is  still  such  as  friends  would  wish. 
But  the.  strongest  argument  which  the  British  party 
make  use  of  to  separate  the  Seven  Provinces  from 
France  is,  that  they  are  destitute  of  a  naval  force ; 
that  their  seamen  are  captured  by  the' British  ;  that 
all  their  riches  will  likewise  fall  a  sacrifice;  and  that 
their  settlements  in  the  East  and  West  Indies  are  in 
the  greatest  danger.  That  under  these  circumstances 
it  was  become  necessary  for  France  to  afford  imme- 
diate protection  to  the  Dotch  in  Europe ;  and  to  make 
without  delay  a  diversion  which  may  possibly  save 
their  East  India  possessions.  That  these  measures 
had  rendered  it  actually  impossible  to  send  to  the  Unit* 
ed  States  the  reinforcement  which  was  announced.* 

The  minister  of  France  thinks 'that  this  confidential 
and  friendly  explanation  of  the  situation  of  France 
will  convince  Congress  that  the  king  could  not  pursue 
atlifierent  lineof  conduct;  and  thattiie  consequences 
of  the  raeasufes  he  has  taken  must  at  last  tarn  to  their 
advantage.  That,  however,  count  de  Rochambeau 
and  Mons. '  Barras  will  receive  some  reinforcementif 
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and  will  iofonn  the  chevalier  de  1ft  Lucerne  how  con- 
4iderabie  they  are. 

.  The  minister  told  the  committee  that  the  friendihip 

and  benevolence  of  the  king  for  the  thirteen  United 

States  had  engaged  him  to  trust  Congress  with  these 

details,  observing  at  the  same  time,  that  it  would  be 

proper  to  keep  them  secret.     In  giving  an  account  of 

'the  subsidy  granted  by  the  king  of  France,  the  minis-' 

ter  concluded  by  observing,  that  the  count  de  Ver- 

gennes  writes  that  what  remains  of  the  six  millionSi 

after  purchasing  the  supplies  of  arms  and  ammunition, 

would  be  at  the  disposal  of  Congress ;  or,  if  they 

should  so  direct,  at  the  disposal  of  the  commander  in 

chief,  or  of  their  financier,  if  there  should  be  one;  and 

that  the  resolution  Congress  took  on  this  subject  shoidd 

be  made  known  to  the  ministry,  that  funds  may  be 

provided  accordingly.     In  the  course  of  the  confe^ 

jrence  the  chevalier  mentioned  the  sums  that  had  been 

procured  for  these  states  since  the  beginning  of  the 

year  1780.    That  in  that  year  the  count  de  Vergennes 

had  on  his  own  credit  procured  for  doctor  Franklin 

three  millions  of  livres.    That  in  December  doctor 

Franklin  wanted  one  million  more  to  honour  the  bills 

drawn  by  Congress;  and  that  he  received  the  fourth 

million.    That  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  the- 

count  has  procured  for  htm  on  loan  four  milUoos  of 

livres,  which  make  eight  millions  borrowed  on  the 

guaranty  of  France  since  the  aforementioned  period. 

And  now  the  king  makes  a  gratuitous  donation  of  the 

subsidy  of  six  millions,  which  in  the  whole  make  up 

the  sum  of  fourteen  millions  since  the-  commencement 

of  the  year  UW- 
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JUNE  19,  1781. 

The  committee  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  doc- 
tor Franklioi  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

SIR| 

Congress  have  received  your  tetter  of  the  IStk 
March  last,  with  the  papers  enclosed.  The  proipect 
of  conferences  being  soon  opened  in  Europe,  under  tke 
mediation  of  the  imperial  courts  of  Petersburg  sod 
Vienna,  for  accommodating  the  disputes  between  the 
belligerent  powers,  which  must  necessarily  involve  tlie 
essential  interests  of  these  United  States,  has  deter- 
mined us  to  increase  the  number  of  our  ministers  for 
negotiating  a  peace  with  Great  Britain.  WebsTe 
tlierefore  added  yourself,  Messrs*  Jay,  H.  Lsareoif 
and  Thomas  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Adams,  to  repair  to  such 
place  as  shall  be  fixed  on  for  transacttog  this  inpor- 
tant  business. 

A  compliance  witji  your  request  to  retire  from  pob- 
lick  employment  would  be  inconvenient  at  this  parti- 
cular  conjuncture,  as  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress  to 
avail  themselves  of  your  abilities  and  experience  st 
the  approaching  negotiation.  Should  you  find  repose 
necessary,  after  rendering  the  United  States  this  |0^ 
ther  service,  Congress,  in  consideration  of  yoar  ag^ 
and  bodily  infirmities,  will  be  disposed  to  gratify  J^ 
inclination. 

You  will  present  the  letter  to  his  most  christisn  a^* 
jesty,  and  conununicate  to  him  the  instructions  tooor 
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ministers  for  negotiating  a  peace,  attended  witb  such  a 
memorial  as  your  prudence  shall  suggest,  and  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  requires. 


JUNE  22,  1781. 

A  letter  of  24th,  one  of  28th,  and  one  of  31st 
March,  one  of  2d,  and  one  of  4th  April,  from  the  ho- 
noarable  F.  Dana,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  memorials  from  the  minister  of  France,  namely, 
Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Sulli- 
van and  Mr.  Mathews. 


JUNE  26,  1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters 
from  Mr.  Dana,  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Dana,  until  he  can  proceed  to 
the  court  of  Petersburg,  either  in  a  pubiick^or  private 
character,  without  risking  the  interest  or  dignity  of  the 
United  States,  be  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  secreta- 
ry to  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  these  United 
States  for  negotiating  a  peace  with  Great  Britain,  with 
the  salary  allowed  to  him  by  the  act  of  the  4th  of 
October,  1779.  That  in  case  Mr.  Dana  shall  have 
proceeded,  or  shall  hereafter  proceed  to  Petersburg, 
or  to  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  empress  of 
Russia,  the  ministers  appointed  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  15th  June,  1781,  or  a  majority  of  such  of  them 
as  shall  assemble,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  appoint  a  secretary  to  their  commission,  and  that  h^ 
VOL.  ir.  58 
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l)e.^n tilled. t<)  t^cmyi^r  ^R  propovtioii  to  bi6  lime  oi 
service,  the  salary  of  one  tboasand. pounds  sierliag 
per  annum  allowed  to  Mr.  Dana* 

That  the  President  furnish  Mr.  Dana  with  letters  of 
credit  on  the  minister  of  these  United  States  at  the 
court  of  Versailles  for  the  amount  of  his  salary  while 
be  acts  as  searitary  to  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  for  negotiating  a  peace,  or  during 
the  time  he  shall  be  in  a  private  character  ib  Russia* 

That  the  President  furnish  Mr.  Dana  with  letters  of 
credit  on  the  minister  of  these  United  States  at  the 
court  of  Versailles,  for  a  sum  suflicifeni  to  enable  bini 
to  engage  a  private  secretary,  or  clerk,  when  he  shall 
assume  his  publick  character  of  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  court  of  Petersburg. 

JUNE  23,  ITS  I. 

.  A  motion  being  made  by  Mr*  Madison,  seconded  by 
Mr.  M.  Smith,  in  the  words  following : 

'  Additional  instruction  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain. 
That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a 
treat}'  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain  be  instructed  to 
enter  into  no  such  treaty,  unless,  in  addition  to  the  sti- 
pulations relative  to  the  fisheries  required  by  Congress 
in  their  instructions  to  the  said  ministeP  of  the  13th 
August,  1779,  all  the  objects  included  in  their  ultima- 
tMm  relative  to  a  treaty  of  peace,  as  the  same  stood 
prior  to  their  instructions  on  that  subject  of  the  15th  day 
cf  June,  instant,  be  in  such  treaty  of  commerce  explicit- 
ly acknowledged  and  stipulated  to  the  United  States. 


1*781.] 


FOinOiff  AfTillRS. 


m» 


On  the  qoevtion  to  s^ree  to  tlus,  the  yeas  and  nays 
required  by  Mr.  M.  Smith— 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Sullivan,         No.  )  j^ 


Massachusetts, 


Conoecticut, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mr.  Livermore,     No 


:\ 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Osgood) 


No, 

No.^No. 

No. 


Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Varnum,        Ay.  y  x 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  HuntingtOD)    Ay« 

Mr.  Ellsworth,       No.  \  Ay. 

Mrt  Sherman,        Ay. 

Mr.  Witherspoon,No.)  j^ 

Mr.  Houston,        Ay.  5  ^'vided* 

Mr.  Montgomery,  No. 

Mr.  Clymer,  No.  ^  No. 

Mr.  T.  Smith,       Ay. 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Potts, 

Mr.  JoneSf 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 
Mr.  JohDston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 
Mr.  Eveleigh, 


No.) 
N0.SN0. 


No.^ 


ti- 


NoO 
No.  I 

No.  f 

No.j 


No. 
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Georgia,  Mr.  Walton,         No.  >  *f^ 

Mr.  Few,  No.  I  ^^'^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

JULY  10,  1781. 

Congress  agreed  to  the  following  commission  aad 
instruc lions  to  Thomas  Barclay,  vice  consul. 

COMMISSION   to   TfiOMAS   BARCLAY,   SS^UIRV. 

The  United  States  of  America  to  Thomas  Barclay, 
Esquire,  Greeting. 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your 
abilities  and  integrity,  do  by  these  presents  constitute 
you  our  vice  consul  in  France,  during  the  absence  of 
William  Palfrey,  esquire,  our  consul,  from  that  king- 
dom, or  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  to  exercise 
the  functions  and  to  enjoy  all  Che  honours,  aothortcies, 
pre-eminences,  privileges,  exemptions,  rights,  and  emo- 
luments to  the  said  office  appertaining.    And  we  here- 
by enjoin  it  npon  all  merchants  of  these  United  States, 
and  upon  all  captains,  masters  and  commanders  of 
ships  and  other  vessels,  armed  or  unarmed,  sailing 
under  our  flag,  as  well  as  all  others  of  our  citizens,  to 
acknowledge  the  said  Thomas  Barclay^  and  to  obey  him 
in  his  vice  consular  quality ;  praying  and  requesting 
our  very  dear  great  friend  and  ally,  his  most  christian 
majesty,  his  governours  and  other  officers  whom  it 
may  concern,  to  permit  the  said  Thomas  Barclay  fully 
and  peaceably  to  enjoy  the  said  office,  without  giving,* 


Vnuj  FOREIGll  AFFAnUS.  «& 

or  safleriog  to  be  given,  anj  mdettation  or  trooUe  to 
him ;  bat  on  the  contrary  to  eflTord  him  all  counte- 
nance and  assistance ;  offering  to  do  the  same  for  all 
those  who  shall  be  in  like  manner  recommended  to  us 
by 


In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  these  presents 
to  be  given  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  this  10th 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1781^  and 
in  the  6th  year  of  our  independence* 

INSTRUCTIONS   TO   THOMAS   BARCLAT,  RS^V1RR« 
SIR, 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  commission,  constituting 
you  our  vice  consul  in  France,  during  the  absence  of 
William  Palfrey,  esquire,  our  consul  from  that  king- 
dom, or  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  fix  your  residence  at  that  port 
which  may  be  best  adapted  to  the  execution  of  the 
powers  entrusted  to  you:  for  besides  your  proper 
vice  consular  functions,  you  are  to  receive  and  for- 
ward  all  supplies  to  be  obtained  in  that  kingdom  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  to  assist  in  directing 
our  naval  affairs. 

You  will  regularly  transmit  to  us  accounts  of  the 
civil  and  military  constitutions  of  the  place  where  you 
reside,  of  its  advantages  for  commerce  with  the  world 
in  general,  and  especially  with  these  United  States* 

Yon  will  give  to  our  minister  plenipotentiary  in 
France  such  observations  as  you  may  from  time  to 
time  make,  or  obtain,  tending  to  promote,  through  him, 


ikQ  titeyice  of  .grour  cpuatr/*  Yoo  will  receive  froB 
America,  accordii>g  as  good  opportonilies  [ffese&t, 
funds  for  ibe  diBchai^  of  your  duties  as  our  conimer- 
cial  agent ;  but  at  your  first  arriyal,  and  in  cases  of 
absolute  necessity,  you  are  authorized  to  draw  upon 
our  minister  plenipotentiary  in  France,  takings- care 
always  to  gire  him  early  notice  of  ^ch  necessilks, 
that  he  may  aid  you  from  fimds  procured  on  oar  ac- 
count, Without  doing  injury  to  our  other  concerns. 
You  may  also  draw,  under  the  like  circomslaDces, 
upon  other  funds  which  you  shall  know  to  have  been 
procured  for  us  in  Europe. 

You  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructeoHo  call 
for  any  property  belonging  to  these  United  Statesrtnd 
now  in  the  hands  of  any  persons  who  have  acted  as 
agents  for  us  in  France,  so  that  you  mav  obtain  a 
comprehensive  view  of  our  effects  there,  and  may 
contrive  the  best  modes  of  transmitting  them  to  Ame- 
rica. 
> 

You  will  also  carefully  attend  to  such  instructions  as 
we  shall  from  time  to  time  communicate  to  you,  either 
directly  or  through  our  ministers  plenipotentiary. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  lOih  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  1781,  and  in  the  6lh  year  of 
our  independence.  By  the  United  States  ia 
Congress  assembled.  ^ 


JULY  11,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Mathews,  Mr.    Carroll  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  to  whom 


was  referred  a  letter  iof  -tbe  ftifav.from  the  8uperiatea<« 
dent  of  finaace, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  fihanae  undertaking  thb  negotiation  of  lottM 
either  in  Spain  or  Portugal,  in*  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Jay,  on  the  meat  ad?antageotts  terms  the  same  can  be 
obtained* 

That  Mr.  Jay  be  auriiorieed  to  send  Mr.  Carmi- 
chael  to  Lisbon,  on  the  plan  proposed  by  the  superin* 
tendent  of  finance  ;  provided  Mr*  Jay  shall  be  of  opi- 
nion his  presence  in  Spain  caa  at  the  time  be  dispensed 
with. 

JULY  12,  I78h 

A  mplion  was  made  by  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Mathews,  That  the  commission  and  instructions 
for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  these 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  given  to  the  honoura- 
ble John  Adams  on  theSSthday  of  September,  1779, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  revoked. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Partridge — 

New  Hampshire,       Mr,  Livermore,  ^No.X 

Massachusetts,  Mr.  Partridge,      No. )  j^^ 

Mr.  Osgood,         No.  5  ^^• 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Varnum,  ^^7«>^ 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Ellsworth,      No.  >  ^ 

Mr.  Sherman,        No.  5  ^^- 


4i4 
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V^n, 


PeoDBylYania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginiay 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


llr*  Montgomery,  Ay. 
Mr.  Clymer,  Ay. 

Mr.  T.  Smith,       Ay. 


Mr.  Rodney, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  PotU, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 
Mr.  Eveletgh, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


Ar« 


Ay.) 
Ay- 5 


At. 


At. 


*^  i  A. 


Ay 


Ay.  r 
Ay.j 


At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


JULY  20,  1781. 

« 

A  memorial  from  the  honourable  the  minister  of 
France  was  read,  stating  that  he  has  received  some 
despatches  which  he  wishes  to  communicate  to  Con- 
gress by  means  of  a  committee. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
receive  the  communications  of  the  honourable  the 
minister  of  France. 


Mn)  reMUiti  ktmuA  m 


Tm  ilBQttibcrft"  ''Hp«  Withcrepoon,  Mr«  CArPoHj  Ifr* 
Vltfiitiili^  Mr«  SulUf an  and  Mr.  Mathews. 

JULY  23,  1781. 

The  oaiiiQiitla#  app^^inted  to  recaiira  tK€  commtmi^ 
eatkuia  of  tha  honourable  ihe  iftiaisler  of  France,  deli-^ 
vered  in  the  following  report : 

The  aintiter,  from  hfs  deapatohea  6{  the  9th  of 
Jastiary,  178I4  comaiuoicated  to  your  committee  tha 
canaea  which  delayed  the  fbeasares  which  the  court 
of  Prance  propoied  to  take  for  the  naval  operations  of 
Ihia  campaign^  the  length  <rf  the  pasaage  of  count  dd 
Eataing  to  Brest,  and  other  circumstances  not  neces«- 
aary  now  to  be  recapitulated ;  and  then  told  us  that  h^ 
was  deaii^,  in  the  mean  while,  to  continue  to  assure 
Gongresa,  (bat  the  interest  which  his  majesty  takes  ia 
the  American  cause  will  essentially  in^uence  his  mea* 
Sures  for  the  present  campaign. 

The  minister  oontinued  by  observing,  that  the  pt€^ 
aent  aituation  of  affairs  between  Great  Britain  and 
Holland  presented  a  favourable  opportunity  for  a 
union  of  the  two  republicks. 

Your  committee  will  not  repeat  the  details  of  what 
has  happened  between  the  two  powers  of  England  and 
Holland ;  it  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that  Sweden  and 
Denmark  have  adopted  the  plan  of  armed  neutrality 
framed  by  the  empress  of  Russia.  That  the  Dutch, 
-opon  infvit,ation,  had  done  the  same ;  and  the  court  of 
London,  irritated  by  this  step,  took  hold  of  the  pre- 
tence afforded  by  the  papers  found  on  Mr.  Laurens, 
and  published  a  manifesto  on  the  31st  day  of  Decern* 
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ber,  at  weU  m  a  prackiiiatioQ>  (mr  ezpediciag.  lelleis 
of  marque.  That  this  state  of  affairs,  Mud  the  .odieff 
consequences  of  this  step,  deserve  the  attention  of 
Congress.  That,  if  their  high  mightinesses  should  join 
in  this  war,  it  would  bring  the  two  republicks  to  terms 
of  rnoGe  intimate,  union*  That  the  opinion  of  the  comi* 
oil  of  the  king  was,  that  Congress,  ought  not  to  neglect 
to  send  to  Holland  a  [vuilent  and  able  man,  wiA.  foil 
powers.  It  would  likewise  be  advantageous  to  give 
proper  instructions  to  that  minister;  and  as  .it  maj 
happen,  in  the  course  of  the  negotiations,  that  anfiose- 
seen  incidents  may  present  themselves,  and  as  it  is  im- 
possible at  this  distance  to  have  quick  infonnation,  it 
would  be  proper  to  have  further  instructions  given  bj 
Dr.  Franklin,  in  order  to  avoid  all  inconsistency  or  eon- 
.  tradiction  ;  and  that  the  political  operations  of  Con- 
gress, aiming  towards  the  same  end,  may  of  oourae  be 
more  successful. 

The  minister  communicated  to  your  committee  the 
contenU  of  another  despatch  of  the  1 9th  of  February 
last.  After  stating  some  facts  relating  to  Mr.  Laurens's 
capture  and  its  consequences,  which  Congress  is  al- 
ready acquainted  with,  the  .minister  informed  yourwoooi- 
mittee  that  the  empress  of  Russia  had  on  the  5th  ef 
January  received  the  accession  of  the  United  Provinces 
to  the  association  of  neutral  powers,  and  Uiat  there  wal 
great  probability  that  her  imperial  majesty  would  suph 
port  the  Dutch  against  the  tyranny  of  England ;  and 
that,  in  every  supposition,  Congress  would  do  well  to 
take  such  measures  as  to  prepare  without  delay  the 
means  of  mating  the  interest  of  the  two  republicbi  by 
making  proper  advances  to  the  states  general.    The 
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minbter  added;  that  he  was  auHiorized  by  theking  to. 
offer  Congress  his  interposition  for  this  purpose. 

The  minister  informed  that,  according  to  appearan- 
ces, the  empress  of  Russia  seemed  to  be  well  disposed 
to  the  independence  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that 
these  dispositions  give  reason  to  think  that  the  empresa 
will  aee  with  pleasure,  that  Congress  has  adopted  her 
principles  as  to  the  neutrality  ;  and  that  the  count  de 
Vergennes  has  sent  that  resolution  to  the  marquis  Ve* 
rac,  the  minister  of  France  at  the  court  of  Russia. 

Ordered,  That  this  report  be  referred  to  the  said 
committee. 

AUdUST  I,  1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  wpre  referred  the  commu-^ 
nications  of  the  honourable  the  minister  of  France  de- 
livered in  a  report. 

AUGUST  9,  1781. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  communications 
of  tbe  jionourable  the  minister  of  France,  was  taken 
into  consideration,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  committed  ;  and  that  the  com^ 
mittee  report  instructions  to  the  honourable  John 
Adams  respecting  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  United 

Provinces  of  the  Netherlands. 

» 

AUGUST  10,  1781. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
4he  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  Stb  of  July,  from  the 


stmmtKvmua^ 


i^n^Wk 


aoperintendent  of  finance ;  and  on  the  qaetUoD  te  agree 
to  the  following  propositions,  ▼!«« 

That  the  minister  be  en^powered  to  make  ftucb  further 
cession  of  the  right  of  these  United  States  to  the  iia- 
Tigatmn  of  the  river  Mlsrissippi  as  he  amy  think  proper. 
and  on  such  tems  and  cenditioiisas  he  may  think  most 
for  the  honour  aod  iatepcst  of  these  United  States   » 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mn  8her* 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 


Rhode  Islapc^ 


Connecticut, 


New  Yori^ 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Mr.  Sullivan,         No. 
Hr«  Livermore,     No 


:\ 


No. 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Osgoo<f 

Mr«  Mowry, 
Mr.  Varnum, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Doaae, 
Mr. 


No. 

No.  5^  No. 
No. 


No. 
No 


:1 

:1 


Mai  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Elmer, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Clymer, 
Mr.  T.  Smith, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr«  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 


Mo. 


No. 


No. 


No.> 

No.>  No. 
No.) 


Ho, 
No 


Ht} 


No. 

No 


No. 
No 


:} 


No. 


No. 


Virginia^  Mr.  Jones,  No."^ 

Mr*  MadiaoDy  No.  I  *j 

Mr.  Bland,  No.  f  ^®* 

Mr.  Randolph,  No.  J 

North  Carolina,       Mr»  Sbarfie,  >*No.x 

Sooth  Carolina,        Mr.  Bee,  No. )  ^ 

Mr.  EveWglH  No*  $  ^^* 

Georgia,  Mr.  Walton,  No. )  jj 

Mr.  Howly,  No. ) 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
Ordered,   That  the  committee   of  foreign  aflhirs 
trstnsmit  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  Unit- 
ed States  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  such  information  re- 
lattve  to  the  surrender  of  Peosacola,  and  the  subse* 
jquent  arrival  of  the  garrison  at  New  Tork,  as  they 
can  obtain,  to  the  end  that  he  may  make  such  repre* 
dentation  thereon  as  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  proper. 
A  letter  of  the  94th  of  July,  from  the  honourable 
tiie  minister  of  Prance^  with  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  the 
same  date  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  having  been  deli- 
vered to  Congress  on  the  9dth  of  the  same  month,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  the  said  com* 
mittee  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  the  minister  of 
France  be  requested  to  inform  the  governoar  and  in- 
tendant  of  St.  Domingo,  that  the  United  States  have 
not  at  present  any  agent  whatever  residing  at  that  is- 
land ;  and  that  Congress,  not  intending  to  appropriate 
their  funds  to  commercial  purposes,  have  not  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  an  officer  in  contemplation. 
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AUGUST  16,  1781. 

Oa  the  report  of  the  committee,  conislittg  of  Nfw 
Witherspooo,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Vermim,  Mr.  SqIKvmi 
tnd  Mr.  Matbews,  to  whom  was  reeommitted  their 
report  on  the  comnra&icatioas  from  the  honoarable  the 
miniiter  of  Fraace,  and  who  were  iaetnieted  to  report 
ioatmetiont  to  the  honourable  John  Adams,  respectiag 
a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Netherlands, 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles  be  directed  to 
inform  his  most  christian  majesty,  that  the  tender  of 
his  endeavours  to  accomplish  a  coalition  between  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands  and  these  sutes 
hath  been  received  by  Congress,  as  a  fresh  proof  of 
his  solicitude  for  their  interests.  That  previous  to  the 
communication  of  this  his  most  christian  majesty^ 
friendly  purpose,  Congress,  impressed  with  the  impoi^ 
tance  of  such  a  connexion,  had  confided  to  Mr.  John 
Adams  full  powers  to  enter,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  into  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the 
United  Provinces,  with  a  special  instruction  to  con* 
form  himself  therein  to  the  treaties  subsistiag  between 
his  most  christian  majesty  and  Uie  United  States. 
That  Congress .  do,  with  pleasure,  accept  bis  most 
christian  majesty's  interposition,  and  will  transmit  fur- 
ther powers  to  their  minister  at  the  Hague  to  form  a 
treaty  of  alliance  between  bis  most  christian  majesty, 
the  United  Provinces,  and  the  United  States,  having 
for  its  object,  and  limited  in  its  duration  to»  the  present 


war  with  Great  Britain.  That  he  will  be  enjoined  to 
confer  on  all  occasions  in  the  most  confidential  maniier 
with  his  most  christian  majesty's  minister  at  the 
Hague ;  and  that  provisional  authority  will  also  be  fent 
10  adoiit  hii  catholjck  majesty  as  a  party. 

Resolved,  That  the  miaisier  plenipotentiary  of  these 
United  States  at  the  Hagoe  be  and  he  is  hereby  in« 
atnicted  .to  propose  a  treaty  of  alliance  between,  his 
most  christian  m^'esty,  the  United  Provinces  of.  the 
Netherlands,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  having 
for  its  object,  and  limited  in  its  duration  to,  the  present 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  conformed  to  the  treaties 
subsisting  between  his  most  christian  majesty  and  the 
United  States. 

That  the  indispensable  conditions  of  the  alliance  be, 

that  their  high  mightinesses  the  states  general  of  the 

United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands  shall  expressly 

recognise  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the 

United  States  of  America,  absolute  ^nd  unlimited,  as 

well  in  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce.    That 

the  war  with  Great  Britain  shall  be  made  a  common 

caase,  each  party  exerting  itself  according  to  its  dis« 

cretion  in  the  most  effectual  hostility  against  the  com- 

.mon  enemy ;  and  that  no  party  shall  conclude  either 

truce  or  peace  with  Great  Britain. without  the  formal 

consent  of  the  whole  first  obtained ;  nor  lay  down 

tKeir  arms  until  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of 

these.  United  States  shall  be  formally  or  tacitly  assured 

by  Great  Britain,  in  a  treaty  which  shall  terminate  the 

war. 

That  the  said  minister  be  and  .he  hereby  is  further 
Instructed,  to  unite  the  two  repubUcks  by  -no  stipulsi- 
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liofti  of  offence)  nor  guaranty  any  possesnions  of  cIm 
United  Provinces*  To  inform  hiiMelf,  from  the  ttinis-> 
ler  of  tbose  United  States  at  the  coart  of  Spain,  of  the 
progreM  of  his  negotiations  at  tlie  aaid  court ;  and  if 
an  alh'ance  shall  have  been  entered  into  between  his 
eathelick  majesty  and  tfiese  United  Slates,  to  invite  lib 
catholick  majesty  into  the  altiaoee  herein  intended ;  if 
no  such  allianee  shall  have  been  formed,  to  receive 
his  catholick  majesty,  should  he  manifest  a  dispositioD 
to  become  a  party  to  the  alliance  herein  intended,  ae- 
cording  to  the  instructions  given  to  the  said  mioiater  at 
the  court  of  Spain* 

That  in  all  other  matters  not  repugnant  to  these  in* 
structions,  the  said  minister  at  the  Hague  do  use  his 
best  discretion. 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these 
United  States  at  the  Hague  be  and  hereby  is  instruct^ 
ed  to  confer  in  the  most  confidential  manner  with  his 
most  christian  majesty's  minister  there. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  comora- 
nicated  to  our  ministers  at  the  courts  of  Versailles  and 
Madrid,  that  they  may  furnish  every  information  an) 
aid  in  their  power  to  our  minister  at  the  Hague  in  the 
accomplishment  of  this  business* 

Resolved,  That  the  following  commission  be  issued 
to  Mr.  John  Adams,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  to  all  who 
shall  see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

Whereas  a  union  of  the  force  of  the  several  poweis 
^Dgngod  in  the  war  against  Great  Britain  may  have  a 


happy,  tendenfiy  to  bring  the  said  war  id  a  speedy  and 
favourable  issue;  and  it  being  the  desire  of  these 
United  States  to  foroifan  alliance  between  them  and 
the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands :  Know  te, 
THEREFORK,  that  we,  confiding  in  the  integrity,  pru- 
dence and  ability  of  the  honourable  John  Adams^have 
nominated,  constituted  and  appointed,  and  by  these 
presents  do  nominate,  constitute  and  appoint  bim  the 
said  John  Adams,  our  minister  plenipotentiary,  giving 
him  full  powers,  general  and  special,  to  act  in  that 
quality,  to  confer,  treat,  agree  and  conclude,  with  the 
person  or  persons  vested  with  equal  powers  by  his 
most  christian  majesty,  and  their  high  mightinesses  the 
states  general  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Nether- 
lands, of  and  concerning  a  treaty  of  alliance  between 
his  most  christian  majesty,  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Netherlands,  and  the  United  States  of  America;  and 
whatever  shall  be  so  agreed  and  concluded  for  us  and 
in  our  name,  to  sign,  and  thereupon  to  make  such 
treaty,  convention  and  agreements  as  he  shall  judge 
conformable  to  the  ends  we  have  in  view  ;  hereby  pro- 
mising, in  good  faith,  that  we  will  accept,  ratify  and 
execute,  whatever  shall  be  agreed,  concluded  and 
signed  by  him  our  said  minister. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  presents 
to  be  signed  by  our  President,  and  sealed  withhi* 
seal. 

foi<.  I  J.  €0 
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JULY  18,  1776. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  trea- 
ties to  be  entered  into  with  foreign  states  or  kingdoms, 
brought  in  a.report,  which  was  read* 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


JULY  20,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  of  treaties  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  members  under  (he  restrictions  and  re- 
gulations prescribed  for  printing  the  plan  of  confede- 
ration, (viz.  that  eighty  copies,  and  no  more,  be  print- 
ed, and  deposited  with  the  secretary,  who  shall  deliver 
one  copy  to  each  member :  That  the  printer  be  under 
oath  to  deliver  all  the  copies  which  he  shall  print,  to- 
gether with  the  copy  sheet,  to  the  secretary,  and  not 
to  disclose,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  the  contents  of 
the  said  plan:  That  no  member  furnish  any  person 
with  his  copy,  or  take  any  steps  by  which  the  said  plan 
may  be  reprinted ;  and  that  the  secretary  be  under 
the  like  injunction.)  And  that  in  the  printed  copy  the 
names  of  persons,  places  and  states.be  omitted. 

AUGUST  22,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  t^ke  into  con* 
sideration  the  plan  of  foreign  treaties. 
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AUGUST  27,  1776. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  plan  of  foreign 
treaties ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  sundry  amend- 
ments therein* 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  of  treaties,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  referred  to  the  cooimittee  who  brought  in 
the  original  plan,  in  order  to  draw  up  instructions  pur- 
suant to  the  amendments  made  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole. 

That  two  members  be  added  to  the  said  committee. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr. 
Wilson. 

AUGUST  29,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee,  to  whom  the  plan  of 
treaties,  with  the  amendments,  was  recommitted,  be 
empowered  to  prepare  such  farther  instructions  as  to 
them  shall  seem  proper,  and  make  report  thereof  to 
Congress. 


SEPTEMBER  17,  1776. 

To  be  imerted  after  the  Plan  of  a  Tceaty  to  be  proposed  to  His  Mott 

Christian  Majestj.    Page  27. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  instructions 
to  be  given  to  the  commissioners  to  foreign  states  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 
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SEPEMBER  18,  1776. 

CoDgress  took  loto  consideration  the  inftlructioiis  to 
the  commiMioDers,  and,  after  debate, 

Reaolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  tliereof  be 
postponed. 

SEPTEMBER  34,  177&. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  instruc- 
tions to  the  commissioners,  and  the  same  being  debated 
by  paragraphs,  and  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 


FEBRUARY  5,  1777. 

To  follow  proceedings  of  Jannaiy  S,  1777.    Pitge  4S. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of 
France  be  directed  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to 
send,  without  delay,  80,000  blankets,  40,000  complete 
suits  of  clothes,  for  soldiers,  of  green,  blue,  and  brown 
colours,  with  suitable  facings,  and  cloth  of  the  same 
colours,  with  trimming  sufficient  for  40,000  suits  more, 
100,000  pair  of  stockings,  fit  for  soldiers,  1,000,000  of 
flints,  and  200  tons  of  lead,  in  armed  vessels,  to  such 
parts  of  the  United  States,  as  the  secret  committee 
shall  direct ;  that  they  pledge  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  for  complying  with  their  contracts;  that  the 
several  states  be  requested  to  order  their  armed  vesseb 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  secret  committee ;  that  they  be  allowed  a 
reasonable  compensation  for  the  use  thereof,  with  th# 
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appraised  valile  of  Ba<:h  as  iaay  be  iofet ;  ahd  tlilit  one 
of  the  Dew  coatineacal  frigates,  with  tbe  anned  vessels 
which  may  be  Airnisbed  by  the  respective  states,  be 
enployed  by  the  secret  coomiittee,  to  eaqjiort  produce, 
and  import  military  stores  for  the  next  campaign. 

MARCH  13,  1777. 

Whereas  applications  are  frequently  made  to  Con- 
gress for  employment  in  the  continental  army  by  gen- 
tlemen from  Europe  of  various  nations,  who  may  very 
probably  have  great  merit,  but,  not  understanding  our 
language,  can  be  of  no  use  in  the  army  of  these  states  : 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspon- 
dence be  directed  forthwith  to  write  to  all  their  minis- 
ters or  agents  abroad,  to  discourage  all  gentlemen 
from  coming  to  America  with  expectation  of  em- 
ployment in  the  service,  unless  they  are  masters  of  our 
language,  and  have  the  best  recommendations. 

APRIL  17,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  style  of  the  committee  of  secrot 
correspondence  be  altered,  and  that,  for  the  future,  ii 
be  styled  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs. 


MAY  1,  1777. 

To  follow  proceedmg;8  of  May  1, 1777.    Page  44. 

Resolved,  That  fifty  blank  commissions  for  private 
ships  of  war,  with  an  equal  number  of  instructions  and 
resolutions  of  Congress  for  taking  or  destroying  the 
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vessek  of  the  sobjecU  of  Great  Britain,  be  delivered  to 
the  tommittee  for  foreign  affiiirs,  to  be  by  them  tians- 
mitted  to  the  coramittioners  at  the.  court  of  France. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  aftm  re- 
vise the  commissions  for  private  ships  of  war,  and  the 
instructions  heretofore  given  to  the  commanders  of  the 
said  ships,  and  report  such  alterations  and  amend- 
ments as  they  judge  proper  to  be  made  therein. 

Resolved,  That  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  for  ap- 
pointing commissioners  for  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Ber- 
lin and  Tuscany. 


JUNE  4,  1777. 

To  follow  proceediogs  of  May  31,  1777.    P&g*  46. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  slate  of  foreign  affairs ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under 
consideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  but,  not  hav- 
ing come  to  a  conchision,  desire  leave  to  sit  again. 
.  Resolved,  That  Congress,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the 
state  of  foreign  affairs. 


SEPTEiMBER  8,  1777. 

To  follow  proceedings  of  July  3,  1777.    Page  54. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 

committee  on  foreign  applications,  wherein  they  set 

forth. 
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^*  That  besides  a  number  of  officers,  who  are  come 
*'  from  Europe  and  Ihe  West  Indies  of  their  own  accord, 
"  to  solicit  for  rank  and  employment  in  the  American 
^*  armj,  there  are  others  who  have  proceeded  upon  the 
^^  encouragement  of  conventions  made  and  signed  at 
^  Paris,  by  Silas  Deane,  esquire^  as  agent  for  the  United 
'^  States  of  North  America ;  that  Mr.  Deane  had  no  aa* 
**  thority  to  make  such  conventions,  and  that  Congress 
'^  therefore  are. not  bound  to  ratify  or  fulfil  them." 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

NOVEMBER  21,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  Silas  Deane,  esquire,  be  recalled 
from  the  court  of  France;  and  that  the  committee  for 
foreign  a&irs  be  directed  to  take  proper  measures  for 
speedily  communicating  the  pleasure  of  Congress  here- 
in to  Mr.  Deane  and  the  other  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  France. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for 
choosing  a  commissioner  to  the  court  of  France,  in 
place  of  Silas  Deane,  esquire. 

NOVEMBER  33,  1777. 

Congress  having  received  information,  that  the  in- 
sidious enemies  of  the  United  States  of  America  have 
endeavoured  to  propagate  in  Europe  false  and  ground- 
less reports,  that  a  treaty  *had  been  held  between 
Congress  and  the  commissioners  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  by  which  it  was  probable  that  a  reconciliation 
would  take  place  :    . 

VOL.  II.  61 
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Be  it  declared  aad  resoUed,  That  tbe  cdminissioii- 
ers  of  the  said  United  States  at  the  sereral  co«na  in 
Europe  be  authoriaed  to  represent  lo  the  conrts  at 
which  they  reapectirely  reside,  that  no  treaty  what- 
ever has  bees  held  between  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
or  a<hy  of  his  eomniisaioners  and  the  said  United  Stales 
since  their  deda«^tion  of  iodependfen^e. 

And  whereas  the  cause  of  these  United  States  nay 
be  greatly  endangered,  aniess  suck  of  the  European 
powers  as  regard  tlie  rights  of  niiilkind  ahodld  inter- 
pose to  prevent  the  ungenerous  combination  of  other 
powers  against  the  liberties  of  the  said  states : 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  at  tbe  several  courts  in  Europe  be  directed  to 
apply  to  the  respective  courts,  and  request  their  imtne- 
dfafe  assistance  for  preventing  a  farther  embarkatioA 
of  foreign  troops  to  America,  and  also  to  orge  the 
necessity  of  their  acknowledging  the  independence  of 
these  states. 

Resolved,  That  all  proposals  for  a  treaty  between 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  his  commissioners, 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  inconsntent  with 
the  independence  of  the  said  states,  or  with  such  trea- 
ties or  alliances  as  may  be  formed  under  their  autho- 
rity, will  be  rejected  by  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  be  severally  directed  to  communicate  to  the  re- 
spective courts  tbe  purport  of  their  first  and  second  re- 
solutions when  they  think  it  eipedient,  and  to  suspend 
the  last  until  upon  a  general  consultation  of  the  com- 
missioners a  majority  shall  judge  it  necessary. 
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NOVEMBER  28,  1777. 

Coogreas  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  eominiwion< 
er  m  Ibe  room  of  Silas  Deane,  esquire ;  audi  llie  ballots 
being  taken, 

John  Adamsy  esquire,  a  deleegate  in  Gongressi  from 
MassachiisettA  Bay,  wa«  elected. 

Resolved,  That  William  Carroichael,  esquire,  be 
appointed  secretary  to  the  commissioners  ai  the  court 
of  France. 

DECEMBER  2,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  be  made  out  for  John 
Adams*  esquire,  similar  to  that  heretofore  granted  to 
the  commissioners  at  the  court  of  France. 

A  motion  was  made  for  obtaining  a  loan  of  money : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  commiltee  of 
three : 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Folsom,  Mr.  Duanc  aqd 
Mr.  Dana. 


DECEMBER  3,  1777. 

To  be  inserted  before  the  proceedings  of  December  3, 1777.    Page  SS* 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  (he  motion, 
made  yesterday  for  obtaining  a  loan  of  money,  broi^ht 
iQ' their  report,  which  w^s  taken  into  consideration: 
Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  re^olu* 
tions : 


4B4  BUPPLEMENT.  [Dec  8, 1777. 

The  quftntity  of  paper  mooey  iisaed  to  defray  the 
eecessary  expenses  ef  the  war  having  at  length  become 
so  considerable  as  to  endanger  its  credit,  and  Congress 
apprehending  that  the  slow  operation  of  taxes  may  not 
be  adequate  to  the  prevention  of  an  evil  so  pemicioas 
in  its  consequences ;  and  as  experience  proves  that  the 
method  of  paying  interest  by  bills  on  France  does  not 
fill  the  loan  offices  so  fast  as  the  uigent  calls  of  war 
demand : 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of 
France  and  Spain  be  directed  to  exert  their  utmost  en« 
deavours  to  obtain,  by  means  most  effectual  to  the  end, 
a  loan  of  two  millions  sterling,  on  the  faith  of  the  thir- 
teen United  States,  for  a  term  not  less  than  ten  years, 
with  permission  if  practicable  to  pay  the  same  sooner, 
if  it  shall  be  agreeable  to  these  states*  giving  twelve 
months  previous  notice  to  the  lender,  of  such  ioteotion 
to  return  the  money. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  money  borrowed,  &c.  See 
page  55. 


DECEMBER  8,  1777. 

To  foDow  proceedingf  oTDeceaiber  3, 1777.    Ptige  55. 

Whereas  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  Con- 
gress should  at  this .  critical  conjuncture  be  well  in- 
formed of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe ;  and  whereas 
Congress  have  resolved  that  the  honourable  Silas 
Deane,  esquire,  be  recalled  from  the  court  of  France, 
and  have  appointed  another  commissioner  to  supply 
his  place  there : 
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Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  write 
to  the  bonouraUe  Silas  Deane,  esquire,  and  direct  him 
to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  returning  to  Ameri- 
ca ;  and,  upon  his  arrival,  to  repair  with  all  possible 
despatch  to  Congress. 


FEBRUARY  9,  1778. 

To  IbDow  proceediDgB  of  Febmaiy  4,  1778.    Ptgc  50. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  em- 
powered  and  directed  to  write  to  the  commissioners  at 
the  court  of  France,  desiring  them  to  appoint  one  or 
more  suitable  persons  to  be  commercial  agents  for  con- 
ducting the  commercial  business  of  the  United  States 
in  France  and  other  parts  of  Europe. 

FEBRUARY  17,  1778. 

On  motion, 

That  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  be  directed  to 
write  to  the  commissioners  at  Paris,  and  direct  them, 
upon  the  application  of  the  executive  powers  of  any  of 
these  United  States,  to  apply  to  the  court  of  France  for 
an  extension  of  the  leave  of  absence  to  such  French 
oflScers  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  such 
state-*- 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Frost,  No.  ^No. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lovell,  Ay.  ^x 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  No.  >No. 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer,  No.  )  pi 

Mr.  Huntington,    Ay. }  '^'V'"^- 


m 


sypfuaiHT. 


li^viOi 


N^w  Jersftjr, 


PeDDBylfaniat 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
Norlh  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr*  WitbertpoMi,  Ajp. 

Mr,  Clark,  No, 

Mr.Scudder,         No. 


Mr.  Roberdeav, 

Mr.  J.  Smith, 
Mr.  Clingan, 


No, 


At. 


Mr.  M^Kean,         Ay.  ^Ar. 


Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Henry, 


aJ:  I  *'■ 


Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,     Ay*  ^X 

Mr.  P^nn,  Aj.  ^Ar. 

Mr.  Laurens,        Ay.  ^At. 

Mr.  Langworthy,  Ay.  )  . 
Mr.  Wood,  Ay.  5  ^'• 


So  it  was  resolved  ip  tbe  affiriDative. 


APRIL  13,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  in  France,  be  authorized  to  determine  and  settle 
with  the  house  of  Roderique  Hortales  and  Co.  the  com- 
pensation, if  any,  which  should  be  allowed  them  on  all 
merchandise  and  warlike  stores,  shipped  by  thera  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  previous  to  the  1 4th  day  of 
April,  1778,  over  and  above  tbe  commission  «Ho wed 
them  in  the  sixth  article  of  the  proposed  contract  be- 
tween the  committee  of  commerce  and  John  Babtiste 
Lazarus  Tbevepeau  de  Fraocey. 


1790.]  SUFFLDOEEIT.  491 


APRIL  16,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Bingham,  agent  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  now  resident  in  Martinique, 
be  authorized  to  draw  bills  of  exchange  at  double 
usance  on  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  at 
Paris,  for  any  sums,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  one 
hundred  thousand  livres  tournois,  to  enable  him  to  dis- 
charge debts  by  him  contracted  on  account  of  the  said 
states  ;  for  which  drafts  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

APRIL  31,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  take 
into  consideration  the  state  of  our  affairs  with  foreign 
courts,  and  the  instructions  to  the  commissioners  of 
Congress  at  such  courts. 

APRIL  30,  1778. 

Congress  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Itate  of  America  with  respect  to  foreign  nations,  when 
sundry  letters  and  papers  were  called  for  and  laid  on 
the  table,  and  the  reading  thereof  begun  and  continued 
to  one  o'clock. 

THRU   o'clock,  P«   M. 

« 

The  letters  and  papers  called  for  being  read,  a  mo- 
tion was  thereupon  made. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to*morrow. 
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MAY  1,  1778. 

THR^E   o'clock,   P.   II. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  state  of 
these  United  States  with  respect  to  foreign  nations : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  report  proper  instructions  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts. 

The  members  chosen — ^Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  G.  Mor- 
ris and  Mr.  Sherman. 


MAY  2,  1778. 

During  the  adjournment,  Mr.  Simeon  Deane,  brother 
to  Silas  Deane,  esquire,  one  of  the  commissioners  at 
the  court  of  Versailles,  arrived  express  from  France, 
with  sundry  important  despatches  :  Whereupon, 

Congress  was  convened,  and  the  despatches  opened 
and  read,  among  which  are  a  treaty  of  commerce  and 
a  treaty  of  alliance,  concluded  between  his  most  chris- 
tian maiesty  the  king  of  France  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  pn  the  6th  day  of  February,  1 778. 


MAY  4,  1778- 
To  be  inserted  before  tiie  proceedings  of  May  4, 1778.    Page  SI, 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  treaties  con- 
cluded between  his  most  christian  majesty  the  king  of 
France  and  the  United  States  of  America,  which  was 
read. 


1778.^  dUPPmSlEllT.  M 

THRIK   O^CLOCK,   F.   M. 

Congress  resamed  the  consideration  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  concluded  at  Paris,  the  6th  day 
of  February,  1778,  between  the  most  christian  king 
and  the  United  States  of  America ;  and  the  same  being 
read,  duly  weighed  and  considered, 

ResQlved,  unanimously,  That  the  same  be,  and  is 
hereby  ratified. 

Congress  also  took  into  consideration  the  treaty  of 
alliance,  concluded  at  Paris,  on  the  6th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1778,  between  the  most  christian  king  and  the 
United  States  of  America  ;  and  the  same  being  read, 
duly  weighed  and  considered. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  same  be,  and  is 
hereby  ratified. 

Congress  also  took  into  consideration  the  act  sepa- 
rate and  secret,  concluded  at  Paris,  the  6ih  day  of 
February,  1778,  between  his  most  christian  majesty 
and  the  United  States  of  America  ;  and  the  same  being 
duly  weighed. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  same  be,  and  is 
hereby  ratified. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  entertain  the  highest 
sense  of  the  magnanimity  and  wisdom  of  his  most  chris- 
tian majesty,  so  strongly  exemplified  in  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  and  the  treaty  of  alliance,  enter- 
ed into  on  the  part  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  with 
these  United  States,  at  Paris,  on  the  6tb  day  of  Feb- 
ruary last;  and  the  commissioners,  or  any  of  them, 
representing  these  states  at  the  court  of  France,  are 
directed  to  present  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of 
VOL.  II.  62 


I 
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this  Congress  to  his  most  christian  majesty,  for  bis 
truly  fHiafrnanimous  eonduct  respecting  these  states,  in 
the  s»id  geaerotts  and  distnterelted  treaiies,  and  )to  as- 
sume his  majejityy  on  tike  part  of  thia  Congress,  k  m 
sincerely  trished  that  the  frietidsbip  so  happily  con- 
iQ^nced  between  France  and  these  United  States  maj 
be  perpetual. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  the  form  of  a  ratification  of  the  foregoing 
treaties* 

The  members  chosen'— Mr.  R.  H*  Lee,  Mr.  Daaa 
Md  Mr*  Drayton. 

MAY  5,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners,,  or  anyoae.of 
Iben^  representing  these  states  at  the  court  of  France, 
be  instructed  to  inform  that  court,  that  although  Coo* 
gress  have  readily  ratified  the  treaty  of  amity  aai} 
comiperce  and  treaty  of  alliance,  an<l  the  actsepaiate 
and  secret  between  his  most  christian  majesty  and 
these  United  States,  ii^  order  to  ev f nee  mor^  clearly 
their  sense  of  the  magnanimity  and  goodness  of  his 
most  christian  majesjly  evidenced  in  the  said  treaties ; 
yet,  frpm  a  sincere  desiire  of  rendering  the  friendship 
and  alliance  so  happily  begun,  pcrm^ent  and  per* 
petual,  and  being  apprehensive  that  differences  may 
arise  from  the  llth  and  12th  articles  in  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce.  Congress  are  desirous  that  the 
said  1 1th  and  13th  articles  may  be  revoked  and  utterly 
expunged  : 
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The  commmioatrs,  or  to-y  one  of  thein,  are  ilMre« 
fort  iosinicted  to  oae  their  beat  endeavours  to  procure 
the  abolitioB  of  the  said  Jltb  aad  13tb  articles  of  the 
said  treaty* 

The  cossmiltee  appoieted  to  prepare  the  form  of  a 
ratification,  brought  in  the  same,  which  was  re^d^  aad 
agreed  (o  as  follows': 

• 

The  Congress  of  the  United  Slates  of  New  Hamp- 
shire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York» 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virgiaia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  by  the  grace  of  God,  sovereign,  free  and 
independent — To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents. 
Greeting : 

Whereae,  in  and  by  our  commission,  dated  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  30Ch  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sevenly^six, 
Beiijamin  Franklin,  one  of  the  delegates  in  Coogrese 
from  tha  siate  of  Pennsylvania,  and  president  of  the 
convention  of  the  said  stale,  &c.  Silas  Deaae,  late  a 
delegate  hota  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  Arthur 
Lee,  barrister  at  law,  were  nominated  and  appointed 
oar  coQiAissiooers,  wiUi  full  powers  to  treat,  agree  and 
conclude  with  his,  most  christian  majesty  the  kiog  of 
France,  or  with  such  person  or  persons  as  should  be 
by  him  for  that  purpose  authorized,  of  and  opon  a  true 
srvd  sincere  friendship,  ond  a  firm,  ioviolsbte  and  uni- 
verse) peace,  for  the  defence,  protection  and  safety  of 
the  navigation  and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects  of 
his  most  christian  majesty  and  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
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ed  States,  we,  promising  in  good  faith  to  ralify  what- 
soever our  said  commissioners  should  transact  in  the 
premises :  and  whereas  our  said  commisioners,  in  pur- 
suance of  their  full  powers,  on  the  6th  day  of  February 
last,  at  Paris,  with  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  royal 
syndick  of  the  city  of  Strasburg,  secretary  of  his  most 
christian  majesty's  council  of  state,  by  virtue  of  powers 
plenipotentiary  to  him  granted  by  his  most  christian 
majesty,  and  dated  the  30th  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight,  did  conclude  and  sign,  on  the  part  of  the  crown 
of  France,  and  of  the  United  States  of  America,  a  (trea- 
ty of  amity  and  commerce ;  or  treaty  of  alliance ;  or 
act  separate  and  secret)  in  the  following  words  : 

[Here  insert  the  respective  treaties  verbatim,  French 
and  English.] 

Now  KNOW  VE,  That  we,  the  said  Congress,  have 
unanimously  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  pre- 
sents do  ratify  and  confirm  the  said  treaty  and  every 
part,  article  and  clause  thereof,  on  our  part  concluded 
and  signed  as  aforesaid  ;  and  further  do  authorise  and 
direct  our  commissioners  at  the  court  of  France,  or 
any  of  them,  to  deliver  this  our  act  of  ratificatiuo  in 
exchange  for  the  ratification  of  the  said  treaty  on  the 
part  of  his  most  christian  majesty  the  king  of  France 
and  Navarre^ 

Done  in  Congress,  at  York  Town,  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  this  4th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven* 
ty-eight* 


In  lastmiony  whereof,  the  President,  by  order  of  die 
said  Congress,  hath  hereunto  subscribed  his  name 
and  affixed  his  seal. 

President,    [l,  s.] 

Attest.  Secretary* 

Ordered,  That  six  copies  of  the  treaties,  with  the 
ratification  agreed  to,  be  made  out  and  transmitted  by 
the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  to  the  eommissionen 
of  ^ the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  by  diffe* 
rent  conveyances. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  provide  ves- 
sels for  carrying  the  said  despatches. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
the  form  of  a  ratification,  be  directed  to  prepare  a  pro- 
per publication  on  the  present  occasion. 

MAY  6,  1778. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  publtcatioa, 
brought  in  a  draft,  which  was  read ;  and  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  G.  Morris  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

THBEB   o'clock,  P.   M. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  draft 
fer  publication,  brought  in  another  draft,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration,  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas  Congress  have  received  from  their  com* 
missio^rs  at  the  court  of  France,  copies  of  a  treaty  pt 
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aoiity  t«d  eonaaefte,  and  of  a  treaty  of  attttaee,  be- 
Uf«ea  ibe  crows  ^  Franee  and  diaae  Uftited  Siatcf, 
duly  entered  into  and  executed  at  Parta»  qa  the  6th 
day  of  Febraary  iast,  by  a  minister  properly  authorized 
by  his  most  christian  majesty  on  the  one  part,  and 
the  said  commissioners  on  the  other  part:  and 
whereas  Ika  said  treaties  have  been  naturely  consi- 
dered and  Qnatibnoualy  ratified  and  confirmed  bj  Cos* 
gtesa )  to  whkh  said  treaty  of  amity  and  coauBerco 
are  the  articks  fallowing, to  wit: 

[Here  insert  art.  6,  7,  14,  15,  16,  17,  90,  21,  35,  96, 
97  and  99,  with  the  form  of  the  passports*] 

Now,  therefore,  to  the  end  that  the  said  treaty  ouiy 
be  weU  and  faithfully  performed  and  kept  on  the  part 
and  bebatf  of  these  United  Slates, 

Resolved,  That  ail  eapCsins,  commanders,  and  other 
oflScers  and  seamen  belonging  to  any  vessels  of  war 
of  these  United  States^  or  any  of  them,  or  of  any  pri- 
vate  armed  vessels  commissioned  by  Congress,  and  all 
other  the  subjects  of  these  United  Statps,  do  govern 
thefliselves  strictly  in  all  things  according  to  Ae  above 
recited  articles ;  and  that  they  do  afford  the  same  aid 
and  proCettten  to  the  persons,  commerce  and  property 
of  the  subjects  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  as  is  dee 
to  the  persons,  commerce  and  property  of  the  inbabi* 
tami  erf  ihe«e  United  Slstes. 

And  farther  it  ia  recoifunended  to  ai4  the  infaobit^ats 
tf  theie  states  to  coasider  the  auKjecta  of  his  mast 
christian  OMJesty  as  their  brethren  and  alUesi,  Md  thai 
they  behave  towards  them  with  the  friendship  and  at* 
tention  due  to  the  subjects  of  a  great  prince,  who,  with 
Che  highest  magnanimity  and  wisdom,  hath  treated  with 


these  United  States  on  terms  of  perfect  equality  and 
mutual  advantage,  thereby  rendering  himself  the  pro- 
Itctor  of  the  rights  of  aMmktnd* 


MAY  7,  1778. 

ResolTed,  That  the  commissionert  appointed  for  the 
oomrU  of  Spain,  Tuacany,  Vienna  nod  Berlin,  sbonid 
Im  inaocfa  style  and  manner  at  their  respective  courts, 
as  they  may  find  suitable  and  neceatary  lo  support  the 
dignity  of  their  pubtick  character;  keeping  an  aooount 
of  their  expenses,  which  ahaH  be  reimbursed  by  the 
Congresaof  the  United  States  of  America* 

That,  besides  the  actual  expenses  of  theoommisston* 
ers,  a  handsome  ailovrance  be  made  to  each  of  them^ 
as  a  compensation  for  his  servtces. 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  other  courts  in  Eu* 
rope  be  empowered  to  draw  bills  of  exchange,  from 
lime  lo  lime,  for  (ho  amount  of  their  expenses,  upon  the 
commissioners  at  the  court  of  France. 

MAY  9,  1778. 

Whereas  there  are  more  captains  in  the  navy  than 
there  are  ships  provided  for  them : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  a&irs 
write  to  tlie  commissioners  of  the  United  States  at 
foreign  courts,  and  inform  them,  that  Congress  expect 
they  will  not  recommend  any  foreign  sea^officere,  nor 
f}V€  any  of  them  the  least  expectation  of  being  cm* 
ptoyed  as  captains  in  the  navy  of  the  Untied  Stales. 


4iS  StftiPLEMENT.  [M«j9, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  Congress  have  received  informatioa  and 
complaints  ^^  that  violences  have  been  done  by  Ameri- 
"  can  armed  vessels  to  neutral  nations,  in  seizing  ships 
^  belonging  to  their  subjects  and  under  their  colours, 
^  and  in  making  captures  of  those  of  the  enemy  whilst 
"  under  the  protection  of  neutral  coasts,  contrary  to 
**  the  usage  and  custom  of  nations  :''  To  the  end,  that 
such  unjustifiable  and  piratical  acts,  which  reflect  dis- 
honour upon  the  national  character  of  these  states, 
may  be  in  future  effectually  prevented,  the  said  Coo* 
gress  hath  thought  proper  to  direct,  enjoin  and  com- 
mand, and  they  do  hereby  direct,  enjoin  and  command, 
all  captains,  commanders,  and  other  officers  and  seamen 
belonging  to  any  American  armed  vessels,  to  govern 
themselves  strictly  in  all  things  agreeably  to  the  tenor 
of.  their  commissions,  and  the  instructions  and  resolu- 
tions of  Congress ;  particularly  that  they  pay  a  sacred 
regard  to  the  rights  of  neutral  powers  and  the  usage  and 
custom  of  civilized  nations,  and  on  no  pretence  what- 
ever presume  to  take  or  seize  any  ships  or  vessels  be- 
longing to  the  subjects  of  princes  or  powers  in  alliance 
with  these  United  States,  except  they  are  employed 
in  carrying  contraband  goods  or  soldiers  to  our  ene- 
mies, and  in  such  case  that  they  conform  to  the  stipu- 
lations contained  in  the  treaties  subsisting  between 
such  princes  or  powers  and  these  states ;  and  that  they 
do  not  capture,  seize  or  plunder  any  ships  or  vessels 
of  our  enemies,  being  under  the  protection  of  neutral 
coasts,  nations  or  princes,  under  the  penalty  of  beiog 
condignly  punished  therefor,  and  also  of  being  bound 
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to  make  satisfttction  for  aU  matten  of  daqtage  and  thei 
interest  thereof  by  reparation,  under  the  pains  and  obli« 
gation  of  their  peftons  and  goods.  And  further,  the 
said  Congress  doih  hereby  resolve  and  declare,  that 
persons  wilfoily  offending  in  any  of  the  foregoing  in- 
stances, if  taken  by  any  foreign  powers  in  consequence 
thereof,  will  not  be  considered  as  having  a  right  to 
^im  protection  from  these  states,  but  shall  suffer  such 
punishment  as  by  the  usage  and  custom  of  nations  may 
be  inflicted  upon  ench  offenders* 

Given  in  Congress,  at  York,  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, this  ninth  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini,  1778. 


MAY  11,  1778. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  unto  us,  that  a 
certain  snow,  called  *'  Our  Lady  of  Mount  Carmel  and 
"St.  Anthony,''  said  to  be  the  property  of  Messrs. 
John  Ignatius  de  Oliveria  Perceira,  and  Anthony  dies 
dos  Santos,  subjects  of  his  most  faithful  majesty  the 
king  of  Portugal,  and  bound  from  the  Brasils  to  Fayal, 
was  taken  on  the  high  seas  by  a  private  armed  vessel 
commissioned  by  these  United  States,  and  sent  as  a 
prize  in^o  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay :  that  the 
same  vessel,  being  duly  libelled  in  the  courts  of  the 
said  state,  was  acquitted  ;  and  that  no  owner  hath  ap- 
peared to  claim  the  said  snow  and  her  cargo,  the  mas- 
ter of  the  said  snow  having,  as  is  said,  been  sent  home 
in  another  vessel  at  his  own  request,  by  the  master  of 
the  said  armed  vessel :  And  whereas  it  hath  been  fur- 
ther represented  unto  us,  that  divers  of  the  commodi- 
voL.  II.  63 
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ties  in  the  said  snow  contained  are  perishable ;  that 
damage  may  arise  from  permitting  the  vessel  and  car* 
go  to  continue  in  their  present  sitfhtiony  and  that  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  send  die  said  snow  to  the  place 
of  ber  former  destinatipn,  as  she  might  be  made  prize 
of  by  ships  in  the  service  of  the  king  of  Great  Brt* 
tain: 

Now  therefore,  to  4he  end  that  right  may  in  this 
behalf  be  done, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  of  the  said  state 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  be  requested  to  make  sale,  with 
all  convenient  speed,  in  the  best  manner  and  for  the 
most  money  possible,  of  the  said  snow  and  her  cargo, 
to  deposit  the  net  proceeds  thereof,  after  deducting  all 
costs  and  charges,  wbich  shall  then  be  due  thereon,  in 
the  publick  funds  of  these  United  States;  and  to 
transmit  an  exact  account  thereof  to  the  committee  of 
foreign  aiTairs. 

That  the  said  committee  do  transmit  such  accooot 
and  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  admiral- 
ty relative  to  the  said  snow,  together  with  these  resolu- 
tions, to  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  these 
states,  who  may  then  be  and  reside  at  the  court  of  his 
most  christian  majesty ;  and. 

That  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  do  in- 
form the  ambassador  or  resident  of  his  most  faithful 
majesty  at  the  said  court,  of  the  premises;  in  order 
cthat  the  lawful  and  rightful  owners  of  the  said  snow  and 
her  cargo  may  obtain  proper  certificates  and  autben- 
tick  proof  of  their  property  in  the  same,  and  thereby 
be  enabled,  either  personally  or  by  their  lawful  at- 
torney, to  appear,  demand  and  receive  the  moneys  so 
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deposited  as  aforesaid,  together    with    the   interest 
thereof. 

It  is  nevertheftss  provided,  That  nothing  in  the 
foregoing  resolutions  contained,  shall  be  construed  to 
bar  the  lawful  and  rightful  owners  of  the  said  snow 
and  of  her  cargo,  from  their  action  or  actions  against 
the  master  or  owners  of  the  said  private  armed  vessd, 
or  any  of  them,  for  damages  sustained  beyond  the  mo-, 
ney  so  to  be  deposited  by  reason  of  the  capture  afore- 
said ;  any  clause  or  article  thereof  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

On  the  question  put,  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  reso-^ 
hitton,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required — 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Dana, 


Ay.  I 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 


New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,, 


Delaware^ 
Maryland^ 


Mr.  Ellery,  No.  >^No. 

Mr.  Sherman,  No.  ^ 

Mr.  Huntington,  No.  >  No.. 

Mr.  Wolcott,  No. ) 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  Ay.  ^X 

Mr.  Scudder,  No.  )-No. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  J.  Smith,  Ay.  >  Ar» 

Mr*  GHngan,  No. ) 

Mr.  M^Kean,  Ay.  ^Ay.  . 


Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Henry, 
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Virginia, 


Mr.  R.  H.  Lm^    Ay. ) 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,     Ay.  > 
Mr.  T.  Adams,     Ay.  \ 


At. 


SouUi  Carolina,        Mr.  Laurens,        No.  ^ 

Mr.  Matthews,      No.  >  No. 
Mr.  Hutson,  Ay.) 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  Ay.  ^At. 

« 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


MAY  16,  1778. 

Resolve-I,  That  the  invoice  of  articles  to  be  import- 
ed from  France,  together  with  the  list  of  medicines,  ap> 
proved  by  Congress,  be  signed  by  the  committee  of 
commerce,  and  transmitted  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  United  States  at  Paris,  who  are  authorized  and 
directed  to  apply  to  the  house  of  Roderique  Hortales 
and  Co.  for  such  of  the  said  articles  as  they  shall  not 
have  previously  purchased  or  contracted  for. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  invoices  be  delivered 
to  Mons.  de  Francey,  agent  for  Roderique  Hortales 
and  Co.  together  with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  reso- 
lution. 

Resolved,  That  the  articles  to  be  shipped  by  the 
house  of  Roderique  Hortales  and  Co.  be  not  insured, 
but  that  notice  be  given  to  the  commissioners  at  France, 
that  they  may  endeavour  to  obtain  convoy  for  the  pro- 
tection thereof. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  governour  Livingston's 
letter  of  April  37th,  respecting  the  horses  purchased  for 
the  use  of  the  continental  army,  at  the  request  of  the 
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committee  of  Congress  in  ctmp,  be  transmitted  to  the 
quartermaster  general ;  and  that  be  be  ordered  imme- 
diately to  pay  for  such  horses,  and  settle  the  accounts 
with  the  persons  employed  to  make  the  purchases, 
agreeably  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  governour  en^ 
gaged. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  aflbirs 
report  such  alterations  in,  or  additions  to,  the  instruc- 
tions and  commissions  given  to  the  commissioners  at 
the  courts  of  Berlin,  Vienna  and  Tuscany,  as  they  may 
think  expedient. 


JUNE  1,  1778. 

To  fdlow  proceedii^  of  May  S8, 1778.    Page  91. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  instructions  to 
the  commissioners  in  Europe ;  and  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  recommitted,  and  that  three 
members  be,  for  this  purpose,  added  to  the  committee 
for  foreign  affairs,  who  reported  the  same. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Duer  and 
Mr.  Smith. 

THREE   o'clock,   P.   K. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  instructions  to  the  com- 
missioners  of  the  United  States  at  the  several  courts 
in  Europe  were  recommitted,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  and  after  some 
debate  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 
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JUNE  2,  1778. 

THEBB   o'oiiOCKi  P.  V» 

Congress  resumed  the  coosideration  of  the  instmc- 
tioDs  of  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  at 
foreign  courts ;  and  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

JULY  14,  1778. 

The  sieur  Gerard  being  arrived  in  toirn,  and  having 
delivered  to  the  President  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  his 
most  christian  majesty,  signed  Louis,  and  underneath 
Gravier  de  Vergennes,  the  same  was  read :  Where- 
upon, 

'  Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  sieur  Gerard  be 
received  as  minister  plenipotentiary  from  bis  most 
christian  majesty  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 


SEPTEMBER  4,  1778. 

To  follow  proceediogB  of  Aagnst  6, 17TB.    Page  97. 

Congress  being  informed  that  the  books  and  papen 
of  Thomas  Morris,  late  commercial  agent  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  France,  are  deposited  with  the  comnas* 
sioners  at  the  court  of  France,  or  some  of  them^  and 
the  honourable  Robert  Morris,  esquire,  surviving  part- 
ner and  administrator  of  the  deceased,  applying  to  this 
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hoase  to  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  him,  so 
that  he  may  proceed  to  a  settlement  of  the  estate,  &c* 
Ordered,  That  the  commissioners  or  commissioner, 
who  shall  be  possessed  of  the  said  books  and  papers 
when  this  order  arrives,  deliver  the  same,  both  pub- 
Uck  and  private,  to  the  said  Robert  Morris,  or  to  his 
order. 

SEPTEMBER  II,  1778. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  is  essential  to  the 
interest  and  honour  of  these  United  States,  that  a  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  be,  without  delay,  appointed  to  re- 
present these  states  at  the  court  of  France. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned 
for  electing  a  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
France. 


SEPTEMBER  14,  1778. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary to  the  court  of  France ;  and,  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  letter  of  credence  to  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesty, notifying  the  appointment  of  doctor  B.  Franklin, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  at  the 
court  of  France. 

That  the  said  committee  also  prepare  a  draft  of  in- 
structions to  the  minister  plenipotentiary. 
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The  members  chosen^^Mr*  G.  Morris,  Mr.  ChuOf 
Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  of  credence,  received 
through  the  hands  of  the  minister  of  France  aod  the 
eoont  d'Estaiog,  be  referred  to  the  said  coosmitlee. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from 
Mr.  S.  Dcane,  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

SEPTEMBER  16,  1778. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  of 
the  lltb,  from  Mr.  Deane:  Whereupon,  a  motion  was 
made. 

That  Mr.  Deane  be  directed  to  attend  Congress  on 
Friday  morning  next,  to  answer  such  questions  as  the 
members  may  propose  to  him,  for  the  better  ander^ 
standing  of  the  state  and  progress  of  publick  affairs 
during  his  mission  in  France. 

SEPTEMBER  18,  1778. 

TBREB  o'clock,    P.   M. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters 
Irom  the  honourable  Arthur  Lee,  of  6th,  15th  aod  31st 
January,  1778,  and  the  letter  of  16tb  January,  1778, 
from  the  honourable  B.  Franklin  and  S.  Deane, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read :  Whereapon, 

A  member  in  his  place  informed  the  house,  that  be 
had  information  that  W.  Carmichael  had  charged  Mr. 
Deane  with  misapplication  of  the  publick  money,  Ac. 


Being  calfed  upon  to  reduce  ibis  iafertiifttion  <o  vrit- 
ing,  he  delivered  .in  a  paper,  whicli  was  read  as  fel* 
lows  :— 

^  R.  H.  Lee  is  informed,  Uiat  Mr.  Cardiicbael  did 
^^  soane  time  in  the  last  spring  or  winter  saj,  in 
■^  Nantety  that  he  knew  Mr.  Deane  had  misapplied  the 
*<  publick  money ;  and  that  Mr.  Carmichael  did  in 
**  strong  terms,  reprobate  Mr.  Diane's  conduct  both  in 
<'  his  publick  and  private  character :  That  Mr.  Car- 
"  michael  said  an  open  rupture  had  taken  place  be- 
*'  tween  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  and  the  gentlemen  at  Passy ; 
**  that  they  had  come  to  a  resolution  to  do  business 
^  without  consulting  Mr.  Lee  on  any  occasion ;  and 
"  that  he  (Mr.  Carmichael)  knows  the  excuse  will  be 
*'  made  to  Congress,  that  the  French  ministry  have  de* 
*'  sired  it,  though  he  does  not  doubt  that  desire  has 
^'  arose  from  Mr.  Deane's  insinuations :  That  Mr. 
^'  Carmichael  condemned  Mr.  Deane's  conduct  to- 
'^  wards  Mr.  Lee,  and  was  pointedly  severe  in  repro- 
^*  bating  the  system  and  measures  that  he  had  pmyued 
^*  in  his  publick  character,  and  which  he  said  he  would 
^*  fully  unfold  when  he  came  to  America.^' 


It 


SEPTEMBER  22,  177e. 


Whereas  information  hath  been  given  to  Congress, 
.IVom  which  it  is  probable  that  William  Carmichael, 
esquire,  is  possessed  of  a  knowledge  of  the  conduct. of 
Silas  Deane,  esquire,  late  commissioner  at  >  the  court 
6f  Versailles,  touching  the  application  ot  the  publick 
moneys  of  these  United  States,  and  other  matters  refal** 
ing  to  his  publick  character: 
VOL.  ir.  ^4 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  WilUfen  Camichael  Ue 
directed  to.  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  house  this  aiiter^ 
noon,  to  be  examined  in  .the  premises. 

Whereas  certain  dissenttpns,  detrimental  to  the  pob> 
lick,  service,  are  said  to  have  existed  among  the  Ame* 
ricsn commissioners  in  Europe: 

Resolved,  That  the  s^id  William  Garnfticbael  be  also 
examined,  toachitig  thei!  said  disseniions,  and  the  oon- 
duct  of  (he  said  commissioners,  as  far  aa  the  same  any 
have  come  Iq  bis  knowledge. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  consideration  of  the  letter  of  the 
honourable  Silas  Deane,  esquire,  be  postponed  mitil 
the  examination  of  William  Carmichael,  esquire,  is 
taken,  and  that  Mr.  Deane  be  informed  thereof. 

THRKE   0'CL0€K|   Pb  V. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  be  examined  apon 
oath :  that  Mr.  Secretary  take  down  in  writing,  the 
Questions  propounded,  and  the  answers  given  to  them. 


SEPTEMBER  25,  1778. 

To  follow  proceediosi  of  Sqitember  22,  t778.    Paft  10  J. 

A  letter,  of  the  34lh,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read, 
intimating,  that  he  is  informed  ^'  that  letters  from  Mr. 
'^  Izard,  reflecting  on  his  character  and  conduct  whilst 
^'  in  the  service  of  the  publick  abroad,  have  been  read 
^  in  Congress,"  and  requesting  *^  to  be  furnished  with 
"  copies  thereof,  and  that  be  may  be  permitted  to  wait 
'<  on  Congress,  and  to  be  heard  in  his  vindicatioo.'^ 


lilB.}  SUPPLEMB19T.  ^7 

Ordered,  That  Mr*  Deane  be  furnished  with  ex- 
tracts of  all  such  parts  of  Mr.  Izard's  letters,  read  in  this 
hoase  on  the  19th,  as  relate  to  his  publick  character^ 

4 

I 

SEPTEMBER  36,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  be  directed  to  attend 
at  the  bar  of  this  house  on  Monday  afternoon  at  three 
o'clock,  to  be  examined,  touching  the  matter  set  forth 
in  the  resolution  of  the  22d. 

Ordered,  That  Tuesday  afternoon  be  assfgned  for 
hearing  the  honourable  Silas  Deane,  esquire ;  and  that 

be  be  notified  to  attend  on  that  day  at  three  oH:lock« 

« 

.  SEPTEMBER  28,  1778* 

THRBB   o'clock,    P.    lt« 

Mr.  Carmichael  attending,  was  called  in  and  sworn,, 
and  sundry  questions  being  asked,  and  answers  ceturn- 
ed,  he  had  leave  to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Camichael  attend  at  the  bar  of 
this  house  on  Wednesday  next,  ai  ten  o'clock,  to  b^ 
farther  examined^ 

SEPTEBfBER  29,  177^. 

Ordered,  That  the  bearing  of  Mr.  Deane  be  post-^ 
poned  till  the  examination  of  Mr«  Carmichael  is  finish^ 
ed  J  and  that  Mr.  Deane  be  informed  thereof,. 
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SEPTEMBER  30,  1778. 

Mr.  Carmicbael  attending,  according  ta  order,  was 
called  in,  and  the  bouse  proceeded  in  his  ezaminaiion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmicbael  attend  on  Friday  af- 
ternoon, to  be  further  examined. 

OCTOBER  3,  1778. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Con- 
gress a  letter  of  June  1st,  from  the  honourable  A.  LeCi 
at  Paris,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  honourable  Silas  Deane,  esquire, 
be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  said  letler^^so  far  as  re- 
lates to  him. 

OCTOBER  5,  1778. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmicbael  attend  this  after- 
noon, at  four  o^clock,  to  be  further  examined. 

THRXB   o'clock,  P.   M. 

Mr.  Carmichael  attending,  according  to  order,  wu 
called  in,  and  being  further  examined,  was  ordered  to 
withdraw. 


OCTOBER  13,  1778. 

To  follow  proceedings  of  October  6, 1778.    Page  103^ 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Witherspoon  be  added  to  the 
Committee  for  preparing  instructions  to  doctor  Frank*- 
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lin,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the 
coart  of  France. 


OCTOBER  14,  1778. 

A  letter  of  the  13th,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read, 
accompanied  with  his  remarks  on  the  extracts  from  the 
letters  of  Mr*  Izard,  and  also  his  remarks  on  the  ex- 
tracts from  the  letters  of  Mr.  A.  Lee,  with  which  Mr* 
Deane  was  furnished. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  remarks  on  the  extracts 
of  Mr.  Izard's  letters  be  made  out  and  transmitted 
to  Mr.  Izard  ;  and  that  Mr.  President  be  famished  with 
a  duplicate  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  remarks  on  the  extracts 
of  Mr.  Izard's  and  Mr.  Lee's  letters  be  made  out  and 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  the 
further  examination  of  Mr.  VF.  Carmichael ;  and  that 
Mr.  Carmichael  be  directed  to  attend  on  that  day. 


OCTOBER  15,  1778. 

To  Mom  proceediDgs  of  October  15, 1778.    Psge  108. 

A  letter  of  the  S8th  of  June  last,  from  Mr.  Izard,  at 
Paris,  with  sundry  papers  accompanying  the  same^. 
were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the 
members. 
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OCTOBER  21,  1778. 

To  fellow  proc6edm^  of  October  21, 1778.    Pige  107. 

Resolved,  That  the  miDister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  the  coori  of  Versailles  be 
direoteli  to  catase  an  elegant  sword,  with  proper  devices, 
to  be  made  and  presented,  in  the  nlame  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette. 


OCTOBER  24,  1778. 

To  follow  proceediQgB  of  October  S2, 1778.    Fagt  137. 

Some  further  instructions  to  the  minister  pleoipoten^ 
tiary  at  the  court  of  France  were  taken  into  consider- 
tio/i ;  and,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  recommitted ;  and  tkai 
Mr.  Duer  be  added  tq  the  committee* 

OCTOBER  26,  1778. 

The  committee  having  again  brought  in  a  draft  of 
further  instructions  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Fraoce^tho  same  were 
agreed  to« 

N.  B.  The  further  instructions  were  the  e^htb  arti- 
cle^ and  the  plan  of  attack,  and  what  relates  there- 
to :  and  hence  it  was,  that  the  whole,  being  blended 
together,  were  dated  the  26th  October. 
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DECEMBER  5,  1778. 

A  letter  of  tbe  f  tb^  from  S«  Deane,  esquire,  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  evening  be  assigned  for 
hearing^  Mr.  Deane,  and  that  he  be  notified  to  Mtend. 


DECEMBER  7,  1778. 

The  President  informed  Congress,  that  on  Saturday 
fast  he  received  two  letters  from  the  honourable  R, 
Izard:  That,  like  the  former,  these  letters  contain 
matters  of  publick  and  private  nature ;  but  as  the 
house  have  determined  not  to  receive  extracts  of  let- 
ters, he  submitted  them  entire,  being  persuaded  that  it 
is  Mr.  laard's  desire  that  all  poblick  matters  should  be 
communicated  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  be  received. 

The  letters  were  accordingly  received  and  read, 
viz.  one  of  July  25,  and  the  other  of  September  19, 
1 778. 

SIX  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Resolved,  That  Silas  Deane,  esquire,  report  to  Con- 
gress in  writing,  as  soon  as  may  be,  his  agency  of  their 
affairs  in  Europe,  together  with  any  intelligence  respect- 
ing their  foreign  affairs  which  he  may  judge  proper. 

That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed,  that  if  he  hath  any 
thing  to  communicate  to  Congress  in  the  interim,  of 
immediate  importance,  he  shall  b^  heard  to-morrow 
evening  at  jsix  o'clock^ 
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Ur.  Deane  attending,  was  called  in,  and  the  forego- 
ing resolutions  were  read  to  bim. 

DECEMBER  ^j  1778. 

A  letter  of  the  21st,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane  was  read,  in* 
forming  Congress  ihat  he  has  committed  to  writing  as 
particular  an  account  of  his  agency  of  their  affairs  in 
Europe  as  his  situation  will  permit  him,  and  that  he 
waits  the  pleasure  of  Congress  to  lay  the  same  before 
them. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed  that  Congress 
will  meet  this  evening  at  six  o'clock,  to  receive  his  in- 
formation, and  that  he  attend  at  that  time. 

SIX  o'clock,  p.  k. 

According  to  order,  Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called 
in,  and  proceeded  to  read  his  written  informaiion ;  but 
not  having  time  to  finish. 

Ordered,  That  be  attend  to*aiorrow  at  ten  o'clock, 
and  proceed  in  his  information, 

DECEMBER  23,  1778. 

According  to  order,  Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called 
in,  and  proceeded  in  his  information  ;  and  having  gone 
through  what  he  had  written,  he  produced  sundry  let- 
ters and  papers,  which  he  desired  might  be  read.  Upon 
a  letter  of  April  7,  from  doctor  Franklin,  to  him,  be- 
ing read,  Mr.  Deane  desired  leave  to  say  something  in 
explanation  of  the  last  clause  of  the  said  letter,  which 
respects  a  negotiator,  "who,  as  the  letter  mentions,  is 
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'^  gone  baek  apparently  inach  cbagrined  at  hit  little 
«  success,  a-nd  io  which  doctor  Franklin  says  he  has 
*'  promised  him  faitbfullyy  that  since  his  proposilioos 
"could  not  be  accepted,  .ih«y  should  be  buried  in  ob- 
^^  livion ;  and  therefore  earnestly  desires  that  Mi  •  Deane 
^^  would  pot  that  paper  immediately  in  the  fire,  on  the 
^*  receipt  of  the  letter,  without  taking  or  suffeiiJEig  to  be 
"  taken  any  copy  of  it,  or  communicating  its  contents.^' 

As  he  was  proceeding  to  explain  this  matter,  a  mo- 
tion was  made,  That  Mr.  Deane  withdraw. 

Mr.  Deane  accordingly  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  then  made, 

That  Mr.  Deane  be  called  in  and  informed,  that  if  he 
has  any  thing  further  to  report,  he  lay  it  before  Congress 
in  writing. 

In  lieu  of  which  it  was  n^oved,  as  an  amendment, 

That  Mr.  Deane  be  permittied  to  proceed  in  his  ver- 
bal explanation,  referred  to;  and  that  it  he  afterwards 
reduced  to  writing,  if  Congress  shall  judge  it  necessary. 

The  ameudm^Qt  being  received,  o  division  was  call- 
ed for,  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  clause,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery— 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,        Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Frost,  Ay.  5  ^^• 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr«  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  No.  ^  j),^,j,„. 

Mr.  CoUms, 

Conneeticfit,  Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Root, 

VOL.   II.  <»5 


su 


New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

PeonsjIvaDia, 

Delaware, 

Virginia, 


aOPPLEUKSIT* 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  DoaDe, 


IPecH 


Mr 
Mr 


'.  Witherspoon,  Ay. )  < 
,FeII,  Ay.p^' 


Mr.  Roberdeau,    Ay.  ^At. 
Mr.  M^Kean,         Ay.  ^Ar. 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Barke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Hutson, 


A7. 

No.  >  Ay. 
Ay. 

AX;  U. 


Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  Ay.  ^Air. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to.  the  second  clauae,  the 
yeas  and  nays  bebg  required  by  Mr.  Ellery — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Frost, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Loveil, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


Rhodt  Island, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  ColliDs, 


Ay.  I 
Ay.] 


At. 


iTia) 
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CoDoecticut, 


New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Virginia, 


North  Carolinai 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 


Ay. 

Ay.  >  At. 

Ay. 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay.  )  . 
Mr.  Fell,  Ay.  5  ^^• 

Mr.  Roberdeau,    Ay.  ^At. 

Mr.  M^Kean,         Ay.  ^Ar. 


Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Willianui, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Hutson, 


Ay. 
Ay.  >  Ar. 
No. 

Ay.^ 
Ay.J 


Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  No.  ^No. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  inform  Mr.  Deane  that 
Congress  will  give  him  notice  of  the  time  when  he  shall 
attend  again,  which  will  prohubly  be  this  evening. 


DECEMBER  36,  1778. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  notified  to  attend  Cob< 
gress  on  Monday  next  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m. 


DECEMBER  31,  1778. 

A  letter  of  the  30th,  from  Mr.  Deane,  was  read,  in- 
forming  that  he  waits  the  orders  of  Congress,  and  ffaal 
he  has  received  letters  which  he  is  desiroos  to  cotnmii- 
nicate  personally,  which  relate  to  parts  of  his  narfatkm; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered)  That  Mr.  Dcane  be  notified  to  attend  im- 
mediately. 

Mr.  Deane^  attending,  was  called  In,  and  gave  fur* 
ther  information  iii  writing,  and  having  finished. 

Ordered,  That  he  withdraw  into  the  next  room. 

Accordingly  he  withdrew :  Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made, 

That  a  day  be  now  assigned  for  Mr.  Deane  to  at- 
tend CongrebS,  that  such  questions  may  be  asked  as  the 
house  shall  think  proper,  to  elucidate  the  subject  of 
his  narrative* 

Question  pu(| 

Passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr«  Deane  be  called  in  and  infonD- 
ed,  that  he  has  leave  to  withdraw,  and  that  Congress 
will  notify  to  him  their  future  orders. 

Mr.  Deane,  being  called  in,  was  informed  of  the 
foregoing  order,  and  withdrew. 


JANUARY  14,  1779. 

To  foflovr  proceedings  of*  Janoaiy  1^  1779.   Page  130u 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  house  by  the 
honourable  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
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France,  that  '*  it  is  pretended  the  United  States  bave 
*'  preserved  the  liberty  of  treating  with  Great  Britain 
'^  separately  from  their  ally,  as  long  as  Great  Britain 
^  shall  not  have  declared  war  against  the  king  his 
"  master :"  Therefore, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  as  neither  France  or 
these  United  States  may  of  right,  so  these  United  States 
will  not  conclude  either  truce  or  peace  wiib  the  com- 
mon enemy^  without  the  formal  consent  of  their  ally 
first  obtained  ;  and  that  any  matters  or  things  which 
nay  be  insinuated  or  asserted  to  the  contrary  thereof 
tend  to  the  injury  and  dishonour  of  the  laid  states. 

JANUARY  20,  1779. 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  mem- 
ber  from  each  state,  be  appointed  to  take  into  conside- 
ration the.  foreign  affairs  of  these  United  States,  and 
also  the  conduct  of  the  late  and  present  commissioners 
of  these  states  in  Europe,  and  report  thereon. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerryi 
Mr.  Ellcry,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Fell,  Mr. 
Searle,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Langworthy. 


JANUARY  26,  1779. 

To  foDow  proceediogs  of  Janaaxy  15,  1779.    Page  1^1, 

Mr.  M.  Smith  laid  before  Congress  sundry  papers, 
which  he  informed  the  house  contained  matters  of  pub- 
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lick  iDformation,  and  which  Ike  delegates  of  Viff kiia 
were  instructed  to  lay  before  Congress.  The  papers 
being  read,  «re, 

First.  An  account,  headed  '^  sums  advanced  for  the 
^<  state  of  Virginia,  by  the  honourable  Arthur  Lee, 
*^  esquire,  dated  the  3d  of  September,  1 778,'^  and  on« 
dersigned  ''  a  true  copy,  H«  Ford,  secretary  ;^'  on 
which  is  endorsed  aii  follows,.  *^  the  delegates  from  the 
^^  state  of  Virginia  are  instructed  to  lay  this  paper  be» 
'^  fore  Congress,  with  a  view  to  inform  them  that  Heae* 
"  kiah  Ford,  who  signs  it  as  secretary  to  the  honoura* 
^'  ble  Arthur  Lee,  hath  been  and  is  considered  by  the 
<^  governour  and  council  of  this  state  as  an  enemy  to 
^'  the  American  cause  of  independence,  and  by  no 
^'  means  a  fit  subject  to  be  near  the  person  of  an  Ameri- 
<<  can  commissioner  in  Europe^  or  intrusted  with  any 
"  of  the  secrets  of  the  United  or  of  their  allies.  Ja- 
"nuary  the  35tb,  1779." 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  foreign  afiairs  com-* 
mnnicate  to  the  honourable  Mr.  A.  Lee,  by  the  first 
opportunity,  the  purport  of  the  above  endorsement, 
that  he  may  be  acquainted  with  the  character  of  Mr. 
Ford, 

FEBRUARY  13,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  inform  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  that  Con- 
gress will  take  the  subject  of  his  memorials  of  the 
9th  instant  into  immediate  consideration  ;  and  that  if 
he  wishes  to  communicate  any  thing  farther  to  them, 


s 
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CoDgrets  will  reeeiTe  the  same  from  him  in  a  private 


Resolvedy  That  all  private  audiences,  given  to  foreign 
ministers,  he  held  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house* 

FEBRUARY  15,  1779. 

The  President  acquainted  the  house  that,  pursuant 
to  their  order,  he  had  informed  the  minister  of  France 
thai  Congress  will  take  his  memorials  of  the  9th  into 
immediate  consideration ;  and  that  if  he  wishes  to  com- 
municate any  thing  farther  to  them,  Congress  will  re- 
ceive the  same  in  a  private  audience*  That  the  minis* 
ter  wished  to  make  farther  communication  to  Congress, 
and  would  attend  the  house  at  twelve  o'clock  this  day. 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  attending 
agreeably  to  bis  appointment,  Congress  was  resolved 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole*  After  the  minister  bad 
withdrawn,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr* 
F*  L*  Lee  reported,  that  the  minister  has  bad  a 
private  audience  and  free  conference  with  the  commit- 
tee ;  that  the  commiltee  have  come  to  no  resolutions 
thereon,  and  desire  leave  to  sit  again. 


FEBRUARY  24,  1779. 

To  follow  pn)ceed]Dgi  of  Febmaiy  23, 1779.    Page  137. 

A  letter  of  November  7th,  1778,  from  Benjamin 
Franklin,  A*  Lee,  and  J.  Adams,  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris,  was  read,  enclosing  copies  of 
letters  that  passed  between  the  said  commissioners  and 


no  fiUPPLfaiBNT.  |TfU  Mi, 

moDfiieur  (be  count  de  Vergennes,  relattTe  to  m  nego- 
tiation to  be  made  with  the  Barbary  states ;  and  abot, 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  ambassador  of  Naples,  to  the 
commissioners,  informing,  that  the  king  his  masler  has 
opened  his  poru  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, and  desiring,  at  these  times  when  the  sea  is  cover- 
ed  with  privateers  of  different  nations,  and  also  with 
pirates,  to  know  the  colours  of  the  flag  and  form  of  the 
sea  papers. 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  relative  to  a  negottalfoa 
with  the  states  of  Barbary,  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three. 

'  The  members  chosen—* Mr.  Caroiichael,  Mr.  Nelson 
and  Mr.  Burke. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  minister  of  Na- 
ples be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  (hat  the 
committee  be  instructed  to  report  forms  of  proper  com- 
missions, ship  papers,  and  th6  like,  with  the  means  of 
authenticating  them,  and  of  notifying  the  same  to  the 
several  powers  who  shall  be  disposed  to  open  their 
ports  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  instruction,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir- 
ed by  Mr.  Qurke— 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,         No.  ^No. 

Massachusetts  Bay,Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Rhode  Island,         Mr.  EHery,  Ay. )  *  ^ 

Mr.  Collins.  Ay.  J  ^^- 

GonBecUcut,  Mr. Dyer,  ^X-l  a- 

Mr.  Root,  Ay.  5 
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an 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


PennsylTania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Tirginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
.  Lewis, 


M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 
M 


M 

M 

M 
M 

M 

M 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 

M 
M 
M 

M 
M 


Witberspoon,   Ay. 
Frelinghauten,  Ay. 


At. 


Ay, 


.  Fell, 

.  Clingan, 
.  Shippen, 
.  Atlee, 
.  Searle, 


M'Kean,  Ay.  ^Ar. 


.  Plater, 
.  Faca, 


No. 
No. 


.  Carmichael,  No. 
.  Henry,  No. 

.  T.  Adams,  No.' 
.  F.  L.  Lee,  Ay. 
.  M.  Smith,  Ay. 
.  R.  H.  Lee,  exeuted. 

No. 

Ay. 

Ay. 

No. 
No. 

• 

No. 

NOe 


»No* 


At. 


•  Griffin, 

•  Nelson, 

Peon, 

Hill, 

Burke, 

Drayton, 
Hotson, 


No. 


I 


No. 


ffeorgia,  Mr.  Langworlhj,    No. 

So  it  wai  resolved  in  the  affirmathre. 


>^No. 
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MARCtf  27,   1779. 

To  be  inaerted  before  pTX>ceedmg8  of  March  27, 1779.     Page  16U 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M.  Smith,  and  secooded 
by  Mr.  ^u^ke^  in  the  follow ipg  y^ords  : 

**  Whereas  \t  is  of  the  utmpst  importance  that  Con- 
'*  gress  should  be  well  informed  of  the  situation  of  the 
«(  several  courts  of  Europe^  and  particularly  of  the 
"  views  gnd  designs  of  i\\^  Bf jtish  ministry :  and 
^*  whereas  t)ie  servants  of  ihjQ  Uoi^cd  States  at  foreign 
<(  courts  have  not  in  their  publick  letters  given  s^ti&- 
*^  factory  information  on  that  subject,  and  have  written 
^*  private  leUiK^rs  to  indiyidual99  members  of  fhb  hpuae, 
"  which  have  lately  arrived  :   Therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  memt^ers  of  Congress  be  called 
''  on  from  the  chair,  to  declare  upon  their  honour 
"  whether  they  hav^  received  any,  and  what  intelli- 
^<  gence  r^Iatiye  to  the  vi^w^'and  designs  of  any  of  the 
''  European  courts,  anc]  particularly  of  the  court  of 
"  Great  Bpi(aio*'' 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  the  yeas 
and  nays  lacing  required  by  ]^r.  Smixh — 

New  Hamoshirp,    Mr.  Whipple,       .  Ay.  J>-At. 

Massachusetts  Bay,Mr.  Love)l,  AjO 

Mr.  S.  AdamS|         -Ay.>  Ay. 
Mr.  Holieh,  ^y*j 

Rhode  Island,         Mr.  Collins,  No. )  r^ 

Mr.  Ellery,  Ay,  \  ^"■">"- 

f  _ 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Root,  Ay.  J-  Av. 

Mr.  Spencer, 
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New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Mr,  Jay, 
Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrohg, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Sbippeo, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr,  M^Lene, 


^SS 


Ay. 
Ay*  >Ar. 

Ay.  f 

Ay.J 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


1 

Mr.  Vandyke,         Ay.  ^Ar. 


Virginia, 


Mr.  Plalcr, 
Mr.  Pocn, 
Mr.  Carmichael,- 
Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  R.  H.  ^ce, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Gri$p,* 
Mr.  Nelson, 


North  Carolina,*     Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Burke,. 

South  Carolina,       Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.^ 

Ay.J 

Ay.^ 

Ay. 

Ay.  >Ar. 

No. 

Ay.j 


Ay.) 
Ay.J 


Ar. 


i?:l- 


Georgia^  Mr.  Langworthy,    Ay.  ^Ar. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was'  made  by  Mr.  Holten,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  R«  H.  Lee,  to  strike  out  the  words  in  the 
preamble,  ^'  and  whereas'  the  servants  of  the  United 
*^  States  at  foreign  courts  have  not  in  their  publick  let- 
'Mers  given  satisfactory  information  on  that  subject, 
*'  and  have  written  private  letters  to  individuals,  mem- 
**  bers  of  this  hoose^  which  have  lately  arrived :''  the 
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words  moved  to  be  struck  out  contaiuing  tvro  parti, 
the  same  were  divided  ;  and  on  the  question  that  the 
first  part  as  far  as  the  words  *^  on  that  subject,^^  inciu- 
sive,  st&nd  part  of  the  preamble,  the  yeas  and  nayi 
beiog  required  bj.Mr.  Smith — 


.3*» 


If^W*  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,  No«  ^No. 


Massachusetts  Bay,Hr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Holten, 


«    ■ 


Rhpde  Island*, 


Coooecticut, 


New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


No. 

No.  ^  No. 
No. 


Mr.  Collins,  ^ 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Lene, 


No 
No 


;|no. 


No. 

No.  ^  No: 
No. 


Ay.) 
Ay.  5 


Ar. 


Ay.  >X 


No.^ 
No. 
No.  > 
No.  [ 
No.j 


No. 


Mr.  Vandyke,         No.  >-No. 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 


tm]  suppLEifsirr. 

Yirginiai  Mr.  T.  Adams,  Ay. 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  No. 

Mr.  Smithy  Ay.  i  a 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  No.  f^^' 

Mr.  Griffio,  Ay.  ] 

Mr.  Nelson,  Ay. J 

North  Carolina,     Mr.  Penn,  ^7*?  a« 

Mr.  Burke,  Ay.  5  ^** 

Soath  Carolina,      Mr.  Laurens,  No.  >  rk  ^.^.^ 

Mr.  Drayton,  Ay.S  ^"^'^"^ 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  Afp  ^At. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were 
struck  out. 


APRIL  15,  1779. 

To  foDow  pioceediDgs  of  April  3, 1729.    Page  16SL 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr. 
Ellery,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Daane,  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  M-Kean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
Laurens,  Mr.  Langworthy,  being  a  member  from  each 
state,  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  foreign 
affairs  of  these  United  States,  and  also  the  conduct  of 
the  late  and  present  commissioners  of  these  states, 
wherein  the  committee  report, 

1st.  That  it  appears  to  them  that  Dr.  Franklin  is 
plenipotentiary  for  these  states  at  the  court  of  France, 
Dr.  A.  Lee.  commissioner  for  the  court  of  Spain,  Mr. 
William  Lee«  commissioner  for  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Berlin,  Mr.  R.  Isard,  commissioner  for  the  coqrt 


of  Tuscany  :  that  Mr.  J.  Adadis  ^ras  appointecf  oo^  of 
the  commiskiondrs  at'thc'cobi't  of  FraDce  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Dclinev  who  bad  been  ap|K>inled  a  joiot  com- 
inissioner  itrith  Dr.  Frank-h'n  and  Dr.  A.  Lee,  bol  (bat 
the  said  comifrfssion  of  Mr.  Adakns  is  superceded  by 
the  plenipotentiary  commission  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

2d.  Thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that 
ministers  plenipotentiary  for  these  states  are  only  ne« 
ceasary  ibr  ttie  present  at  the  courts  of  Versailles  and 
Madrid. 

3d.  THat  iff  the  eoar^e  of  their' examination  and  in^ 
quiry,  they  they  find  many  complaints  against  the  said 
commissioners,  and  the  political  and  commercial  agen- 
cy of  Mr.  Deane,  which  complaints,  with  the  evidence 
in  support  thereof,  are  herewith  delivered,  and  to  which 
the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

4th.  That  suspicions  and  animosities  have  arisen 
among  the  said'  commissioners,  wtiich  day  be  highly 
prejudicial  tothe  honour  and  inieresUof  these  United 
Slates. 

Mi*'  Thbt  the  at>pointaients  df  the  skid  cbmmis- 
sielfera  be  vacated^  attd  that'  Dew'  apjioiittmenta  be' 
oiade. 

6lb«  That  there  b^  but  one  pldnipotefntiary  minister 
oft' comtnissionbr  fdr  these  United' Static  at  a  foreign 
court* 

7th.  That  no  plenipotentiary*  minister  or'cannnis- 
sidner  for  these'  United  States,  while  be  acts  as  soch, 
shall  enrcise  any  other  puUicir  office'. 

8Ch.  Thtat  no  persoft  be'  appointed -pjenipot^nfiary 
niiaistef  or  coaimissioner'fer  these  Unitcd^Stiteiwho 


rm.1  puFHLPfSiff*.  m 

is  not  a  xiiize^  thereof^  and  who  has  npt  a  6^i  ap^ 
permanent  interest  therein. 

9th.  T))a(  ftt  an4  proper  pecaons  fee  ap|MUiltd  Ao 
settle  an,d  adjust  Mr.  Deane's  pirblick  accounts,  and  the 
publick  aCiCoiHits  of  all  other  pcripns  who  have  trans- 
acted  the  commercial  affairs  of  these  states  in  France. 

ipth.  That  each  of  the  p4f  nipoientiarm,  miiiislcfii 
and  commissioners  who  now  is,  or  has  been,  or  may 
be  appojntedi  be  allowed  a^  the  r^ite  of  p^f 

annum. 

The  hoqse  leaving  on  forip/ef  d^ys,  when  the  report 
was  uftdqr  d^)»ate,  agree|4  tp  the  first  and  second  ar- 
ticles thereof;  and  having  also  read  the  third  article 
and  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  a  motion  was  this 
day  mad^  by  Mr.  G.  Morris,  apd  seconded  l^y  A^p. 
Drayton, 

That  thfs  numbers  of  this  bouse  who  m|y  have  any 
papers  or  ^vid>$nce  in  their  possession  relative  to  the 
said  reporf,  io  lay  the  ^aroe  upon  the  table. 

On  the  question  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  fourth  article 
in  the  rcpqrt,  vfhen  a  m,9lioi>  ws^s  fnade  by  ]^r^  SfRUtVi 
and  seconcfod  by  Mr.  Carmiohaelj  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  which  may  be." 

APRIL  20,  177^. 

Congres^  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
on  foreign  affairs;  and  on  the  question,  Shall  the  words 
'^  which  m^y  be,''  stand  part  of  the  report, 

Th^  yea.s  ancj  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton — 


Hi 


8UFPLSMBNT. 


{kiam 


New  Hampshire,   Mr.  Whipple,         No.  ^No. 


Mas8acfaaieU8Bay,Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerrj, 
Mr.  Loveli, 
Mr.  HolteD, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticat, 
New  York, 


New  Jersey, 
PenosylTania, 


Maryland^ 


Yirgmia 


No.^ 
No.J 


North  Carolioa, 


Mn  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


Ay.? 

No.  5 


DiTlDUK 


Mr.  Spencer,  Ay.  ^x 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  MorriS) 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 


No.^ 

No. 

No.  VNo. 

No.  I 

No.j 

No->^X 


Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  No."" 

Mr.  Shipper,  No. 

Mr.  Atlce,  No.  I 

Mr.  Searle,  No.  { 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  i 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  No.  J 


No- 


Mr.  Plater,  No. 

Mr.  Paca,  No. 

Mr.  Carmichael,     No< 


Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 


No. 


Mr.  Peno, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


tr79.}  SUPPLEMENT.  Mf 

South  Carolinai      Mr.  Laurens^  No.  >  %j 

Mr*  Drayion^  No.  j, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative^  and  the  words  were 
struck  out. 

A  division  was  then  called  for  by  Mr.  Gerry,  and 
that  the  first  question  be  to  agree  to  the  first  part  of 
the  fourth  article,  viz>  '*  that  suspicions  and  aniroosi- 
*'  ties  have  arisen  among  the  said  commissioners." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Gerry,  to  amend  the  clause  by  striking  out  the 
word  "  said,"'  and  in  tieu  thereof  inserting  **  late 
"  and  present." 

On  the  question  i^ut. 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr» 
Muhlenberg,  before  the  words  ''  late  and  present,"  to 
insert  "  some  of." 

On  the  question  put,  the  states  were  equally  divided, 
and  the  amendment  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Ellery,  that  the  consideration  of  the  fourth  article 
be  postponed  until  the  fifth  article  is  considered  and 
determined  on* 

Question  put,  the  states  were  equally  divided. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duai>e,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Morris,  to  add  the  names  of  the  commissioners,  takings 
the  sense  of  the  house  on  each  name  to  be  added. 

On  the  question,  Shalt  the  name»  be  added. 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  Dr.  B.  Franklin's  nam«  be 
inserted, 

YOL«  IX.  67 


<M 


SOPPLEUBNT. 


[AptflM; 


Resolved  in  the  aflinnative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  Mr.  Silas  Deane's  name  be 

added. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,         Ay.  JxAt. 


Massachusetts  Bay,M 

M 
M 
M 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticut, 
New  York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


M 
M 

M 

M 
M 
M 

M 
M 

M 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 

M 
M 
M 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 


aJ:  K 

Ay.J 

No-  \  No. 
No.  5 


•  Spencer,  Ay.  ^x 


.  S.  Adams, 
.  Gerry, 

•  Lovell, 

•  Hoi  ten, 

.  Ellery, 
.  Collins, 


.  Jay, 
.  Dtiane, 
.  Morris, 
.  Floyd, 
.  Lewis, 

•  Armstrong, 

•  Shippen, 

•  Atlee, 

•  Searle, 

.  Muhlenberg, 
.  Wynkoop, 

.  Plater, 

.  Paca, 

.  Carraichafel, 

•  T.  Adams, 

•  Smith, 

•  R.  H.  Lee, 

•  Griffio, 

•  Nelson, 


Ay.  ^At. 

Ay.l 
Ay.J 

AyO 

Ay. 
N^oih- 

Ay.l 
Ay.J 


■■ 


m 


ifmi 


wtfuamn. 


•1 


North  Cardioa,     Mr.  Pean, 

Mr.  Hill, 
Mr*  Burke, 
Mr*  Sbarp6| 

# 
South  CaroIiDa,      Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.  f  ^*- 
Ay.j 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question.  Shall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee's  name  be 
added, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith-* 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,  Ay.  ^Ay* 

MassachusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


No. 
Ay 


:}■>; 


DlVIOKO* 


Mr.  Spencer,  Ay.  ^x 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 


Ay.^ 
Ay.) 


Ay.^ 

Ay. 

Ay. 

No. 
Ay. 

Ay.j 


>At. 


SOFPLEMENT. 


[Apniat, 


Tirgioia, 


North  Carolioa, 


Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr*  Smith, 
Mr*  R»  H«  Li€Cy 
Mr*  Griffin, 
Mr.  Neboo, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr^  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


Ay. 
Ay.  >At. 

Ay.) 

Ay.J 


South  Carolina,       Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.) 
Aj.] 


At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  Mr.  Ralph  Izard's  name  be 
added. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith- 
New  Hampshire,     Mr.  Whipple,  Ay.  ^Ar. 

MassachusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Air*  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


No. 

Ay 


:| 


Divided. 


Mr.  Spencer,  Ay.  y 


Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duanc, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippeo, 
Mr.  A I  lee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 


AyO 

Ay.) 

Ay.^ 
Ay. 

Ay. 
Ay.) 


ITTiJ 


suppLsunr* 


Marjlandi 


Virginia, 


Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelion, 


£[orth  Carolina,     Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

South  Carolina,      Mr.  Laurena, 

Mr.  Drayton, 


At. 


Ay.^ 
Ay. 
Ay.  >Ar. 

Ay.  J 

Ay.J 
Ay.^ 

Ay.  pr. 
Ay.j 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question,  Shall  Mr.  William  Lee's  name  be 
added. 
The  yeas  and  hays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,  Ay.  ^At. 

Mas8achusettsBay,Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticor, 
New  York, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


Ay!  \  '^'^™"- 


Mr.  Spencer,  Ay.  ^x 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 


Ay.^ 

Ay.  p^- 

Ay.j 


[Aprils 


Pennsylvaoiaj 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Antwtf ong, 
Mr,  Shipp^D) 
Bir*  Adee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  M<ihJei3berg, 
Mr.  Wy»k«op, 

Mr.  Plater^ 

Mr.Pacay 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

« 

Mr.  T.  AiaoM, 
Mr.  Smithy 
Mr.R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  NdsoR, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Bfr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Barke, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 


Ay. 

Ay.  I 
No.  f 
Ay. 
Ay.J 


At. 


Ay.) 

Ay.  >  Ar. 
Ay.> 


Ay.^ 
Ay.J 


-South  Careiina,     Mr.  LaureiM, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  Mr.  John  Adams's  name  be 

added,  . 

The  yeas  a«d  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smilb- 

New  Hawpsbiw,    Mr.  Whipple,  Ay.  >'Ar. 

MassachttsettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Ay. 

Mr.  Gerry,  No.  ypinDED* 

Mr.  Lovell,  Ay. 

Mr.  Holtefi,  No. 


Rhode  Island, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


Ay.J 


177»-J 


SOfFVEMBlFt. 


Coooecdcot, 

New  York, 


Mr*  Spencer,  Aj.  yx 


PtniMylvania^ 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


South  CaroJina, 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 


North  Carolina^     Mr.  P 


enn, 
Mr*  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Draylon, 


No.^ 
No.  \ 
No.  f 
No.j 

Ay.^ 

Ay. 
No.  I 

No.  r 
No. 

No.j 


No. 


No. 


Ay. 


No.^ 
NoJ 

No.)   KT 

No. }  ^°' 


So  it  passed  in  the  negatire. 
The  first  clause  being  amended  so  as  to  read. 
That  suspicions  and  animosities  have  arisen  among 
the  late  and  present  commissioners,  namely.  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  Mr.  Silas  Dcane,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee, 
Mr.  R^lph  Izard  and  Mr.  William  Lee :  and  the  ques- 
tion being  ready  to  be  put,  the  previous  question  wa^ 
moved  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 


SUPPLEMENT. 


[A|aa«»i 


That  the  question  be  not  now  put ;  on  which  tj|e 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,  Ay.  ^Ar. 


MassachusettsBayyMr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 

«       • 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


No 
No.j 


a 


DrriDSB. 


North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


nJ:J  ^'"''"- 


Mr.  Spencer,  Ay.  ^x 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

• 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sfaarpe, 


No.^ 

NoJ    . 


No. 


No.^ 
No. 

Ay.  y 
No.  I 

No.j 


No. 


J^I9«3 


Sooth  Carolioay      Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.) 
No.  5 


DiTlDftO. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  question  being  then  put  to  agree  to  the  first 
clause  as  amended,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Drayton— 

Kew  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple, 


MassachusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  CoIUds, 


No.  >No. 

AyO 

AyJ 


Ay.) 
Ay.  5 


At. 


Mr.  Spencer,         Ay.  ^x 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd; 


Ay.j 


No.^ 

Ay. 

Ay. 

Ay.  r 


VOL.  II. 


Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Sbippen, 

BIr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,   Ay.  I 

Mr.  Wynkoop^        Ay. J 


Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

« 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

68 


At. 


AyO 

Ay.  I 
Ay.  >Ar. 
Ay.f 
Ay.j 


flUHNUUniT. 


tA|»»l^ 


North  CaroUta, 


Soiith  Cflroliaa, 


Mr.  Burke, 
Mr#  Skarpe, 

Mr.  Laoreos, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.j 


Ay.) 
Ay.  J 


At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  iras  then  pot,  to  agree  to  the  second 
clause,  on  which  the  yeas  and  ntfs  bdag  reqtuM  If 
Mr.  Drayion— 

New  Hampshire,    Mr»WbippIe,  • 


MassachuaetuBay,  M 

M 
M 
M 


Rhode  Island, 


New  York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


M 
M 

M 

M 
M 
M 

M 
M 


M 

M 
M 

M 

H 

M 


.  S.  AmtMf 

Gerry, 
.  Lovell, 
.  Holten, 

.  EHery, 

•  Collim, 

.  Jay, 

•  Duane, 

•  Morris, 
.  Floyd, 

Armatrong, 

Sbippcn, 
.  Aciee, 
.  Searle, 
.  Muhlenberg, 

Wynkoop, 

.  Plater, 

•  Paca, 

.  Carmtchael, 


No.  >.No. 

No»^ 

nJ:  ^Diviwd. 

Ay.^ 
Ay.J 


No. 


No.^ 
No. 
Ay.  . 
No.  f 
No. 
Ay.J 

Ay.) 
Ay.  >  Ar. 
Ay.S 


im;} 


Vnigmitb 


North  Carolina, 


South  CttrdluMii 


Mr*  M«  Smitby 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr*  Ifclsofi, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Latirctrs, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.  \ 
Ay.  >Ay. 
Ay.  ( 
Ay.j 

Ay.-^ 
Ay.J 


No. 

Ay 


:| 


DiVlDVD. 


So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  suspicions  and  animosities  have 
arisen  among  the  late  and  present  commissioners, 
namely.  Dr.  Bm  Frdnklln,  Mr*  Stlas  Deaoe,  tfr«  Air- 
thur  Lee,  Mr.  Ralph  Icard,  and  Mr.  William  Lee, 
highly  pr^udicial  to  the  honour  and  interest  of  thesa^ 
United  States. 

APRIL  21,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  tb  consider  the  fifth  article  of 
the  report  of  thirteen  on  foreign  affairs. 

On  oKiftoo  of  Mr.  Ellery,  ttnd  seconded  by  Mr. 
Henry, 

Resolved,  That  the  Dames  of  the  ministers  therein 
referred  Solbefepeated,  and  the  qtiestion  taken  on  each 
individually. 


APRIL  S2»  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  fiAh  ar- 
ticle in  the  report  of  thirteen  on  foreign  affairs,  and 


m 


SOFFLSMUrr. 


[AidK 


according  to  tke  order  of  ye»terday,  the  fint  qvesdoo 
debated  was,  Shall  Dr.  B.  FranUin,  mifiister  pleni. 
potentiary  at  the  court  of  France,  be  recalled.  When 
the  question  was  about  to  be  pot,  the  previous  qoea- 
tioo  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Drayton. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Laurens — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,         No.  ^No. 


MassachnsettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  Yofk, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania! 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr,  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 


No.^ 

No.j 

^*  \  Dinnv. 


Ay.  >x 
NoO 

No. 
Ay.j 


Delaware, 


Mr.  M<Keaa,         |fo.  yjX; 


im^] 


Ml 


Mirjrlaikly 


iDia, 


Mr.  Pbter, 
Mr*  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr*  Henry, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr*  R«  H.  Li€e, 
Mr.  GriflBn, 
Mr.  NeboDi 


North  Carolina,     Mr.  Penn^ 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sfaarpe, 

Soatb  Carolina,      Mr.  Lanrent, 

Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.^ 
No.J 


DiTIDBD. 


So  tha  previous  question  being  lost,  the  main  question 
was  put ;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Smith- 
New  Hampshire,     Mr.  Whipple, 


MassachusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 


Rhode  hland, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


t^r.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


No.  >No. 
No.y 

No.j 


Mr.  Spencer,  No.  ^x 


•J 


New  Jersey, 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr»  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 


No.-\ 
No.  I 
Ay.  >No. 
No.  I 
No.J 

No.}.y 


lApsm, 


PepDsyWaoia^ 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South 


Mr*  AniMlMing,  No*'^ 

Mr.  Shippeii,  No. 

Ifa-.  Alice,  No.  t 

Mr.  Searie^  No.  |  No^ 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No. 

Mt.  Wynkoofi,  No.^ 


Mr.  M'Keab, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmidhael, 
Mr.  Ueiiry, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Sfldith, 
Mr«  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  GriflSn, 
Mr.  NeboD, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


No.  >No. 
No.^ 

nJ:K 

No.j 

No.•^ 

Ay  J 
No.  S-At. 
Ay.) 
Ay.j 


Ay.) 

Ay.S 
No.S 


At. 


Mr.  Lairem,         .No> 
Mr.  Draytoa,  No 


:1 


No. 


APRIL  30,  1779. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  proceeding  to 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  aflUrS ;  and  the  question  under  debate  being 
stated.  Shall  Arthur  Lee,  esquire,  commissioner  of  the 
United  States  at  the  conit  of  Madrid,  be  recalled, 

Mr.  Paca  Mose,  and  iatbrti^  the  house,  that  he  had 
important  information  on  thesumect  of  the  said  rt* 
port,  which  ha  would  communicate  agreeable  to  the 


order  of  l£e  houie :  be  iKen  proeeecM  l^-Iajr  on  the 
table  e  peper  aigned  bj  himself  and  Mr.  W*  H.  Dray- 
ton, coouinieg  intelligeoce  reApecting  Arthur  Lee, 
esquire,  which  was  read.  Afier  debate,  the  house  ad- 
joiinied* 

MAY  3,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  commiitce  on  foreign  affairs;  and  the  question 
under  debate  being  stated,  tIz.  Shall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee 
be  recalled, 

Mr.  Carmicfaael  arose,  and  informed  the  houae, 
**That  as  the  committee  appointed  by  Congress  to 
^*  examine  into  the  state  of  their  foreign  affairs,  have 
^*  thought  proper  to  refer  tO'  him  for  infonnatioo  on 
^^  the  charges  reported  by  them  against  some  of  the 
^^  pttblick  servants  abroad,  and  as  some  gentlemen 
'^  have  expressed  a  desire  he  should  reduce  to  writing 
*^  the  information  he  ^avf  the  house  in  his  place  when 
'^  those  charges  were  read,  he  was  induced  to  indulge 
^  their  wishes,  as  well  to  show  more  explicitly  the  rea^ 
"  sons  which  determine  his  voice  on  the  decision  of  a 
<'  question  on  which  he  thinks  the  honour  and  interest 
*<  of  the  United  States  highly  depend."  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  lay  on  the  table  a  paper  signed  by  him, 
which,  with  sundry  papers  therein  referred  (o,  was 
read. 

On  the  queaiion,  Shall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  be  recalled, 
the  yeas  and  nays  beioig  required  by  Mr.  Smith — 

New  Hantpshire,    Mr.  Whipple,    No*  ^Ko. 


m 


mmsMBXT. 


piif«. 


MaiMchuiettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams^ 

Mr.  Gerry, 


Rhode  Islaody 
Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylirania, 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Vifginia, 


North  Carolina, 


No.^ 

n'«:K 

N0.J 


No.) 
No.) 


No. 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Hoiten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Witberspoon,    No. 

Mr.  Scudder,  No.  ^  No» 

Mr.  Fell, 


No 
Ay.J 


Ay 


Mr.  Armstrong,  No. 

Mr.  Shippen,  No. 

Mr.  Allee,  Ay. 

Mr.  Searle,  No. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay. 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  Ay. 


DlTIDB». 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 


AyO 


Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  R.H.  Lee,  excused.  I  « 
Mr.  Griffin,  Ay.  p^' 

Mr.  Fleming,  Ay.J 


Mr.  Petin, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 


Ay.i 
Ay.  >  Ar. 
Ay.S 


tm^l  smppLEUBirr.  Jif 

SMtfa  Cafoiiiia.      Mr.  Laurem,         No.")  i%.^.^._ 

Mr.  Dray  too,         Ay./ ^"^'"»' 

*'  So  the  BtatM  were  equally  divided^ 

MAY  4,  1779. 

A  letter  from  his  inost  christian  majesty,  undersigned 
de  Vergennes,  was  read,  informing  Congress  of  the 
birth  of  a  princess :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  with  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  a  member  from  each  state,  wait  on  the  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  congratulate  him  on 
this  event* 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  letter  in  answer  to  that  from 
his  most  christian  majesty. 


MAY  20,  1779. 
ToMleirpraceedfl^or  May  13,  1779.    Page  160. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port t>f  the  committee  of  thirteen  on  foreign  affairs. 

After  debate,  it  was  agreed  by  the  house,  that  the 
question  shall  be  stated,  Shall  Mr.  R.  Izard  be  re- 
tailed. 

MAY  22,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Duane 
and  Mr.  Lovell,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  with  the  not^ 
from  don  Juan  de  Mirailles,  dated  May  IS,  1779, 
brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 
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•M8  scmaarr.  [u»r  n. 

Resolved,  That  the  retriilttoO  of  ^^p^wss^  jiMiOfI 
on  the  6tk  day  of  March  last,  rehthre  c^  the  control 
of  Congress  by  appeal  in  the  bttreaiift  over  all^- 
risdictions  for  deciding  the  legality  of  captures  on  the 
high  seas,  be  immediately  transtnitted  to  the  several 
•  states;  and  that  they  be  respectively  requested  to  take 
effectual  measures  for  conforming  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  the  (bllowiag  letter  be  written  to 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  signed  by 
the  President: 

Sir,  Congress  having  taken  into  consideration  your 
letter  of  the  ]9th  of  this  month,  I  am  directed  to  as* 
sure  you,  that  as  soon  as  the  matter  shall  in  due  course 
come  before  them,  they  will  attend  very  particularly 
to  the  cases  of  the  vessels  stated  in  the  note  from  don 
Juan  de  MiraiUes  to  have  been  sailing  under  the  flag  of 
his  cathoiick  majesty,  and  captured  by  armed  vessels  un- 
der the  flag  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  they  will  cause 
the  law  of  nations  to  be  most  strictly  obaerved:  that  if 
it  shaJI  be  found,  after  due  trial,  that  the  owners  of  the 
captured  vessels  have  suffered  damage  from  the  mi»> 
apprehension  or  violation  of  the  rights  of  war  and  neu- 
trality. Congress  will  cause  reparation  to  be  made  in 
such  manner  as  to  do  ample  justice  and  vindicate  the 
honour  of  the  Spanish  flag. 

That  Congress  have  every  possible  disposition  to 
cultivate  the  moM  perfect  harmony  with  bis  eatholick 
majesty,  and  to  encourage  the  most  liberal  and  friendly 
iotercourse  between  his  subjects  and  the  citizens  of 
these  United  States ;  but  they  cannot,  consistently  with 
the  powers  intrusted  to  them  and  the  rights  of  the 


I'm.!  ttTPfuaoam 

slates  asd.of  intiTictoailS)  in  any' 
rupl  the  ordinary  coarse  of  justice 


y  suspend  or  mtdr* 


JUNE  8,  177^* 

To  fbflow  proceedingB  of  Jttiie3>  1779.    P&ge  1S7. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  re> 
P|0rt  of  the  committee  of  thirteen  on  foreign  aflfairs,  and 
on  the  question,  Shall  Mr.  R»  Izard  be  recalled|  tbe- 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr»  Smith — 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Hampshire,    Mr*  Whipple, 

Massachusetts  Bay,Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  EUery, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  MuUenhergj 
Mr.  M^Leae, 
Mr*  Wynkoop,^ 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


No.  >^No. 
No.^ 

No.j 
Ay.  ^At. 


Ay.  I 
Ay.  >At^ 

Ay.  I 

Ay.J 

Jj;|^  Divided. 


No. 
No.  I 
Ay.  ^ 
No. 
Ay. 


No. 


64M 


SOWLtMXn. 


v^^ 


Delaware^ 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry^ 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Draylon, 


Ay.  ^Ar« 

Ay.l 
Ay.  >Ay. 

No.  I 
Ay.J 


No.) 
No.  5 


No. 


So  it  was  resolired  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Armstrong, 

^^  That  Mr.  Izard  be  informed,  that  it  is  the  sense  of 
''  Congress  that  he  need  not  repair  to  America  until  it 
^^  suits  bis  convenience."^ 

An  objection  being  made  to  this  as  being  out  of  or- 
der— 

On  the  question,  Is  the  motion  in  order,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton--* 

New  I^mpshire,      Mr.  Whipple,       Ay.  ^At. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr*  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


ij:i*- 


17I9»] 


ffunEBOBn, 


Coooeeticot^ 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginiai 


North  Carolioat 


South  Carolina, 


Mr*  Sheman,  No« 
Mr.  Huntington,  Ay* 
Mr«  Spencer,         Ay. 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr*  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr*  Scudder, 
Mr*  Fell, 

Mr*  Armstrong, 
Mr*  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr*  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Lene, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 


At. 


No. 

Ay 


:1 


DlVIDID* 


Ay. 

Ay.  ^^^' 
Ay. 

Ay. 


Mr*  Dickinson,      Ay*  ^Ar. 


Ay*^ 
No* 


Mr*  Plater, 

Mr*  Paca, 

Mr*  Carmicbael,    Ay,  VAr* 

Mr*  Henry,  Ay*  | 


Mr*  Jenifer, 

Mr*  Smith, 
Mr*  6ri£Bn, 
Mr*  Fleming, 

Mr*  Penn, 
Mr*  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr*  Drayton, 


No. 


No* 
No 


:| 


No. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


[Jmt% 


Od  motion  of  Mr.  SlionBttD,  seconded  by  Hr.  LonU^ 
Resolved,  That  the  words  ^'  until  it  suits  Us  coo- 

?  venience,^'  be  struck  cot. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended, 

the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Paca — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple;  Ay.  ^At. 

Massachusetts  Bay,Mr.  S.  Adami{ 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennnsylvania, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Pell, 

Mr,  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberi;, 
Mr.  M'Lene, 
Mr.  Wynkoop,' 


Ay.) 

Ay.  >  At. 
Ay.) 

Ay.  I 
No.  VAt. 

Ay.  I 

Ay.j 
Ay.-j 

Ay.  I 

Ay. 
Ay.J 


Delaware, 


Mr«  Dickinson,        Ay.  ^At» 


4«iM  Bomjamm.  -^ 

liiryliDd,  Ifr.PlMcr,  lCo«^ 

Mr.  Paca,  Nq.  I 

Mr.  Carmichael,  No.  >No. 

Mr.  Henry,  Ay.  | 

Mr.  Jenifer,  No.  J 

» 

Virgmia,  Mr.  Smitii, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

m 

North  Carolina,      Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

South  Carolina,      Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Isard  be  informed,  that  it  is  the 
sense  of  Congress,  that  be  need  not  repair  to  America. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  8.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sher- 
man, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  W.  Lee  be  informed,  that  it  is  the 
sense  of  Congress,  tbat  he  need  not  repair  to  America. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  but  one  plenipotentiary 
minister  or  commissioner  for  these  United  States  at  a 
foreign  court. 

The  seventh  proposition  in  the  report  being  read, 
viz.  ^'  That  no  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commissioner 
<'  for  these  United  States,  while  he  acts  as  such,  shall 
"  exercise  any  other  publick  office :''  after  debate  the 
previous  question  waa  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  and  being  passed  in  the 
affirmative,  the  main  question  was  set  aside. 

The  eighth  proposition  being  read,  ^'  That  no  per- 
^-*  son  be  appointed  plenipotentiary  minister  or  com- 


^ 


WFnjBmrr. 


CJ-itak 


<<  missioner  for  these  UaHed  Sttfes  who  is  not  a  cili- 
^*  zen  thereof,  and  who  has  not  a  fixed  and  permanent 
"  interest  therein"— 

The  preTions  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
«nd  seconded  by  Hr.  Morris. 

A  division  of  the  main  question  was  required ;  and 
on  the  previous  question  on  the  first,  viz.  ''That  no 
"  person  be  appointed  plenipotentiary  minister  orcom- 
^  missioner  for  these  United  States  who  is  not  a  citizen 
^  thereof,"  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Penn — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple, .        Ay.  ^Av. 

MassachusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


Mr.  Sherman,  Ay.  }>A7. 


Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searie, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M^LIene, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 


No.> 
No.  >  No. 
Ay.S 

Ay. 

Ay. 
Ay.j 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Mr.  Dickinson,        Ay.  ^Ar. 


Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 


ma.)  fmrnoMurr. 

Virginia,  |lr.  Sinidi, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fie  mingy 

North  CaroUaft,      Mr,  Pen^i, 

Mr.  Bwrke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Sooth  Gf  r^liii0j      Mr.  Laurepa,  Ay.  )  ^^ 

Mr.  Drayton;  No.  J  ^'^"»«- 

So  it  was  resolved  in  ihe  affirmative,  and  that  part 
of  the  main  question  set  aside. 

The  previous  question  being  put  on  the  latter  p9rt, 
passed  in  the  affirmative,  and  that  part  was  also  set 
aside* 


4LJN)S  10,  1779. 

The  order  oS  the  day  bei|»g  cailed  for,  to  proceed  in 
the  consideration  of  the  report  on  foreign  affairs^ 

A  motion  w^s  ipade  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Laurens, 

That  the  further  conaideratiaB  of  the  said  report  be 
postponed  until  order  be  taken  on  the  letter  of  3S^ 
May  laet  from  Mr.  Deane,  and  a  decision  made  on  the 
resolution  moved  thereon  by  a  member  from  North 
Carolina,  seconded  by  a  meyiber  from  Soyth  Cerolii^. 

On  t^  <}ueftlion  to  agree  jto  :lbis,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Burke — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  WWppJe,       No.  ^No. 
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SM 


scrppLBHEirr. 


V 


Massachusetts  Bay, 


Rhode  Island, 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


■New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


M 
M 
M 

M 
M 

M 
M 
M 

M 
M 

M 
M 

M 
M 

Bl 
M 
M 
M 

M 
M 
M 


M 
M 
M 

M 
M 

M 

M 
M 


.  S.  Adams,      No.  ^ 
.  Gerry,  No.  >  lio. 

.  Holten, 


Ellery, 
.  Collins, 


No.) 
Ay.  J 


Diyiosm 


.  Sherman,  No. 
.  Huntington,  Ho. 
•  Spencer,         Ay. 


No. 


•  Lewis, 

•  Scudder, 
.  Fell, 

•  Armstrong, 

•  Shippen, 

•  Searie, 

•  Muhlenberg, 

•  M^Lene, 
Wynkoop, 

•  Paca, 

.  Carmichael, 
.  Henrvy 

•  Jenifer, 

•  Smith, 

•  Griffin, 

.  Fleming, 

•  Penn, 

.  Burke, 
Sharpe, 

•  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 

No.) 
Ay.} 

No.'* 
No.  I 

?;:^ 

No. 
Ay.. 


Ar. 


DiTtOBO. 


No. 


Ay.) 
Ay.  J 


At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


J7».] .  SUPPLEMENT.  6k6 

The  motion  was  then  read,  viz. 

"  That  Silas  Deane,  esquire,  be  ordered  not  to  de- 
"  part  the  United  States  without  the  special  permis- 
^<  sion  of  Congress ;  and  that  Arthur  Lee,  esquire,  be ' 
'^  directed  to  repair  forthwith  to  America,  in  order  the 
'^  better  to  enable  Congress  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of 
^^  the  several  allegations  and  suggestions  made  by  the 
''  said  Arthur  Lee  against  the  said  Silas  Deane." 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the  pre- 
vious question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Adams ;  and  a  division  of  the  main  question  being 
called  for, 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  previous  question  on 
the  first  clause,  viz.  *'  That  Silas.  Deane,  esquire,  be 
'^  ordered  not  to  depart  the  United  States  without  the 
"  special  permission  of  Congress  ;^'  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens— > 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,        Ay.  ^Ar. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Ay.*^ 

Mr.  G err}',  Ay.  \. 

Mr.  Lovcll,  Ay.  f^^' 

Mr.  Hoi  ten,  '^y-J 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  Ay.  ?  T^ 

Mr.  CollinI,  No.  J  Divided. 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,       Ay. ) 

Mr.  Huntington,   Ay.  >  At. 
Mr.  Spencer,        Ay.) 

New  York,  Mr.  Jay,  No.  )  j^^     . 

Mr.  Duane,  No.  5  ^^- 
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New  Jersey, 
Pcnnsjrfvania, 


Mr.  Scodder, 
Mr.  Pell, 


Ay.) 
Ay.  J 


At. 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Armstrong,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Shippen,  Ay.  f 

Mr.  Searle,  Ay.  I  . 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  ( 

Mr.  M^Lene,  Ay.  j 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  Ay. J 

Mr.  Paca,  No.' 

Mr.  Carmichael,  No.  I  ^ 

Mr.  Henry,  ^^    ^^^' 
Mr.  Jenifer. 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharps, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


No.i 
N0.SN0. 


No.) 

No.) 

No.  5 


No. 


So  the  states  were  equally  divided,  and  the  qoestioD 
lost. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  clause  abovemen- 
tioned,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Uxm 
Holten— 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,        No.  ^No. 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


No.^ 
NoJ 
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ConnecUcaty 


New  York, 


NewJersey, 


Ptennsjlvaniay 


Maryland , 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Caroh'na, 


Mr.  SbermaBy 
Mr.  HantingtoH] 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 


No. 


Ay.) 


No. 

Ay 


i 


Ar. 


DiTIDBD. 


No.-^ 

No. 
No. 


Mr.  Mahienberg,  Ay.  [ 
Mr.  M^Lene,         No. 
Mr.  Wynkoop,       Ay.^ 


Mr.  Paca,  Ay. 

Mr.  Carmicbael,  Ay. 

Mr.  Henry,  No. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  No. 


DivioiD. 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.>  Ar. 
Ay.S 

Ay- 
Ay.  V  Av. 

Ay/ 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


So  the  states  were  equally  divided,  and  the  question, 
lost. 

The  previous  question  being  put  6n  the  second 
clause,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  every  member 
answering  except  Mr.  Henry  and  Mr.  Smith.  So  the 
main  question  was  set  aside. 


6to  SUPPLEMENT.  [Junel% 

JUNE  18,  1779. 
To  follow  proceedings  of  June  17, 1779.    Page  ITt. 

The  commillee  on  ihe  treasury  report, 

That  they  have  according  to  order,  prepared  bilb 
of  exchange  on  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  ihe 
United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais,  consisting  of  fifiy  sets,  six 
bills  to  each  set,  as  specified  in  a  schedule  annexed,  all 
dated  the  15th  daj  of  this  instant  June,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  two  millions  four  hundred  thousand  livres 
tournois,  and  payable  die  15th  day  of  June,  178^ ;  and 
also  six  sets,  six  bills  to  each  set,  all  dated  the  same 
day,  drawn  on  the  said  minister  in  favour  of  the  said 
Mr.  C.  de  Beaumarchais,  for  the  yearly  interest  of  ibe 
said  principal  sum,  at  six  per  cent.,  being  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  thousand  livres  yearly,  in  the  whole 
four^hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  livres ;  the  princi- 
pal  and  interest  so  drawn  for  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  two  millions  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
livres,  which  last  mentioned  bills  for  the  interest  are 
particularly  specified  in  the  said  schedule ;  and  that 
they  have  also  prepared  letters  of  advice  of  the  said 
bills  of  exchange  to  the  said  minister  plenipotentiary :. 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  di'afts  be  signed  by  the 
President  of  Congress,  and  entered  in  the  auditor's 
office  as  warrants  are  usually  passed,  and  then  deliver^ 
ed  to  Mr.  Franccy,  agent  for  the  said  Mr.  de  Beau- 
marchais, on  his  giving  the  auditor  general  a  receipt 
for  the  same  ;  and  that  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais  be  charg- 
ed with  the  amount  of  the  said  principal  sum  io  the 
books  of  the  treasury. 
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Resolved,  That  the  faith  of  the  Ufiited  Stales  be 
pledged  to  make  good  any  contract  or  engagement 
which  shall  be  entered  into  by  the  said  minister  pleni- 
potentiary, or  any  future  minister  of  these  United 
States  a{  the  coort  of  Versailles,  for  obtaining  money 
or  credit  to  enable  him  to  honour  the  said  drafts  and 
provide  for  their  punctual  discharge. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
and  that  of  the  5th  instant,  and  of  the  letters  of  advice, 
subscribed  by  the  President,  be  transmitted  by  the 
committee  for  foreign  affairs  to  the  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles. 


JULY  24,  1779. 

In  the  list  of  yeas  and  nays  under  this  date,  page 
fi09,  the  states  of  Delaware  and  Maryland  should  stand 
thus— 

Delaware,  Mr.  Dickinson,  excused. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,         No 
Mr.  M'Kean,  No 

Maryland,  Mr.  Henry,  Ay.  7  . 

Mr.  Forbes,  Ay.  5  ^^' 


AUGUST  2,  1779. 

To  follow  proceedingB  of  Augiut  2, 1779.    Page  217. 

Resolved,  That  the  ^minister  of  France  be  assured 
that  Congress  will,  at  all  times,  afford  every  counte- 
nance and  protection  to  the  consuls  and  other  servants 


te  suppLEHnr.  [Aiy-i^ 

-of  Us  mosi  clirisUafi  majestyi  vithin  the  powen  and 
•nlbortties  to  them  delegated  by  their  consiitueiifi. 

Thai  the  iBeveral  appointmeiits  of  codmIs  made  and 
which  may  hereafter  be  made  and  approred  by  Con* 
gfoss,  be  duly  registered  in  Che  secretary's  office,  and 
properly  notified  by  the  President  to  the  ezecntWe  an« 
thorities  of  the  respective  states,  in  whose  port  sock 
consuis  may  reside. 

That  the  measures  taken  by  Mr.  Holker  to  procure 
flour  for  the  fleet  of  his  most  christian  majesty  in  the 
way  of  commerce,  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  made 
Jcnown  unto,  and  been  fully  approved  by  Congress: 
that  the  several  proceedings  and  publications  complain- 
ed of  by  the  minister  on  that  subject,  are  very  injurious 
to  the  servants  of  his  said  majesty,  and  that  Congress 
do  highly  disapprove  of  the  same. 

That  the  president  and  suprea^  executive  cowicif 
of  Pennsylvania  be  informed,  that  any  prosecutions 
which  it  may  be  expedient  to  direct,  for  such  maUeiv 
and  things  in  (be  said  publications  or  transactions  as 
may  be  against  the  laws  of  nations,  shall  be  carried  on 
at  the  ejcpense  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed,  that  the 
president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania have  taken  proper  measures  to  restore  the  flour 
taken  from  the  agents  of  Mr.  Holker. 


AUGUST  6,  1779. 

To -follow  proceedings  of  Aogust  5, 1779.    Page  222. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  an  allowance  of  eleven  thousand 
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few  iMBfkvd  and  twentj-eight  KvreB  tournou  per 
annum,  be  made  to  the  several  commissionen  of  the 
United  States  in  Europe  for  their  services,  besides 
their  reasonable  expenses  respectively. 

That  the  salary,  as  well  as  the  expenses,  be  com- 
puted  from  the  time  of  their  leaving  their  places  of 
abode  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  offices,  to  be  con- 
tinued three  months  after  notice  of  their  recall,  to 
enable  them  to  retura'to  their  families  respectively. 

That  the  several  commissioners,  commercial  agents 
and  others  in  Europe,  intrusted  with  publick  money, 
be  directed  to  transmit,  without  delay,*  their  accounts 
and  vouchers,  and  also  triplicate  copies  of  the  same 


•  For  ioBertbg  the  wordi  ^  without  deiaj,^  whidi  were  moTed  by 
Mr.  Marchant,  and  seconded  hy  Mr.  Lanreof ;  the  yeaa  and  oajrs  htaog 
leqaired  bj  Mr.  l«aureQa-»- 


B(r.  Peabedj, 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  Baj,    Mr.  Ge 


Rhode  Island, 
CoDoecticnt, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvaiiia, 


Delaware, 


Mr*  Ijo?d^ 
Mr.  HoJteo, 

Mr.  Marcbant, 

Mr.  HnntiogtoB, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr. 


VOL.  II. 


Mr.  Scttdder, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  HonstoB, 

Mr.  Annstroiig, 
Mr.  AUee, 
Mr.  Searie, 
Mr.  Muhlenberr , 
Mr.  M«Leoe, 

Mr.  DtddnsoQ, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  M^KiMui, 

71 


Ay.  ^Ay. 


Ay.  }.At. 
Ay.  ^At. 

No.  >  At. 
Ay.) 


Ay 


No. 
Ay.J 

Ay.  J 

Ay.J 
Ay.S 


At. 


At. 
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to  the  board  of  treasury  of  these  United  Stales,  in  oider 
fbr  settlemeat. 

Resolved,  That  a  suitable  person  be  appointed  bj 
Congress  (o  examine  the  said  accounts  inEarope,  and 
certify  bis  opinion  4hereoQ  previous  to  their  being 
transmitted. 


SEPTEMBER  17,  1779. 

To  be  inserted  September  17,  1T79,  t>ottoin  of  page  S48. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  king  my  master  having  been  pleased  to  at- 
tend to  the  representations  which  my  ill  state  of 
health  obliged  me  to  make  to  hiti,  his  majesty  has 
granted  me  leave  to  return.  At  the  same  time  he  has 
taken  care  to  send  a  new  minister  plenipolentiary  to 
America,  that  there  nay  be  no  interruption  in  his 
care  to  cultivate  a  mutual  friendship.  I  must  leave 
it  to  the  abiKties  of  monsieur  the  chevalier  de  la  Lu- 
cerne to  explain  to  you  his  majesty's  sentiments,  and 
confine  myseKat  this  time  in  testifying  to  you,  gen- 

Itorlaaa,  Mr.  CanmchaeL  At.>  . 

Mr.  Forbes,  Aj.  $  "• 


Ay.l 

Aj.S 
Ajr.J 


Viipnia,  Bfr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Fknua^  Aj.  ^  At. 

lllr.  Randolpi^ 

North  Caroliaa,         Mr.  Peon,  Ay.) 

Mr  Harnett,  Ay.CAV. 

Mr.  Shaipt,  Aj.j 

South  Carolina,        Mr.  Lanreni, 

Mr.  Drajfoo, 

So  it  waa  reaolTed  in  the  affinaatifc 
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tlemen,  the  salisfaction  I  sball  baveia  rendering  him 
an  account  of  the  occurrences  which  1  have  be^n  wii- 
ness  of  for  more  than  a  year  daring  my  residence  wiib 
you.  His  majesty  will  thereby  perceive  the  sentiments 
with  which  your  councils  are  animated  and  governed, 
your  wisdom,  your  firmness,  your  attachment  to  the  ai* 
liance,  and  your  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  the  com- 
mon  cause  and  the  two  nations  respectively.  He  will 
see  with  pleasure  that  that  inestimable  untour  whicb 
constitutes  the  principal  force  and  weight  of  the  con- 
federacy, reigns  among  the  United  States ;.  that  the  cL» 
tizens  are  so  far  from  being  wanting  in  aeal  and  spirit 
to  repel  incursions  which  can  have  no  other  object 
than  a  barbarous  devastation,  that  there  is  i\ot  an  Ame* 
rican,  who  is  not  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  concur** 
ring  to  humble  still  farther  and  weaken  the  common 
enemy,  by  eBTorts  proportionate  to  the  importance  of 
happily  terminating  a  glorious  revolution^  and  of  se* 
curing  as  speedily  as  possible  to  the  Unked  Slates  of 
America,  by  a  solid  and  honourable  peace,  the  inesli* 
mable  advantages  of  liberty  and  independence,  wbicb 
is  the  essential  and  fundamental  object  of  the  alliance, 
and  of  the  war  kindled  and  rendered  necessary  by 
England. 

It  only  remains  for  me,  gentlemen,  to  ofler  you  as  a 
body  and  as  individuals,  the  tribute  of  my  thanks  for  tfae^ 
marks  of  confidence  and  esteem,  and  also  of  atientioii 
which  I  have  received  from  you  ^  I  have  always  endea* 
voured  to  deserve  them  by  the  most  sineers  and  zeatoo» 
attachment  to  the  interests  and  dignity  of  the  Unilec^ 
States,  as  well  as  to  the  principles  and  sentiments  result* 
ing  from  the  iJliance«.  I  have  not  been  wanting  in  zeal 


for  erery  tkiog  tbat  could  lAvt  any  triatioii  lo  cliftt  ob* 
jecf|  und  that  tould  fertber  cement  the  coiinezioii^ 
whether  political  or  personalt  between  the  two  natiooa. 
The  most  flattering  recompense  of  all  my  labours  would 
be  the  teatimony  of  yoor  aatisfactiocu 

To  which  the  President  in  behalfof  Congress  retura- 
ed  the  following  answer: 

SIR, 

We  receire  with  mnch  concern  the  intimation  yoo 
have  given  us,  that  the  bed  state  of  your  health  obliges 
you  to  leave  America  :  though  at  the  same  time  we  are 
sensible  of  the  continued  friendly  care  of  his  most 
christian  majesty  in  sending  a  new  minister  plenipocea- 
tiary  to  these  states. 

Great  as  our  regret  is  in  thus  parting  with  you,  yet 
it  affords  uf  pleasure  to  think  how  well  disposed  yoo 
are  to  improve  the  favourable  opportunities  you  will 
have  on  your  return  to  France,  of  evincing  to  his  ma- 
jesty the  reality  of  those  sentiments  on  our  part,  which 
may  justly  be  termed  the  animating  principles  of  the 
United  States. 

By  such  repretentatrons,  the  king  will  bo  assured 
that  the  citizens  of  these  states  observe,  with  tbe  most 
lively  satisfaction,  the  repeated  instaoces  of  bis  amity 
for  them ;  that  they  regard  the  alliance  as  an  inestima- 
ble connexion,  endeared  to  them  by  the  purity  of  the 
motives  on  which  it  was  founded,  the  advantages  de- 
rived from  it,  and  the  blessings  it  promises  to  both 
nations ;  that  their  resolution  of  securing  its  essential 
objects,  liberty  and  independence,  is  unalterable ;  that 
they  are  determined  by  all  the  exertions  in  their  power 
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.|oadv«Bce'tbe^GOiiinoti  caoae^  and  to  dcmonsimte,  that 
while  they  are  attentive  to  Ifaftir  ovq  interestt,  they  at 
ardently  desire  to  approve  themselves  not  only  faithful 
but  affectionate  allies. 

By  a  residence  of  more  than  a  year  near  Congress, 
you  are  enabled  to  form  a  competent  judgment  of  the 
difficulties  we  have  had  to  encounter,  as  well  as  of  our 
eflbrts  to  remove  them. 

Sir,  we  should  be  deficient  in  the  respect  due  to  dis- 
tinguished merit,  if  we  should  fail  to  embrace  this  op- 
portunity of  testifying  the  high  esteem  which  yoa  have 
obtained  throughout  this  country  by  your  publtck  and 
private  conduct.  You  have  happily  combined  a  vigi* 
lant  devotion  for  the  dignity  and  interest  of  our  most 
excellent  and  illustrious  ally,  with  a  sealous  attachment 
to  the  honour  and  welfare  of  these  states. 

Your  prudence,  integrity,  ability  and  diligence  in 
discharging  the  eminent  trust  reposed  in  you,  have  se- 
cured our  entire  confidence,  and  now  solicit  from  us 
the  strongest  declarations  of  our  satisfaction  in  your 
behaviour. 

That  you  may  be  blessed  with  a  favourable  royage, 
the  approbation  of  your  sovereign,  the  perfect  recovery 
of  your  health,  and  all  happiness,  is  among  the  warmest 
wishes  of  every  member  of  this  body. 


OCTOBER  13,  1779. 

To  follow  proceediDgB  of  October  13,  1779.    Pa^  276. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  A.  Lee  be  informed  of  Mr^  Jay's 
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appointmenC,  Sfid  that,  agreeable  19  hie  leqoea^  he  m 
at  liberty  to  retom  to  America. 


NOVEMBER  23,  1779. 

To  fottow  proceedingi  of  November  le,  1779.   Fife  fML 

According  to  order,  Congress  was  resolved  into  t 
committee  of  the  whole ;  and  after  some  time,  the  Presi- 
dent resamed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Plater  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  and  come  to  a 
conclusion  thereon,  which  he  was  directed  to  report. 
The  report  being  read, 

^^  That  bills  of  exchange  be  drawn  on  Mr.  J.  Jay,  to 
^^  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
"  and  on  Mr.  Henry  Laurent,  to  the  amount  of  ooe 
'^  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  payable  at  six 
^^  months  sight ;  and  that  the  same  be  sold  at  the  cur- 
'^  rent  rate  of  exchange'^— 

A  division  was  called  for,  and  that  the  first  question 
be,  that  bills  of  exchange  be  drawn  on  Mr.  J.  Jay,  to 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
payable  at  six  months  sight ;  and  that  the  same  be 
sold  at  the  current  rate  of  exchange. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Forbes — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Peabody,         Ay.  ^Ar. 

MassachusettsBay,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Partridge,. 


i9».i 
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Connecttcnt, 


Mr«  Huntmigtooi     Ay.l 

No.  I  No. 


Mr.  ShermaD, 
Mr.  Root, 


NoJ 


New  York, 


Mr.  Schuyler,  Ay.  > 

Mr.  Livingstoo,  Ay.  5 

New  Jeriey,  Mr.  WitberspooD,  Ay.'\ 

Mr.  Scadderi  Ay.  I 

Mr.  Fell,  No.  f 
Mr.  Houston, 

Pennsylvania,         Mr.  Searle, 


At. 


Maryland, 


North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  M^Leoe, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


At. 


nJ!  \  i5'^'»"- 

South  Carolina,     Mr.  Matthews,       Ay.  ^At. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  second  part. 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative.. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  report  on  the  manner  of  carrying  the  above  resolu- 
tion into  effect. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Mat- 
thews and  Mr.  Gerry. 


NOVEMBER  29,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  bills  be  prepared  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  with  such  checks 
as  they  may  devise  to  prevent  counterfeits,  and  b^ 
signed  by  the  treasurer  of  loans. 


That  aa  ite»y  of  (Im  bilh  ii  tbe  treasury  board  alttU^ 

from  titti^  to  time,  thi&k  proper  to  issue,  be  pot  into 
the  hands  of  the  continental  loan  officer  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvantai  or  of  any  other  state ;  and  that  the 
board  of  treasary  direct  the  lowest  rate  of  exchange 
at  which  the  same  may  be  sold. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  may,  at  their  discretion, 
suspend  the  sale  of  such  billd,  reporting  to  Congress 
their  reasons  for  so  doing,  that  they  may  receive  di- 
rections thereOO. 

That  the  committee  Of  foreign  affairs  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  directed  to  write  to  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Laarens, 
informing  tfaem  of  the  drafts  that  will  be  made  apon 
them,  and  (explaining  fully  the  reasons  that  urge  Con- 
gress to  draw,  directing  them  to  koOp  up  a  rautual  cor- 
respondenoe,  and  afford  each  other  every  assistance  in 
procuring  money  to  pay  the  bills. 

That  one  eighth  per  cent,  on  moneys  receif  ed  in 
payment  for  the  said  bills,  shall  be  aHowed  to  the 
persons  intrusted  with  the  sale  thereof. 

That  no  bill  be  drawn  for  a  less  sum  than  the  amount 
of  fifty  pounds  sterliOg. 

JANUARY  14,  1780. 

On  motion  of  the  committee  for  foreign  affliirs — 
Whereas  by  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  his  roost  christian  ma- 
jesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  it  is  provided, 
that  ^*  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
^'  States,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  not  be  reputed 
^^  aubains  in  France,  and  consequently  shall  be  ex- 


1780.J  SUPPLEMJESfT.  M 

*'  empted  from  the  droit  d'aubaine,  or  other  similar 
^^  duty,  under  what  name  soever:  they  may  by  testa- 
^^  meiit,  donation  or  otherwise,  dispose  of  their  goods, 
•«  moveable  and  immoveable^  in  favour  of  such  persons 
*'  as  to  them  shall  seem  good ;  and  their  heirs,  subjects 
^  of  the  said  United  Slates,  residing,  whether  in  France 
*^or  elsewhere,  may  succeed  them,  ab  intestat,  without 
**  being  obliged  to  obtain  letters  of  naturalization,  and 
**  without  having  the  effect  of  this  concession  contested 
**  or  impeded  under  pretext  of  any  rights  or  preroga* 
*'  tives  of  provinces,  cities  or  private  persons :  and  tho 
"  said  heirs,  whether  such  by  particular  title  or  ab 
^^  intestat,  shall  be  exempt  from  all  "duty,  called  droit 
**  de  detraction,  or  other  duty  of  the  same  kind ;  sav- 
**  ing,  nevertheless,  the  local  rights  or  duties,  as  much 
^^  and  as  long  as  similar  ones  are  not  established  by 
**  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them :  The  subjects  of 
/'the  most  christian  king  shall  enjoy,  on  their  part, 
^  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  said  states,  an  entire  and 
**  perfect  reciprocity  relative  to  the  stipulations  con- 
^  taihed  in  the  present  article ;  but  it  is  agreed^  at 
**  the  same  time,  that  its  contents  shall  not  affect  the 
**  laws 'made  or  that  may  be  made  hereafter  in  France, 
<*  against  emigrations,  which  shall  remain  in  all  their 
'^  force  and  vigour ;  and  the  United  States,  on  their 
**  part,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  enact 
"  such  laws  relative  to  that  matter  as  to  them  shall 
'^  seem  proper." 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  United  States  to  make  provision, 
where  Jiot  already  made,  for  conferring  like  privileges 
and  immunities  oii  the  subjects  of  bis  most  christian 
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majesly/  agreeable  to  the  ferai  and  spirit  of  tb^atore 
recited  article. 


March  ss,  nso. 

To  foUow  pfoceedingi  of  Janaaiy  3 1 1 1780*    P^  311. 

Oa  the  report  of  a  committeei 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  and  origuuil  affidavits, 
relative  to  the  capture  of  the  brig  Eagle,  John  Ash- 
mead,  commander,  under  a  fort  in  the  island  of  Saba, 
be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Uniled 
States  in  Congress  assembled. 

That  authenticated  copies  thereof,  signed  bj  the 
said  secretary,  be  transmitted  to  their  high  oighti* 
nesses  the  states  general  of  the  United  Provinces,  by 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United  Stateaiat 
the  court  of  Versailies;  and  that  he  be  directed  to 
apply  to  them  for  their  aid  in  procuring  satiafactsan 
for  the  loss  of  the  said  brig  Eagle  and  cargo;  and  iior 
some  assurance  that  the  flag  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America  shall  be  protected  from  insult  when  in-  the 
ports  of  the  United  Provinces, 

APRIL  17,  1780. 

■-  • 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  That  a  resi* 
dent  be  appointed  to  the  court  of  Versailles,  with  the 
same  powers  that  are  usually  annexed  to  the  said 
office. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Folsom — 


i-wftl 


SUFTLfimSNT. 


«  (  te       •    \ 


£71 


New  Hain^irei    Bff.  Pe^body, 

Mr.  Fotsoniy 

Massachusetts  Bay^Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island) 
Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 

Pennsylyania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
South  CaKoIina, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


Mr.  ?llery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Scott, 
Mr.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Schuyler, 

Mr.  Fein 
Mr.  Houston, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mc.  Burke, 

Mr.  Mat)lhew8> 


Jj;]  Divided. 


No. 
No 


;| 


No. 


JULY  7,  1780. 

To  fiaOowproceediop  oTJolj  7, 1789..    H^  ttS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Searle,  s^ond^d  by. Mr.  M'Kean, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to 

furnish  Mr.  Laurens  with  bills  on  France  to  the  amount 

•f  one  thousand  pounds  steriing,  on  account  of  bis 
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salary,  out  of  those  bills  ordered  to  be  drawn  by  rbe 
resolution  of  the  19th  of  Hay  last. 


JULY  II,  1780. 

To  ibDow  fiocMdiiigi  of  Jnlj  10, 1780.    Page  ttl. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  intelligence  cause 
to  be  published  the  resolution  of  May  5th,  1778, 
respecting  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  these  United  States,  and  a  copy 
of  the  said  treaty  as  finally  ratified. 


AUGUST  9,  1780.      ' 
To  follow  pcocoodiiigi  of  July  18, 1780.    Pftgo  30* 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
a  letter  from  the  honourable  Ralph  Irard, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  are  convinced  of  the  fiiith* 
ful  endeavours  of  Mr.  Izard  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  the 
commission  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  tbem  on  the 
7ih  of  May,  1777,  and  approve  of  the  reasons  which 
determined  him  not  to  proceed  to  the  court  of  Tus- 
cany. 


SEPTEMBfiR  15,  1780. 

TofoDowpfOceediopofSepCemberlS,  1780.    PsgoStS. 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  transmitted 
to  Congress  a  letter  of  this  date,  respecting  the  aboli- 
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tioo  of  the  eleventh  end  twelfth  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  commerce  between  ihe  United  States  and  his  most 
christian  majesty,  with  an  authenticated  copy  of  a 
declaration  of  the  king,  whereof  the  following  is  a 
translation : 

A  DECLARATION  OF  THE  KINO. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America 
having  represented  to  the  king,  that  the  ezecation  of 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  com« 
merce,  signed  the  6th  of  Febmary  lasti  may  be  attend- 
ed, with  inconveniences,  and  having,  in  consequence 
thereof,  desired  that  that  article  may  be  expunged, 
agreeing  on  their  part,  that  the  twelfth  article  shall  he 
considered  in  the  same  manner  as  null  and  void :  His 
miajesty,  in  order  to  give  the  United  States  of  North 
America  a  new  proof  of  his  affection,  as  well  as  bis 
desire  to  confirm  the  union  and  good  correspondence 
established  between  the  two  states,  has  been  pleased 
lo  pay  a  regard  to  their  representations — accordingly 
he  haih  declared  and  by  these  presents  doth  declare, 
that  he  consents  to  the  suppression  of  the  eleventh 
and  twelfth  articles  abovementioned,  and  that  his 
intention  is,  that  they  be  considered  as  if  never  com- 
prehended  in  the  treaty  signed  the  6th  of  February 
last. 

Done  at  Versailles,  the  1st  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight* 
(Signed)         GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNES. 


«♦-  suwWMippi  [Sipt  ih 


In.  coDforntty  to  ibe.  fiEmegoing;  ckcWutioii.  ot  hii. 
mnt  chriattao  foajesty,  tbe  comiQissiQAef^  plepippi^iiip 
tiai7>  of  the  United  States  sigpod  and  d^iyiered.tQ  hU 
mostchriatiaa  majesty  the  foUovriiig< 

DECLARATION. 

The  most  christian  king  having  been  pleased  to  re- 
gaid  tbe  repMAtntaiioins  made  to.  hjm  by  tbe  geoierfl 
Congress  qC  Kx»tb.  America,  relating  to  tbe  eleventh 
article  of  the  treaty  of  coouoerce,  signed  tbe  6th  of 
Febtuacy  in  the  present  year ;  and  hb  uajeaty  having 
therefore  consented  that  the  said  article  should  be 
suppressed,  on  condition  that  tbe  twelfth  article  of  tbe 
same  treaty  be  equally  regarded  as  of  oooe  effect,  the 
above  said  general  Congress  hath  declared  on  their 
party  and  do  decUre,  that  they  consent  to  the  sappres- 
siMi  of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  aKicles  of  tb^  s^bov^ 
mentioned  treaty,  and  that  tbeir  intention  is,  thai  tbtse 
articles  be  regarded  as  having  never  b9?Q  coeopri^ed 
in  tbe  treaty  signed  tbe  6th  of  February. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  first  day  of  Sf  pteiiiber«  n7S» 
(Sigqed)  B*  FRANLKIN, 

ARTHUR  LEE, 
JO^Ui  APAJIS, 

SEPTEMBER  19,  1780. 

A  letter  of  tbe  16tfa,  from  the  honourably  the  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  France,  was  read«  infonqing 
Congress  that  he  is  about  to  leave  Philadelphia,  and 
to  be  absent  for  some  weeks ;  but  that  Mr.  Marbois  will 


i 
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remain  here  in  qaality  of  his-  majesty *8  charge  des 
afiaires ;'  and  hoping  that,  from  his  known  attention  to 
matters  relative  to  (be  embassy,  Congress  will  grant 
him  lht;tr  cf6nfldfnce :  '  WbeveqpM, 
Resolved,  Thatibe  Pi^csidentinfoFm  the>Buniater  of 

'.France,  that,  ifvbis  absence,  ibey*  will  readily. coDtiDue 
their  intercourse  with  tbe  embassy  of  his  most  chris- 

.  ti»n  majesty,  through  Mr.  ^Marbois,  as  his  majesty's 
charge  des  affaires,  in  whose  abilities  and  attention  to 
the  interests  of  the  court  of  France  and  those  of  the 
U^ibed  Stales  they  havQ  just  coofidence. 

SEPTEM  BER  27, 1 780. 

On.  the  report  of  a  committee,  to  whom  were  referred 
sundry  letters  of  John  Magnall, 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  said  letters  attested 
by  the<  secretairy  of  Congress,  be  sent  to  the  honoura- 
ble John  Jay,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United 
States  at  thecourt  of  Madrid;  and  that  he  be  instruct- 
ed to  endeavour  to  obtain,  for  the  captors  of  the  Dover 
.  cutter,  the  benefit  intended  by  the  resolve  passed 'in 
Cofigress  on  the  14th  day  of  October,  1777,  respectifig 
vessels  belonging  to  British  subjects,  seized  and 
brpught  into  any  of  the  ports  or  harbours  of  these 
United  States,  by  the  master  or  mariners,  and  that  he 
be  informed  it  is  the  wish  of  Congress  that  the  whole 
profit  of  the  capture  be  divided  among  the  cpptqrs* 
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OCTOBER  5,  1780. 

To  Moir  piocMdH^  of  October  4|  1780.    Fife  ML 

On  the  report  of  a  conmittee,  to  whom  wai  re- 
ferred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  retative  to  certain  pro* 
positions  of  the  empress  of  Russia  respecting  the 
rights  of  neutral  nations,  Congress  passed  the  followiog 
act: 

Her  imperial  majesty  of  all  the  Rossias,  attenti? e  to 
the  freedom  of  commerce,  and  the  rights  of  nations,'  in 
her  declaration  to  the  belligerent  and  neutral  powers, 
having  proposed  regulations,  founded  upon  principles 
of  justice,  equity  and  moderation,  of  which  their  most 
christian  and  catholick  majesties,  and  most  of  the  nett« 
tral  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  have  declared  their 
approbation-— 

Congress,  willing  to  testify  their  regard  to  the 
rights  of  commerce,  and  their  respect  for  the  sovereign, 
who  hath  proposed  and  the  powers  who  "have  approved 
the  said  regulation : 

Resolve,  That  the.  board  of  admiralty  prepare  and 
report  instructions  for  the  commanders  of  armed  ves- 
sels commislioned  by  the  United  States,  conformable 
to  the  principles  contained  in  the  declaration  of  the 
empress  of  all  the  Russias,  on  the  rights  of  neutral 
vessels. 

That  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States,  if  invited  thereto,  be  and  hereby  are  respec- 
tively empowered  to  accede  to  such  regulations,  con- 
formable to  (he  spirit  of  the  said  declaration,  as  may 
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be  agreed  apon  by  the  Congress  expected  to  assemble 
in  pursuanee  of  the  invitatioD  of  her  imperial  majesty. 
Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  above  resolution  be 
IraDsmitted  to  the  retpeclive  ninisters  of  the  United 
States,  at  foreign  courts,  and  to  the  honourable  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  France. 


OCTOBER  14,  1780. 

To  follow  proceedings  of  October  7, 17S0.    Page  S96. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  W.  Stockton,  esquire,  late 
secretary  to  the  honourable  William  Lee,  late  com- 
missioner for  the  United  States  at  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Berlin,  be  considered  on  salary,  at  the  rate  of  three 
hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum*  from  the  time  he 
left  London,  to  go  to  Mr.  Lee,  at  Vienna,  which  was 
in  the  oionth  of  May,  1778,  until  he  came  to  this  city 
with  letters  to  Congress,  from  Mr.  Lee,  in  the  month 
of  December,  1779.  That  Mr.  Stockton  be  not  allowed 
for  any  expenses ;  and  that  the  several  sums  of  money 
he  has  received,  agreeably  to  his  liquidated  account, 
be  deducted  from  the  salary  aforesaid,  and  the  balance 
paid  to  Mr.  Stockton,  in  specie,  or  current  money 
equivalent;  rating  specie  dollars  at  four  shiUvn^^  f^M 
six  pence  sterling. 
VOL.  II.  73 
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OCTOBER  28,  1780. 

To  follow  procoedingB  of  October  fiS^  1780.    Pifs  343* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowell,  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adain^ 
Resolved,  That  the  honourable  John  Adams  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  and  instructed  to  accept  the  bills 
of  exchange  drawn  on  the  honourable  Henry  Laurens, 
in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  6fli 
instant,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  is  authorized  and  in* 
structcd  to  accept  those  heretofore  drawn  on  Mr 
Laurens,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  November 

33,  1779:   and  in  case  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams, 

* 

fhe  authority  hereby  granted  be  and  is  hereby  extend- 
ed to  the  iionouraible  Francis  Dana. 

IfOVEMBER    3,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  consul,  to  be  appointed  to  reside 
In  France,  be  allowed  a  salary  of  one  thousand  five 
bundred  dollars  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  all  commissions 
for  business  done  on  account  of  the  United  States. 

NOVEMBER  4,  178Q. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  consul  to 
reside  in  France  ;  and. the  ballots  being  taken,  William 
Palfrey,  esquire,  was  elected. 


NOVEMBER  93,1780. 

To  follow  pfoceedings  of  Novembor  S2,  1780.    Pfege  348. 

t3n  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury, 
Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  fornisfa  the 
honourable  Ralph  Izard  with  bills  of  exchange,  oat  of 
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those  already  ordered  to  be  drawn  on  doctor  Franklin 
and  Mr.  Jay,  to  the  amount  of  fifty-two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  livres,  being  the  balance  of  his 
account,  as  accepted  by  Congress  on  the  11th  of 
August  last;  thirty  thousand  livres  thereof  to  be  on 
Mr.  Jay,  and  the  remainder  on  doctor  Franklin* 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  John  Adams  be  in- 
ftrmed  of  this  transaction,  which  is  to  supersede  the 
orders  given  to  the  honourable  Henry  Laurens,  on  the 
nth  of  August  last,  for  the  payment  of  the  said  balance 
of  fifty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirteen  livres^ 
to  Mr.  Izard. 


NOVEMBER  28,  1780. 

To  foOow  procaediiigi  of  November  28, 178a    Page  35t* 

Ordered,  That  Saturday  next  be  assigned  for  elect- 
ing  a  secretary  to  the  embassy  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles. 

DECEMBER  1,  1780. 

•Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  to-morrow  for 
electing  a  secretary  to  the  embassy  at  the  court  of 
Versailles  be  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 


DECEMBER  15,  1780. 

To  foDow  prooMdiogi  of  December  IS,  1780.    Page  358. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury,  in  adjusting 
the  salary  of  Arthur  Lee,  esquire,  compute  the  same 
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froB  tb^  15th  dty  0f  D^«Diber»  1776,  to  tbe  2Sth  da/ 
of  March,  1780. 


DECEMBER  21,  1780. 

To  follow  proceedingi  of  December  21, 1780.    Page  960. 

Oo  motioD  of  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wither 
spoon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appoiated 
to  take  into  consideration  the  case  of  the  honourable 
Henry  Laurens,  made  a  prisoner  on  his  passage  to 
Europe,  and  said  to  be  committed  to  the  tower  of 
London,  on  suspicion  of  high  treason,  and  to  report 
thereon. 

The  membersi-^Mr.  Dttane,  Mr.  Wiiliefspooo,  Mr: 
Burke. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bee, 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  our  ministers 
plenipotentiary  at  the  courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid, 
desiring  them  to  apply  to  the  courts  at  which  they  res* 
pectively  reside,  to  use  means  for  obtaining  the  rekase 
and  czchaiige  of  the  honourable  Henry  Laurens. 


JANUARY  10,  1781. 

To  follow  proceediDg*  of  JanuBiy  10,  1781.    Page  393. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  consider  and  report  a 
plan  for  tbe  department  of  foreign  affairs,  report, 

Th^t  the  extent  and  the  rising  power  of  these  United 
States  entitle  them  to  a  place  among  the  great  poten- 


late*  of  Bdrope,  while  our  poKiical  and  eommereial  »• 
leresia  poiat  out  the  propriety  of  cultivating  wkb  them 
a  friemUy  correspondence  and  conaexioo. 

Tkat,  to  render  such  an  intercourse  advantageous, 
the  necessity  of  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  interests, 
views,  relations  and  systems  of  those  potentates,  is  ob- 
vious. 

That  a  knowledge,  in  its  nature  so  comprehensive,  is 
oaly  to  be  acquired  by  a  consrtant  attention  to  the  state 
of  Europe,  and  as  unremitted  application  to  the  means 
of  ae<|idring  well  grounded  information. 

That  Congress  are  moreover  called  upon  to  maintain 
with  our  ministers  at  foreign  courts  a  regular  Corres- 
pondence, aad  to  keep  them  fully  informed  of  every 
circumstance  and  event  which  regards  the  publick  ho- 
nour, interest  and  safety. 

That  to  answer  those  essential  purposes,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion,  that  a  fised  and  permanent  office 
for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  ought  forthwith  to 
be  established,  as  a  remedy  against  the  fluctuation,  the 
delay  and  indecision  to  which  the  present  mode  of  ma- 
naging our  foreign  affairs  must  be  exposed :  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  an  office  be  forthwith  established  for 
the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  to  be  kept  always  in 
the  place  where  Congress  shall  reside. 

That  there  shall  be  a  secretary  for  the  despatch  of 
business  of  the  said  office,  to  be  styled  "  secretary  for 
*^  foreign  affairs." 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  secretary  to  keep 
and  preserve  all  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the 
department  of  foreign  affairs :  to  receive  and  report  the 
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applications  of  all  foreigiMn :  to  comspond  wUh  Ae 
minUtert  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  and 
with  the  ministers  of  foreign  powers  and  other  personst 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  most  eztensiFe  and 
utefol  information  relative  to  foreign  aflbirs,  to  be  laid 
before  Congress  when  required :  also  to  transmit  such 
communications  as  Congress  shall  direct,  to  the  minis- 
ters of  these  United  States  and  others  at  foreign  courts, 
and  in  foreign  countries :  the  said  secretary  shall  haTC 
liberty  to  attend  Congress,  that  he  may  be  better  in- 
formed of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States,  and  ha?e  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  his  reports  respecting  his  de- 
partment :  he  shall  also  be  authorized  to  employ  one 
or  if  necessary  more  clerks  to  assist  him  in  the  business 
of  his  office  :  and  the  secretary,  as  well  as  such  clerks, 
shall,  before  the  President  of  Congress,  take  an  oath  of 
fidelity  to  the  United  States,  and  an  oath  for  the  faith- 
ful execution  of  their  respective  trusts. 


MARCH  26,  17iK 

To  follow  proceediiigp  of  March  34, 1781.    Page  402. 

A  letter  of  the  22d  of  February,  from  the  gOTemonr 
of  Virginia,  was  read,  with  a  memorial  enclosed  from 
Messrs.  Stoddert,  Kerr  and  North :  Whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  M« 
Smith, 

Ordered,  That  authenticated  copies  of  the  said  me- 
morial, protests  and  affidavits  be  trahanitted  to  the 
honourable  John  Adams ;  and  that  he  be  instructed  to 
represent  the  case  to  which  they  relate  to  their  high 
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mrgbtiBesses  the  states  general  of  the  United  Provinces 
of  the  Netherlands,  and  to  claim  such  redress  for  the 
meaorialists,  as  justice  and  the  law  of  nations  require. 


MAY  34,  178K 

To  follow  proceeding!  of  May  S3, 1781.    Page  404. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  admiralty,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Dumaine  and  Lyon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  petition  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United 
States  at  the  court  of  Spain  ;  and  that  he  be  directed 
to  represent  the  matter  to  the  said  court,  and  take  such 
measures  as  he  may  judge  expedient  to  obtain  an  order 
to  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  of  Tenerifie,  to  deliver  the 
whole  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  prize  therein  mention<- 
«d,  to  the  owners  of  the  brigantine  Brilliant,  their  agent 
or  attorney,  for  the  use  of  the  said  owners  and  the 
captors. 


MAY  29,  1781. 

To  be  iQierted  In  proceedings  of  May  29,  1781.    Page  40^. 

Ordered,  That  in  the  settlement  of  Mr.  A.  Lee's  ac» 
<:ounts,  the  board  of  treasury  admit  as  vouchers,  bills 
of  lading  and  invoices,  which  show  that  merchants  of 
character  have  shipped  the  contents :  where  such  can- 
not be  produced,  that  they  admit  receipts,  or  other  pa- 
pers which  charge  the  consignee  or  other  competent 
person  at  the  port  of  delivery :  that  they  admit  the 
bankers  accounts  which  charge  the  bank  with  the  crcc 
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dit  given  fbv  cash  depMitedy  tad  luiieifttke  if  leqaiivd 
to  voucb  the  particaiar  payments  wkkh  are  entered  la 
Mr.  Lee's  debt,  as  commisaiooeff  of  the  Uatled  Slates : 
and  where  no  vouchers  under  the  foregoing  descriptions 
are  produced,  that  the  accounts  be  left  open  in  order 
to  give  an  opportunity  for  completing  the  vouchers. 

That  the  accounts  for  expenses  be  stated  so  as  to 
distinguish  between  ordinary  and  extraordinary ;  that 
the  latter  be  stated  particularly  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  giving  credit  for  the  articles  delivered  up  to 
the  publick  at  first  cost,  and  that  the  former  be  stated 
generally,  and  that  no  other  voucher  be  required  for 
either,  than  the  word  of  honour  of  the  said  A.  Lee, 
late  minister. 

That  with  respect  to  the  charge  for  moneys  disburs- 
ed on  account  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  it  be  admitted 
to  Mr.  Lee's  credit,  whenever  the  state  of  Virginia 
shall  signify  that  they  admit  themselves  to  be  debited 
iherewilb. 


^ 


In  page  414,  line  14,  betweea  the  words  <«  tiiat^  and  ^  woidd,"  tlie 
^ords  [the  enemy]  though  not  in  the  origkml  record,  are  neceanry. 
In  page  423)  fines  9  and  10,  for  ^  considentiott,"  read  ^  confedera- 

"  tion." 


JUNE  4,  I78f. 

To  follow  proceedings  of  Maj  29, 1781.    Page  423. 

Resolved,  That  the  disposition  and  managemenl  of 
that  part  of  the  money,  granted  by  his  most  christian 


majesty  to  Iheie  Uoited  States,  which  is  to  be  employ* 
ed  in  America,  be  committed  to  the  saperinteftdent  of 
fioance,  that  it  may  be  applied  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  granted,  namely,  a  Tig(»9U8  prosecution 
of  the  present  campaign. 

That  what  remains  unsold  of  the  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  by  order  of  Congress  on  the  ministers  plenipo- 
tentiary of  these  United  States  respectively  at  Ver- 
sailles, Madrid  and  the  Hague,  be  also  committed  to 
the  superintendent  of  finance,  to  be  by  him  disposed  of 
for  the  purpose  abovementioned  :  provided,  that  none 
of  the  bills  drawn  upon  the  ministers  at  Madrid  and  the 
Hague,  be  sold  until  he  shall  have  assurances  that  funds 
are  provided  for  paying  them. 


JUNE  14,  1781. 

To  foDow  proceediQgs  of  June  14, 178 J.    Page  443. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe, 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these 

United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  be  authorised 

and  empowered  to  ofier  lieutenant-general  Bui^oyne 

in  exchange  for  the  honourable  Henry  Laurens. 


JUNE  21,  1781. 

% 

To  folbw  pncB$dmp  of  June  19,  1781.    Page  457. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Sherman, 

Resolved,  That  a  vice  consul  be  appointed  to  reside 
in  France,  who  shall  exercise  all  the  powers,  and  per* 
yoii  II.  74 
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form  the  services  required  of  William  Palfrej,  during 
his  absence  from  that  kingdom,  or  during  ibe  pleasure 
of  Congress;  and  be  allowed  a  salary  oflOOO  dollars 
per  annum,  in  lieu  of  all  commissions  for  business  done 
on  account  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  elect- 
ing a  vice  consul. 


JUNE  26,  1781. 

To  follow  proceedings  of  June  26,  1781.     Page  468. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Cly- 
roer,  Mr.  Sullivan  and  Mr.  Matthews,  to  whom  were 
referred  two  letters  of  the  22d,  from  Mr.  R.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  an  agent  for  the  United  States  of 
America  ^e  appointed  to  reside  at  the  Havana. 

Ordered,  That  tomorrow  be  assigned  for  electing 
the  said  agent;  and  that  the  committee  who  brought  in 
this  report  prepare  the  draft  of  a  commission  and 
instructions  for  tbe  said  agent. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  vice  consul, 
conformable  to  the  resolution  of  the  21  st  of  this  month ; 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Thomas  Barclay  was  elected,  having  been  previous- 
ly nominated  by  Mr.  Clymer. 

JUNE  27,  1781. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  agent  to 
reside  at  Havana  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Robert  Smith  was  elected. 

4 


1781.]  SUPPLEMENT.  te? 

Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  agent  appoint- 
ed to  reside  at  Havana,  to  manage  the  occasional  con- 
cerns of  Congress,  to  assist  the  American  traders  with 
his  advice,  and  to  solicit  their  affairs  with  the  Spanish 
government,  and  to  govern  himself  according  to  the 
orders  he  may,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  or  their  superin- 
tendent of  finance. 


AUGUST  10,  1781. 

To  follow  proceedings  of  Augost  10,  1781.    Page  469. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary 
for 'foreign  affairs  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  was  elected,  having  been 
previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Floyd. 


AUGUST  24,  1781. 

To  follow  proceediDgfl  of  Augast  16,  1781.    Page  474. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  admiralty. 

Resolved,  That  Joshua  Johnson,  esquire,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  examine,  audit  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  T.  D.  Schweighhauser,  against  the  frigate 
Alliance  ;  and  that  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  pay  the  balance 
that  may  be  found  due  to  the  said  T.  D.  Schweighhau- 
ser, upon  the  liquidation  and  settlement  of  the  said  J. 
Johnson. 
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